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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Animal Welfare: EU Action 
Roger Gale [2954] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, with reference to the European Commission's study on information to consumers 
on the stunning of animals, published in May 2015, what assessment she has made of 
the implications for her policies of the findings of that report; and if she will make a 
statement. 

George Eustice: The Government welcomes the findings of the Commission’s 
report into the labelling of meat and religious slaughter, which is a serious 
contribution to the debate. We are studying the findings and look forward to any 
proposals that come forward from the EU Commission. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-17/2954/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Muslim Brotherhood Review 
Baroness Manzoor [HL433] To ask Her Majesty’s Government when the report of the 
Muslim Brotherhood review will be published. 

Lord Bridges of Headley: I refer the noble Baroness to the Prime Minister’s 
Written Ministerial Statement of 16 March. The government intends to publish the 
main findings of the Muslim Brotherhood Review, and the government’s Counter 
Extremism Strategy, in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-11/HL433/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tulip Siddiq (165) Neo-Nazi rally in Golders Green – That this House notes with 
concern the planned neo-Nazi demonstration in Golders Green on 4 July 2015; highlights 
that this rally is due to take place on Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, in an area in which 
40 per cent  of the population is J ewish;  praises the public  activism in  opposition to the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-17/2954/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-17/2954/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-11/HL433/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-11/HL433/
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rally, particularly the change.org petition to ban it and the work of Hope Not Hate and the 
London Jewish Forum, under the umbrella of the Golders Green Together campaign, to 
promote solidarity and celebrate diversity in the local area; believes that every measure 
should be taken to protect Golders Green's vibrant community from provocation and 
abuse; and calls on the Home Secretary to consider what further actions the Government 
could take to isolate the politics of hate and division on our streets. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/165  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Oral Questions 

Racial Equality Strategy: Update 
2. Mr McElduff asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister for an update on the 
racial equality strategy. (AQO 8432/11-15) …  

Miss M McIlveen (Junior Minister, Office of the First Minister and deputy 
First Minister): Racial equality and good race relations are key aims for the 
Department and the Executive. The need for a strategy that not only helps us 
deliver these key aims but reflects people's aspirations and everyday concerns is 
an ambitious goal but one that we are determined to get right. Our 16-week public 
consultation instigated much discussion and elicited many opinions from right 
across society. Academics, trade unions, pressure groups, political parties, 
individuals, key stakeholders and church groups, amongst others, provided 
detailed contributions. 
The analysis of those contributions has now been completed, and we are 
considering a revised draft of the strategy in light of it. The document will be 
considered by the Executive in due course before publication. 

Mr McElduff: … Does she believe that reform of the legislation will be a key feature of 
the racial equality strategy? How does she envisage such reform of the legislation rolling 
out? … 

Miss M McIlveen: … Reform is certainly being looked at. The draft strategy is 
with Ministers. We are looking at it and hope to publish it in the not too distant 
future. Having discussed those issues with a number of the groups, I know that 
they are concerned that we have a strategy that works. We look forward to seeing 
such a strategy rolled out. … 

Mrs McKevitt: … Will she confirm that the severe criticism of the draft strategy by 
organisations such as the Northern Ireland Council for Ethnic Minorities (NICEM) will be 
fully taken on board? 

Miss M McIlveen: … Yes, absolutely; NICEM has been critical, but, over the 
period, much of what has been said is about the delay of the strategy. Having 
spoken to that organisation, I know that it is very keen that the strategy is well 
considered and that it makes a difference. The draft strategy is but a draft and 
requires further discussion, so we are hopeful that what is delivered will be 
acceptable to all groups. … 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/06/22&docID=2
39027#1377871 (second question) 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Occupied Territories 
Andrew Smith [2616] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, when he last discussed (a) Gaza and (b) Israeli settlements with his colleagues in 
the EU; and what the outcome of those discussions was on each such topic. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign Affairs Council met on 18 May. The Middle East 
Peace Process was one of the subjects on the agenda and both Gaza and 
settlements were discussed. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond) argued that improving the situation in Gaza, as well as 
action to preserve the possibility of a two-state solution, needed to be the 
immediate focus of the EU’s attention. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2616/ 

 
Gaza 

Andrew Smith [2644] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he has taken (a) unilaterally and (b) with EU colleagues to help to lift 
the blockade of Gaza and allow unrestricted access for humanitarian aid and 
reconstruction. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government, both bilaterally and with the EU, continues to 
urge the parties to prioritise progress towards a durable solution for Gaza, and to 
take the necessary steps to ensure Gaza’s reconstruction and economic recovery. 
I raised the issue with the Israeli National Security Adviser on 3 June. There is an 
urgent need for agreement to address the terrible situation in Gaza and the 
drivers of conflict. We welcome the recent positive steps that Israel has taken to 
ease some restrictions. However, we want to see Israel go much further. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2644/  
 

 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL347] To ask Her Majesty’s Government further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 2 June (HL10), what is their assessment of 
the cause of the conflict in Gaza, and in particular the effect of Israel's military 
occupation; and what improvements in living standards have been delivered to the 
people of Gaza following Israel’s lifting of certain restrictions. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The underlying causes of the conflict in Gaza are 
rocket fire and other attacks against Israel from Hamas and other militant groups; 
Israeli restrictions on movement and access; and the lack of progress made by 
the Palestinian Authority in returning to Gaza to restore effective and accountable 
governance. Israeli restrictions damage the economy and living standards of 
ordinary people in Gaza. Israel’s lifting of certain restrictions has resulted in some 
limited improvements in living standards in Gaza compared to the situation in the 
immediate aftermath of last summer’s conflict. The water supply has been 
doubled, more agricultural produce is leaving Gaza for export to Israel or transfer 
to the West Bank, and the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism is facilitating repairs. 
However,  the UN Office  for the  Coordination of  Humanitarian  Affairs  assesses  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2616/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2616/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2644/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-16/2644/
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that the humanitarian situation in Gaza remains dire. We are continuing to call on 
Israel to ease movement and access restrictions further. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL347/  
 

The written answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL10/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL409] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they accept the RAND 
Corporation's calculation of the benefits that would follow a full solution to the conflict 
between Israel and Palestine; and whether they will discuss those findings with both 
sides. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not 
made an assessment of the findings of RAND Corporation’s calculations. 
However we do agree that there would be economic benefits for both sides in the 
event of a two-state solution being achieved, and have made this clear with the 
parties and will continue to do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL409/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Manzoor [HL435] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how much money has 
been invested in soft power in  

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Spending on projects to bring together interfaith 
communities is dispersed across Government and is a mainstream part of other 
Government activity. Disaggregating this spending would incur disproportional 
cost. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-11/HL435/  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Wes Streeting [2498] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to ensure that the right to freedom of religion or belief is 
upheld across the world; and if he will appoint an envoy for that purpose. 

David Lidington: All FCO Ministers raise the issue of freedom of religion or belief 
in bilateral and multilateral fora, whenever relevant, as a core part of our existing 
human rights work. We consider this the most effective approach. 
The Minister of State, my noble Friend the right hon. Baroness Anelay of St Johns 
met the All Party Parliamentary Group for International Freedom of Religion or 
Belief on 17 June to set out the UK’s commitment to uphold globally freedom of 
religion or belief. On 18 June she met the US Ambassador-at-Large for 
International Religious Freedom, Rabbi David Saperstein, to discuss upcoming 
joint action. Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) officials attended the 
inaugural meeting of an International Contact Group on Freedom of Religion or 
Belief to discuss how we can better work together internationally. Last week, the 
Archbishop of  Canterbury  and the Grand Mufti of Al-Azhar  addressed staff in the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL347/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL347/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL10/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL10/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL409/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL409/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-11/HL435/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-11/HL435/
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FCO on the subject of “Faith, Freedom and Foreign Policy” as part of the FCO’s 
ongoing religious literacy initiative. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-15/2498/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150622/debtext/150622-
0002.htm#1506227000001  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
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Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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