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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Racial Violence 
David Simpson [1983] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps her Department has taken to prevent racist attacks on people with young families. 

Karen Bradley: The Government takes all forms of hate crime very seriously and 
deplores all racially motivated attacks. Crime that is motivated by hostility or 
hatred towards the victim is particularly corrosive and can have devastating 
consequences for victims and their families. 
In 2012, we published a hate crime action plan and a total of 23 actions were 
dedicated to preventing hate crime. This includes work to tackle racist material on 
the internet, development of targeted materials to promote community cohesion 
and reduce racist attacks, and supporting working groups on anti-Semitism and 
anti-Muslim hatred to tackle negative attitudes towards those groups within 
communities.  Our comprehensive new Counter-Extremism strategy, which will 
set out a range of measures to identify and defeat extremism in all of its forms, 
including racial hate crime, will be published in the summer. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1983/  
 

Religiously Aggravated Offences 
Greg Mulholland [1569] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, when 
she plans to bring forward legislative proposals for police forces in England and Wales to 
record anti-Muslim hate crime. 

Mike Penning: The Government takes all forms of hate crime very seriously. We 
deplore all religious and racially motivated attacks and we are committed to 
ensuring that the police respond appropriately when they occur. Since 2012 the 
police have recorded all hate crimes as part of their Annual Data Requirement. 
The crimes are recorded by motivation – by race, religion, sexual orientation, 
transgender identity and disability.  We are currently looking at how we can break 
this data down further. Our comprehensive new Counter- Extremism strategy, 
which will set out a range of measures to identify and defeat extremism in all of its 
forms, will be published in the summer. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1569/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1983/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1983/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1569/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1569/
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Euthanasia 
Paul Flynn [1938] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what his policy is on 
legalising assisted suicide for people who are terminally ill or are permanently and 
incurably suffering. 

Mike Penning: The Government believes that any change to the law in this area 
is an issue of individual conscience and a matter for Parliament to decide rather 
than one for Government policy. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1938/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012 
The Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs (Paul Wheelhouse): … 
Although the act is a high-profile and important piece of legislation, it is by no means the 
only measure that the Government has deployed to tackle offensive behaviour and 
crimes that are associated with different forms of hatred. However, I hope to set out why I 
believe that the act is a tool that should remain available to the police and the courts. I 
will also set out where I believe there is scope for improving the implementation and 
operation of the act. I am keen to work with all partners to do that. 
The basis for moving forward is the evaluation’s recommendations and suggested 
improvements in how the act is applied and used. However, I am keen to supplement 
that by hearing from those who have an interest in the legislation, who want to respond to 
the recommendations and who have ideas for improving operation of the act. Our on-
going aim is to learn from the evidence and improve implementation. … 
I whole-heartedly welcome the decline in offences under the act. That decline reflects 
opinion that we have observed through other work that we have been doing, in particular 
in relation to tackling sectarianism: the public tell us time and again that they are tired of 
the worn-out rhetoric of bigotry, which has no place in modern Scotland. 
The act has some harsh critics. Since taking on responsibility for my portfolio, I have 
been keen to understand the basis for that opposition and to consider how legitimate 
concerns can be addressed in order to improve implementation and operation of the act. 
The act was not created in a vacuum; it resulted from circumstances that simply could not 
be tolerated and which needed a strong policy response. Members may recall that during 
the 2010-11 football season we saw an unacceptable level of sectarianism on Facebook, 
on internet forums, in blogs and on other social media, and that we saw a number of 
high-profile figures being targeted with parcel bombs and death threats, alongside 
increased patterns of violence and disorder at some football matches. When Parliament 
legislates, it chooses to communicate important messages. In response to those 
events, the act stated that bigotry, prejudice and the celebration of loss of life and of 
terrorist activity are unacceptable. … 
We have never promoted the view that societal problems can be eradicated through 
legislation alone; they are complex problems that can be addressed only through a range 
of activities. That is why the act is part of our broader work to tackle abusive behaviour 
and why it has never been intended as a single fix. However, I recognise that there are 
areas in which improvements could be made. … 
The Lord Advocate will be updating his guidelines on the act to ensure that prosecutors 
are aware of the diversionary programme and are able to use it in all suitable cases. He 
will also be highlighting precedents that have been established through case law in order 
to clarify interpretation of the act and to achieve a more consistent approach to its 
application. … 
Tackling all forms of abusive behaviour, including abusive behaviour in and associated  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1938/
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with football, is a Government priority. It is central to building an inclusive Scotland where 
all can live and raise their families in peace without fear of threats, abuse or prejudice. 
The act remains an important tool for helping us to achieve that goal. … 
To read the full statement and subsequent question and answer session see 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10018&i=91952#
ScotParlOR  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Remembering Srebrenica 
17.02  Ruth Davidson: … We in this place rightly commemorate Holocaust memorial 
day. We remember the millions who died across Europe, we watch films and television 
documentaries, we read of what happened and we learn the names of Auschwitz, 
Bergen-Belsen, Treblinka and Dachau. We are familiar with the grainy, black and white 
images of that time, of which we are—correctly—taught in school. As the wartime 
generation passes, we see that genocide as history that is confined to Pathé 
newsreels—important but removed—and we say, “Never again.” 
However, the Holocaust was not the last genocide on Europe’s shores. It was not the last 
time that the cover of war was used to liquidate a people because of their birth. The 
genocide at Srebrenica did not happen at a time of black and white newsreels; it 
happened just a few hundred miles from where we stand, at a time when David Beckham 
and Ryan Giggs were playing football for Manchester United. It happened at the time of 
shell suits, Game Boys, PlayStations and satellite news. It happened in front of us but, 
because the Balkans wars were messy, complicated and hard to understand, we chose 
at times not to concentrate on what was happening to our world neighbours. … 

 

17.08  Roderick Campbell: … It is right that communities and nations commemorate the 
Srebrenica massacre. In Fife, Holocaust memorial day in January helped to 
commemorate all victims of genocide as part of a remembrance day that marks two 
significant anniversaries this year. It is 70 years since the liberation of Auschwitz and 20 
years since the Srebrenica genocide. …  

 

17.22  The Minister for Europe and International Development (Humza Yousaf): … It 
is important to put it on record that the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust is very good at 
outreach and at ensuring that we remember genocides and massacres around the 
world—not just the Holocaust, which it is right that we remember, but many other 
genocides, too. … 
The Scottish Government supports work to tackle religious hatred and intolerance and 
works with the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust to support Scotland’s national 
commemoration of the Holocaust and subsequent genocides. … 
The Government will not tolerate any form of religious or racial prejudice, because we 
recognise where it may lead. We will accept no excuses for any hatred or hate crime and 
we will continue to work tirelessly to ensure that everybody can feel safe in Scotland’s 
communities. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10018&i=91956#
ScotParlOR  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10018&i=91952#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10018&i=91952#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10018&i=91956#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10018&i=91956#ScotParlOR
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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Iran (Proposed Nuclear Agreement) 
col 2WH  Rehman Chishti: … Iran [is] harbouring and sponsoring terrorism in Yemen by 
supporting the Houthi rebels to destabilise the region, as well as in Syria, Iraq and 
Lebanon, in addition to supporting Hamas in Israel. We cannot have a nuclear 
agreement with a state that is sponsoring and harbouring terrorism. It is a short-term fix 
for a long-term problem for the international community. … 

 

col 7WH  Liam Fox: … Khamenei … has never wavered in his belief about the purity of 
the Islamic revolution, his detestation of the United States or his contempt for the 
existence of the state of Israel. …  

 

col 9WH  Richard Bacon: … Iran is a signatory to the non-proliferation treaty. The same 
cannot be said of Israel, Pakistan or India. Iran is surrounded by countries that have 
nuclear weapons: to the north, Russia; to the west, Israel; to the east, Pakistan; and, to 
the south, the United States through its navy. The desire to defend oneself in a tough 
neighbourhood is normal. …  
I will quote from Seyed Hossein Mousavian’s book, “The Iranian Nuclear Crisis” … “The 
fact that the P5+1 countries maintain strategic and aid relations with Israel, India and 
Pakistan, which have nuclear weapons and are not parties to the NPT, while at the same 
time they pressure Iran, which has not acquired nuclear weapons, sends a message to 
other countries that once they get the bomb they are immune.” … 
Iran was described earlier in the debate as “the premier sponsor of terrorism.” It is true 
that Iran maintains relations with Hamas in Gaza and retains relations with Hezbollah in 
southern Lebanon. We know that they are groups engaged in terrorism, but no one 
would suggest that they are the premier threat to world peace through terrorism at the 
moment. … 

 

col 14WH  Dr Offord: … The nuclear programme can also be used for the blackmail of 
regional countries by raising the threat of a localised nuclear attack. … Most of all, it can 
be used as a tool to sabotage the middle east peace process and give advantage to Iran 
to dictate the terms and destabilise order in the region, especially in countries such as 
Israel. … 
The Iranian regime is known to provide financial and material support to extremist 
Islamist terrorist organisations in the middle east, including Hamas, Hezbollah and the 
insurgencies in Afghanistan and Iraq. It reportedly provides Hezbollah with up to $200 
million a year and spends up to $35 billion to prop up the Assad regime. Between 2006 
and 2011, it financed Hamas with up to $300 million annually. Iran actively sponsors 
international terrorist groups that are committed to the destruction of Israel and act as 
Iran’s proxies. …  

 

col 15WH  Neil Parish: … the idea of Iran, with its attitudes towards its neighbours, 
especially towards Israel, having a nuclear weapon and being capable of using it is 
abominable. …  

 

col 19WH  Mr Spellar: … it is reasonably argued that in many cases Iran is pressing and 
supporting elements within Hamas and Hezbollah who want to take things further, as 
against those who want a more moderate position. …  

 

Tom Tugendhat: … the reality is that actions in Argentina and Bulgaria, and the murder 
of Israeli and European citizens in Germany over many years, demonstrate that Iran’s 
involvement in terrorism is not a foreign matter, but very much a domestic one. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150616/halltext/150616
h0001.htm#15061657000001  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150616/halltext/150616h0001.htm#15061657000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150616/halltext/150616h0001.htm#15061657000001
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House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Humanitarian Aid 
Jo Cox [1684] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
contribution the UK has made to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian 
refugees in each of the last three years; what contribution the UK plans to make to that 
Agency for such work in each of the next three years; what the reasons are for changes 
in the level of those contributions; and if she will make a statement. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK is the third largest donor to UNRWA’s General Fund 
and we have provided additional funding to UNRWA’s emergency appeals. In 
2012/13, our contributions totalled £43.8 million; in 2013/14, we provided £49.8 
million, and in 2014/15 we contributed £53.4 million. Our average General Fund 
contribution was £33 million. In 2015/16, we are providing £30 million to the 
General Fund plus £8 million for the Syria emergency appeal and £2 million for 
UNRWA’s work in Gaza. We will continue to review our emergency funding and 
agree a new multi-year package of support for UNRWA in the months ahead. We 
will continue to support UNRWA pending a political solution for Palestinian 
refugees, but the Agency needs to take urgent steps to address its chronic deficit 
through reform. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1684/  
 

Iran: Nuclear Power 
Nigel Evans [1905] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on Iran's nuclear 
programme. 

Tobias Ellwood: I most recently discussed Iran's nuclear programme, among 
other issues, with the Israeli National Security Adviser during his visit on 3-4 June. 
Officials from the Government of Israel also have regular discussions with our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv about Iran and the E3+3 negotiations with Iran on its nuclear 
programme. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1905/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Derek Thomas [2277] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to his Palestinian counterparts on the 
levels of incitement to violence against Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We deplore all incitement to violence and raise cases of concern 
with both the Palestinian and Israeli authorities as required. We have urged the 
leadership of both the Palestinian and Israeli authorities to avoid engaging in, or 
encouraging, the type of action and language which will make it more difficult to 
achieve a peaceful negotiated solution to the conflict. The issue of incitement was 
last raised with the Palestinian Authority in November 2014, due to our concerns 
over the volatile situation in Jerusalem and to the complaints we had received 
about a specific letter written by President Abbas. We continue to support 
Palestinian calls to reinstate the Tripartite Committee as the appropriate channel 
to deal with allegations of Palestinian or Israeli incitement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-11/2277/  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1684/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1684/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1905/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1905/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-11/2277/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-11/2277/
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United Nations 

Palestinian refugee crisis a 'time bomb' for Middle East region, warns UN official 
The stark conditions afflicting millions of displaced Palestinians across the Middle East 
risk destabilizing the region and plunging it into a deeper humanitarian and security 
crisis, the head of the United Nations agency assisting Palestinian refugees has warned. 
“The isolation, exclusion and dispossession of Palestine refugees in Syria, Gaza, the 
West Bank, Jordan and Lebanon represent a time-bomb for the Middle East region,” 
Pierre Krähenbühl, the Commissioner General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees, told a meeting of the agency's Advisory Commission of major 
donors and host governments … 
Gaza today is home to the highest unemployment levels in the world, with more than 60 
per cent of young people not working. Meanwhile, some 60,000 Palestine refugees from 
Syria have fled to Lebanon and Jordan, putting pressure on host communities. From 
Syria's Yarmouk refugee settlement to the West Bank, the lives of Palestine refugees are 
constrained, with poverty and deprivation overflowing in overcrowded camps and the 
needs of the communities continuing to grow resources. … 
“Being a Palestine refugee in Gaza means being a victim of a blockade that affects every 
aspect of one's life and being dependent on food aid while being educated and wishing 
to be self-sufficient. Being a Palestine refugee in Aida camp near Bethlehem means 
living under the fear of daily incursions and detentions, as well as the anguish of denied 
access to opportunities. Being a Palestine refugee in the Yarmouk refugee camp in 
Damascus means being a resident trapped by a merciless siege and bombardments and 
violence, deprived of regular access to water, food, electricity and basic health,” Mr. 
Krähenbühl declared. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51173#.VYF_HhOqqko  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/am003-b.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/am003-c.htm  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51173#.VYF_HhOqqko
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/am003-b.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/am003-c.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
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Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
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