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Home Affairs 

Queen’s Speech 

Queen’s Speech 2015: full text 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/queens-speech-2015  
 
Prime Minister sets out his vision for the country in a 'one nation' Queen's Speech  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-sets-out-his-vision-for-the-country-in-a-one-
nation-queens-speech  
  
Queen’s Speech 2015: what it means for you 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/queens-speech-2015-what-it-means-for-
you/queens-speech-2015-what-it-means-for-you  
  
Queen’s Speech 2015: briefing notes 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/430149/Q
S_lobby_pack_FINAL_NEW_2.pdf  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Human Rights Minister marks Solidarity Sabbath 
The UK Government is demonstrating its commitment to standing up to anti-Semitism by 
taking part in the International Solidarity Sabbath on Friday 22 May. 
This new international initiative - launched by the Lantos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Justice - aims for leaders from across Europe and North America to demonstrate a 
unified response to the increasing acts of anti-Semitism present on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 
To mark the day, Foreign Office Minister for Human Rights, Baroness Anelay, visited a 
Jewish primary school in North London as they prepared for the weekly Sabbath. … 
Baroness Anelay said: … For too long anti-Semitism has been a scourge on our 
communities with the number of anti-Semitic attacks in the UK reaching a record high 
last year. The fact that anti-Semitism continues to be a problem in our society, despite 
the strong stand the government has taken, is deeply worrying. We need to continue our 
comprehensive efforts to tackle it. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-human-rights-minister-marks-solidarity-sabbath  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/queens-speech-2015
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Charity Commission 

Friends of Horim Establishments Tel Aviv and Arad: inquiry report 
The charity’s trustees were in default of their legal obligations to file accounting 
information with the commission. This was mismanagement and misconduct in the 
administration of the charity and a breach of their legal duties. The reason the charity 
gave for non compliance was not a legitimate excuse … As a result of the inquiry, the 
commission ensured the charity complied with its legal obligations to submit their annual 
accounting information. Two sets of accounts were filed and as a result over £315,000 of 
charitable income is now transparently and publicly accounted for on the register. … 
To read the full report see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/428067/frie
nds_of_horim_establishments_tel_aviv___arad.pdf  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Written Answer 

Covenant for Engagement with Faith Communities 
Darren Millar: Further to the development of a Covenant for Engagement with Faith 
Communities by the UK Parliament's All Party Group on Faith and Society, what 
consideration has the Minister given to the development of a similar covenant for use in 
Wales by the Welsh Government and Welsh local authorities? (WAQ68680) 

The Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty (Lesley Griffiths):  The 
Welsh Government engages and consults with the major faith communities on 
issues of policy and strategy through the Faith Communities Forum meetings.  . It 
is for Local Authorities in Wales to best decide how to engage with faith 
communities. 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=Written%20Question&itemid=3061  
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Israel 

UK Trade and Investment 

Doing business in Israel: Israel trade and export guide (updated) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exporting-to-israel/exporting-to-israel  
 
 

European Union 

Donor co-ordination group for the Palestinian people  
… Since its establishment in 1993, the AHLC has served as the principal policy-level 
coordination mechanism for development assistance to the Palestinian people. The 
strategic role of the AHLC is to underpin political efforts to achieve a two-state solution by 
supporting the development of sustainable institutions in preparation for Palestinian 
statehood.  
The forthcoming meeting is expected to review the progress made by the Palestinian 
Authority in its reform agenda, assess the need for international support, and take stock 
of the efforts to rebuild Gaza … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150526_02_en.htm  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/428067/friends_of_horim_establishments_tel_aviv___arad.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/428067/friends_of_horim_establishments_tel_aviv___arad.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=Written%20Question&itemid=3061
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=Written%20Question&itemid=3061
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exporting-to-israel/exporting-to-israel
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150526_02_en.htm
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Amnesty 

Hamas tortured and killed Palestinian 'collaborators' during Israel conflict - new 
report 
… Hamas forces abducted, tortured and unlawfully killed Palestinians accused of 
“collaborating” with Israel and others during Israel’s military offensive against Gaza last 
July and August, according to a new report by Amnesty International …  
Many of these unlawful killings were publicly described as attacks against people 
assisting Israel during the 2014 conflict, as part of an operation codenamed “Strangling 
Necks” to target “collaborators”. However, in reality, at least 16 of those executed had 
been in Hamas custody since before the conflict broke out. Many had been awaiting the 
outcome of their trials when they were taken away from prison and summarily 
executed. … 
Hamas forces also abducted, tortured or attacked members and supporters of Fatah, 
their main rival political organisation within Gaza, including former members of the 
Palestinian Authority security forces. Not a single person has been held accountable for 
the crimes committed by Hamas forces against Palestinians during the 2014 conflict, 
indicating that these crimes were either ordered or condoned by the authorities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/hamas-tortured-and-killed-palestinian-collaborators-
during-israel-conflict-new-report  
 
‘Strangling Necks’: Abduction, torture and summary killings of Palestinians by 
Hamas forces during the 2014 Gaza/Israel conflict  
http://www.amnestyusa.org/sites/default/files/embargoed_report_2015_strangling_necks.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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