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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Humanitarian Crisis in the Mediterranean and Europe 
col 417  Angus Robertson: … The history of these islands stands as testament to 
solidarity with fellow Europeans and to people from further afield. I am talking about the 
thousands of Huguenots fleeing religious persecution, the thousands of Russian Jews 
fleeing the pogroms of the 19th century, the thousands of Basque children fleeing the 
Spanish civil war and the thousands of Jewish children in the Kindertransport. 
Incidentally, I am not sure why people do not ask why it was just a Kindertransport. Much 
has been said in recent days in praise—and I am praising it—of the good will in 
welcoming people. We should also not turn a blind eye to some of the siren voices of 
past decades that, among other things, restricted adults from Austria who were fleeing 
the Nazis in 1938. It is right that we should praise, and be aware of, the contribution that 
has been made in past decades. I am not just talking about the run-up to the second 
world war. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150909/debtext/15090
9-0001.htm#15090928000001  
 

col 500  Alex Salmond: … I recently became a member of UK Holocaust Memorial 
Foundation’s board, which is chaired by Sir Peter Bazalgette on a cross-party basis. 
During the first meeting I attended I made the point that the organisation must be about 
more than having a memorial, as crucial as that is. It must ensure that the memory of 
what happened in the holocaust is never lost and that information about it is available to 
future generations, but it must also celebrate the contribution that those who were saved 
from the death camps have made to this country, in medicine, science, business and the 
arts.   Although this debate has not been guilty of using dehumanising language, not 
enough has been said about what an opportunity this is. That is surprising, given how 
many Members pointed out that they themselves are the sons, daughters or 
grandchildren of immigrants or refugees. This is not a burden, a problem or a drag; it is 
an opportunity. Every family, every child and every human being that we contribute to 
saving has an opportunity to do great things for this country, just as the refugees who 
were saved from the death camps have done. Let us change our attitude and see the 
potential in doing the right thing, not just the problems.…  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150909/debtext/15090
9-0003.htm  
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Holocaust 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Sir Eric Pickles announced as UK Envoy on Post-Holocaust Issues 
The Prime Minister’s Office have announced that Sir Eric Pickles has been appointed the 
new UK Envoy on Post-Holocaust Issues, taking over from Sir Andrew Burns, who has 
served for 5 very successful years in the role. 
Sir Eric’s work is to ensure that the lessons of the Holocaust are never forgotten, 
including by future generations. As the UK Envoy he will play a prominent role in 
international discussions on all post-Holocaust matters. Sir Eric will lead the UK 
delegation to the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance. He will also sit on the 
International Commission of the International Tracing Service, which supervises the 
management of the records of the WW2 concentration camps and displaced persons’ 
camps. He will support delivery of the Prime Minister’s Holocaust commission report 
‘Britain’s Promise to Remember’. Sir Eric will also work to develop international 
partnerships that can support the new world-class Learning Centre to be built in London 
and to advance Holocaust education, research and remembrance around the world. 
Sir Eric Pickles said: I am very honoured to have been asked to take on this role. The UK 
is a leader internationally in ensuring the Holocaust is properly commemorated and the 
lessons learnt. I am deeply committed to ensuring we retain and build on this position 
over the years to come. 
I would like to pay tribute to Sir Andrew. He has worked tirelessly over the last five years, 
culminating in the successful UK chairmanship of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance in 2014. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sir-eric-pickles-announced-as-uk-envoy-on-post-
holocaust-issues  
 
 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Supplementary Report of the Spoliation Advisory Panel in respect of an oil 
Painting by John Constable 'Beaching a Boat, Brighton' 
… In its previous Report dated 26 March 2014 (HC 1016), the Panel concluded that the 
moral strength of the Claimants’ case and the moral obligation on the Tate warranted a 
recommendation that the Painting should be returned by the Tate to the Claimants. 
Tate accepted the Panel’s advice but received, shortly thereafter a copy of an export 
licence for the Painting dated 17 December 1946. The return of the Painting was halted 
to allow Tate to carry out further research, following which it sought the further advice of 
the Panel to which Ministers agreed. … 
The Panel found that, despite the diligent research carried out by Tate, no links had been 
discovered between Baron Hatvany and the names on the export licence. They further 
concluded that, on the balance of probabilities, Baron Hatvany had not recovered the 
Painting after it was looted and that the export licence was being sought by persons who 
were either ignorant of its pre-1944 provenance or, knowing it, were sufficiently confident 
that the work would not in all likelihood be identified as formerly part of the Hatvany 
collection by the procedures then in force in the Museum of Fine Art in Budapest. 
The Panel’s final conclusion in the matter was, therefore, that the Painting should be 
returned to the Claimants. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supplementary-report-of-the-spoliation-
advisory-panel-in-respect-of-an-oil-painting-by-john-constable-beaching-a-boat-brighton  
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Supplementary Report of the Spoliation Advisory Panel in respect of an oil 
Painting by John Constable 'Beaching a Boat, Brighton' 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459383/51
137_HC_439_Constable_Report_ACCESSIBLE.pdf  
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Israel 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister Netanyahu visit to Downing Street 
A Downing Street spokesperson said: The 2 leaders welcomed the growing economic 
ties between the UK and Israel, particularly the progress that had been made since the 
PM’s visit in a number of areas, including research and science, with an additional £3 
million of new funding for bilateral medical research projects in 2017. 
They agreed that cyber security was a vital issue, and that it had to be considered both in 
terms of threats and opportunities. They agreed to collaborate further, with a new 
package of co-operation covering training and joint exercises to prepare against cyber 
attacks. The UK will send a cyber business delegation to Israel in December to further 
strengthen this co-operation. 
On the Middle East, both leaders reiterated their commitment to a 2 state resolution as 
the only way to secure lasting peace in the Middle East, and the Prime Minister 
emphasised the importance of improving daily life for the people of Gaza, for example 
through better power and water supplies and facilitating travel in and out of Gaza. 
They also discussed the threat of Islamist extremism and agreed that both political and 
economic security was required for long term peace, and pledged to continue to work 
together to support fragile countries in North Africa. 
On Iran, they recognised that while there were differences in their approach, both shared 
the objective of greater stability in the region, and agreed that it was in the interests of all 
that Iran allowed regular inspections of its nuclear facilities. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-netanyahu-visit-to-downing-street  
 
 

European Parliament 

MEPs press the EU to come up with a bold peace initiative for the Middle East 
Parliament called on Thursday for a fresh EU approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
The EU must fulfil its responsibilities as an influential player and take a bold and 
comprehensive peace initiative for the region, MEPs said, regretting the lack of a 
comprehensive and coherent vision of the EU's engagement in the Middle East Peace 
Process, despite its ambitions there. … 
"Preserving the viability of the two-state solution through concrete action and ensuring full 
respect for the rights of civilians on both sides must be an immediate priority for the EU 
and the international community", … 
Ending the blockade of the Gaza Strip, its urgent reconstruction and rehabilitation 
following the 2014 summer war must be a humanitarian aid priority for the EU and the 
international community, MEPs urge the EU and other donors to live up to their promises 
to UNRWA …   
They also call for the EU Border Assistance Mission EUBAM Rafah to be reactivated 
"with a more ambitious mandate and adequate means" to "play a concrete role in the 
control of the Gaza Strip's borders with Egypt and Israel." 
The resolution was passed by 525 votes to 70, with 31 abstentions. … 
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To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150903IPR91534/html/MEPs-
press-the-EU-to-come-up-with-a-bold-peace-initiative-for-the-Middle-East  
 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy urges constructive steps for Palestinian unity amid postponement of key 
gathering 
The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process urged all 
Palestinian leaders and factions to use the opportunity provided by the postponement of 
the meeting of the Palestine National Council to take constructive steps towards 
achieving unity. … 
“I urge all Palestinian leaders and factions to seize this opportunity to take constructive 
steps towards achieving genuine Palestinian unity on the basis of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) principles, and to strengthen the PLO as the sole and 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people,” said Mr. Mladenov. … 
Senior UN officials have repeatedly stressed the need for all Palestinian groups to 
resolve their differences and find common ground, on the basis of non-violence and 
reconciliation, to achieve national unity which is critical for a two-State solution. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51834#.VfGZhp2qqko  
 
Concluding International Meeting on Israeli Settlements, Experts Tackle Question 
of Whether Two-State Solution Was ‘Dead or Alive’ 
Israeli settlement expansion would kill hope for an agreement towards the establishment 
of two sovereign States existing side by side peacefully, experts told the International 
Meeting on the Question of Palestine … 
… Martina Anderson, Chair of the European Parliament’s Delegation for Relations with 
the Palestinian Legislative Council in Brussels … [said] The Union’s relations with Israel 
were governed by the Association Agreement, which allowed for preferential trade 
between them.  … The Union’s failure to react appropriately to Israel’s breaches of its 
commitments sent that country a message that its violations of basic principles of human 
rights were tolerated. … 
Unfortunately, the Union allowed the Palestine situation to worsen by acting as a mere 
bystander watching the erosion of the two-State solution.  Suspending the Agreement 
essentially meant the Union abiding by its own rules. 
Such a suspension would force Israel to address its breaches of human rights in the 
Occupied Territory … 
Unfortunately, the current Parliament had moved further to the right, making it more 
difficult to rally unified support for robust resolutions condemning Israel’s consistent 
violation of international and humanitarian law. … 
Ms. Ben Nun said that her organization, Peace Now, had identified settlements as a 
major obstacle to peace and, therefore, monitored and analysed settlement 
developments, exposing those to the eyes of the public and stakeholders.  … The two-
State solution was still supported by a majority of both populations.  Given that settlers 
represented only 4.4 per cent of the Israeli population in the West Bank, only 1.8 per cent 
of Israeli population would be evacuated under an agreement.  A small percentage of the 
Israeli and Palestinian population must not determine the reality of the entire region. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 
Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 
12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
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Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
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