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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly No Day Named Motion 

Thomas Buchanan: Conscience Clause – That this Assembly notes the increasing 
number of cases across the UK whereby the freedom of religion is afforded a lesser 
priority than other fundamental freedoms; acknowledges that this gradation of 
fundamental rights often leads to people of faith leaving their employment or being forced 
out of business; and calls on the Minister for Employment and Learning to bring forward 
legislation to introduce a conscience clause for people of faith to allow them to exercise 
religious freedom in the workplace. 
http://tinyurl.com/q6nkzaa  
 
 

Charity Commission 

Charity Commission sets out plans for the annual return 2016 
… The content of the annual return for 2016 will remain broadly the same as the content 
of the annual return for 2015. The only changes will be to the financial information 
required of charities with an income of £500,000 and over, reflecting the changes needed 
as a result of the new SORP. 
In 2014 the commission consulted on a number of possible new annual return questions 
for charities, including asking charities what they spend each year on campaigning. 
Following the consultation the commission decided that it would not include this question 
in the 2015 annual return, but would revisit whether or not to include it in 2016. Whilst 
recognising that there remains public interest in charities campaigning, the commission 
has taken account of the administrative burden that such an additional question would 
place on charities, and so will not include a question in the 2016 annual return on 
campaigning expenditure. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-commission-sets-out-plans-for-the-annual-return-
2016?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CharityCommi
ssionUpdates+%28Charity+Commission+updates%29 
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Israel 

UK Parliament Petition 

The following online petition has now received 103,863 signatures (as of 9pm 
today), and is therefore eligible for consideration as the subject of a House of 
Commons debate. 
 

Benjamin Netanyahu to be arrested for war crimes when he arrives in London 
Benjamin Netanyahu is to hold talks in London this September. Under international law 
he should be arrested for war crimes upon arrival in the U.K for the massacre of over 
2000 civilians in 2014 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/105446  
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Other Relevant Information 

Board of Deputies 

Board calls on world leaders to act over refugee crisis 
“You must not oppress foreigners. You know what it’s like to be a foreigner, for you 
yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 23:9)” 
The Board of Deputies expresses its horror and pain at the death of Aylan Kurdi, the 
three year old Syrian Kurdish boy who drowned alongside his brother Galip and their 
mother, Rehan off the coast of Turkey. The family are from Kobani, which has been 
subjected to some of the fiercest fighting between ISIS and Kurdish groups. We hope 
that the shocking photo which has made its way around the world will spur world leaders 
into action. 
Senior Vice President Richard Verber said: “As war rages with unthinkable barbarity in 
the Middle East, we must be diligent in avoiding using dehumanising language when 
discussing this issue, particularly given the history of Jews in the UK – most of whom are 
descended from refugees. We must act with compassion and care towards our fellow 
human beings.” 
http://www.bod.org.uk/board-statement-on-the-refugee-crisis/  
 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

Interfaith call for action  on the refugee crisis 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities has joined with the Church of Scotland, the 
Catholic Church in Scotland, and the Muslim Council of Scotland to issue a joint 
statement in response to the current desperate situation facing the thousands of 
refugees fleeing war and persecution beyond Europe's borders:  
“Our faiths instruct us not to fear the stranger, but to love our neighbour. We view the 
desperate situation facing refugees currently seeking sanctuary in Europe with growing 
alarm. We are compelled to speak out on this issue. 
Our faiths in their different ways are rooted in the refugee experience, in what it means to 
be forced to leave a place where one's very existence is threatened in search of 
somewhere safer. Our scriptures teach the importance of love and compassion for all 
who are destitute. We are concerned by the dehumanising language used to describe 
people who are so desperate that they risk their lives, and we share the belief that all 
people have an inherent dignity and right to life. 
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We welcome the UK and Scottish governments' willingness to offer a safe haven to these 
desperate people. We urge them to back this with practical action to help as many 
refugees as possible, and we call on our communities to support this and make them 
welcome.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2015/15ix_refugee_crisis/statement.html  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
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Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf  
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