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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Hereditary Diseases 
The following four questions all received the same answer 

Baroness Deech [HL5891] To ask Her Majesty’s Government which organisation or 
body is responsible for assessing the needs of the local population for carrier screening 
for genetic disorders in at risk populations without an established family history. 
Baroness Deech [HL5893] To ask Her Majesty’s Government which government 
department or organisation or body in the National Health Service is currently 
responsible for setting or determining the national policy for carrier screening for (1) Tay 
Sachs disease, (2) Familial Dysautonomia and Canavan disease, and (3) other severe 
inherited genetic disorders, in at risk populations without an established family history. 
Baroness Deech [HL5894] To ask Her Majesty’s Government which government 
department, NHS organisation or body is currently responsible for commissioning carrier 
screening services for (1) Tay Sachs disease, (2) Familial Dysautonomia and Canavan 
disease, and (3) other severe inherited genetic disorders, in at risk populations without 
an established family history. 

Tay-Sachs Disease 
Baroness Deech [HL5892] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of provision in the National Health Service of carrier screening services for 
Tay Sachs disease in the Ashkenazi Jewish community since the change in national 
screening policy in April 2013. 

Earl Howe: The UK National Screening Committee makes recommendations on 
whole population screening programmes. It is for the National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence or its accredited guideline producing bodies to recommend 
care and testing of people at high risk. 
NHS England has commissioning arrangements in place for carrier testing for Tay 
Sachs disease for at risk populations. Genetic testing will be undertaken where 
there is a known family history, which indicates a risk of the specific condition or in 
response to the individual’s clinical symptoms. In the absence of a family history 
or clinical symptoms it is the responsibility of clinical commissioning groups based 
on their local needs as to whether they fund referrals to clinical genetics for carrier 
screening for Tay Sachs disease. 
Genomics offers a great opportunity to improve our insight into genetic diseases. It 
is  for  this  reason  that  the   Government  l aunched  a   world-leading project  to  
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sequence 100,000 genomes from National Health Service patients and 
established Genomics England, a subsidiary of the Department, to deliver the 
project. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5891/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5892/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5893/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5894/  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Oral Answers 

Hate Crime Awareness Week 2015 
15.48  Jeff Cuthbert: 10. Will the Minister make a statement on Welsh Government 
support for Hate Crime Awareness Week 2015? OAQ(4)0301(CTP) 

Lesley Griffiths: Yes. I issued a written statement last week outlining funding for 
police and crime commissioners to work within communities to increase reporting 
of hate crime. I will also host a national conference during Hate Crime Awareness 
Week in mid October this year to increase awareness of cyber hate and bullying. 

Jeff Cuthbert: Thank you, Minister, for that response. I was grateful also for your written 
statement of 12 March, updating Members on the activities and impact of Hate Crime 
Awareness Week 2014. 
Minister, following the tragic terrorist attacks in Paris in January, the Israeli Prime Minister 
made a call for European Jews to settle in Israel because they could not be considered 
safe in Europe. Will you therefore agree with me, Minister, that we must make it clear 
that all communities can feel safe and welcome in Wales and that hate crime has no 
place here? 

Lesley Griffiths: I absolutely agree with your sentiments. Wales has a very strong 
history of being welcoming to all people of all races, religions and backgrounds. I 
did meet with members of the Jewish reform synagogue in Cardiff during Hate 
Crime Awareness Week last October, and although the community has 
dramatically decreased in Wales over the years, members did tell me how proud 
they felt to identify themselves as Welsh and Jewish. They also raised some 
concerns with me, and have since raised some concerns with me, with regard to 
personal safety, particularly in the current international climate, where tensions 
are heightened. I'm very clear that any hate crime or incident is not to be 
tolerated. I think we’ve got excellent support right across Wales, through the 
national hate crime report and support centre. I strongly encourage all victims to 
come forward and report. Only then will we know the true scale of the problem. 

Paul Davies: Minister, I recently had the privilege of opening the Anne Frank historical 
photographic exhibition at Pembrokeshire College, where local schools were encouraged 
to visit and learn about the importance of tolerance, diversity and respecting our society. 
Now, the Welsh Government’s ‘Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for 
Action’ recognises the important role that schools can play in promoting respect in our 
society. Can you provide an update on what steps the Welsh Government has taken to 
deliver on actions in delivery area 1 of that particular framework, and can you tell us how 
the Welsh Government has specifically worked with schools to tackle hate crime and 
promote respect through the national curriculum? 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5891/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5891/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5892/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5892/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5893/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5893/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5894/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-19/HL5894/
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Lesley Griffiths: I’ve worked very closely with my colleague, the Minister for 
Education and Skills on this issue. We also provided funding for Holocaust 
Memorial Day and, at that commemoration service in Cardiff, it was very good to 
see young people from several schools, who had been out to Auschwitz on visits 
and then came and told us about their views. I think it’s really important that the 
younger generation are very aware of what went on, and certainly, as a 
Government, we’re very keen to support that. 

Lindsay Whittle: Minister, one potentially effective way of reducing hate crime in Wales 
is the use of restorative justice. What financial assistance can the Welsh Government 
provide in order to support research into the effectiveness of restorative justice in 
preventing further offences amongst the perpetrators of hate crime, please? 

Lesley Griffiths: This is something that would fall in the portfolio of my colleague, 
the Minister for Public Services, but I’m very happy to have a discussion with him 
to see what we can do, specifically in relation to hate crimes and restorative 
justice. 

There is no direct link to the above exchange. Follow the link below, and scroll 
down to 14.48 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3118&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Matthew Offord [228560] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what monitoring her Department undertakes of the content of UN Relief and Works 
Agency educational materials in Gaza and the West Bank. 

Desmond Swayne: We accompany our support for the UN Relief and Works 
Agency with stringent attention to their neutrality and values of peace. UNRWA 
continues to implement a human rights, conflict resolution and tolerance policy, 
which applies to all its schools in its five fields of operation, supplementing the 
host country curriculums. UNRWA has also developed a framework which 
establishes standard criteria for analysing and enhancing textbooks across all 
fields and includes tools to guide analysis of host country curricula, textbooks, and 
other learning material to ensure they reflect UN values. We take allegations of 
incitement very seriously and raise them with UNRWA whenever appropriate. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228560/  
 

Animal Products: Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn [228634] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, what steps she has taken to ensure that animal products originating in Israeli 
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory are not imported into the UK with 
sanitary or phytosanitary certification issued by the Israeli authorities; and when those 
steps were taken. 

George Eustice: Products of animal origin (POAO) imported from third countries 
must have been produced to standards at least equivalent to those in the 
European Union (EU). The European Commission's Food and Veterinary Office is 
responsible for carrying out inspections in the third countries from which POAO is 
imported. POAO from third countries must: 
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3118&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3118&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228560/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228560/
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 come from an approved country; 
 come from an approved establishment/plant; 
 be accompanied by appropriate animal and public health certification; 
 enter the EU through a Border Inspection Post (BIP) where checks are 

carried out to ensure that import conditions have been met. 
Israel is approved for a number of different categories of animal product. This 
approval is limited to Israel and does not include the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228634/ 
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Israel: Elections 
Baroness Prosser: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what changes they plan to make 
to their policy in respect of the Middle East following the recent election result in Israel. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): My Lords, the UK’s policy in the Middle East remains clear following 
the recent election in Israel. We look forward to good relations with the new Israeli 
Government, when formed, and to working closely together to address the vitally 
important task of building peace and stability between Israel and the Palestinians 
and the wider Middle East. Making progress towards the two-state solution 
remains a foreign policy priority for the United Kingdom. 

Baroness Prosser: I thank the Minister for that reply, but could she tell the House 
whether or not the Government will be developing a strategy to build a broad alliance of 
allies committed to persuading the Israeli Government that it is in their interests and the 
interests of the Israeli people to take more seriously the need for a two-state solution? 
Can she further tell us whether the Government propose to ensure that Mr Netanyahu 
takes that commitment more seriously? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I welcome the narrative that the noble 
Baroness has set out. We are in close consultation with international partners, 
including the US, EU and Arab states, on how we should encourage both parties 
to make progress towards peace. The UK has already led EU efforts to set out a 
package of unprecedented support that Europe would offer both parties in the 
event of a final status agreement. That offer is still on the table. Through the Arab 
peace initiative, Arab states have offered Israel the normalisation of relations in 
the event of a comprehensive peace agreement. That signals the benefits that 
peace would bring to the entire region. It is important that both Netanyahu and the 
Palestinians understand the serious proposals on offer and take them up. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: My Lords, does my noble friend accept that now may 
be the time to bring the United Nations back in? What discussions have the Government 
had with other EU Governments about a framework resolution on a peace settlement 
through the UN Security Council now that the United States is recalibrating its position? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I am sure these matters will continue to 
be discussed within the United Nations. In particular, of course, we are still 
awaiting the opportunity to see what the commission of inquiry into Israel 
produces in its report. We are disappointed that Israel did not allow the 
commission access to specific places. As to EU co-operation, currently 
discussions are going ahead in the EU about what further sanctions might be 
required if progress on the peace initiative is not made. 

Lord Leigh of Hurley): My Lords, on the subject of our involvement in the Middle East, 
does my noble friend share the concerns expressed by the UN political affairs chief, 
Jeffrey  Feltman?  He  has  cited evidence of  Hamas  testing  missiles and  attempting to  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228634/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228634/
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smuggle in materials that could be used for missile production. Does she share my 
concerns that Hamas might be preparing for another conflict against civilians? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, we have assessed that Hamas is 
seeking to rebuild infrastructure, including the tunnel network in Gaza, and we are 
indeed deeply concerned about the reports to which my noble friend has referred 
of militant groups rearming. Hamas faces a fundamental decision about whether it 
is prepared to accept the quartet principles and join in with the efforts for peace or 
whether it will continue to use violence and terror, with all the terrible 
consequences for the people of Gaza. Hamas needs to make that choice. 

Lord Clarke of Hampstead: My Lords, the election results in Israel show a clear concern 
for internal security and for the surrounding borders. Does the Minister agree that any 
future discussions about policy should take into account the developing nuclear 
programme in Iran, which poses a constant threat to the peace of the whole region? I 
hope that we will continue the work to stop Iran producing a nuclear bomb. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, discussions are currently under way 
with Iran about producing a political framework to resolve the issue of the potential 
development of its nuclear capability. As I say, those negotiations are currently 
under way and I would not wish to compromise them, but clearly a huge amount 
of effort has been put into them. We are of course aware of the implications for 
the whole region of getting that settlement right. We need a good deal and the 
right deal, and all our efforts are bent towards that. It is important not only for 
Israel and Palestine; it is important for the whole region and for us. 
Lord Ashdown of Norton-sub-Hamdon: My Lords, there are of course many 
impediments to peace in the Middle East, but is not the greatest of these Israel’s 
flagrantly illegal occupation of Palestinian territory? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I assume that my noble friend is referring to 
the way in which Israel has extended settlements against the original agreements rather 
than simply where Israel has its own territory as such under international law. Our 
position on settlements is clear. They are illegal under international law, they present an 
obstacle to peace and they take us further away from a two-state solution. We strongly 
urge the Government of Israel to reverse their policy on illegal settlements. 
Lord Bach: My Lords, the House will be pleased to hear that Her Majesty’s 
Government’s support for a two-state solution remains strong, and I should say that Her 
Majesty’s Opposition continue to support a two-state solution as the best way to end this 
tragic impasse. My question is this: will Her Majesty’s Government make it clear in the 
strongest possible terms to the new Israeli Government, when formed, that any move 
away from this principle will leave Israel more isolated from the international community 
and will make it more difficult for its friends around the world? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I welcome the support of the 
Opposition which the noble Lord, Lord Bach, has just evinced, and I agree with 
every single word of his analysis. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150325-
0001.htm#15032588000975  
 
 

Amnesty 

Palestinian armed groups killed civilians on both sides in attacks amounting to war 
crimes in Gaza conflict 
Palestinian armed groups displayed a flagrant disregard for the lives of civilians by 
repeatedly launching indiscriminate rockets and mortars towards civilian areas in Israel 
during the conflict in July and August 2014, said Amnesty International in a new report 
published today. …  
“Palestinian  armed  groups,  including  the  armed  wing  of Hamas, repeatedly launched  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150325-0001.htm#15032588000975
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150325-0001.htm#15032588000975
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unlawful attacks during the conflict killing and injuring civilians. In launching these 
attacks, they displayed a flagrant disregard for international humanitarian law and for the 
consequences of their violations on civilians in both Israel and the Gaza Strip,” said Philip 
Luther, Director of the Middle East and North Africa Programme at Amnesty 
International. 
All the rockets used by Palestinian armed groups are unguided projectiles which cannot 
be accurately aimed at specific targets and are inherently indiscriminate; using such 
weapons is prohibited under international law and their use constitutes a war crime. 
Mortars are also imprecise munitions and should never be used to attack military targets 
located in or near civilian areas. 
“Palestinian armed groups must end all direct attacks on civilians and indiscriminate 
attacks. They must also take all feasible precautions to protect civilians in the Gaza Strip 
from the effects of such attacks. This includes taking all possible measures to avoid 
locating fighters and arms within or near densely populated areas,” … 
The report also details other violations of international humanitarian law by Palestinian 
armed groups during the conflict, such as storing rockets and other munitions in civilian 
buildings, including UN schools, and cases where Palestinian armed groups launched 
attacks or stored munitions very near locations where hundreds of displaced civilians 
were taking shelter. 
“The international community must help prevent further violations by tackling entrenched 
impunity and by ending transfers to Palestinian armed groups and Israel of all arms and 
military equipment that could be used to commit serious violations of international 
humanitarian law,” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.amnesty.org/press-releases/2015/03/palestinian-armed-groups-killed-
civilians-on-both-sides-in-attacks-amounting-to-war-crimes-during-2014-gaza-conflict/  
 
Unlawful and deadly: Rocket and mortar attacks by Palestinian armed groups 
during the 2014 Gaza/Israel conflict  
https://docs.amnesty.org/Documents/MDE2111782015ENGLISH.DOCX  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East 
David Simpson [228525] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent steps his Department has taken to protect Christians and other 
minority groups across the  

Tobias Ellwood: Conflict and instability in the region has made the plight of many 
minorities a significant concern and we have witnessed systematic and deliberate 
attacks against religious and ethnic minorities in the Middle East and North Africa, 
including Christians. We regularly urge all governments in the region to ensure the 
protection of all religious minorities. We encourage them to develop inclusive 
political systems that represent all of their citizens. We also work proactively in the 
region to promote community cohesion and inclusive governance. 
The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) have been responsible for many 
recent atrocities committed against religious and ethnic minorities in Iraq and 
Syria. We condemn these appalling acts and are committed to defeating ISIL 
through a comprehensive and sustained international strategy as part of the 
efforts of the Global Coalition to Counter ISIL.  The  humanitarian  aid provided by  
 

https://www.amnesty.org/press-releases/2015/03/palestinian-armed-groups-killed-civilians-on-both-sides-in-attacks-amounting-to-war-crimes-during-2014-gaza-conflict/
https://www.amnesty.org/press-releases/2015/03/palestinian-armed-groups-killed-civilians-on-both-sides-in-attacks-amounting-to-war-crimes-during-2014-gaza-conflict/
https://docs.amnesty.org/Documents/MDE2111782015ENGLISH.DOCX
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the UK will have helped many victims of ISIL’s atrocities, including the protection 
of vulnerable groups. And the UK co-sponsored the resolution passed by the UN 
Human Rights Council on 1 September 2014, which highlights ISIL’s abhorrent 
actions and commits to a team of experts going to Iraq to investigate these 
atrocities. 
In Syria a number of UK funded projects have brought together religious leaders 
from all denominations (including Alawi, Christians, Kurds, Druze and Sunnis) to 
foster greater understanding between faiths and support reconciliation. In Tunisia, 
we also funded a project run by the Centre for the Study of Islam and Democracy 
which considers, amongst other things, the protection of religious minorities under 
the new constitution. In Jordan, our work within refugee camps has helped reduce 
tensions between Syrian refugees and their host communities. In Lebanon, we 
are supporting education programmes including the addition of extra-curricular 
activities to help strengthen social cohesion. And in Iraq, we have funded a series 
of grassroots meetings between religious leaders to promote religious tolerance 
and freedom of religion or belief. We also continue to encourage religious leaders 
in Iraq to speak out publicly and condemn sectarian violence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228525/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150325-
0001.htm#15032588000988  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228525/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228525/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150325-0001.htm#15032588000988
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150325-0001.htm#15032588000988
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm
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Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted  

TOP 
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