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Home Affairs 

Downing Street  

David Cameron’s speech to the CST Annual Dinner 
… You epitomise not just the best of our Jewish community – but the best of Britain. 
Day in, day out, three thousand of you volunteer to work with the police, government and 
other religious and minority communities to fight hate crime and keep people safe. Your 
service is an inspiration to us all... 
… somehow, after all the horrors of the past, people are once again being targeted 
simply for being Jewish. … 
as Prime Minister of this country there is one thing that that I do know. 
At a time when once again the Jewish communities of Europe feel vulnerable, and when 
anti-Semitism is at record levels here in Britain, I will not stand by. 
I will not turn a blind eye to the threats that the community faces. 
If the Jewish community does not feel secure then our whole national fabric is 
diminished. 
It is not just about the enormous contribution you all make to our society - it is more 
profound than that. It is a measure of the vigour of our institutions and the health of our 
democracy that the Jewish community feels safe to live and flourish here. …  
… the Jewish community is being specifically targeted. So CST doesn’t just need money 
to carry on doing what it does so well. It needs more money to do a lot more of it. … So 
today in the Budget, we have committed over £7 million of new money to fund guards for 
all Jewish private schools and colleges. … But that’s not enough on its own. 
CST, the Jewish Chronicle and the All-Party Parliamentary Group against anti-Semitism 
have all highlighted the risk to synagogues and other potentially vulnerable Jewish 
community buildings. So we’re going to help with this too.  
Tonight I can announce a further £3 million. That’s over £10 million of new money for 
security – this year – and every year – for as long as necessary. … 
I want CST to have a state of the art Mission Control centre with closed-circuit television 
command and control and the ability to respond rapidly to those who need their help right 
across our Jewish communities. And today I can announce an additional £1.5 million in 
capital to help you build it. … 
Israel is an extraordinary nation – and even more extraordinary when you think where it 
is. On its doorstep the barbarism of ISIL,  the tyranny of Assad,  Hamas and Hezbollah a  
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missile’s distance away, Iran looming nearby with nuclear ambitions, and terrorists all 
around, hell-bent on doing it harm. 
And yet Israel stands as a democracy, a place where people can have their say, just as 
they did yesterday. And I congratulate Prime Minister Netanyahu and look forward to 
working with the new Israeli government. …  
The transcript has not yet been published on Gov.uk but is available on the Jewish 
Chronicle website 
http://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/131971/in-full-david-camerons-speech-cst 
 
 

House of Commons Petition 

Security at Jewish faith schools 
The Petition of residents of the Hendon constituency, 
Declares that security at Jewish faith schools is a major concern for families and schools; 
further that extra security had been funded by parents and others before Autumn 2010; 
and further that they welcome the additional funding for security provided by the current 
Government. 
The Petitioners therefore request that the House of Commons urges the Government to 
continue funding extra security at Jewish faith schools after 2015. 
And the Petitioners remain, etc. —[Presented by Dr Matthew Offord .] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150318/petntext/15031
8p0001.htm#15031846000021  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answer 

World War II: Genocide 
Baroness Deech [HL5575] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they have 
taken to encourage international partners to implement the Terezin Declaration. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Of the five subject areas covered in the Terezin 
Declaration, Holocaust education and remembrance are very effectively covered 
through the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). As Chair of 
IHRA for the last year we have worked hard to promote international sharing of 
best practice among member states and beyond and to encourage additional 
countries to join. Issues of relevance to property restitution have presented much 
greater challenges. We have worked closely with the European Shoah Legacy 
Institute (ESLI) in Prague to stimulate better provenance research and to 
encourage governments to implement the commitments they made on restitution, 
both at Terezin and by signing up to the Washington Declaration. ESLI is also 
planning to organise an international meeting on social welfare for Holocaust 
survivors, and we have been contributing to the planning process. Sir Andrew 
Burns, the UK Ambassador for Post-Holocaust Issues, regularly discusses these 
issues with the governments concerned. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5575/  

TOP 
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Gaza 
Lisa Nandy: What assessment [the Secretary of State for International Development]  
has made of the humanitarian effects of the blockade of Gaza. [908143] 
Guy Opperman: What assessment [the Secretary of State for International 
Development] has made of the effectiveness of the efforts made by the (a) UN and (b) 
UK to improve the humanitarian situation in Gaza. [908148] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Desmond 
Swayne): Movement restrictions damage the Gazan economy, with the result that 
80% of Gazans are dependent on aid, 57% are dependent on food aid and 43% 
are unemployed. Most of the UK contribution to the relief effort is delivered 
through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, and I judge that to be 
effective within the limitations of the funding and the movement restrictions. 

Lisa Nandy: As winter approaches, the Minister will know that the humanitarian situation 
in Gaza remains dire. It is welcome that the UK has pledged £20 million to help, but what 
is his Government’s long-term plan, given the re-election this morning of the Prime 
Minister who believes that the continuation of the blockade of Gaza is a good thing; 
believes in the building of illegal settlements; has abandoned a two-state solution; and 
believes that the deaths of more than 2,000 people in Gaza last summer were 
“proportionate”? Surely now is the time for the Minister to put pressure on his ministerial 
colleagues, recognise the state of Palestine and end this appalling situation. 

Mr Swayne: The hon. Lady is right in that the state of affairs in Gaza is desperate. 
However, on the recent events and the election, I am tempted to call in aid the 
wisdom of the Ents and say that we should not be hasty. It will be some time 
before the true policies of the new Government emerge, after long negotiations 
over a coalition. In the meantime, we remain committed to the two-state solution 
and we make our representations known on all the issues that she has raised, at 
the highest level. 

Guy Opperman: What specific assessment has been made of the Gaza reconstruction 
mechanism? How many people have been accessing the building materials? 

Mr Swayne: As of this morning, more than 60,000 individuals have had access to 
building materials, out of the in excess of 100,000 who need such materials. I am 
confident that the mechanism is working effectively, but clearly there will have to 
be a step change in movement and access which can result only from a lasting 
solution. 

Mr Andy Slaughter: Israel will have a Government opposed to a two-state solution and a 
Prime Minister who turned out his vote by an emergency broadcast that said: 
“Arab voters are heading to the polling stations in droves.” 
What is the international community going to do to get aid to Gaza, which is in occupation 
and under siege? How is the international community going to provide that aid when the 
occupation and siege are permanent? 

Mr Swayne: A great deal of aid for Gaza was pledged at the Cairo conference. 
We have delivered a quarter of our pledge, and within the first few weeks of the 
financial year we will have delivered all of the £20 million we pledged. We have 
been entering into a considerable diplomatic effort to get other countries that have 
made pledges to step up to deliver, and I am glad to say that Qatar and Kuwait 
have now done so. 

 [908152] Michael Fabricant : My right hon. Friend will know that some 600,000 tonnes 
of concrete have been used for the construction of illegal tunnels for smuggling and to 
enable the firing of weapons into Israel. How can he ensure that aid gets to the people 
who need it and not to Hamas? 
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Mr Swayne: One part of the Gaza reconstruction mechanism is the material 
monitoring unit, which my Department supports. It is designed specifically to do 
what my hon. Friend requests: to ensure that any materials supplied, stored and 
dispersed are for the proper purpose and that any infractions are reported. 

Grahame Morris: The Minister says that we should wait and see what is going to 
happen in Israel, but now the mask has slipped and Netanyahu has said he will not allow 
a two-state solution and will not allow a Palestinian state. Is not the only solution that will 
relieve the suffering of the people in Gaza a concerted international action to lift the 
blockade? 

Mr Swayne: We continue to make representations at all levels about movement 
restrictions, but I repeat what I have said: we will have to wait and see what the 
new Government’s policy is, after they emerge from the coalition negotiations. 

Julian Huppert: I share the concerns about the election results in Israel and what they 
mean for people in Gaza and elsewhere in that region. On a number of occasions Israel 
has had restrictions on parliamentarians being able to cross at the Erez checkpoint to 
see what is happening in Gaza. Will the Minister seek to get that changed so that people 
can see what is happening to the aid that we provide and to the people there? 

Mr Swayne: I am aware that, like me, the Opposition Front-Bench spokesman, 
the hon. Member for Luton South (Gavin Shuker), was recently admitted to Gaza. 
Such visits do involve bureaucratic obfuscation, and we will continue to make 
representations in that regard. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150318/debtext/15031
8-0001.htm#15031840000014  
 

Topical Questions: Secretary of State for International Development 
col 753  T7. [908138] Debbie Abrahams: One of my excellent community groups in 
Saddleworth supports Palestinian women into education. Members of the group inform 
me that one of the education centres that they know well was recently ransacked by 
Israeli forces. The education centre is in Palestinian territory. Does the Secretary of State 
agree that not only are these actions illegal, but they jeopardise future sustainable peace 
in the region? 

Justine Greening: Much of our work in the occupied Palestinian territories 
focuses on providing basic services, including education. At the Cairo conference 
one of the main concerns of donors was the need to end the perpetual cycle of 
violence, reconstruction, then destruction and violence and the need for more 
reconstruction. I agree with the hon. Lady that this cannot continue ad nauseam. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150318/debtext/15031
8-0001.htm#15031840000018  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL5495] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the reported shooting of a fisherman 
off the coast of Gaza on 7 March and about their reported reduction of the fishing limit to 
four miles. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
not raised this particular case with the Israeli authorities, they have voiced 
concern over the Israel Defence Force’s use of live fire against fishermen. 
The fishing limit remains at six nautical miles. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5495/  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150318/debtext/150318-0001.htm#15031840000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150318/debtext/150318-0001.htm#15031840000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150318/debtext/150318-0001.htm#15031840000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150318/debtext/150318-0001.htm#15031840000018
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5495/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5495/
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Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5497] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to 
take to protect Palestinian families living in East Jerusalem from the occupation and 
demolition of their houses. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We make clear, on a regular basis to the Israeli 
authorities and the Municipality of Jerusalem, both bilaterally and in co-operation 
with our EU partners, our serious concerns about the demolition of Palestinian 
homes and infrastructure in East Jerusalem. Such acts are contrary to 
international humanitarian law, cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians, and are harmful to the peace process. 
We continue to support Palestinians facing demolition or eviction through support 
to the Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid programme which helps individuals to 
challenge these decisions in the Israeli legal system. We are also funding the 
International Peace and Cooperation Centre, an independent Palestinian non-
profit organisation, to support long-term planning for Palestinian communities in 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5497/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL5498] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the environmental consequences of the agreement between Israel and 
Jordan to pipe water from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made any assessment of the 
environmental consequences of the agreement between Israel and Jordan to pipe 
water from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea, other than that this project has the 
potential to curb the loss of the Dead Sea. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5498/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL5499] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to 
support the Palestinian Authority’s action to encourage Israel to assume all 
responsibilities for the Occupied Territories according to international law. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its 
obligations under international law and hold a regular dialogue with Israel on legal 
issues relating to the occupation. We note the Palestinian decision to submit 
instruments of accession to a number of international conventions on 31 
December 2014. However, we continue to believe that the best way for 
Palestinian aspirations on statehood to become a reality, including on the ground, 
is through a negotiated two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5499/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL5573] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning its reported policy of setting dogs on 
civilians. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not had any discussions with the Israeli 
authorities over this issue. We do understand, however, that the Operations 
Commander in the Central Command of the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) has 
ordered a halt to the use of dogs in arrest missions until the procedure is 
reviewed. The IDF is investigating an incident in which IDF soldiers used dogs to 
stop Palestinians accused of stone-throwing near Hebron. An IDF official said the 
soldiers’ behaviour was improper, and would be met with disciplinary measures. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5497/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5497/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5498/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5498/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5499/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5499/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5573/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Warner [HL5597] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are taking to 
assist the Palestinian Authority to meet its financial obligation to its employees in the light 
of the refusal by the government of Israel to transfer funds collected each month on the 
Authority's behalf in taxes and revenue. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have been raising this issue regularly with 
Israeli officials. Most recently, our Ambassador to Israel and the Head of the Near 
East Department in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office raised our deep 
concerns about the impact of Israel’s withholding of transfer of tax revenues when 
they met with the Israeli National Security Adviser on 9 March. We are deeply 
concerned by Israel’s decision to freeze the transfer of tax revenues and the 
impact this will have on the Palestinian Authority (PA). Israel must continue to fulfil 
its obligations under the Oslo Accords, including through the transfer of tax 
revenue to the PA. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5597/  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

Gambling 
15.16  Simon Thomas: … I’m particularly concerned also that gambling is starting to 
have an effect on politics. It’s a little-known fact that Benjamin Netanyahu, who won the 
election yesterday, was majorly funded by a free newspaper called ‘Israel HaYom’, which 
is paid for by a United States gambling magnate. Absolutely everyone in Israel was 
getting Netanyahu’s anti-Palestinian propaganda paid for by US gamblers. … 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3116&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
209291  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Lord Alton of Liverpool [HL5598] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many staff in 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office are specifically working in the area of freedom of 
religion or belief; how many working hours are committed to that task in an average 
week; and whether they have any plans to give that task greater priority and importance. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: I refer the noble Lord to my answer of 18 August 
2014 (HL 1693).   Given that a large number of different members of staff in the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) spend time on this issue it is not 
possible to estimate an average number of hours devoted to it per week.  
As one of only six thematic human rights priorities for the FCO, Freedom of 
Religion or Belief is treated with high importance, and this will continue to be the 
case. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5598/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5573/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5573/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5597/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5597/
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3116&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#209291
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3116&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#209291
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3116&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#209291
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5598/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5598/
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The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-07-30/HL1693/  
 

The debate referred to in that answer can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724-
0001.htm#14072438000441  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Prejudice-based bullying in Scottish schools 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/Prejudice-
based%20bullying%20in%20Scottish%20schools%20research%20report.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150318-
0001.htm#15031847000520  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-07-30/HL1693/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-07-30/HL1693/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724-0001.htm#14072438000441
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724-0001.htm#14072438000441
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/Prejudice-based%20bullying%20in%20Scottish%20schools%20research%20report.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/Prejudice-based%20bullying%20in%20Scottish%20schools%20research%20report.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150318-0001.htm#15031847000520
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150318-0001.htm#15031847000520
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm
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Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 

TOP 
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