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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Religious Buildings: Security 
Greg Mulholland [226670] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
plans her Department has to fund increased security costs for synagogues and mosques. 

James Brokenshire: The police have increased their operational response to 
possible threats to the British Jews and Muslims following recent attacks in 
Europe, and arrangements to ensure the safety and security of citizens from all 
backgrounds remain under regular review.  
Together with the police we are carefully considering what more can and should 
be done to protect people of different faiths and their institutions in the current 
climate. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-09/226670/  
 

Faith Schools 
Andrew Rosindell [226930] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps her 
Department is taking to ensure that faith schools do not divide local communities. 

David Laws: All schools, including faith schools, have a legal duty to promote 
community cohesion. All schools are expected to promote the fundamental British 
values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-10/226930/  
 
 

House of Commons Education Committee 

Extremism in schools: the Trojan Horse affair 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmeduc/473/473.pdf  
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Northern Ireland Assembly Debate 

Equality Legislation: Revised Wording 
1.15pm  Mr Givan: … A report was published only last week that was carried out by the 
English Equality and Human Rights Commission. It was a report on religion or belief in 
the workplace and service delivery. … the findings of that report demonstrate beyond any 
doubt that this is a very real issue that we need to grapple with in our society. The 
findings of the report indicated that people reported being mocked for their beliefs, 
including Christians, who said that their colleagues assumed that they were bigoted.  … 
Others alleged that they were excluded from meetings, passed over for promotion or 
recruitment due to their beliefs, and felt that they were unable to raise those issues for 
fear of repercussions. So, those who deny that people of faith in our community feel as 
though they are being subject to abuse need to realise that it is a very real sense of 
alienation within the broader faith communities and, therefore, we need to grapple with 
it. … 
In the report that was carried out, the commission acknowledges that work needs to be 
done. I contend that the commission in England has created a lot of those tensions. 
Indeed, the Equality Commission in Northern Ireland — I acknowledge what Mr Lyttle 
indicated — has some regrets about how it handled this particular case. It has not 
contributed to this in a positive way. It has pitted two different characteristics against 
each other. …  

 

Mr Moutray: The issue of rights and the balance to be found between them is not black 
and white. In our society, rights compete against each other frequently. At times, these 
rights are not compatible. The key to a successful society is the ability to balance these 
rights and to ensure fairness and equity to all parties. However, there seems to exist a 
form of human rights fundamentalism that allows for no other interpretation or approach 
or shows no tolerance for other views on the issues of rights. … 

 

1.45pm  Mr Poots: … Lord Mackay of Clashfern … has made this following point of view 
known: "Those who have strong religious views are likely to have views about what is 
right and wrong and in their lives their consciences are constrained by these views. It is 
particularly painful for them to be forced to transgress the direction of their consciences. 
If it is possible by reasonable adjustment of the arrangements to which such a person is 
subject so that he or she is not forced to transgress the dictates of conscience, this 
seems highly desirable thus avoiding the infliction of unnecessary pain on the person 
affected. … Our laws as they stand are having an unjust and disproportionate impact on 
those of religious faith. …” 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/03/16&docID=2
28045#1028396  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Office of the Quartet Representative 
Norman Baker [227057] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effectiveness against his objectives of Tony 
Blair in his role as Quartet Special Representative in the Middle East. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK works closely with Tony Blair as the Quartet's Special 
Representative in our joint efforts to support the peace process. Tony Blair visited 
Gaza last month to meet Palestinian Gaza-based Ministers and local business 
and community leaders. I met  Tony  Blair  on  9 March  to  discuss  how  to  make  
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/03/16&docID=228045#1028396
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/03/16&docID=228045#1028396
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progress on Gaza and the Middle East Peace Process. 
The Quartet has an important role to play in bringing Israelis and Palestinians 
together as we urgently seek to move the peace process forward. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-10/227057/  
 

Office of the Quartet Representative 
Norman Baker [227059] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, when he last met Tony Blair to discuss his work as Quartet Special 
Representative in the Middle East. 

Tobias Ellwood: I met Tony Blair on 9 March to discuss the Middle East Peace 
Process. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) last 
spoke to Tony Blair on 7 August 2014, where they discussed the Gaza conflict. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-10/227059/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale [HL5379] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
assessment they have made of reports of bomb attacks against Fatah officials in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are concerned by reports of bomb attacks 
targeting Fatah officials in Gaza in November 2014 and on 15 February 2015. 
Investigations are still ongoing in Gaza into who was responsible. Since the 
formation of the interim technocratic government, we have supported Prime 
Minister Hamdallah’s efforts to return the Palestinian Authority (PA) to effective 
control of the Gaza Strip, which would allow the PA to take action to address such 
reports. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5379/  

 
Middle East 

Baroness Liddell of Coatdyke [HL5449] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether 
they have received any indication that the Palestinian Authority will respond to the 
framework document drafted by the United States Secretary of State, John Kerry; and if 
so, when and in what terms they expect it to do so. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We strongly commended US Secretary of State 
Kerry for his tireless efforts to deliver a final status deal. Whatever the 
disappointments of 2014, Secretary Kerry has made it clear that progress was 
made. But it is vital that Israel and the Palestinians take advantage of any 
momentum gathered. It is vital that they commit to restarting the process, and 
focus once again on finding common ground. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5449/ 
 

Middle East 
Lord Ahmed [HL5451] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what support they have given 
towards a two-state solution between Israel and Palestine. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are working closely with international partners 
to support efforts towards a two state solution between Israel and the 
Palestinians.  The  Secretary  of  State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my  
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5379/
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right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymead and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), 
discussed this issue with US Secretary of State John Kerry on 21 February. 
In December 2013 we led EU efforts to set out an unprecedented package of 
political, economic and security support that Europe would offer to both parties in 
the event of a final status agreement. That package remains on the table should 
the parties return to negotiations. In the meantime, we remain strong supporters 
of Palestinian state-building efforts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5451/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Ahmed [HL5453] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of 
the role played by Hamas; and what working relations they have with its government in 
Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government's assessment of Hamas, 
is that they must renounce violence, recognise Israel and accept previously 
signed agreements. Hamas must make credible movement towards these 
conditions, which remain the benchmark against which its intentions should be 
judged. We do not have any direct contact with Hamas. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5453/  
 

Middle East 
Lord Ahmed [HL5454] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their latest assessment 
of the respect accorded to human rights by parties in the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We remain seriously concerned about the human 
rights situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). Our 
principal concerns relate to the Israeli government’s violation of international 
human rights and humanitarian law in the context of Israel’s occupation of the 
OPTs, and the human rights abuses by Hamas in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5454/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Lord Ahmed [HL5455] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was discussed in the 
most recent talks in Brussels on further measures the European Union could take to 
discourage further Israeli settlement expansion in the West Bank and Occupied 
Territories. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 2 March in Brussels Member States 
discussed measures the EU could take to discourage further Israeli settlement 
expansion. This meeting was held at working level and the contents are not 
disclosed publicly. No new measures have yet been agreed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5455/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FOI release: withdrawal of prisoner monitoring in Jericho 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/412881/Bri
tish_soldiers_Jericho_FOI_ref_0871-14.pdf  
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/412883/Bri
tish_soldiers_Jericho_FOI_ref_0871-14_doc.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Iran 
Baroness Liddell of Coatdyke [HL5405] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
assessment they have made of Iran's financial and material support to Hezbollah. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We remain deeply concerned by Iran’s ongoing 
support to the military wing of Hizballah including the provision of financial 
resources, military equipment and training. This support undermines prospects for 
peace and stability in the Middle East and contravenes UN Security Council 
Resolution 1747, which prohibits the export of weapons by Iran. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5405/  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 

Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
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