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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Education Regulations and Faith Schools 
col 488  Edward Leigh: … this House believes that Ofsted should respect the ability of 
faith schools to teach their core beliefs in the context of respect and toleration for others. 
…  In the state sector there are almost 7,000 faith schools, of which 4,500 are Church of 
England, almost 2,000 are Catholic, 48 are Jewish, 18 Muslim, eight Sikh and four Hindu. 
Last year, of the 693 best-performing state primary schools, 62% were faith schools—a 
staggering percentage—even though they account for only a third of primaries nationally. 
…  Faith schools are ethnically diverse. About a quarter of pupils of faith schools have an 
ethnic background other than white British. In my son’s school it is over 60%. Far from 
preaching intolerance, these schools, because of their strong, unifying, religious ethos, 
do more for social cohesion than a thousand Home Office initiatives. …  

 

col 489  Mary Glindon: … Does he agree that what is important is the teaching of 
religious education in all schools so that all children can understand religions and non-
religions as they progress through school? 

 

Edward Leigh: … It is very important that RE is a rigid academic discipline. Children 
must be aware of other faiths and of comparative religion, but they must also have a firm 
grounding in their own faith’s teachings, because that gives them a sense of belonging 
and place. …  
In September, the National Association of Jewish Orthodox Schools wrote to the 
Secretary of State complaining that Ofsted inspectors asked hugely inappropriate 
questions and bullied their pupils into answering insensitive and anti-religious questions. 

 

col 490  Matthew Offord: Jonathan Rabson, who is chairman of NAJOS in my 
constituency, has said: “Jewish schools now have the sense that our Jewish values and 
ethos are being questioned. We have experienced a campaign to discredit Jewish 
schools and to challenge the values we espouse … We ask you to take this matter 
extremely seriously.” Does my hon. Friend agree that Jewish people feel under attack as 
a result of Ofsted? 

 

Edward Leigh: Absolutely. … What a pity that one of the school’s year 11 girls said that 
the questioning made them feel “threatened and bullied” about their own religion. Another 
young girl said that she felt “traumatised” after they had been asked whether they had a 
boyfriend, knew how babies were made, and knew whether two men could marry. Rabbi 
David Meyer, the incoming director of the educational oversight body, Partnerships for 
Jewish Schools, has said: “We are seeing a worrying trend of Ofsted inspectors showing 
a lack of respect of the values and traditions of our community.” …  
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Let us look at Trinity Christian school in Reading. … The inspector expressed doubts 
over the continued existence of the school … She stated that the representatives of other 
faiths should be invited to lead collective worship, and that the school must “actively 
promote” other faiths. That is directly antithetical to the school’s Christian ethos. There 
would be justified outrage if Ofsted demanded that secular or atheist schools actively 
promoted Christianity, so why should Christian schools “actively promote” what they hold 
to be untrue? …  
col 495  The Minister needs to come to the Dispatch Box and announce that there will be 
a proper investigation into the complaints of parents at these Jewish and Christian 
schools. There are too many, with too many similarities, for us to believe that they are all 
just made up. … He must make it clear to Ofsted that having a religious ethos is not a 
negative thing. … 

 

col 498  Ian Swales: … I was a member of a parliamentary group that recently heard 
witnesses … [including] an ex-pupil from a Jewish Orthodox Haredi school in north 
London, who, despite having been born and raised in the United Kingdom, could speak 
only Yiddish at the age of 17 because he lived in such a tight, closed community. His 
education had been incredibly narrow. Some may say that his community is free to 
behave in that way, but I personally think that it is a poor preparation for life in modern 
Britain. … 
col 500  I shall finish with a quote from the chair of the Accord Coalition, Rabbi Jonathan 
Romain from Maidenhead synagogue. He recently said: “I want my children to go to a 
school where they can sit next to a Christian, play football at break time with a Muslim, 
do homework with a Hindu and walk home with an atheist—and with other children 
getting to know what a Jewish child is like. Schools should build bridges, not erect 
barriers.” …  

 

col 502  David Amess: … The Secretary of State sent a letter to colleagues stating:  … 
“The experience in Orthodox Jewish schools has been that inspectors were actively 
hostile to traditional Jewish beliefs about marriage held by children and staff.” That is 
absolutely shocking. …  

 

col 505  The Minister for Schools (Mr David Laws): … a lot of the allegations that have 
been made today about the inspection of particular schools are … contested. … Both the 
Department and Ofsted take them seriously, but as the Minister responsible for Ofsted I 
must make it clear that many of the allegations are not accepted and Ofsted has done its 
best to investigate them closely. … 
The Government recognise the huge contribution of the Churches and faiths to education 
in our country. … Church and faith schools continue to be included among the highest-
performing schools in the country … It is therefore unsurprising that they continue to be 
popular with parents, but this is not just about their academic record … Parents value 
their strong ethos, and their commitment to the development of character and discipline 
and to acting for good in society. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150312/debtext/15031
2-0003.htm#15031229000001 
 

col 507  The Minister for Schools (Mr David Laws): … the vast majority of faith schools 
have nothing to fear either from Ofsted or from the recent guidance issued by the 
Department for Education on promoting British values as part of the curriculum”. Schools 
are neither discriminated against nor given special treatment based on any religious 
belief. All schools are treated equally and inspected under the same framework. …  
The Secretary of State has asked me to underline a number of points. First, where 
concerns about the inspection of faith schools are raised with us, we pass these to 
Ofsted to ensure that any misunderstandings are cleared up. Where myths are growing, 
Ofsted will tackle these by communicating directly with faith groups. Secondly, we will 
ensure that best practice in relation to faith schools is spread around the system. The 
Secretary of State has asked me to make it clear that she has raised these issues 
directly with the chief inspector. … 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150312/debtext/150312-0003.htm#15031229000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150312/debtext/150312-0003.htm#15031229000001
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150312/debtext/15031
2-0004.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Meat 
Glyn Davies [226803] To ask the hon. Member for Caithness, Sutherland and Easter 
Ross representing the House of Commons Commission, what proportion of the meat 
served in Parliament's restaurants in the last year had been sourced from animals 
slaughtered by non-stun methods. 

John Thurso: House of Commons catering services do not purchase or serve 
any meat from animals slaughtered by non-stunned methods. House of Lords 
restaurants are a matter for that House; however, I understand that it takes a 
similar approach. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-09/226803/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

St George's Cathedral (Jerusalem) 
Jeremy Lefroy: If the Church Commissioners will take steps to support St George's 
cathedral in Jerusalem. [908038] 

Canon Sir Tony Baldry: Like any Anglican cathedral overseas, St George’s 
cathedral in Jerusalem is financially independent of the Church Commissioners. 
However, I would hope that everyone possible would support the work of the friends 
of St George’s cathedral in Jerusalem, a UK registered charity that has the 
Archbishop of Canterbury as patron. 

Jeremy Lefroy: … On a visit with the International Development Committee last year in 
the area, I had the privilege of being invited by my constituent, Mrs Hifsa Iqbal, to an 
interfaith conference hosted by St George’s cathedral in Jerusalem. May I encourage the 
Church Commissioners to look at the very important work that St George’s is doing in the 
middle east and see what support they can give? 

Canon Sir Tony Baldry: My hon. Friend makes a good point and I entirely agree 
with him. St George’s cathedral in Jerusalem seeks to support everyone in need 
irrespective of their faith, but its support for Palestinian Christians is particularly 
important as they often feel themselves to be twice a minority. It is a sad fact that 
the number of Christians in the Holy Land has dwindled significantly in recent years, 
so I hope that we will all do what we can to support the work of St George’s 
cathedral in Jerusalem, and the schools and hospitals that it runs for everyone in 
the west bank and in Gaza. 

Duncan Hames: That is indeed a sad fact. I was fortunate to be able to join worshippers 
for evensong at St George’s cathedral in Jerusalem and I still remember the prayer that 
evening, that we should pray not just for the Israelis or for the Palestinians, but for 
ourselves—that we should not separate them in our prayers. Does that not illustrate the 
vital contribution that St George’s can make to both civic and spiritual life in Jerusalem? 

Canon Sir Tony Baldry: I entirely agree with my hon. Friend. I commend to every 
colleague psalm 122, which includes the words: “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.” 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150312/debtext/150312-
0001.htm#15031223000033  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150312/debtext/150312-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150312/debtext/150312-0004.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-09/226803/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-09/226803/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150312/debtext/150312-0001.htm#15031223000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150312/debtext/150312-0001.htm#15031223000033
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House of Commons Written Answer 

Hamas 
Matthew Offord [226487] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what information his Department holds on which countries have donated funds to 
Hamas. 

Tobias Ellwood: We assess that funding for Hamas comes from a range of 
sources in the region and internationally, not all of which are clear. An EU asset 
freeze is in place against Hamas in its entirety, which prevents funds being made 
available to the organisation from within EU Member States. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-05/226487/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Iran 
Baroness Tonge [HL5370] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the government of Israel concerning Mossad’s recent analysis of Iran’s nuclear 
programme. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: In accordance with longstanding convention 
followed by successive governments, we are not in a position to comment on the 
detail of intelligence matters. However, officials from the Government of Israel have 
regular discussions with our Embassy in Tel Aviv about Iran and the E3+3 
negotiations with Iran on its nuclear programme. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5370/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL5371] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the government of Israel concerning its plan to expropriate 500 dunams of land in 
East Jerusalem for a landfill site. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We regularly raise the illegality of settlement 
activity in East Jerusalem and the forcible transfer of Bedouin populations 
throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territories with Israeli interlocutors. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5371/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL5372] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following the reported shooting of a man on the 
roof of his family home in Deheishe refugee camp. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv discussed 
this incident with the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF). They relayed our concern to the 
IDF over its decision not to open an investigation on the grounds that it had 
substantive information to confirm that soldiers responded after a direct hit on a 
fellow soldier. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5372/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL5373] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, following the shooting of a 
Palestinian student drinking from a water fountain in a Jerusalem school, what 
representations they will make to the government of  Israel concerning schools in the West  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-05/226487/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-05/226487/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5370/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5370/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5371/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5371/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5372/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5372/
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Bank becoming secure areas for children. 
Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Israeli authorities, our officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raise the 
issues of excessive use of force and human rights violations against children with 
Israeli authorities. Most recently, our Ambassador in Tel Aviv discussed Israel 
Defence Forces excessive use of force with the Israeli Attorney General. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5373/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL5374] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the report 
in Haaretz that Israel already has a plan to evacuate the communities along the Gaza Strip 
border, what assessment they have made of the likelihood of military action in that area; 
and what steps they are taking with the international community to prepare to evacuate 
Gazan citizens in the event of such action. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government is deeply concerned that the 
situation in Gaza continues to deteriorate. We assess that the situation is bleak and 
our levers for change are few, but given the high human costs involved, we have 
been clear that all parties must do everything they can to reduce the possibility of a 
return to conflict. We are not taking any steps to prepare to evacuate Gazan 
citizens. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5374/  
 

Overseas Trade: Israel 
Lord Ahmed [HL5452] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what are the latest 
developments in respect of the United Kingdom trading with Israeli settlements. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns; The UK Trade and Investment-Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office Overseas Business Risk website is the forum through which 
the British Government raises awareness of the key security and political risks 
which British businesses may face when operating abroad. Whenever asked by 
British businesses about settlements, we set out the UK’s clear position on the 
illegality of Israeli settlements under international law, and share with them our 
advice as set out in the online guidance, published 1 June 2014. 
The link to the Overseas Business Risk website is below and our current guidance 
on Israeli Settlements is attached: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-business-risk-
israel/overseas-business-risk-israel  
The Guidance on Israeli Settlements can be read at 
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/225327/original/Guidance%20on%20Israeli%20Settlements%20HL5452.
docx  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5452/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5373/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5373/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5374/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5374/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-business-risk-israel/overseas-business-risk-israel
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-business-risk-israel/overseas-business-risk-israel
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/225327/original/Guidance%20on%20Israeli%20Settlements%20HL5452.docx
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/225327/original/Guidance%20on%20Israeli%20Settlements%20HL5452.docx
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/225327/original/Guidance%20on%20Israeli%20Settlements%20HL5452.docx
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5452/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5452/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html


 6 

 

Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150313-
0001.htm#15031312000539  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
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