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Home Affairs 

Cabinet Office 

Government response to the consultation “Charities: audit and independent examination” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405587/Go
vernment_Response_charity_audit_and_independent_examination.pdf  
 
 

HMRC 

HMRC launches Charities Digital Service 
The digital service allows new charities to register their details with HMRC for tax 
purposes. … HMRC’s Chief Digital and Information Officer, Mark Dearnley, said: … Our 
new digital services are straightforward, easy to use and convenient. The charities 
service minimises the risk of making mistakes so applications are less likely to be 
returned to the organisation. … 
The new service, and information about registering a charity’s details, can be found here. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hmrc-launches-charities-digital-service  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-12321 John Mason: Anti-Semitism in Europe—That the Parliament notes with 
sadness the recent fatal attacks in Copenhagen on both a synagogue and an event 
promoting free speech; expresses its concern at what appears to be a continuing trend of 
anti-Semitism across Europe; reiterates its commitment to Scotland’s 
positive relationship with its Jewish population; hopes that Jewish people are made to 
feel as safe and welcome in Scottish society as people of any other or no religion; 
strongly disagrees with people who would attempt to use violent intimidation to halt the 
freedom of speech, and seeks to ensure that everyone in Scotland is able to live free 
from the threat of discrimination. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12321&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405587/Government_Response_charity_audit_and_independent_examination.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405587/Government_Response_charity_audit_and_independent_examination.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/charities-and-tax/get-recognition
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hmrc-launches-charities-digital-service
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12321&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12321&ResultsPerPage=10
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Northern Ireland Assembly Oral Answers 

Racist Attacks: Police Resources 
T5. Mr Ó Muilleoir asked the Minister of Justice, without moving him into policing matters, 
to give the House an assurance that the police have the resources and the will to bring to 
book those who are responsible for racist attacks, particularly those in south Belfast over 
the last year, for which, thus far, there have been no convictions. (AQT 2135/11-15) 

Mr Ford: Mr Ó Muilleoir raises a serious issue that features a number of causes 
for discussion. As he highlighted, dealing with an attack is an operational matter 
for the police, and I shall definitely not stray into the Chief Constable's territory 
there.  
We see good work being done. For example, the district policing and community 
safety partnership in south Belfast recently ran an ending hate crime event. Work 
is being done to train people in a variety of different areas on how we deal with 
the problem. The DOJ has responsibility for the hate crime multiagency group, 
and we part-fund the practical action scheme for dealing with the effects of hate 
crime. However, the important issue is to stop it happening. That involves 
partnership working and political leadership from every quarter to ensure that 
people stand up collectively against those who engage in hate crime of any kind. 
We should also acknowledge that there was an incident at St Anthony's Church in 
Willowfield last night, which presumably was not racist hate crime but was 
sectarian hate crime. That seems to be just another side of the same coin. 

Mr Ó Muilleoir: … It is important to pay tribute to Anna Lo, your representative in South 
Belfast, who has borne the brunt of many of these racist attacks. In terms of language 
and leadership from all in this House who are in positions of civic leadership and 
leadership in society, can you assure the House that you and your Department will stand 
four-square behind those who give the type of leadership that a multicultural society 
desires and demands? 

Mr Ford: I thank Mr Ó Muilleoir for his tribute to Anna Lo, although we should not 
be asking her or others from ethnic minorities to stand up against racist hate 
crime; we should be asking people from the majority community to stand up 
against hate crime. The DOJ will continue to do the work, because, for example, 
the community safety strategy includes elements that relate to hate crime and the 
wider issues of partnership, particularly through PCSPs, through a variety of other 
issues and through seeing the agencies working better to tackle the reasons why 
hate crime appears to rise. All those are issues that need research, partnership 
working and a single, united voice from this community that hate crime will not be 
tolerated and that this House and the wider community will show the leadership 
that it should show against such crimes. 

There is no direct link to the above question which is the fifth question after 3.15 at 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/02/17&docID=2
24231  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Lord Carlile of Berriew [HL4799] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions 
they have had with Palestinian and Israeli officials to ensure a resumption of direct talks 
and their commitment to a two-state solution. 
 
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/02/17&docID=224231
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/02/17&docID=224231
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Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK's priority remains the achievement of a 
two-state solution. We continue to believe that the best way to achieve this is 
through negotiations and hope that it will be possible to resume direct talks soon. 
We have regular discussions with Palestinian and Israeli officials. At the current 
time we are urging the parties to avoid taking any steps which will make the 
resumption of meaningful talks more difficult. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4799/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL4878] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the suspension of the pilot programme to 
end night arrests of Palestinian children. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: UK officials are seeking a meeting with the Israeli 
Chief Military Prosecutor to clarify the situation regarding the night pilot 
programme. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4878/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4610] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many children with 
life altering injuries from the recent conflict are receiving rehabilitation outside Gaza; how 
many are still within Gaza; and what rehabilitation facilities exist in Gaza following the 
bombing of Al Wafah hospital. 

Baroness Northover: The Ministry of Health in Gaza reported 1,114 children with 
injuries leading to physical disabilities as a result of the Gaza conflict. Of these, 
140 children were able to receive treatment outside of Gaza, while the remaining 
974 have received treatment in Gaza. There are two rehabilitation facilities 
currently operating in Gaza; the Al Amal Centre and the Palestinian Red Crescent 
Centre. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4610/  
 
 

United Nations 

UN political chief warns of ‘increasingly toxic’ Gaza; calls for new talks, 
international support 
Briefing the United Nations Security Council after “another tumultuous and deadly month” 
in the Middle East, the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Jeffrey Feltman, 
warned that further escalation remains possible in the conflict between Israelis and 
Palestinians and could be highly damaging to both parties and to the two-State solution. 
“We see the circumstances in Gaza as becoming increasingly worrisome as we approach 
the six-month mark since the end of last summer's conflict,” said Mr. Feltman. “The 
combination of the failure to rectify the persistent governance and security issues and the 
slow pace of reconstruction has created an increasingly toxic environment.” … 
“Paralyzing the Palestinian Authority from conducting essential Government business - 
including functions related to health services and law and order – is in no one's interest 
… Israel's action is a violation of its obligations under the Paris Protocol of the Oslo 
Accords and we, again, call for an immediate reversal of this decision.” … 
“Four months after the Cairo Conference, donors have yet to fulfil the majority of their 
pledges,” Mr. Feltman said. “This is, quite frankly, unacceptable, and cannot continue if 
we hope to avoid another escalation in Gaza.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50117#.VOopn1OUcp0  

TOP 
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http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50117#.VOopn1OUcp0
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Iran 
Lord Carlile of Berriew [HL4801] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their 
assessment of Iran’s financial and material support for international terror groups. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We continue to have serious concerns about 
Iran's support to militant groups across the Middle East including Hizballah, 
Hamas, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and other 
Palestinian rejectionist groups, as well as Shia militant groups in Iraq and radical 
opposition elements in Bahrain. This support includes the provision of financial 
resources and training as well as the supply of military equipment, in c 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4801/ 
 

Developing Countries: Community Relations 
Lord Boateng [HL4771] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what grants have been made 
to ecumenical organisations or faith-based developmental bodies to promote inter-faith 
dialogue or community cohesion in conflict-affected areas in each of the last three 
accounting periods for which figures are available. 

Baroness Northover: DFID does not centrally maintain grants made to faith 
based organisations against this criteria. However, at the country office level, 
DFID has provided funding to faith based organisations to support efforts to 
reduce and prevent violence where religious tensions impact on conflict dynamics. 
For example, DFID’s Nigeria Stability and Reconciliation Programme (NSRP) is 
working to support efforts to reduce and prevent violence. In areas such as 
Plateau and Kaduna States where religious tensions impact on conflict dynamics, 
NSRP is supporting both Catholic Justice and Peace Networks and Muslim 
organisations to work together to address conflict issues and build links across 
divided communities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-06/HL4771/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Council of Europe 

Secretary  General condemns desecration of Jewish graves vandalised in Sarre-
Union 
… I join the French government and President Hollande in condemning this barbaric act 
of anti-Semitism. Anti-Semitism is on the rise not only in France, but across Europe. We 
cannot allow our Jewish citizens to be driven out of Europe again by hate and 
racism. Political leaders, governments and Europe's institutions must do everything 
possible to stop this dangerous trend … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/secretary-general-condemns-desecration-of-jewish-
graves-vandalised-in-sarre-union  
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4801/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4801/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-06/HL4771/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-06/HL4771/
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/secretary-general-condemns-desecration-of-jewish-graves-vandalised-in-sarre-union
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/secretary-general-condemns-desecration-of-jewish-graves-vandalised-in-sarre-union
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European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

FRA mourns deaths in Copenhagen, an attack on the rights to life, dignity and 
freedom of expression 
… “Following just a month after the tragedies in Paris, these acts of terror are 
heightening the fear and anxiety felt not only by the Jewish community, but also the 
general population,” said Morten Kjaerum, the Director of the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights (FRA). “It is to be hoped that leaders of all religious communities 
again come together to condemn these latest attacks, in order to avoid polarisation in our 
societies. Political leaders need to use the momentum to formulate far-sighted policy that 
tackles the root causes of radicalisation.” … 
In the immediate aftermath of January’s attacks in Paris, FRA collected responses from 
the Muslim and Jewish communities, as well as from EU policy makers, civil society 
organisations, and the media. The findings show that while community leaders united in 
their condemnation of the attacks, fear among the affected communities rose sharply, 
with Jewish schools closing temporarily and mosques receiving police protection. … 
To read the full press relase see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2015/fra-mourns-deaths-copenhagen-attack-rights-life-
dignity-and-freedom-expression  
 
 

European Network Against Racism 

Terror attacks in Copenhagen call for inclusive commitments against hatred 
… This double attack against both the Jewish community and freedom of expression is 
reminiscent of the January terror attacks in Paris. It highlights once again the need for 
political leaders to commit to curbing anti-Semitism and all forms of racism in European 
society, and not only focus on short-term security measures.  Public authorities across 
Europe must take concrete measures to prevent such acts of hatred without stigmatising 
and polarising any community. Equality and non-discrimination standards must be 
complemented by specific policy strategies to address all forms of racism, including anti-
Semitism. Resources should also be set aside for cross-community and community-led 
initiatives and actions to foster social inclusion and mutual understanding. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.enar-eu.org/Terror-attack-in-Copenhagen-calls  
 
 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

OSCE/ODIHR Director Link condemns terrorist attacks in Copenhagen, calls for 
greater efforts by governments to meet security needs of Jewish communities and 
protect freedom of speech 
… “I am shocked by the terrorist attacks in Copenhagen … While such attacks affect us 
all, they have a particularly strong impact on the daily lives of Jewish people; now is the 
time to stand together against these crimes based on hatred, including those based on 
anti-Semitism.” …   
“I call on governments to assess the security needs of Jewish communities and take all 
necessary steps to prevent such horrible crimes from happening … Such attacks are a 
strong reminder of the need to promote and protect human rights and fundamental 
freedoms – including the freedom of speech – and for effective responses to all bias, 
discrimination and violence targeting different communities.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/140901  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
 

Stage 1 evidence session, Health and Sport Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9780&i=89638  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
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