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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Laurence Robertson [223906] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs, what the labelling requirements are for the sale of halal meat. 

George Eustice: There are no specific EU or national requirements governing the 
sale and labelling of Halal meat but where any information of this nature is 
provided it must be accurate and must not be misleading to the consumer. 
The Government believes that consumers should have the necessary information 
available to them to make an informed choice about their food. We are awaiting 
the results of a European Commission study on method of slaughter labelling 
which is due within the next few months. We will look at possible options in light of 
that report. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-09/223906/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Religious Hatred 
Baroness Afshar [HL4504] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to 
introduce measures to combat Islamophobia in the United Kingdom. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: This Government has done more than any other to 
tackle anti-Muslim hatred: 
We have set up the first ever cross-government working group on anti-Muslim 
hatred which was established to consider and take forward proposals to tackle 
anti-Muslim hatred. The Group engages with Muslim communities and advises 
Government on how best to take forward key priorities; 
Provided start-up funding to the Tell MAMA initiative to record incidents and 
support victims of anti-Muslim hatred; 
Established a UK Srebrenica Memorial Day which recognises the fatal 
consequences of hatred and division; 
Run social media workshops to build the capacity of community organisations to 
use social media effectively; 
Held 8 integration roadshows with communities to find out what more Government  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-09/223906/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-09/223906/
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can do to integrate communities and tackle anti-Muslim hatred. Further roadshows 
are planned throughout 2015; 
Following the attacks in Paris, My Right Honourable Friend the Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government and I wrote on 16 January to mosques 
across England reassuring them of Government help if they experience anti-
Muslim hatred. The Department has also assured faith and community leaders of 
its support to their commendable efforts to foster mutual understanding and 
shared respect; 
Proactive engagement with the police to combat anti-Muslim hatred; 
Initiated roundtable discussions with representatives of Muslim communities, 
including Imams and Muslim youth leaders; 
Regular ministerial engagement and attendance at Muslim community events. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-28/HL4504/  

 
Community Relations 

Baroness Afshar [HL4503] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to 
introduce measures to help prevent Muslims born and bred in the United Kingdom from 
being labelled by their faith and excluded from the mainstream. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My rt hon friend the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government (Eric Pickles) made a Written Ministerial 
Statement on 18 December, Official Report Column 110WS, setting out the 
Government’s work on integration. As the Statement notes since 2010 the 
Department for Communities and Local Government has spent £45 million on 
supporting integration projects. It also makes clear that we are rising to the 
challenges, championing what unites our country across class, colour and creed 
and making clear that Britain is a stronger nation because of its faith communities. 
We are also taking initiatives and supporting communities in addressing anti-
Muslim hatred. We are clear that British values are Muslim values and there are 
incredible and powerful examples of Muslim social action and charitable 
contributions made by Britain's Muslim communities. Britain has a proud track 
record of multi-faith cooperation and we are confident that our communities work 
together in strengthening society. This cannot be achieved by Government alone 
and local communities and faith leaders are in a unique position in working with 
Government in ensuring that no British citizen feels marginalised. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-28/HL4503/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141218/wmstext/14121
8m0001.htm#14121843000004  
 

 

Downing Street 

Copenhagen shootings: PM statement 
The Prime Minister, David Cameron, said: The shootings in Copenhagen are an 
appalling attack on free speech and religious freedom. Two innocent people have been 
murdered simply for their beliefs and my thoughts are with their loved ones and all those 
injured at this tragic time.  Denmark and Britain are both successful multi-ethnic, multi-
faith democracies and we must never allow those values to be damaged by acts of 
violence like this. We offer our full support for the Danish Government and Danish people 
as they deal with these terrible incidents. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/copenhagen-shootings-pm-statement  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-28/HL4504/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-28/HL4504/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-28/HL4503/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-28/HL4503/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141218/wmstext/141218m0001.htm#14121843000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141218/wmstext/141218m0001.htm#14121843000004
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/copenhagen-shootings-pm-statement
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Home Office 

Home Secretary holds interfaith talks in east London 
Home Secretary Theresa May attended discussions with representatives from Barking's 
Muslim, Jewish and Sikh communities … 
During a visit to the Al Madina Mosque, she told the group of faith leaders, police officers 
and local councillors that the government is working hard to protect the safety and 
security of people of all faiths and backgrounds, and confront the extremists who seek to 
create division between communities. 
She listened as they expressed their fears and concerns in the wake of the events in 
Paris last month and reassured them that protective security measures at certain sites – 
such as mosques and synagogues – have been stepped up, including increased police 
patrols. …  
Following the visit, the Home Secretary said: I know from recent meetings with Muslim 
leaders and those of other faiths that the horrific terrorist attacks in Paris left many 
people feeling vulnerable and fearful. … 
In Paris we saw the callous disregard terrorists have for people of all backgrounds and 
faiths – not only in the horrific attack on a French magazine, but the appalling murders of 
French Muslim policeman Ahmed Merabet and innocent people at a Jewish supermarket. 
In this country I know people are concerned about anti-Muslim prejudice, anti-Semitism 
and other forms of racial and religious hatred we have seen in recent years, and we 
know there are extremist groups who seek to exploit events and create division. 
My primary duty as Home Secretary is to ensure the safety and security of everyone in 
the UK, people who come from all backgrounds. I am committed to dealing with 
extremism in all its forms. 
Between May 2013 and February 2014, Tell MAMA recorded 734 anti-Muslim incidents, 
including 36 cases of violence. In 2014 the Community Security Trust recorded 1,168 
anti-Semitic incidents, of which 81 were violent assaults. And in 2014 there were 27 
arrests of individuals associated with far right groups. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-holds-interfaith-talks-in-east-
london  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

European Parliament 

Palestine president Mahmoud Abbas visits the European Parliament 
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas … [and European Parliament] President Martin 
Schulz … discussed developments affecting the Middle East peace process. 
 Abbas's visit follows MEPs adopting a resolution supporting "in principle recognition of 
Palestinian statehood and the two-state solution". The resolution, passed on 17 
December, reiterated the Parliament's "strong support for the two-state solution on the 
basis of the 1967 borders, with Jerusalem as the capital of both states". 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150212STO23404/html/Palestine-
president-Mahmoud-Abbas-visits-the-European-Parliament  

TOP 
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Other Relevant Information 

Muslim Council of Britain 

British Muslims in Numbers 
 

Report    
http://www.mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MCBCensusReport_2015.pdf 
 

Infographic    
http://www.mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MCB-Muslims-in-Numbers-
infographic-final.jpg 

 
 

European Commission 

Statement by the European Commission following the attacks in Copenhagen 
The European Commission and the High Representative deplore the attacks in 
Copenhagen costing the life of at least two citizens and injuring several others. Even one 
life is one too many. Our thoughts are with the victims and their families. Europe stands 
united with Denmark in upholding freedom of speech and freedom of expression. We 
stand against anti-Semitism and all forms of discrimination. Europe will not be 
intimidated. 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-15-4431_en.htm?locale=en  
 
 

Faith Matters 

Killings in Copenhagen Re-Ignite Fears 
The killing of a man attending a talk by Swedish cartoonist Lars Vilks and the further 
murder of a man shot in the head in a synagogue, raise the alarming spectre of a 
campaign possibly inspired by an ISIS or AL Qaeda sympathiser, within the Danish 
capital. Coming so close after the Charlie Hebdo murders, the Danish capital is no doubt 
on edge and bracing itself for the possibility of other targeted attacks. 
Antisemitism continues to be an ongoing issue that is generating fear and distress within 
Jewish communities in Europe. Within the UK, whilst there are threats to both Jews and 
Muslims, the reality is that Al Qaeda or ISIS sympathisers remain a real and ongoing 
threat to Jewish institutions.  
At this time, we stand together with those from Jewish communities, and with all of those 
who believe that Europe should be free from hate, intolerance and bigotry and with those 
who believe in a Europe where communities can feel free to exercise the variety of 
identities that they are. 
http://faith-matters.org/component/content/article/44-news/366-killings-in-copenhagen-re-
ignite-fears-  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 

http://www.mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MCBCensusReport_2015.pdf
http://www.mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MCB-Muslims-in-Numbers-infographic-final.jpg
http://www.mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MCB-Muslims-in-Numbers-infographic-final.jpg
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-15-4431_en.htm?locale=en
http://faith-matters.org/component/content/article/44-news/366-killings-in-copenhagen-re-ignite-fears-
http://faith-matters.org/component/content/article/44-news/366-killings-in-copenhagen-re-ignite-fears-
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150212/debtext/150212-
0002.htm#15021269000006  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150212/debtext/150212-0002.htm#15021269000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150212/debtext/150212-0002.htm#15021269000006
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-guidance/
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-guidance/

