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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Religious Organisations (Charitable Status) 
Edward Leigh: What recent representations [the Minister for Civil Society] has received 
on religious organisations and charitable status. [907553] 

The Minister for Civil Society (Rob Wilson): I have not received any 
representations recently from religious organisations on charitable status. More 
than 25,000 registered charities involve the promotion of religion. They play a 
hugely important role in our communities and support those in need. I pay tribute 
to their excellent work. They are often first in and last out of some of our toughest 
communities. 

Edward Leigh: The Minister may recall the campaign that some of us waged on behalf 
of the Plymouth Brethren to retain its charitable status. It must have been for love, 
because it refused to vote on principle. We eventually won that campaign, but there is a 
worry on the part of many religious groups that increasingly so-called British values will 
trump faith values. Can the Minister assure faith groups that in the context of toleration 
for others they will be allowed to have space to teach their own faith? 

Mr Wilson: My hon. Friend will know that the Charity Commission is independent 
of the Government and the Cabinet Office. It already respects the diversity of 
religious views, registering hundreds of new religious charities from a range of 
faiths every year, but it is fair to say that the Charity Commission did need to 
improve, as the National Audit Office said. It is now well on its way to doing that, 
but he can be assured that the Charity Commission has learnt its lessons from the 
case he raises. 

Paul Flynn: This is not about the Plymouth Brethren, but about a tiny sect of the 
Plymouth Brethren known as the Hales Exclusive Brethren. It is practising cruelty, I 
believe, in many ways against its own people. This is a dangerous sect. Rightly, the 
Charity Commission withdrew its status. The sect then had a campaign, which spent £2 
million, to convince the Charity Commission that it had changed, and it changed its 
deeds. It is quite clear that this is what it calls “spoiling the Egyptians”, a process to 
deceive the Charity Commission. It is not abiding by its new status. 

Mr Wilson: I thank the hon. Gentleman for that question, but the Charity 
Commission looked at this matter in detail and that religious group retained its 
status. Public benefit has always been a defining element of charitable status. 
That is what is unique about charities and what distinguishes them from private 
enterprises. We have no plans to change that. 
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Gerald Howarth: Does my hon. Friend accept that British values have been forged in 
large measure by this nation’s Christian heritage? It is very important that our Christian 
heritage should be put at the forefront of our concerns. Will he make sure that the Charity 
Commission understands that there is widespread concern that Christian values are 
being treated on a par with other faiths, and that Christian values must be pre-eminent? 
There is a particular threat in our schools, where Ofsted is not taking the right view. 

Mr Wilson: I completely understand what my hon. Friend says, but I have been 
assured that the Charity Commission has learnt the lessons of the Brethren case. 
The commission is currently undergoing a major change programme to address 
the recommendations of the National Audit Office and become a more focused, 
robust and proactive regulator. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150211/debtext/15021
1-0001.htm#15021185000011 
 
 

Home Office 

Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill receives Royal Assent 
… Home Secretary Theresa May said: The shocking attacks in Paris last month, in which 
17 people lost their lives, and the many plots that the police and security and intelligence 
agencies continually work to disrupt, are clear evidence of the threat we face from 
terrorism. We have a fundamental duty as a government to ensure that the people who 
work to keep us safe have the powers they need to do so.  … 
The events in Paris also highlighted important lessons for the UK – that whatever our 
nationality, faith or background, we must all work together as a nation to confront, 
challenge and defeat extremism and terrorism in all its forms, and stand up and speak 
out for our fundamental values. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/counter-terrorism-and-security-bill-receives-royal-
assent  
 
 

Ofqual 

Religious studies GCSEs, AS and A levels: new qualifications for 2016 
 

An analysis of consultation responses 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/403542/a
n-analysis-of-consultation-responses-developing-new-gcse-a-level-and-as-quals-for-
ft2016.pdf  
 

Confirmed Assessment Arrangements  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/403544/c
onfirmed-assessment-arrangements-for-reformed-gcse-as-and-a-level-qualifications-
parts-2-and-3.pdf  
 

Equality Analysis Report 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/403540/d
eveloping-new-gcse-a-level-and-as-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-parts_2-and-
3-equality-analysis.pdf  
 

Regulatory Impact Assessment 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/403547/d
eveloping-new-gcses-a-levels-and-as-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-parts-2-
and_3-ria.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223303] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of Hamas's ability to fire long-range ballistic 
missiles. 

Tobias Ellwood: During the recent Gaza conflict Hamas fired rockets that 
regularly reached Tel Aviv and beyond. Some towns were hit that were in excess 
of 130km from Gaza. We believe that Hamas’ military wing retains the capability 
to fire long range rockets into Israel, despite a significantly depleted stockpile of 
weaponry. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223303/  

 
Middle East 

Ian Austin [223304] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of Hamas's ability to develop and produce 
rockets. 

Tobias Ellwood: We assess that Hamas’ military wing maintains the expertise to 
produce crude weaponry, including rockets, within Gaza. However, their ability to 
source raw materials has been affected by Operation Protective Edge, and 
effective Egyptian operations to destroy tunnels between Gaza and Egypt. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223304/  

 
Palestinians 

Ian Austin [223305] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to the Palestinian leadership about human 
rights violations and measures to tackle extremism in the Gaza Strip. 

Tobias Ellwood: We remain deeply concerned by reports of extremism and 
possible human rights violations in the Gaza Strip. We discuss these issues 
regularly with Palestinian political leaders and civil society representatives. Since 
the formation of the interim technocratic government, we have supported Prime 
Minister Hamdallah’s efforts to return the Palestinian Authority (PA) to effective 
control of the Gaza Strip, which would allow the PA to take action to address such 
reports. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223305/  
 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223306] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of Hamas's ability to smuggle explosive material 
into the Gaza Strip. 

Tobias Ellwood: We believe that due to the Egyptian authorities' destruction of 
the smuggling tunnels, the ability of Hamas’ military wing to smuggle explosive 
material into Gaza has been dramatically reduced. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223306/  
 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223307] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs,  what   reports   he  has   received  of   Hamas's  use  of   residential  buildings  to  
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manufacture and store its rockets. 
Tobias Ellwood: We have received some reports of Hamas’ military wing using 
residential buildings to manufacture and store rockets. If true, this would be a 
contravention of international humanitarian law. The UN also reported that Gazan 
militants used disused UN buildings to store weaponry during the Gaza conflict. 
Following the conflict, the UN Secretary-General has asked for a report on the 
storage of Hamas weapons in UN buildings. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223307/  
 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223308] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent reports he has received on sources of funding for the terrorist 
activities of ISIL, Hezbollah and Hamas. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our analysis of the information available on ISIL’s funding flows 
suggests that a substantial share of ISIL’s revenue is derived from the sale of oil 
and commodities, taxation and extortion. Other sources have included foreign 
donors, kidnap ransom payments, and money and antiquities looted in Iraq and 
Syria. 
We are working with our partners in the international community to deny ISIL 
access to funds, and we played a key role in the adoption of UNSCR 2170 (15 
August 2014), which calls on all states to ensure that no funds, financial assets or 
economic resources are made available, directly or indirectly, to ISIL or to 
terrorists more generally. 
Hizballah and Hamas both receive funding and support from a range of sources, 
including from countries in the region. The UK and EU have introduced legislation 
to prevent financing terrorism, which includes Hamas and the military arm of 
Hizballah. An EU asset freeze is also in place against Hamas. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223308/  
 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223309] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the role of Hamas's political wing as a source 
for the funding of Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades. 

Tobias Ellwood: We assess that funding for Hamas’ military wing comes from a 
range of sources in the region and internationally, not all of which are clear. We 
work closely across the Government and the international community to deny 
Hamas Izz al-Din al-Qassem Brigades access to funds. An EU asset freeze is in 
place against Hamas in its entirety which prevents funds being made available to 
the organisation from within EU Member States. The UK has also proscribed 
Hamas Izz al-Din al-Qassem Brigades. Amongst other penalties, it is a criminal 
offence for a person to invite support for a proscribed organisation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223309/  
 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223345] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received of efforts by Hamas to rebuild tunnels. 

Tobias Ellwood: We hold regular discussions with Palestinian, Israeli and 
international contacts on the issue of Hamas’ capability. We have assessed that 
Hamas are seeking to rebuild infrastructure, including the tunnel network, in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223345/  
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Palestinians 
Ian Austin [223427] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effect of the UN Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism on controlling and monitoring the supply, distribution and use of building 
materials in the Gaza Strip. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK is working closely with international partners to support 
the work of the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM). The Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office has not carried out a formal assessment of the 
effectiveness of the GRM, which only began functioning in November 2014. 
However, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
informed our Consul General in Jerusalem on 30 January that the GRM is 
working, and the UK is continuing to encourage the full implementation of the 
mechanism. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223427/  
 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223428] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of Hamas' role in and steps taken to maintain the 
ceasefire announced in August 2014. 

Tobias Ellwood: We assess that Hamas played a significant role in the ceasefire 
agreement announced in August 2014. Although there has so far been no 
significant resumption of hostilities, we continue to have serious concerns over the 
implementation of the ceasefire agreement by both Palestinian factions and Israel. 
It is important that Hamas’ military wing and other militant factions cease all 
military activity. We reiterate the need for the fundamental causes of conflict to be 
addressed, including lifting of the restrictions on the Gaza Strip, in order to 
prevent a return to conflict. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223428/  
 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223431] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the role played by Iran in Hamas' 
rearmament. 

Tobias Ellwood: We remain deeply concerned by reports of Hamas' attempts to 
rearm. Any supply of arms to Hamas by Iran would contravene the embargo on 
Iranian arms exports established by UN Security Council Resolution 1747 and 
undermine prospects for peace and stability in the Middle East. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223431/  
 

Palestinians 
Ian Austin [223429] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
recent discussions she has had with her Palestinian counterpart on ensuring that the 
material used for the reconstruction of Gaza is not used by terrorists. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID is providing £0.5 million to the Materials Monitoring Unit 
(MMU) which oversees and monitors the import, storage, supply and use of 
construction materials into Gaza under the auspices of the Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism (GRM). This Mechanism is designed to ensure reconstruction 
material reaches those who need it most. We continue to engage with the 
Palestinian Authority, the UN and the Government of Israel to ensure the 
mechanism continues to work as intended. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223429/ 
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Palestinians 
Ian Austin [223430] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
assessment she has made of the effect of political and other divisions within the 
Palestinian unity government on international efforts to rebuild Gaza. 

Desmond Swayne: The reconstruction of Gaza will require a durable ceasefire 
agreement that includes, amongst other things, the restoration of Palestinian 
Authority control. We welcomed the leadership shown by the Palestinian Authority 
at the Gaza Reconstruction Conference in Cairo, and their agreement to the Gaza 
Reconstruction Mechanism which is facilitating the import of construction 
materials into Gaza. The situation is extremely difficult, but we continue to support 
Prime Minister Hamdallah in his efforts to take the steps necessary to restore 
Palestinian Authority control. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-04/223430/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL4609] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have held with the government of Israel concerning the recent attacks by settlers on 
Palestinians. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government has repeatedly raised our 
concerns about incidents of settler violence and intimidation with the Israeli 
authorities. We have stressed the importance of bringing the extremist settlers 
responsible to justice and of the Israel security forces providing appropriate 
protection to the Palestinian civilian population. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4609/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Deech [HL4647] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Lord Wallace of Saltaire on 6 January (HL3722), what assessment they have 
made of the kidnap and forcible conversion of Christians in Gaza and of attacks on 
Christian property there; and what evaluation they have made of the decrease in the 
Christian population in Gaza since 2007. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
speaks to a range of Gazan interlocutors, including from the Christian community, 
on a regular basis. There have been no allegations raised with the FCO recently 
of kidnap and forcible conversions of Christians in the Gaza Strip. During 2014’s 
Operation Protective Edge, churches in Gaza opened to shelter displaced people 
from Christian and Muslim communities. 
A survey conducted in 2014 by non-governmental organisations suggests that the 
Christian community decreased from 1375 in 2007 to 1313 in March 2014. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-03/HL4647/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-15/HL3722/  
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United Nations 

Middle East: UN launches appeal for Palestinians as humanitarian needs surge 
The United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian 
territory today launched an appeal to boost funding for more than a million Palestinians 
who continue to face grim conditions on the ground and an uncertain future. 
In a press release issued earlier today, James Rawley, who also functions as the UN's 
Deputy Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, presented the 2015 
Strategic Response Plan in an effort to raise the $705 million required to help 1.6 million 
Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank with their sharply increasing humanitarian 
needs. … 
According to UN estimates, a lack of donor support for the Plan would result in the 
continued displacement of over 22,000 families while up to 1.6 million people across the 
occupied Palestinian territory would be deprived of adequate water and sanitation 
services, and food assistance. Access to basic healthcare and education would also be 
compromised, … 
“Alongside the humanitarian response, we need fundamental changes, particularly in 
Gaza which is teetering on the brink of another major crisis,” Mr. Rawley continued. 
“Above all, the fragile ceasefire needs to be solidified, the blockade lifted, human rights 
respected, and a political solution reached for the entire Palestinian territory.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50066#.VNzISVOUcp0  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Bill returned to House of Lords, agreed to 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150211-
0004.htm#1502123000125  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance (closing date 28 April 
2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-guidance/
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-guidance/

