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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Terrorism 
col 541  … Kate Green: Since the appalling attacks in Paris, my Muslim constituents 
have been talking to me about the climate of suspicion and hostility in which some of 
them feel they are living. We also know that Jewish communities are feeling more 
victimised and fearful of anti-Semitic attacks. What can the Government do to promote 
and strengthen relationships among our many very valued communities? Of course the 
deradicalisation and Prevent programmes are important, but there is a very important 
positive programme to be promoted as well. 

Mrs May: The hon. Lady is absolutely right. It is important to promote that 
interfaith working, and the relationships between different communities. The 
Department for Communities and Local Government has undertaken a number of 
activities with the aim of doing exactly that: encouraging respect for different faiths 
and between communities, and a greater understanding between communities. 
That is very important work. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/debtext/15020
9-0001.htm#1502093000021  
 

Radicalisation and Extremism 
David Mowat: What assessment [the Home Secretary] has made of the role of voluntary 
organisations in tackling radicalisation and extremism. [907500] 

The Minister for Security and Immigration (James Brokenshire): Voluntary 
organisations and communities can play an important role in confronting and 
challenging extremism. Local Prevent projects have reached more than 55,000 
people since early 2012, and the Government have supported community-based 
campaigns such as Families Matter and Making a Stand. … 

Jeremy Corbyn: Will the Minister join me in congratulating the many voluntary 
organisations that stand up against racism, anti-Semitism and Islamophobia? Does he 
agree that we all have a duty to stand up against all such forms of racism and extremism, 
as well as against those far right extremists who are promoting racism within our society 
at the present time? 

James Brokenshire: I absolutely endorse the hon. Gentleman’s comments about 
the responsibility that we all have to stand up against extremism and racism at a 
time when we are seeing  anti-Semitism and Islamophobia.  He is  absolutely right  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/debtext/150209-0001.htm#1502093000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/debtext/150209-0001.htm#1502093000021
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to underline that call. Our work on Channel, which is about counter-radicalisation, 
focuses on all forms that might lead to terrorism, and some of the references that 
come through our Channel referral programme are indeed from the far right. That 
is why we take an all-embracing approach to our work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/debtext/15020
9-0001.htm#1502093000027  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Mann (774) Tackling Anti-Semitism – That this House notes the publication of a 
report by the All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Anti-Semitism; welcomes the cross-
party nature of the report and the positive engagement of a wide range of stakeholders in 
the process; further welcomes the inquiry panel's action plan to address the concerns of 
the Jewish community, such as enhancing police and other relevant guidance, 
encouraging responsible public debate and language, enhancing inter-communal co-
operation and raising awareness through education; and further calls on the 
Government, police forces, the Crown Prosecution Service and social media platforms to 
work on tightening their existing frameworks on combating anti-Semitism in line with the 
report and to respond fully to the recommendations of the inquiry. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/774  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Recorded Religious Hate Crimes 
Stewart Maxwell: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a breakdown of 
recorded religious hate crimes in 2013-14 expressed as the number of incidents per 
1,000 members of each religious affiliation, also broken down by incidents recorded 
under section (a) 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 and (b) 1 of the 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. 
(S4W-24173) 

Reply from Michael Matheson: The reports titled Religiously Aggravated 
Offending in Scotland 2013-14 and Charges reported under the Offensive 
Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 in 
2013-14 were published on 13 June 2014 and presented information on the 
number of charges that were reported to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal 
Service (COPFS) by the police in 2013-14 under section 74 of the Criminal 
Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 and section 1 and section 6 of the Offensive 
Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. 
The following table shows religious aggravation charges that were reported to 
COPFS in 2013-14 for conduct which was derogatory to each religion under the 
two pieces of legislation. The final column presents the number of charges per 
1,000 members of each, as recorded in the 2011 census. 
It is important to note that reported charges only contain information about the 
nature of the offensive conduct and not about the religious affiliation of the victims 
of incidents. In 48% of charges, the victim of the conduct was a police officer (an 
increase from 40% in 2012-13), and in 11% of charges the victim was a worker 
(decreased from 12% in 2012-13). The occasions when religious abuse targeted 
people within the ‘general community’, and not a particular individual, represented 
26% of all charges (a decrease from 34% in 2012-13). 
This suggests that for many of the charges it is unlikely the accused knew the 
religious affiliation/belief of the victim at the time of incident, and that the attacks 
were more arbitrary in nature. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/debtext/150209-0001.htm#1502093000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/debtext/150209-0001.htm#1502093000027
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/774
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Table: Religious aggravation and offensive behaviour at football charges 
derogatory to religions in Scotland in 2013-14 per 1,000 members 

 
Religious aggravation charges in 
2013-141 

Offensive behaviour at football 
charges in 2013-14 

The religion that 
the conduct 
was derogatory 
towards5 

Number 
of 

charges2 

Number of 
members3 

Charges per 
1,000 

members 

Number 
of 

charges2 

Number of 
members3 

Charges per 
1,000 

members 

Christianity4,5 540 2,850,199 0.19 57 2,850,199 0.02 

of which: 
Roman 
Catholicism 

367 841,053 0.44 46 841,053 0.05 

of which: 
Protestantism 

169 1,717,871 0.10 11 1,717,871 0.01 

Judaism 9 5,887 1.53 3 5,887 0.51 

Islam 48 76,737 0.62 2 76,737 0.03 

Unknown 5 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A 

Other 2 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A 

Table notes: 
1. Information on religious aggravations is taken from Religiously Aggravated 
Offending in Scotland 2013-14 and information on offensive behaviour at football 
charges is taken from Charges reported under the Offensive Behaviour at Football 
and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012, published on the Scottish 
Government website on 13 June 2014. 
2. The number of charges refers to the religion that the conduct was derogatory 
towards and not the number of charges where victims had the relevant affiliation. 
Information about victims’ religious affiliations is not recorded by the police. 
3. Religious group membership information data are taken from the 2011 census. 
These were published in census release 2A, on 26 September 2013. Previous 
calculations of the number of incidents per 1,000 members for 2011-12 and 2012-
13, presented in response to previous parliamentary questions (S4W-15809 and 
S4W-11536), were based on membership data as presented in the 2001 census: 
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/censusresults/release2a/StatsBull
etin2A.pdf 
4. There are four charges in the Christianity total for religious aggravations 
charges that referred to conduct which was offensive to Christianity in general and 
were not directed towards Protestantism or Roman Catholicism. 
5. Religious group membership data is based on self-reported affiliation in the 
2011 census. Christian denominations are presented in the census under three 
categories: ‘Roman Catholic’, ‘Church of Scotland’ and ‘other Christian.’ For the 
purpose of this table only ‘Church of Scotland’ membership has been attributed as 
‘Protestant’ because ‘other Christian’ may include a mixture of Protestant and 
non-Protestant denominations. As a consequence this may lead to an under-
reporting of the ‘charges per 1,000 members’ in the Protestant category. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-24173&ResultsPerPage=10  
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/censusresults/release2a/StatsBulletin2A.pdf
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/censusresults/release2a/StatsBulletin2A.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-24173&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-24173&ResultsPerPage=10
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Welsh Government 

Just under 300 days to go until the organ donation law changes in Wales 
In just under 300 days from now, on December 1, 2015, Wales will become the first 
country in the UK to introduce soft opt-out legislation for organ donation. … 
Under the new system, which will come into force on December 1, 2015, people will 
become a potential organ donor by either registering their decision to opt in - as they do 
currently - or by doing nothing at all, in which case their consent may be deemed. People 
who do nothing will be treated as if they have no objection to becoming a donor. 
People who do not wish to become organ donors will be able to register their decision to 
opt out of the new system. The family of any potential donor will continue to have a major 
role to play in organ donation under a soft-opt out system and will be involved in any 
discussions about organ donation. The new law will respect the wishes of the deceased, 
however relatives or friends of long standing may object to consent being deemed if they 
know their relative did not want to be a donor.  
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/150210law/?lang=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

 
Unmanned Air Vehicles: Israel 

Jeremy Corbyn [222681] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, whether any licences have been granted to UAV Engines Ltd since 1 January 
2010 for the export of UAV engines or components to (a) the Israeli Defence Force or (b) 
other elements of Israel’s security forces; and if he will make a statement. 

Matthew Hancock: I refer the hon. Member to the answer I gave to the hon. 
Member for North Ayrshire and Arran (Katy Clark) on 10 October 2014, 
UIN 207373. 
No licences have been granted for unmanned aerial vehicle engines for use by the 
Israeli Defence Force or other elements of Israel’s security forces since 2010. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-29/222681/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207373/  
 

Exports: Middle East 
John Stanley [222938] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
for what reason the value of extant standard individual export licences to Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories fell from £7.9 billion, as stated in his letter of 12 May 
2014 to the hon. Member for Tonbridge and Malling, to £93 million, as stated in his letter 
of 15 December 2014 to the same hon. Member. 

Matthew Hancock: The difference is accounted for by one licence, to the value of 
£7.7 billion, which was surrendered unused by the exporter in August 2014 and 
therefore ceased to be extant. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222938/  
 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/150210law/?lang=en
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-29/222681/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-29/222681/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207373/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207373/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222938/
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Tony Blair 
Andrew Bridgen [222870] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether any officials of his Department have been seconded to work directly for 
Tony Blair on (a) the Quartet and (b) other projects since Mr Blair left office. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office seconded two full-time 
members of staff to the Office of the Quartet Representative from 2007 until 2013. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222870/  
 

Tony Blair 
Andrew Bridgen [222867] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what information his Department holds on the cost of Tony Blair's work for the 
Quartet. 

Tobias Ellwood: Since its inception in 2007, the Office of the Quartet 
Representative (OQR) has been funded by donations from Quartet members, 
including the European Commission, EU member states and the US. Donations 
are pooled in a trust fund which is managed and administered by the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP). 
In November 2007 the then Secretary for State for International Development 
approved a one-off payment of £400,000 from the UK to UNDP to help with the 
costs of setting up the OQR. Other countries also contributed to the set up costs: 
Norway gave $1 million; the European Commission $2 million; and the US 
provided IT equipment. 
The UK does not currently provide financial support to cover the costs of the OQR. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222867/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4419] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, following the deaths of 
children from hypothermia in Gaza, whether they intend to suggest the provision of 
alternative forms of housing there which do not require cement, for example the yurt. 

Baroness Northover: For people whose homes were destroyed during the Gaza 
conflict, partners are providing several transitional shelter solutions including 
collective shelters, rented accommodation and prefabricated units, adequate in 
the short term. The more durable solution for shelter needs is the reconstruction 
of people’s homes. We have provided £9 million to the UN Relief and Works 
Agency’s Gaza Flash Appeal, all of which has been used for rental subsidies and 
reconstruction. In addition, we are supporting the Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism which is helping to get construction material into Gaza so that people 
can rebuild their homes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4419/  
 
 

United Nations 

Statement by Middle East Quartet 
… The Quartet underlined the importance of the parties resuming negotiations as soon 
as possible, with a view to reaching a just, lasting and comprehensive peace on the basis 
of United Nations Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), the Madrid 
Principles, including land for peace, and the agreements previously reached between the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222870/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222870/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222867/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222867/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4419/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4419/
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parties.  A sustainable peace requires the Palestinians' aspirations for statehood and 
sovereignty, and those of Israelis for security to be fulfilled through negotiations based on 
the two-State solution. 
To that end, the Quartet recalled the importance of the Arab Peace Initiative — with its 
vision for a comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict — and the vital role of 
Arab partners.  … 
The Quartet is deeply concerned over the difficult situation in Gaza where the pace of 
reconstruction needs to be accelerated to address the basic needs of the Palestinian 
population and to ensure stability.  The Quartet principals stressed that donor funding is 
critical.  … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sg2214.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Special Eurobarometer: Cyber Security 
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_423_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150209-
0001.htm#15020910000792  
 

Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0171/15171.1-7.html  
 

Explanatory Notes on Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0171/en/15171en.pdf  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
 
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sg2214.doc.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_423_en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150209-0001.htm#15020910000792
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150209-0001.htm#15020910000792
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0171/15171.1-7.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0171/en/15171en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance   
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/  
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