
 1 

5 February 2015 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Foreign Affairs 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 

 

Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Q12. [907423] Mike Freer: My right hon. Friend has been admirably robust at combating 
anti-Semitism, and this Government have been generous in supporting security 
measures at state faith schools. However, 120 community buildings are now at risk of a 
terrorist attack of the type we saw in Paris. Will he commit to looking at creating a 
counter-terrorism fund to help maintain the security measures at these community 
buildings? 

The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend makes a very important point. I have met the 
Jewish Leadership Council and discussed this issue in the light of the Paris 
attacks. As he knows, the schools security grant, which we introduced, has made 
available £2.3 million of funding in the current year to protect security at Jewish 
schools, and it will be maintained next year. The Education Secretary is also 
going to meet the Community Security Trust to see whether we can do more to 
help Jewish independent schools. In my view, we need to do everything we can to 
help this community feel safe and secure in our country. I would hate it for British 
Jews not to feel that they have a home here in Britain—safe, secure and a vital 
part of our community. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150204/debtext/15020
4-0001.htm#15020466000005  
 
 

HM Passport Office 

How to Certify a Building for Religious Worship and Register for the Solemnization 
of Marriages (updated guidance) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/401462/Ho
w_to_Certify_a_Building_F78L.pdf  
 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Freedom of Expression Legal Framework 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/FoE%20legal%20f
ramework%20guidance.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Gaza 
Anne McGuire: What assessment [the Secretary of State for International Development] 
has made of the effectiveness of the tripartite mechanism for the reconstruction of Gaza. 
[907427] 

The Secretary of State for International Development (Justine Greening): We 
are supporting the temporary Gaza reconstruction mechanism to facilitate the 
import of construction materials into Gaza. Almost 40,000 people have now been 
able to buy materials to repair their homes. There is still a lot more to do, but the 
mechanism is a step in the right direction. 

Anne McGuire: Does the Secretary of State agree that the UN needs to take action to 
ensure that all the building materials going into Gaza are used to alleviate the dire 
conditions of the Gazan people, rather than diverted by Hamas for military purposes? 

Justine Greening: The right hon. Lady is quite right to raise that as an issue to be 
considered. There is no evidence at the moment to suggest that what she is 
worried about is happening. In addition, part of our support for the reconstruction 
mechanism has been to fund a monitoring process so that the right checks can be 
made to avoid such things happening. 

Peter Bone: I listened carefully to what the Secretary of State has said. How on earth 
does she know that Hamas is not using such material to build tunnels for terrorist 
purposes? How do we know? 

Justine Greening: There is a mechanism to check and control the materials as 
they come into Gaza. My hon. Friend is quite right to raise the very difficult issues 
involved in reconstruction. Even with the mechanism in place, we expect 
reconstruction to take two to three years. Ultimately, the alternative to not using 
this sensible mechanism is for Gazans who have been forced out of their homes 
and have lost their homes simply to have nowhere to live. That situation is clearly 
not sustainable—it would certainly not be good for the many children who live in 
Gaza—and we are therefore right to be taking action to address it. 

Gerald Kaufman: Has the right hon. Lady seen early-day motion 746, standing in my 
name and those of other right hon. and hon. Members from both sides of the House? It 
salutes the Big Ride from Edinburgh to London by 1,000 cyclists, which will take place 
later this year to provide funds for the Middle East Children’s Alliance, a non-profit 
organisation dedicated to helping deprived children who are war victims in Gaza. The 
right hon. Lady has an admirable record on this issue. Is she willing to give her support to 
the Big Ride? 

Justine Greening: I was not aware of the early-day motion that the right hon. 
Gentleman mentions. I will certainly take a look at it. It sounds as if it is a very 
valuable fundraising effort. As I have set out, we are absolutely determined to play 
our part in supporting the Palestinian Authority to enable it steadily to rebuild after 
the conflict in Gaza. 

Roger Williams: Many of my constituents, including a group called Knighton Action for 
Peace and Justice, have grave concerns about the humanitarian situation in Gaza. How 
are the Government using their influence to encourage Israel and Palestine to reach a 
more satisfactory agreement about water resources in the occupied territories? 

Justine Greening: A significant amount of infrastructure was damaged during the 
crisis over the summer. Part of the £20 million we committed at the reconstruction 
conference attended by my right hon. Friend the Minister of State is to help to 
replace the infrastructure that has been lost. All the discussion and debate we can 
have today is simply palliative while a long-term political settlement is being 
reached,   which  is  the  only  thing  that  can  in  the  end  improve  the  long-term  
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prospects of people living in that part of the world. 
Gavin Shuker: Some 100,000 homes were destroyed or damaged in the most recent 
crisis in Gaza, and flooding, heavy snow and plummeting temperatures have now 
intensified the terrible conditions faced by Palestinian men, women and children. While I 
was in the Occupied Palestinian Territories last month people were literally freezing to 
death because they struggled to get hold of the materials they need to rebuild. Will the 
Secretary of State explain why her Government pledged £20 million to help such efforts, 
but have so far disbursed only a quarter of that figure? 

Justine Greening: It is important that the hon. Gentleman reflects on the broader 
assistance that we provide. As he will be aware, over the summer we provided 
£17 million of emergency assistance. I have talked about the £20 million that we 
have pledged to the Gaza reconstruction mechanism, which we are in the process 
of delivering. He will be aware that from 2011 to 2014, we pledged significant 
resources of about £350 million. We are one of the leading supporters of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency, which provides key day-to-day services. 
He is right to draw attention to the conditions in which people are living. That is 
why we provide so much support, of which I am sure he is supportive. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150204/debtext/15020
4-0001.htm#15020466000013  
 

Topical Questions: International Development 
T3. [907404] Eric Ollerenshaw: Following on from the question about Gaza, may I ask 
what this Government are doing to assist the Palestinian Authority in their economic 
development of the west bank? 

Justine Greening: My hon. Friend is right to point out the importance of economic 
development. In respect of our bilateral programme, we work on three key areas, 
and one of those, of course, is indeed wealth creation. We are promoting private 
sector development that can contribute to state and peace building by increasing 
fiscal sustainability and reducing unemployment and poverty. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150204/debtext/15020
4-0001.htm#15020466000019 
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Pakistan 
Mark Pritchard [221385] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will make representations to his Pakistani counterpart on the protection and 
maintenance of Jewish cemeteries in that country. 

Tobias Ellwood: We urge the Government of Pakistan to guarantee the 
fundamental rights of all its citizens regardless of their faith. We raise this on a 
regular basis at a senior level with the authorities in Pakistan. The UK supports 
UN Human Rights Council Resolution 16/18 which calls upon states to adopt 
measures and policies to promote the full respect for and protection of places of 
worship and religious sites, including cemeteries and shrines. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221385/  
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Guidelines on the Legal Personality of Religious or Belief Communities 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/139046?download=true  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150204-
0001.htm#15020480000432  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150204-
0002.htm#150204102000259  
 

Bill as amended on Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0093/15093.pdf  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/139046?download=true
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150204-0001.htm#15020480000432
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150204-0001.htm#15020480000432
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150204-0002.htm#150204102000259
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150204-0002.htm#150204102000259
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0093/15093.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version

