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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

CCTV in Slaughterhouses 
col 246  Henry Smith: … The latest evidence from a non-stun Yorkshire slaughterhouse 
was released to the media just this morning. It showed that the layout of the 
slaughterhouse was deficient and, in the words of the group, “was guaranteed to cause 
unnecessary suffering to animals”. … 
The video from inside the abattoir shows casual, routine violence, with sheep being 
picked up by the ears, legs and fleeces and thrown on to the conveyor, or hurled head 
first into solid structures. It shows that the “surgically sharp knife” was often so blunt that 
the slaughterer had to hack over and over again at the throats of still-conscious animals. 
It also shows workers tormenting animals: waving knives in their faces; shouting at them; 
and in one case painting spectacles on the face of a sheep, so that they could laugh at 
the animal as she bled to death. …  
Earlier recordings revealed animals being kicked, slapped, stamped on, picked up by 
fleeces and ears, and thrown into stunning pens. They recorded animals being 
improperly stunned and coming round again, or suffering painful electrocution instead of 
being stunned. Cameras have also captured animals being deliberately and illegally 
beaten and punched, and burned with cigarettes. Workers have been caught hitting pigs 
in the head with shackle hooks, and using the stunning tongs deliberately to cause pain 
by sending electric shocks through animals’ ears, noses, tails, legs and abdomens, and 
even, in one case, through an open mouth. …  
col 249  … we know from investigations that vets do not see the commonplace abuse 
that takes place in slaughterhouses … 
That exact problem was highlighted again recently when the official number of recorded 
mis-stuns in slaughterhouses was made public. … In 2009, those veterinary figures 
stated that there were just five mis-stuns of pigs across the whole country for the entire 
year, but in 2009 Animal Aid placed hidden cameras inside three slaughterhouses, one 
of which mis-stunned more than 99% of the pigs while another mis-stunned more than 
10%. In 2010, the veterinary figures once again suggested that there were just five mis-
stuns of pigs across the whole country for the entire year, whereas secret recordings 
measured 762 mis-stunned pigs in a single slaughterhouse over just three days. … 

 

col 252  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (George Eustice): … On the statistics concerning mis-stuns, the 
Government  accepted  last  year  that  these  were  unlikely to cover  100% of  incidents.  
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Official veterinarians do not monitor all killing operations, and for poultry OVs can only 
ever record the number of incidents, rather than the number of animals affected. It is 
important to clarify what we understand by a mis-stun. Previously, only major and critical 
breaches where the mis-stun caused pain, suffering or distress were recorded, along 
with the corrective action taken.  Following questions asked in the House, I asked the 
FSA to review the way it monitors and reports mis-stuns, and it has now issued new 
instructions to official veterinarians which requires them to record minor breaches, such 
as where there may be a superficial concussion owing to an inaccurate position and a 
second stun is applied immediately afterwards. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150203/debtext/15020
3-0004.htm#15020361000003  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Faith Schools 
Baroness Eaton [HL4500] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the 
proposed closure of Durham Free School, how they ensure that Ofsted complies strictly 
with all the provisions of the new Independent School Standards designed to combat 
extremism and in respect of the application of its equality and diversity provisions to the 
assessment of Christian and Jewish schools. 

Lord Nash: Ofsted is an independent body, accountable directly to Parliament. It 
reports twice a year to the Education Select Committee. It is for Ofsted to decide 
on how inspections are conducted. The framework for inspection is published by 
Ofsted reflecting Government policy and statutory requirements and sets out how 
inspections are to be conducted and what will be inspected. Academies and 
maintained schools are all inspected against the same framework. Independent 
schools which do not receive public funding are inspected against a different 
framework which reflects the different statutory requirement placed upon those 
schools in the independent school standards. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-28/HL4500/  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Oral Answers 

Questions to the First Minister: Intercommunity Relations 
13:55  Jeff Cuthbert: …  Will the First Minister make a statement on Welsh Government 
actions to support strong intercommunity relations in Wales? OAQ(4)2099(FM) 

Carwyn Jones: Yes. We published a national community cohesion delivery plan 
in June of last year, and that plan is supported by eight regional community 
cohesion co-ordinators. The Minister will be publishing a progress report in the 
summer. 

Jeff Cuthbert: Thank you for that response, First Minister. Last month, of course, we 
witnessed the horrific events in Paris, where a number of people were brutally murdered 
by extremist fundamentalists, who perverted the name of one of the world’s greatest and 
most historic religions. Nonetheless, I was heartened by the show of solidarity here on 
the steps of the Senedd a few days later, when people from different faiths and 
backgrounds across Wales came together to condemn extremism and terrorism of all 
kinds. We saw a show of solidarity from leading members of Wales’s Muslim and Jewish 
communities. Would you, therefore, agree with me, First Minister, that the vigil held here 
in Cardiff bay demonstrates the importance of strong inter-faith relations in Wales, and 
something that we should use as a basis to help build community cohesion, particularly 
during times of tension? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150203/debtext/150203-0004.htm#15020361000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150203/debtext/150203-0004.htm#15020361000003
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-28/HL4500/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-28/HL4500/
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Carwyn Jones: Absolutely. Of course, that cohesion is continued in the work of 
the faith communities forum—a very useful forum for ensuring that issues of policy 
are aired, but also to bring people together at a time when the world is 
experiencing so much strife. So, what we saw on the steps of the Senedd is an 
illustration of a process of cohesion that continues on a monthly basis through the 
faith communities forum and through other means as well. … 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3105&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#197132  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-12229 Neil Findlay: Remembering Auschwitz and Srebrenica—That the 
Parliament congratulates West Lothian Council on organising a special Holocaust 
Memorial Day event in Livingston; notes that this event was held to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau and that the event also remembered 
the 20th anniversary of the genocide in Srebrenica in Bosnia, and welcomes the planting 
of a tree in the grounds of Howden Park Centre as a permanent memorial of these 
horrific events. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12229&ResultsPerPage=10  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Liam Byrne [222138] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism in fulfilling its objectives to (a) enable the government of Palestine to lead the 
reconstruction efforts, (b) enable the Gazan private sector, (c) assure donors that their 
investments in construction work in Gaza will be implemented without delay and (d) 
address Israeli security concerns related to the use of construction and other dual use 
material. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not carried out a 
formal assessment of the effectiveness of the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism 
(GRM), as GRM only began functioning in November 2014. However, the UN 
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process informed our Consul 
General in Jerusalem on 30 January that the GRM is working. 35,000 
homeowners had now purchased cement, and another 20,000 were cleared to 
make purchases. The GRM however does not obviate the need for the Israeli 
authorities to lift the movement and access restrictions on Gaza. Donors to the 
GRM also need to fulfil the pledges made at the October 2014 Cairo Conference 
in order to ensure that people whose homes were damaged or destroyed will be 
able to procure materials to rebuild their homes, to fund much needed 
infrastructure projects and to address the urgent electricity and water needs for 
Gaza. 
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3105&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#197132
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3105&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#197132
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12229&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12229&ResultsPerPage=10
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The Department for International Development contributed £500,000 to the GRM, 
as part of our Cairo Conference pledge. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-27/222138/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Russia 
Chris Evans [222285] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the level of persecution of Jewish 
people in Russia. 

David Lidington: The Russian constitution provides for freedom of religion and 
takes an official stand against antisemitism. In 2013, the Federation of Jewish 
Communities reported no official acts of antisemitism at the federal level. 
However, there have been reports of isolated cases of antisemitism by 
government officials, vandalism of Jewish facilities and the distribution of 
antsemitic literature. Annual nationalist “Russian Marches” have also included 
some anti-Semitic behaviour, such as the use of “banned symbols” by neo-Nazi 
groups. 
We have raised concerns about freedom of religion and belief in Russia through 
the EU. The UK Government is committed to combating antisemitism wherever it 
is found and supports the efforts of EU partners to tackle racism in all its forms. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-27/222285/  
 

China and North Korea 
Chris Evans [222286] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the level of persecution of Jewish 
people in (a) China and (b) North Korea. 

Hugo Swire: Whilst freedom of religion is stipulated in Article 36 of the Chinese 
Constitution, only five religions (Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Catholicism and 
Protestantism) are officially recognised. All legal religious observance must be 
organised by state-sanctioned religious associations, under the strict control of the 
State Administration for Religions Affairs. There are many reports that Chinese 
citizens who are involved in any religious activity outside state-sanctioned 
organisations have been imprisoned for practicing their beliefs. We regularly raise 
our concerns with the Chinese authorities.  
We are unaware of any reports of persecution of Jewish people. However, there 
are many reports that North Koreans who are involved in any religious activity 
outside state-controlled organisations have been imprisoned for practising their 
beliefs. We regularly raise our concerns with the DPRK authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-27/222286/  
 

Africa and Middle East 
Alasdair McDonnell [222675]To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent steps his Department has taken to tackle the 
persecution of Christians in (a) Africa and (b) the Middle East. 

David Lidington:  The promotion and protection of the right to  freedom of religion  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-27/222138/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-27/222138/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-27/222285/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-27/222285/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-27/222286/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-27/222286/
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or belief is one of the UK’s human rights priorities. We regularly urge foreign 
governments at senior levels to uphold the rights of all minorities; work to build 
international consensus on freedom of religion or belief; and support practical 
projects on community dialogue with civil society and faith groups. 
An example of our lobbying in Africa was the case of Meriam Ibrahim, who was 
sentenced to death for apostasy. The Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the 
Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), the Secretary of State for International 
Development, my right hon. Friend the member for Putney (Ms Greening) and the 
Minister for Africa my hon. Friend the Member for Rochford and Sounthend East 
(Mr Duddridge) all publicly condemned her sentencing, and called on the 
Government of Sudan to respect the right to freedom of religion or belief and 
international human rights laws. Following UK and international pressure Ms 
Ibrahim was subsequently released. 
We are deeply concerned by the difficulties facing many Christians and religious 
minorities in the Middle East and deplore all discrimination and constraints on 
freedom of religion. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-29/222675/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
 

Stage 1 evidence session, Health and Sport Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9762&i=89417  
 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee Report 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_SubordinateLegislationCommittee/Reports/sur-15-11w.pdf 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-29/222675/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-29/222675/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9762&i=89417
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_SubordinateLegislationCommittee/Reports/sur-15-11w.pdf
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version  
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