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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
The following three questions all received the same answer. 

Alan Duncan [221246] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
estimate she has made of the number of anti-Semitic assaults recorded in England since 
October 2014. 
Alan Duncan [221247] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
statistical information her Department has used to establish the extent of, and any recent 
trends in, crimes against Jewish victims in England since October 2014. 
Alan Duncan [221248] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
many crimes of each category were perpetrated against Jewish people and recorded as 
being anti-Semitic in each police force area in each month since January 2014. 

Lynne Featherstone: The Home Office does not hold the requested information. 
The Home Office do receive data on hate crimes recorded by the police in 
England and Wales for the five centrally monitored strands (race, religion, sexual 
orientation,  
disability and gender identity) but these data cannot be broken down by religion of 
the victim. The most recently available data relate to the financial year 2013/14 
and can be found at this link:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crimes-england-and-wales-2013-to-
2014  
The Association of Chief Police Officers also publishes data on hate crimes for 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. These figures separate out the number of 
crimes that were anti-Semitic. Data for 2013/14 can be found at this link:  
http://www.report-
it.org.uk/files/acpo_recorded_hate_crime_201314_as_posted.pdf  
The Home Office uses a range of additional sources of information from 
stakeholders in assessing hate crime, including information on anti-Semitic hate 
crime from the Community Security Trust. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221246/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221247/ 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crimes-england-and-wales-2013-to-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crimes-england-and-wales-2013-to-2014
http://www.report-it.org.uk/files/acpo_recorded_hate_crime_201314_as_posted.pdf
http://www.report-it.org.uk/files/acpo_recorded_hate_crime_201314_as_posted.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221246/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221246/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221247/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221247/
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and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221248/  
 

Religious Hatred 
Dan Jarvis [221306] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps 
she is taking to reduce the incidence of hate crimes against religious minorities. 

Lynne Featherstone: The UK Government takes all forms of hate crime very 
seriously. We deplore all religious and racially motivated attacks.  
The Government’s action plan on hate crime brings together the activities of 
government departments, who work with local agencies, voluntary organisations 
and the independent advisory group to meet three main objectives: 
• preventing hate crime happening by challenging the attitudes and behaviours 
that foster hatred, and encouraging early intervention to reduce the risk of 
incidents escalating; 
• increasing the reporting of hate crime that occurs by building victims’ confidence 
to come forward and seek justice, and working with partners at national and local 
level to ensure the right support is available when they do; 
• working with the agencies that make up the criminal justice system to improve  
the operational response to hate crime. We want a more effective end-to-end 
process, with agencies identifying hate crimes early, managing cases jointly and 
dealing with offenders robustly. 
The progress report that was published in May last year provides both an 
overview of achievements and case study examples, which demonstrate how 
work is being carried out locally. It also highlights areas that have evolved since 
the action plan was launched, and what is being done to deal with risks that have 
emerged. The report has previously been placed in the House of Commons 
Library. 
It is vital that the police engage effectively with communities and respond to 
increases in hate crime. Police forces in England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
were issued with guidance in 2014 on dealing with hate crimes, which includes  
advice on responding to incidents and how to monitor and deal with community 
tensions.  
We are encouraging anyone who is a victim of a hate crime or subject to religion 
or race-related abuse or attack to report the incident to the police, so that the 
offenders can be dealt with appropriately. 
We have also worked with organisations, including Show Racism the Red Card, 
the Anne Frank Trust and the Jewish Museum to raise awareness of prejudice 
with children and young people, to prevent hate crime from happening in the first  
place. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221306/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

The UK supports education and projects that address anti-Semitism and all other 
forms of hatred 
Statement by Ambassador Peter Wilson of the UK Mission to the UN, to the General 
Assembly Informal Meeting on Anti-Semitism … 
We all watched in shock, the brutal attack at the Hypercacher kosher supermarket in 
Paris. As my Prime Minister said then, this sickening show of anti-Semitism ‘strikes at the 
very heart of everything we stand for’. This attack was a painful reminder of how far we 
still have to go, and how it is incumbent on every one of us to tackle this problem,  in our  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221248/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221248/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221306/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221306/
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own countries and around the world. 
Like many countries, the United Kingdom faced a dramatic increase in the number of 
anti-Semitic incidents against our Jewish community last year. In July and August, we 
recorded 543 anti-Semitic incidents. That was more than the total recorded in the whole 
of 2013. 
The United Kingdom is firmly committed to tackling all racism and xenophobia and to 
promoting freedom of religion or belief. We have a co-ordinated strategy for combating 
anti-Semitism. This includes one of the best legislative frameworks in the world to 
address hate crime. We also aim to make it as easy as possible to report hate crime. … 
We also recognise that it is very important to provide guidance to law enforcement 
agencies on how to deal with anti-Semitic incidents. The United Kingdom College of 
Policing recently published a groundbreaking manual on hate crime, which provides clear 
guidance to all police forces on combating anti-Semitism, including the recognition that 
anti-Semitism can sometimes cloak itself in anti-Zionism. 
We support education and projects that address anti-Semitism and all other forms of 
hatred. Part of this involves teaching about and commemorating the Holocaust. Among 
the projects we support is one run by the Anne Frank Trust, which uses her diary not only 
to educate about the horrors of the Holocaust but to tackle prejudice and discrimination 
today. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-supports-education-and-projects-that-
address-anti-semitism-and-all-other-forms-of-hatred  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Auschwitz Camp 
Nigel Evans [221222] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps his Department has taken to mark the seventieth anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

David Lidington: The UK will be represented at the official commemoration 
ceremony for the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau to be 
held in Auschwitz-Birkenau on 27 January by my right hon. Friend the Foreign 
Secretary, and my right hon. Friend the Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government. The delegation will include survivors of Auschwitz, the British 
Ambassador to Warsaw, representatives of the Holocaust Educational Trust and 
the Board of Deputies of British Jews. 
The UK has donated £2.1 million to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation. We have 
been very closely involved in the efforts made by the Foundation to raise the 
remaining amount for the Perpetual Fund that will enable the Museum and 
Memorial to function indefinitely. Our Ambassador in Warsaw has been helping to 
lead efforts to engage the private sector in supporting the Fund, including by 
hosting a meeting to discuss how to assist the Foundation in promoting the idea of 
18 Pillars of Remembrance – involving substantial contributions by private donors. 
The Government supports the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust to deliver the 
national commemoration and local activities across the UK, and will be 
represented at a senior level at this year’s commemoration. Holocaust Memorial 
Day 2014 was the most successful to date with 2,400 activities having taken 
place. Reflecting our Chairmanship of the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance, we have encouraged our Embassies, High Commissions and Consulates  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-supports-education-and-projects-that-address-anti-semitism-and-all-other-forms-of-hatred
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-supports-education-and-projects-that-address-anti-semitism-and-all-other-forms-of-hatred
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around the world to make a special effort this year to host or sponsor various 
activities on 27 January to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day. We hosted a 
major Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office in London on 21 January in partnership with the Embassy 
of Israel in London. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221222/  
 
 

European Commission 

Exhibition “The Holocaust in Europe” 
On January 27 to mark the International Holocaust Remembrance Day and the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz concentration camp the European 
Commission will open and exhibition “The Holocaust in Europe" … 
The exhibition which has been developed by Paris based Mémorial de la Shoah offers a 
comprehensive overview of Holocaust in Europe beginning with the Nazi takeover to the 
Nuremberg trials. It reconstructs different stages of the persecution of European Jews 
from the first exclusionary measures to the "Final Solution". … 
To read the full press release see 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/2015/20150123_01_en.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL4069] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Lord Wallace of Saltaire on 22 December (HL3625), what precise fishing 
limits are imposed by the government of Israel off the Gaza coast; and what is the 
current extent of the Gaza Buffer Zone. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The current Gaza fishing zone limit is six nautical 
miles, however we have received reports that fishermen have been shot at within 
this limit. 
The Israeli Prime Minister established a 3km Gaza Buffer zone in August 2014. 
However, the extent of the buffer zone varies. There is a no-go zone of 100m next 
to the fence.  
In November 2014 Egypt expanded their buffer zone with Gaza to 1km. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4069/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3625/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL4072] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what are the implications 
for them if, as a signatory to the Fourth Geneva Convention, they except Israel from the 
terms of the Convention. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: It has long been the Government’s view that 
Israel’s presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is governed by the 
provisions of the  Fourth  Geneva  Convention of  1949,  to  which  Israel is a state  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221222/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221222/
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/2015/20150123_01_en.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4069/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4069/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3625/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3625/
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party. We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its obligations under international 
law and have a regular dialogue with Israel on legal issues relating to the 
occupation, including settlements and the treatment of Palestinian children in 
military custody. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4072/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Turnberg [HL4022] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Northover on 6 January (HL3815), what co-operation they have had 
from Hamas in the reconstruction of civilian property in Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: UK policy on Hamas is clear: we do not talk to Hamas and 
we have no plan to do so at present. At the Gaza Reconstruction Conference, the 
UK pledged £20 million for early recovery assistance. DFID has already disbursed 
£5 million and will provide the remainder in 2015/16. The UK was also the first 
donor to support the temporary tri-partite Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM) 
which is facilitating the import of construction materials into Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-08/HL4022/  
 

Entry Clearances: Israel 
Lord Warner [HL4169] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer 
by Lord Bates on 6 January (HL3868), whether evidence that an individual persistently 
undertook, permitted or financed illegal settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories triggers consideration as to whether that individual's conduct is not conducive 
to the public good. 

Lord Bates: All foreign nationals seeking entry to the UK must satisfy either an 
entry clearance officer overseas, or an immigration officer at the port of arrival, 
that they fully meet the requirements of the Immigration Rules in the category of 
entry sought and that, by their own actions, they have not brought themselves 
within scope of the general grounds for refusal set out in Part 9 of the Immigration 
Rules. 
The Government takes a range of measures to prevent foreign nationals from 
coming to, or remaining in, the UK where their presence is not conducive to the 
public good. An individual may be refused entry to the UK under the Immigration 
Rules and the Home Secretary also has the power to exclude foreign nationals 
from the UK. The power to exclude is broad but may include circumstances 
involving national security, unacceptable behaviour, extremism, international 
relations or foreign policy, and serious organised crime. These decisions are 
made according to the individual circumstances of each case taking into a 
consideration a range of factors. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-14/HL4169/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-17/HL3868/ 
and 
the answer referred to in the above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3643/  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4072/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4072/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-08/HL4022/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-08/HL4022/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-14/HL4169/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-14/HL4169/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-17/HL3868/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-17/HL3868/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3643/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3643/
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United Nations 

Demolitions, displacements in West Bank ‘must stop immediately,’ urges UN 
envoy 
… “In the past three days, 77 Palestinians, over half of them children, have been made 
homeless,” said James Rawley in a statement from Jerusalem. 
“Some of the demolished structures were provided by the international community to 
support vulnerable families. Demolitions that result in forced evictions and displacement 
run counter to Israel’s obligations under international law and create unnecessary 
suffering and tension. They must stop immediately,” added Mr. Rawley, who is also UN 
Deputy Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process. … 
In 2014, according to OCHA figures, the Israeli authorities destroyed 590 Palestinian-
owned structures in Area C and East Jerusalem, displacing 1,177 people – the highest 
level of displacement in the West Bank since OCHA began systematically monitoring the 
issue in 2008. 
The planning policies applied by Israel in Area C and East Jerusalem discriminate 
against Palestinians, making it extremely difficult for them to obtain building permits, said 
Coordinator’s office. 
As a result, many Palestinians build without permits to meet their housing needs and risk 
having their structures demolished. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49885#.VMUWgXCUcp0  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

FRA address to the Council of Europe's Committee of Ministers’ Rapporteur Group 
on External Relations 
… It pains me to speak … at such a sombre moment, following the brutal attacks in Paris 
earlier this month. The terrorists killed 17 people, they attacked the free press and basic 
human rights. They increased fear in the Jewish and their own Muslim community and 
injected anxiety into the general population.  … 
FRA is now in the course of collecting data on Islamophobic, anti-Semitic and other such 
incidents since the Paris attacks. We hope to be able to report back on this at the 
informal meeting of EU Justice and Home Affairs ministers at the end of this month. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/speech/2015/fra-address-council-europes-committee-ministers-
rapporteur-group-external-relations-gr  
 
 

United Nations 

Fight against Anti-Semitism ‘A Fight for All of Us’, Secretary-General Says, as 
General Assembly Debates Issue Following Rise in Attacks on Jews 
In the wake of a rise in deadly attacks against Jews, the international community must 
rally to stamp out anti-Semitic violence and discrimination worldwide, speakers from 
some 60 countries told the General Assembly today as it held its first-ever informal 
meeting on the subject. 
Anti-Semitism was thriving in European capitals and was present in countries where 
Jews had never lived.  Even if Israel’s conduct was exemplary and the Palestinians  were  
 

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/hc_statement_on_demolitions_23jan2015.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49885#.VMUWgXCUcp0
http://fra.europa.eu/en/speech/2015/fra-address-council-europes-committee-ministers-rapporteur-group-external-relations-gr
http://fra.europa.eu/en/speech/2015/fra-address-council-europes-committee-ministers-rapporteur-group-external-relations-gr


 7 

 

granted an independent State, as was their right, such enmity and hatred would not 
dissipate, French philosopher and writer Bernard-Henri Lévy said in a keynote address. 
“Faulting the Jews is once again becoming a rallying cry of a new order of assassins,” he 
said, in the form of “lost souls of radical Islam that has become the most toxic opium, 
invading the lost territories of our republic.”  But for anti-Semitism to exist on a large-
scale, a vile portrait of modern Jews must be perpetuated:  Jews must be detested for 
their support for what was perceived to be an illegitimate State, Israel; the Holocaust 
must be denied; and there must be a sense of competitive victimhood, in which the 
deaths and suffering of Jews were overshadowed by that of other people, particularly the 
Palestinians. … 
Noting that anti-Semitism was among the oldest forms of prejudice known to mankind, 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said the United Nations had a duty to speak out against 
it, as efforts to build a world of mutual understanding were being tested today by rising 
extremism and barbaric acts.  The poison of hatred was loose in too many places.  Jews 
remained targets, as did Muslims and many others. 
“Our responses must avoid perpetuating the cycles of demonization and playing into the 
hands of those who seek to divide,” the Secretary-General said.  Grievances over Israeli 
actions must never be used as an excuse to attack Jews.  Likewise, criticism of Israeli 
action should not be dismissed as anti-Semitism.  … 
Ron Prosor, Israel’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, said years after 
the Holocaust had seen the murder of 6 million Jews, violent anti-Semitism was “casting 
a shadow” over Europe, including attacks, hate-mongering and killings.  Anti-Semitism 
also existed at the United Nations, including last autumn when delegations accused his 
country of behaving like the Nazis and creating a Holocaust in Gaza. … 
Condemning anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, all discrimination and hate-crimes, Abdallah Y. 
Al-Mouallimi, Saudi Arabia’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, speaking 
for the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, said dialogue was needed to fight 
xenophobia and the global community must counter extremist doctrines that fuelled the 
alarming increase in hate crimes worldwide. … 
A number of speakers lamented the spread of anti-Jewish sentiment in their countries, 
pledging to act to stamp out discrimination and hate crimes.  Weighing in on the new 
forms of anti-Semitism seen in recent incidents, Harlem Désir, State Secretary for 
European Affairs of France, said each attack on a Jewish person was an attack on the 
international community. … 
Michael Roth, Germany’s Minister of State for Europe at the Federal Foreign Office, 
expressing alarm over the rise in attacks and the use of anti-Semitic slogans in 
demonstrations, including in his own country, called for a zero-tolerance policy against 
anti-Semitism and other forms of discrimination against minorities.  Because of its historic 
responsibility for the Holocaust, Germany fought all forms of anti-Semitism. … 
Even with legislation and efforts in place to stamp out anti-Semitism, some speakers said 
hate crimes were disproportionately targeted at the Jewish community. … According to a 
2012 report of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, nearly two thirds of religious hate 
crimes in the United States had targeted Jews.  Holocaust denial remained 
commonplace in the Middle East and North Africa. … 
Steven Blaney, Canada’s Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, said 
while Jews constituted less than 1 per cent of his country’s population, they were among 
the most likely religious group to be targeted for hate crimes. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11613.doc.htm  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0075/amend/ml075-II.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0075/amend/su075-II-a.htm  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 

TOP 
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