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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Faith Schools 
10. Keith Vaz : What recent assessment [has the Secretary of State for Education] made 
of the role of faith schools; and if she will make a statement. [907045] 

The Secretary of State for Education (Nicky Morgan): Church and faith schools 
have made a significant contribution to the education system in England for 
hundreds of years. Many of the best performing schools in our country are church 
and faith schools. Parents of all faiths and none value these schools for the quality 
of the education and for their strong ethos, and I am a great supporter of them. … 

Barry Gardiner: The Jews free school is in my constituency in Brent North. The 
Secretary of State will be aware of the deep concern in the Jewish community at the 
moment about security around schools. Many other Jewish and other faith schools 
around the country are in a similar position. What steps is her Department taking to 
ensure that the children in those schools are being kept safe? 

Nicky Morgan: The hon. Gentleman is absolutely right to ask that question. It is 
truly shocking, as the Home Secretary said today, that, in our lifetimes we are 
seeing a rise of anti-Semitism in this country, and, in relation to my role in the 
Government, that Jewish schools are having to worry ever more about their 
security. The Department has provided funding for security, guarding Jewish 
maintained and free schools in England, through a grant since 2010. Around £2 
million a year has been provided and continued funding for this and the next 
financial year has been confirmed. I will always be open to further conversations 
on this, because, at the end of the day, all children must go to school free of fear, 
and be able to concentrate on their studies. Their families must know that they are 
secure when they are in those school environments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150119/debtext/15011
9-0001.htm#1501192000018  
 

Topical Questions: Education 
… Tristram Hunt: The whole House is united in its horror at the attacks in Paris, which, 
sadly, form part of a growing tide of intolerance that seeks to undermine civil society by 
targeting symbols of pluralism and tolerance. As the right hon. Lady has highlighted, from 
the assault in the school in Peshawar, to the kidnappings of Boko Haram, to the murder 
of Jewish schoolchildren in Toulouse, Islamist terrorists hope to close down  learning and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150119/debtext/150119-0001.htm#1501192000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150119/debtext/150119-0001.htm#1501192000018
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debate. That is why it is more important than ever that we provide safe schooling for 
every English community. Following the question by my hon. Friend the Member for 
Brent North (Barry Gardiner), will the Secretary of State join me in supporting the work of 
the Community Security Trust in providing security for Jewish schools across the UK? 
Will she join the Labour party in committing to retaining the CST’s funding for the entire 
Parliament so that whoever wins the general election on 7 May, the Jewish community 
knows that the education of its children will always be protected by the British state? 

Nicky Morgan: The hon. Gentleman is of course right to point to the terrible 
events in Paris and the importance of standing up for the values that we hold 
dear, including, obviously, freedom of speech, but also the values that we have 
previously discussed in this House and want to see taught in our schools: mutual 
respect and tolerance, democracy and the rule of law. I am happy to join him in 
promising to support the Community Safety Trust. I have already mentioned the 
£2 million per year provided since 2010 and the commitment already given by the 
Department for the next financial year. … 

Barry Sheerman: Does the Secretary of State agree with me and the overwhelming 
majority of my constituents who think that the healthiest pattern for this country, its 
communities and society is for kids to go to school together? Is she not worried by the 
proliferation of faith schools in our country, in which children learn only in the shadow of 
their faith? 
Nicky Morgan: As I said earlier, I strongly support faith and Church schools in this 
country. They offer an excellent education, but the Government have already made 
moves to ensure that all schools have to teach a broad and balanced curriculum, which 
many, if not all—almost all—faith and Church schools already do. There is the 
importance of teaching values of mutual respect and tolerance of others with other faiths 
and beliefs. If that is not happening, we will not hesitate first of all to inspect and then to 
take further action. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150119/debtext/15011
9-0001.htm#1501192000025 

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-12100 John Mason: Anti-Semitism—That the Parliament expresses its concern 
regarding the recent rise in anti-Semitism across Europe and considers that this 
antipathy toward Europe’s Jewish community has sadly been a recurrent theme for 
hundreds of years; notes Scotland’s traditionally positive relationship with its Jewish 
population; strongly asserts Scotland’s warm desire that Jewish people living in Scotland 
should feel safe, completely at home and a key part of the multicultural Scottish 
community, and believes that Jews, Muslims, Christians, people of other religions and 
people of no religion should all be treated equally and should all be able to live here free 
from the threat of violence or other discrimination. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12100&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

 
Charity Commission 

Commission launches tool for third parties to submit charity accounts 
The Charity Commission … has launched a digital service that allows a charity’s 
accountant or other nominated agent to submit accounts on behalf of their client charity. 
… Charities must use the existing change your charity’s details service to give 
authorisation and then the accountant or agent can register to use the new service. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150119/debtext/150119-0001.htm#1501192000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150119/debtext/150119-0001.htm#1501192000025
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12100&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12100&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www.gov.uk/change-your-charitys-details
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To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/commission-launches-tool-for-third-parties-to-
submit-charity-accounts  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Hylton [HL3972] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are 
making to the government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority towards achieving 
access to the Noble Sanctuary in Jerusalem, and other historic sites, for Palestinians in 
the West Bank and more widely for visitors from the Middle East and the rest of the 
world. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have made representations to the 
Government of Israel that it is vital that the longstanding status quo in respect of 
access to Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif, and other historic sites, be preserved. 
We raised the issue of access restrictions numerous times with the Israeli 
authorities between September and November last year. Since the middle of 
November, Muslims of all ages have been allowed to worship at Temple 
Mount/Haram al Sharif. We have also lobbied the Israeli authorities on the wider 
issues of movement and access of Palestinians between Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3972/  
 

Israel: USA 
Baroness Tonge [HL3986] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of the United States regarding the United States–Israel 
Strategic Partnership Act of 2014. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Washington have 
discussed elements of the United States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act of 2014 
with their contacts on Capital Hill and in the United States Administration 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3986/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4068] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they are aware of 
any current discussions concerning Gaza's gas fields; and what assessment they have 
made of the ownership of those gas fields. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The gas fields off the coast of Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories continue to be a matter of commercial 
discussion. We are in regular contact with British Gas, the Palestinian Authority 
and the Israelis about the exploration of offshore oil and gas. 
Ownership of the gas field is based on location within maritime borders. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4068/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL4070] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by  Baroness  Anelay of St  Johns on  31 December (HL3732),  what action  they  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/commission-launches-tool-for-third-parties-to-submit-charity-accounts
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/commission-launches-tool-for-third-parties-to-submit-charity-accounts
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3972/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3972/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3986/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3986/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4068/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4068/
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have taken to ensure that Israel has fulfilled its legal obligations under applicable 
international law. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have frequently raised Israel's obligations 
under International Humanitarian Law and international human rights law with the 
Israeli authorities, including the obligation of the occupying power to facilitate the 
delivery of humanitarian aid, and that destruction of Palestinian property is a 
violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4070/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-15/HL3732/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL4071] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Lord Livingston of Parkhead on 17 December (HL3408), what representations 
they have made to Israel concerning the 12 licences for components issued which could 
be part of equipment used by the Israel Defense Force and include components for 
combat aircraft, for military radars, and for targeting equipment. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We regularly discuss arms export licensing with 
the Israeli authorities. Our Ambassador to Israel briefed the Israeli government on 
the outcome of the review announced on 12 August. A review of all export 
licences for material that could have been used in Operation Protective Edge is 
underway and a decision is due soon. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4071/ 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-03/HL3408/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Barry Sherman [220566] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to promote freedom of religion internationally. 

David Lidington: The promotion and protection of the right to freedom of religion 
or belief is one of the UK’s human rights priorities. We actively raise individual 
cases and work to combat discriminatory legislation and practices through 
multilateral systems and targeted project work. 
As an example of our bilateral work, the Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the 
Member for Witney (Mr Cameron) has raised our concerns regarding misuse of 
blasphemy laws in Pakistan with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on several 
occasions, most recently in December 2014. The Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond) raised our concerns with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
on 13 November. The Parliamentary-Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr 
Ellwood), also raised the misuse of these laws with Pakistan’s High Commissioner  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4070/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4070/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-15/HL3732/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-15/HL3732/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4071/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-12/HL4071/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-03/HL3408/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-03/HL3408/
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to the UK in October. 
We are active in our project work in a wide range of countries and we will continue 
to be active bilaterally, multilaterally, through project work and in providing training 
to our staff to tackle religious persecution internationally. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-13/220566/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Muslim Council of Scotland 

Letter to Secretary of State for Communities & Local Government 
… Last night, we were asked by the BBC to comment on a letter you had sent to Imams 
and leaders around the country. Indeed, as one of the largest Muslim umbrella bodies in 
this country, we did not receive this letter. 
We take the point that your letter was written in good faith, and we agree with your 
assertion that British values are indeed Islamic values. However, we do take issue with 
the implication that extremism takes place at mosques, and that Muslims have not done 
enough to challenge the terrorism that took place in our name. 
This is why we responded to the media, and an assertion in some quarters, that you were 
somehow endorsing the idea that Muslims and Islam are inherently apart from British 
society. We reject such notions. 
We also reject suggestions that Muslims must go out of their way to prove their loyalty to 
this country of ours. … 
The Muslim Council of Britain and Muslim communities around the country have 
redoubled their efforts to bring communities together and defy extremists of all kinds who 
want to divide societies. … 
And on Friday we hosted a solidarity meeting with Jewish and Christian faith leaders and 
leaders from Civil society in Manchester and London. We have done this not out of 
apology, but because it was the right thing to do. … 
This week Muslims have experienced heightened tension when Mosques and Muslim 
institutions have been attacked and sent hate mail. … 
While welcoming your desire to communicate with the leadership of the Muslim 
community, we are puzzled as to why this has not been received by the largest 
democratically-elected and representative Muslim organisation. … 
To read the full text of the letter see 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/lettertossclg/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-13/220566/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-13/220566/
http://www.mcb.org.uk/unity-home-meeting-160115/
http://www.mcb.org.uk/unity-home-meeting-160115/
http://www.mcb.org.uk/lettertossclg/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
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Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   

 
** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150119-
0001.htm#15011912000580  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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