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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

PM meeting with Jewish Leadership Council: January 2015 
… The Prime Minister condemned the appalling attacks in France and was keen to hear 
about the concerns of the British Jewish community in light of them. He stressed the 
importance of UK authorities and the community working together to tackle the threat, 
keep people safe and reassure those with concerns. 
The Prime Minister praised the reaction of the Jewish community here in the UK and in 
France and said it was important to use the momentum generated by the positive 
response in France to emphasise the strong multi-faith community we have in Britain. 
There followed a wide-ranging discussion which covered security, anti-Semitism, 
campuses, Israel, regional shared threats, the Work of World Jewish Relief and schools. 
Opening the meeting the Prime Minister told the Council: … I thought it was very moving 
going to Paris on Sunday and seeing so many people holding signs saying ‘Je Suis Juif’, 
‘I am a Jew’, showing real solidarity with France’s Jewish community. I want to reassure 
you that we will try and do everything we can to make sure that your organisations are 
properly engaged with our police and security services right across the board to see if 
there is anything more we can do to ensure security. I think we have to recognise that in 
a modern democracy you can never protect against every threat but we should do 
everything we can and be as vigilant as we can to help reassure. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-jewish-leadership-council-
january-2015  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Government response: Campaign Against Antisemitism survey 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said: Jews are an important part of the British 
community, and we would be diminished without them. 
Anyone who peddles antisemitic views is attacking Britain and British values. 
This government has done much to enhance Britain’s status as a safe, tolerant place for 
Jewish people but we are not complacent. We remain committed to tackling it wherever 
and whenever it occurs and continue to take a zero-tolerance approach. Those who 
commit hate crimes will be punished with the full force of the law. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-jewish-leadership-council-january-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-jewish-leadership-council-january-2015
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The government published a report (29 December 2014) on the significant progress 
government has made in partnership with the community in tackling antisemitism, but 
warned there was no room for complacency. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/campaign-against-antisemitism-survey 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answers 

History: Curriculum 
The following two questions both received the same answer. 

Bob Russell [219977] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what aspects of 
nineteenth century and twentieth century (a) British and (b) world history are mandatory 
in the history curriculum in each key stage. 
Bob Russell [219978] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if she will make it her 
policy that study of the (a) First World War and (b) Second World War is made 
mandatory in the history curriculum. 

Nick Gibb: The requirements for the mandatory history curriculum in maintained 
schools in England are available online at: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-
programmes-of-study. 
A copy of this document is also available in the House Library. 
Maintained schools must teach 11-14 year-olds the challenges for Britain, Europe 
and the wider world from 1901 to the present day. In addition to studying the 
Holocaust, this can include the First World War and the Peace Settlement, and 
the Second World War and the wartime leadership of Winston Churchill. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/219977/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/219978/ 
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL3931] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the death of Palestinian Cabinet 
Minister Ziad Abu Ein. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv, including our 
Ambassador, lobbied a range of contacts including senior Israeli National Security 
Council officials in the Prime Minister’s Office to encourage a swift and 
transparent investigation into the death of Palestinian Minister Ziad Abu Ein. 
On 12 December 2014, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr 
Hammond),  issued  a  Press  release  saying  he  was  shocked  by  the  death of  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/campaign-against-antisemitism-survey
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/219977/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/219977/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/219978/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/219978/
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Palestinian Minister Ziad Abu Ein and calling for a swift and transparent 
investigation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3931/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL3932] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking 
to ensure that Israel returns the 128 million US dollars it is withholding in tax revenues 
which are owing to the Palestinian Authority. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv discussed the 
decision to freeze the transfer of tax revenues with the Israeli Deputy National 
Security Adviser and the Senior National Security Council Director Foreign Policy 
on 4 January. He also discussed the tax freeze with the Head of the Israeli 
Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories on 5 January. He urged 
them to reverse it. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3932/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL3987] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding compensation for the uprooting of 
5,000 olive trees in agricultural lands east of Turmusayya. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities, however we hold the Israeli authorities responsible for enforcing 
the rule of law and to provide the appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian 
population. We note the particular sensitivities around olive trees given their 
status as a national symbol and the sole source of income for many Palestinian 
farmers. The Palestinian economy needs a productive olive industry. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3987/  

 
Middle East 

Baroness Tonge [HL3988] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what position the United 
Kingdom took at the Conference of Parties to the Geneva Convention held in Geneva on 
17 December 2014, and whether they made a statement following that Conference. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK is firmly committed to the promotion of 
compliance with International Humanitarian Law and upholding the Geneva 
Conventions and their Additional Protocols. The UK did not issue a national 
statement following the conference on 17 December in Geneva. However, we 
stressed the importance of the conference taking a balanced and non- politicised 
approach. We also agreed an EU statement, which calls on all sides to fully and 
effectively respect the Fourth Geneva Convention in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3988/  

 
Entry Clearances: Israel 

Lord Warner [HL3900] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer 
by Lord Bates on 16 December 2014 (HL3641), whether they have discussed the risk 
factors relating to the entry into the country of foreign citizens with the government of the 
United States; and if so, why their assessment of the risks posed by Israeli citizens 
entering the United Kingdom differs from the assessment made by the government of the 
United States about entry into that country. 

Lord Bates:  The  Government  regularly discusses a range of immigration issues  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3931/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3931/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3932/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3932/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3987/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3987/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3988/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-07/HL3988/
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with the Government of the United States, including on migration. We do not 
disclose the details of such discussions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3900/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3641/  
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Other Relevant Information 

Council of Europe 

Declaration by the Committee of Ministers on the recent attacks in Paris 
… the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, meeting today in Strasbourg, 
condemns in the strongest terms the massacre at the satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo and 
the antisemitic killings at a kosher grocery store in Paris last week. 
These attacks were a direct assault on democracy, of which freedom of expression and 
opinion is a cornerstone. They have sought to destabilise our institutions, radicalise our 
societies and set the citizens against each other. 
Our response to these horrendous acts, which cannot and should not be justified by any 
religion, must be to stand firm on our shared values: democracy, human rights and the 
rule of law. It is by upholding a united front around these values and by taking action for 
freedom, tolerance, mutual understanding and respect towards others, that terrorism will 
be curbed. … 
To read the full statement see 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=Decl(14.01.2015&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=origina
l&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383  
 
 

Campaign Against Antisemitism 

Annual Antisemitism Barometer 2015 Full Report 
http://antisemitism.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Annual-Antisemitism-Barometer-Report.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3900/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3900/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3641/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3641/
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=Decl(14.01.2015&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=Decl(14.01.2015&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383
http://antisemitism.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Annual-Antisemitism-Barometer-Report.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
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** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150113-
0001.htm#15011360000366  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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