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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Nadhim Zahawi (674) Holocaust Memorial Day – That this House notes that on 27 
January 2015 the UK will observe Holocaust Memorial Day, the 70th anniversary of the 
liberation of the Nazi concentration and death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau, where an 
estimated 1.1 million people were murdered; commemorates the six million victims of the 
Holocaust; further notes that the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2015 is Keeping the 
Memory Alive; further notes the significance of 2015 as it marks 70 years since the end 
of the Holocaust and the liberation of the concentration camps; pays tribute to the 
commitment of Holocaust survivors who share their experiences with young people 
across the country; acknowledges the importance of the Holocaust Educational Trust's 
work in schools across the UK and in particular the Lessons from Auschwitz project, 
which has so far given over 25,000 students and teachers the opportunity to visit 
Auschwitz-Birkenau; also pays tribute to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust for organising 
the 2015 national Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration; further notes that a 
Holocaust Educational Trust Book of Commitment will be placed in the corridor between 
the Members' Cloakroom and Members' Staircase; and urges all right hon. and hon. 
Members to sign that Book and observe the day, so that the appalling events of the 
Holocaust are always understood by future generations. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/674  
 
 

European Parliament 

Commemorating the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz 
Video of a European Parliament delegation visiting Auschwitz with Simone Veil in May 
1994 as well as a speech by Veil in the European Parliament in May 1995 on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the concentration camp's liberation. 
Simone Veil, the frst president of the directly-elected European Parliament, survived 
Auschwitz. Born in Nice in a Jewish family in 1927, Veil was arrested by the Gestapo in 
1944 and deported to Auschwitz. She served as MEP from 1979 to 1993 and as 
president of the European Parliament from 1979 to 1982. 
EP president Martin Schulz paid tribute to the victims of German Nazi concentration and 
extermination  camp  Auschwitz-Birkenau  during  an  official visit t o  Poland  on  20 April  
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2013. "The visit to Nazi German death camp Auschwitz changes you. It changed me," he 
said. "There are no words to describe the enormity of this crime. We must never, ever 
forget." 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-
room/content/20150109STO05901/html/Live-commemorating-the-70th-anniversary-of-
the-liberation-of-Auschwitz  
 
Solemn Declaration on the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz: Martin 
Schulz 
70 years ago, on the 27th of January 1945, Auschwitz concentration camp was liberated 
by Soviet troops. What the liberators saw shocked the world as a whole and continues to 
do so to this day. The heaps of corpses, the piles of shoes and human hair, the evidence 
of stolen lives, the thin, hungry survivors, the proximity of death has been stamped on the 
collective memory of humankind. 
For most of the Auschwitz inmates, liberation came too late. More than a million people 
were murdered in that camp. Through hunger, disease, torture, execution, appalling 
medical experiments and the killing system of the gas chambers. In particular Jews from 
Holland, Poland, Greece, and other countries. Roma people, disabled people, sick 
people, homosexuals, political prisoners, prisoners of war and, as anyone who has been 
to Auschwitz will have witnessed, countless children. All of these peoples were declared 
sub-human by Nazi ideologists. They were not deemed to have a right to live. Their lives 
were to be destroyed and these people exterminated. 
This organized mass murder was centred on Auschwitz but Auschwitz was by no means 
the only camp of its kind. Auschwitz is a reminder to humanity. It will always be a cry of 
desperation and warning to humanity. The responsibility carried by those who committed 
the crimes has been taken with them to their graves. However, we all share a collective 
responsibility to ensure that this never happens again. All of us, who belong to 
subsequent generations, will carry this responsibility forever. 
History does not repeat itself but the past breeds the present and the way we deal with 
history will determine our future. That is why we want to know why the unimaginable 
happened in Auschwitz, day after day. That is why human dignity must be inviolable for 
us and every day we must counter ideas and ideologies that we thought we had 
overcome: Hate, xenophobia, intolerance, anti-Semitism. We thought they were gone, 
but seventy years on from the liberation of Auschwitz, Jews in Europe still fear for their 
safety. That is something that must frighten us and we need to resist that fear. We need 
to ensure that this hatred does not become contagious. 
I consider the recent events of Paris as an example. We have to resist the growing level 
of mistrust. Seventy years on from the liberation of Auschwitz we must fight for the rights 
of each and every human being. That is the task that we should consider our own. In this 
parliament of many nations, that is our very special duty. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-
president/en/press/press_release_speeches/speeches/speeches-2015/speeches-2015-
january/html/solemn-declaration-on-the-70th-anniversary-of-the-liberation-of-auschwitz  
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Foreign Affairs 

Welsh Assembly Statement of Opinion 

Simon Thomas OPIN-2015-0323 Terrorist Attacks in France – This Assembly: 
Expresses its deepest condolence to the families of those killed in recent terrorist attacks 
in France, including at the magazine Charlie Hebdo; Expresses its admiration for the long  
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tradition of freedom, equality and respect for fellow citizens which first originated in 
France; Stands foursquare behind the citizens of France in upholding these values in the 
face of murderous violence; and Supports the vigils and silences held across Wales in 
support of those attacked and thanks those who have participated. 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=715&ass
embly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion  
 

 

Northern Ireland Assembly 

Terror Attacks in Paris 
Mr Kinahan: … The murderous attacks on the cartoonists and journalists at the Paris 
offices of the satirical magazine 'Charlie Hebdo' included the murder of two policemen 
and were followed by the murder of a policewoman and the hostage-taking and murder 
of four people in a kosher supermarket, also in Paris. 
This trail of blood lays bare all the ingredients that make up terrorism in our age: 
fanaticism, intolerance, sectarianism and, above all, a complete lack of respect for 
human life. … 
The Paris attacks were an explicit attack on the freedom of speech, which is the central 
tenet of liberal democracy. We do not have to search very far for the motivation of the 
terrorists who struck in Paris; no one should give them any cover by talking of western 
foreign policy. The terrorists were explicit: they attacked a free press because, in their 
world view, the cartoonists insulted their religion, and the attack on the Jewish 
supermarket exposed their sectarian mindset. Anti-Semitism is appalling, as is the spate 
of attacks on mosques. … 
If we believe in a free society, rather than in a theocracy of any denomination, we must 
defend the Enlightenment values of free speech, freedom of democracy, liberty, equality 
and fraternity from all others. If I can apologise for my French, we should all be saying, 
"Nous sommes Charlie", and I can certainly say, "Je suis Charlie", but also, "Je suis Juif". 

 

Mrs Foster: … The crimes of the victims in France varied from satire, being Jewish or 
simply being a police officer on duty that day. A real sense of fear, even through our 
television screens, came across because there was a sense of the unknown pervading 
the streets of Paris and elsewhere.  
Of course, we are very much aware that Islamic extremists were the perpetrators. Just as 
in Northern Ireland, where the terrorists did not speak for the community during their 
worst excesses, very much Islamic terrorists do not represent the Muslim world.  

 

Mrs Ruane: … There can be no place for anti-Semitism, Islamophobia or any form of 
racism in our societies, whether in Africa, Asia, Latin America or here in Ireland. Non au 
racisme et à la xénophobie. I am saying, "No to racism and xenophobia" in my poor 
French.  
Religion or religious belief is the fig leaf that will be used by some to rationalise the attack 
on those workers. No grievance or religious slight, no matter how strongly felt, can justify 
such an attack, and no cause is served by it. … 
We are also outraged at what is happening in Nigeria, Iraq, Syria and other parts of the 
world. Indeed, I visited Gaza not so long ago and saw for myself the pain and suffering of 
the people there. I do not want anyone in the world to experience such pain and 
suffering, regardless of where they live and what they believe. My abiding memory of that 
visit to Gaza is of a meeting with a seven- or eight-year-old girl. We were at her house, 
which had been destroyed, and her entire family had been wiped out. Like people in 
France, that little girl also lost her family. I have no doubt that the people of France do not 
want to see what is happening in Gaza happening anywhere. … 

 

12.15  Dr McDonnell: … I must pay tribute to a young Muslim man in the kosher 
supermarket   who  managed  to  hide  a  number  of  possible  hostages  or,  worse  still,  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=715&assembly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion
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probable victims. He managed to hide them in the basement, away from those who 
would kill or maim them. That, to me, presents a true face of the Muslim community and 
is more valuable and more significant than those who were doing the attacks in the name 
of the Muslim community. … 

 

Mr Ross: … The world watched in absolute horror as three days of terror unfolded in 
Paris. … Even today, there is fear across Paris, and Jewish schools are under armed 
guard this morning. … 
The response was clearly seen yesterday as three million people took part in unity 
marches across the world. The Je suis Charlie signs that were clearly seen across the 
world on social media and world leaders standing side by side to condemn the activities 
sends a strong message that people stand with the people of France to defend the 
French principles of liberty, equality and fraternity. 
That is the right response. We must stand up for freedom and freedom of speech, even if 
at times that freedom of speech offends or proves uncomfortable for us. It is the very 
basis of a free, democratic society. … 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/01/12&docID=2
18560#713692  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Parliament 

European Parliament pays tribute to victims of Paris terrorist attack 
“Violence with Kalashnikovs will not make us downgrade our European values”, promised 
Parliament President Martin Schulz, naming the 17 people killed in last week’s attacks on 
Charlie Hebdo and a Jewish supermarket. … 
“These 17 cartoonists, journalists, police officers, employees and ordinary Jewish citizens 
were killed because they represented things that fanatics cannot stand: criticism, 
humour, satire and free speech”, said Mr Schulz. ”We must not allow fear, anti-Semitism, 
Islamophobia or hatred to erode the values that define us: free speech and press 
freedom, tolerance and mutual respect”, he urged. 
Alain Lamassoure (EPP, FR) praised the millions of citizens who hit the streets in a 
"tsunami of humanity" as "a formidable cry of brotherhood by all Europe’s peoples, … 
“… we shall never give way ", declared Pervenche Berès (S&D, FR). "… We are all 
Charlie, fallen without any god ever having commanded it. … 
Guy Verhofstadt (ALDE, BE) said: "Let us not forget that among the three police officers 
killed were a black woman, a Muslim and a native Frenchman. This bears witness to the 
fact that our societies are multicultural and our rule of law gives opportunities to all. Yet 
from Madrid to London and Paris, we must also acknowledge a failure. These terrorists 
were our children who were born here, raised here, and also died here." … 
Michèle Rivasi (Greens/EFA, FR), said:  "Our thoughts go out to the 17 victims, artists 
and journalists, police officers, Christians, Jews, , Atheists and Muslims. We must not fall 
into the traps laid for us by fanatics and demagogues. This is not a war of civilisations. …  
Nigel Farage (EFDD, UK) criticised political leaders, especially for military interventions in 
the Middle East. "In fact, what we have done is to stir up very deep resentment within 
much of the Muslim community.. (...).We have allowed preachers of hate to go around 
saying things that are totally unacceptable. The result of all this is a Fifth Column living in 
our countries, utterly opposed to our values". 
Marine Le Pen (NA, FR), said “The first duty to the victims is to put a name on what killed 
them. It is not terrorism that killed them. Terrorism is a means to an end. It is Islamic 
fundamentalism that killed them. It kills around the world, it kills thousands of people. We  
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/01/12&docID=218560#713692
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must also be critical of ourselves. Is Europe able to protect us, the peoples of Europe, 
from the threat of Islamic fundamentalism?”. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150109IPR06302/html/EP-
pays-tribute-to-victims-of-Paris-terrorist-attacks  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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