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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel 
David Jones [219903] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to the government of Israel over its decision to 
freeze the transfer of tax revenues to the Palestinian Authority. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv discussed the decision to freeze 
the transfer of tax revenues with the Israeli Deputy National Security Adviser and 
the Senior National Security Council Director Foreign Policy on 4 January. He 
urged them to reverse it. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-06/219903/  
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Other Relevant Information 

Muslim Council of Britain 

Muslim Council of Britain Express Solidarity With Jewish Community After Paris 
Kosher Supermarket Deaths 
The Muslim Council of Britain is united in its solidarity with the Jewish community following 
news that hostages were killed at a Kosher supermarket in Paris. 
The unfolding events in France these past few days have undoubtedly horrified everyone, 
not least Muslims from around the world. We must work hard to defy those who wish to 
divide communities. 
We echo the reaction of France’s President Francois Hollande who said: “Those who 
committed these acts, these fanatics, have nothing to do with the Muslim faith.” Unity, as 
the French President has rightly said, is our best weapon. 
The Muslim Council of Britain is reaching out to Jewish organisations here in Britain to offer 
its support at this difficult time. 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/mcb-paris-kosher-supermarket-090115/  
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Tell Mama 

React with Solidarity Between Communities, #JeSuisJuif 
On the start of the Sabbath, an antisemitic hate attack led to the death of 4 people 
shopping in a Kosher delicatessen in Paris. The targeted focus on the Kosher delicatessen 
was clearly driven by a motivation to cause greater shock waves in Paris and to lead to 
more fear within Jewish communities. It was also an attempt to try and get the Kouachi 
brothers away from their hemmed in position on the outskirts of Paris. 
President Hollande talked this evening about the need to react with solidarity between 
communities. We agree. It is at a time like this that we say that targeted hate towards any 
community must lead to a co-ordinated and united approach. Today, we stand with Jewish 
communities and we say #JeSuisJuif: 
http://tellmamauk.org/react-solidarity-communities-jesuisjuif/ 
 
 

UNESCO 

Irina Bokova participates in historical march for freedom after 3 days of deadly 
terrorist attacks in France 
… The Director-General has reiterated the mandate and commitment of UNESCO 
in promoting freedom of expression and defending a free, pluralistic and independent 
media. On behalf of the Organisation, she expressed deep concern at such brutal 
sectarian violence, calling for unity and solidarity in response.  
“The attack in Vincennes is criminal and anti-Semitic, featuring horrendous violence, 
following in the wake of the attacks of Toulouse and Brussels. Over the last few days, 
unspeakable attacks have taken place against Muslim places of worship and mosques 
have been desecrated. The terrorists are seeking to divide society, to set communities up 
against each other, and we must prevent this at all cost. This is the significance of this 
march, and the meaning of my participation, on behalf of the United Nations, guided by this 
spirit of solidarity … 
“Beyond expressions of sympathy and solidarity, we must act. For UNESCO, this means, 
first, to continue supporting and advancing freedom of expression and of the press, fighting 
for the safety of journalists and against impunity. We must bolster all our work in 
education, in promoting dialogue and understanding between cultures and religions. …  As 
sectarian violence spreads through hate speech, through lies and the manipulation of 
religion, we must respond by fostering tools that enable young people to resist such 
manipulations, and this brings us back to the founding principle of UNESCO -- since wars 
begin in the minds of men and women, we must build the defenses of peace in the minds 
of men and women." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-
view/news/irina_bokova_participates_in_historical_march_for_freedom_after_3_days_of_d
eadly_terrorist_attacks_in_france/back/9597/#.VLLt84p7j3o  
 
 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Victims of crime in the EU:  the extent and nature of support for victims 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2015-victims-crime-eu-support_en_0.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre briefing 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_15-
02_Assisted_Suicide_Scotland_Bill.pdf  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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