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Home Affairs 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Report highlights great strides Britain has made in fighting antisemitism 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles … called for a renewed stand against all forms of 
hatred, as a new government report published by the Department for Communities and 
Local Government highlights the significant progress made in partnership with the 
community in tackling antisemitism. … 
Eric Pickles said that this summer’s sharp increase in the number of antisemitic incidents 
reinforced both the need for increased vigilance and also the need to reassure the public 
that those who commit hate crimes will be punished with the full force of the law. 
Eric Pickles said: Antisemitism and hate crime are completely incompatible with 
traditional British values and totally unacceptable in our society. … 
So while this government has done much to enhance Britain’s status as a safe, tolerant 
place for Jewish people, it is not a case of job done. This summer’s antisemitic incidents 
are a depressing reminder that antisemitism remains a considerable problem. We remain 
committed to tackling it wherever and whenever it occurs and continue to take a zero-
tolerance approach to those who promote prejudice. 
This commitment must be replicated wholeheartedly by councils who should use their 
position of authority to actively reduce tensions, not stir them up. … 
Hate material on the internet has become a disturbing recent development, but one of the 
most significant successes in tackling this new form of religious bigotry has been through 
the creation of the anti-cyberhate working group. 
The group, established by the Inter-Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Antisemitism, 
engaged with the internet industry to produce a ‘best practice’ document to fight 
cyberhate – a document which has now been endorsed by industry leaders like 
Facebook, Google, Twitter, Microsoft, Yahoo and YouTube. 
DCLG has also funded the Society of Editors, with input and support from the Press 
Complaints Commission, now the Independent Press Standards Organisation, to carry 
out research into current moderation of user-generated content on news sites and has 
produced good practice guidance to help on-line moderators in the future. … 
The Community Security Trust… recorded 543 antisemitic incidents in July and August 
this year. This is more than the total recorded during the whole of 2013. 
This year we also saw Leicester City Council, playing student union politics and banning 
Israeli-manufactured products, and Tower Hamlets, engaging in their own municipal 
foreign policy by flying the Palestinian flag. Both of whom came under strong criticism 
from Eric Pickles. 
 

http://www.antisem.org/
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Vivian Wineman, President at the Board of Deputies of British Jews said: The report 
clearly demonstrates the crucial and strategic role of the cross-government working 
group on antisemitism and indeed the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Antisemitism, 
without which such research and policy implementation would not be possible. 
The Board continues to have great concern regarding the worrying rise in antisemitism 
over the summer. Antisemitic incidents on both British streets but also online, particularly 
through social media, struck at the British Jewish community’s sense of well-being and 
identity. … 
David Delew from the Community Security Trust said: This report is an important and 
welcome indication of the seriousness with which government treats the ongoing 
problems of antisemitism and antisemitic hate crime that affect many Jewish people in 
this country. It shows an impressive record of positive work over nearly a decade and 
demonstrates the value of the cross-government working group in partnership with the 
Community Security Trust and other Jewish communal bodies. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/report-highlights-great-strides-britain-has-made-in-
fighting-antisemitism 
 
Government action on antisemitism 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/390904/Go
vernment_Action_on_Antisemitism_final_24_Dec.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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