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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Department for Education 
col 21  Edward Leigh: Last week, a primary school in my constituency at Middle Rasen 
was marked down from “outstanding” by Ofsted for being too British. That follows other 
faith schools that have been marked down because they are falling foul of the Secretary 
of State’s new British values. Let us be honest: not a single traditional Catholic or 
Anglican school preaches intolerance in this country. When will the Secretary of State 
take action to ensure that we have freedom of faith in our faith schools? 

Reply from Nicky Morgan: My hon. Friend will know, if he has read the Ofsted 
report carefully, that the school was marked as “good” right across all the 
categories on which Ofsted marks, not just on the spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural education that the school provides to all its pupils. He will also know that 
school standards on the requirements on schools to actively promote fundamental 
British values, to teach a broad and balanced curriculum and to have regard to the 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural education given to its children, have been long 
in the drafting. They have, of course, come into sharper relief since the events in 
Birmingham. I agree with him that all good schools—including all faith schools, of 
which I am a huge supporter, and Church schools—already do a huge amount to 
teach their young pupils about life in modern Britain. We want all pupils to have 
mutual respect and tolerance for each other and for people of all faiths. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/debtext/14120
1-0001.htm#1412012000022  

 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
Lord Patten [HL2987] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of the 
conference on anti-semitism held on 12 and 13 November in Berlin by the Organisation 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe. 

Barnoness Anelay of St Johns: The Government is grateful to the Swiss 
Chairmanship-in-Office of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE) for organising this important conference in Berlin, to Germany for 
hosting it, and to the US for delivering a key note address. We recognise that, ten  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/debtext/141201-0001.htm#1412012000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/debtext/141201-0001.htm#1412012000022
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years on from the last concerted attempt to confront anti-semitism in OSCE 
member states, the phenomenon may be getting worse in several countries. The 
UK acknowledges the scale of the problem and has developed robust, evidence-
based policies to combat it. The UK’s success in encouraging more and better 
reporting of hate crime was recognised by several delegations at the conference. 
We also welcome the conference of civil society groups which took place the 
previous day, with active participation by a range of UK experts, including the 
Community Security Trust and members of the Board of Deputies of British Jews. 
We hope the OSCE as a whole will take note of, and act upon, their 
recommendations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2987/  
 

Antisemitism 
Lord Patten [HL2988] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether a minister attended the 
recent Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe conference on anti-semitism 
held in Berlin; and what was the composition of the United Kingdom delegation. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British delegation was led by the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, 
my hon. Friend the Member for Portsmouth North (Penny Mordaunt), who 
delivered a statement. The Minister was accompanied by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office’s Head of Human Rights and Democracy Department; and 
the Head of the Cross-Government Hate Crime Programme, based in the Ministry 
of Justice. Officials from our Embassy in Berlin participated in parts of the 
conference. 
The conference was also attended by the hon. Member for Bassetlaw (John 
Mann), Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group against Anti-Semitism, and Mr 
Mike Whine of the Hate Crime Independent Advisory Group. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2988/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Palestine 
col 1WH  Grahame M. Morris: … this is an opportune moment to address the ongoing 
forced displacement of Palestinians from East Jerusalem, which is now home to 200,000 
illegal Israeli settlers; the restrictions on access to the al-Aqsa mosque; and the ongoing 
denial of Palestinian rights. That is the context in which the recent outbreaks of violence 
must be understood. … There is a palpable sense of frustration from the UK public, 
which is reflected in the fact that more than 124,000 people signed the e-petition that 
brought about this debate. …  
… we have witnessed an alarming expansion of illegal Israeli settlements. Estimates 
suggest that some 560,000 illegal settlers now control 40% of the land area of the west 
bank. … It is not enough to focus exclusively on negotiations while failing to hold Israel 
accountable for its human rights violations and its continued annexation of Palestinian 
land. … For decades, Israel has maintained the rhetoric of peace and negotiations for an 
international audience, while simultaneously entrenching and deepening the occupation. 
…  

 

col 3WH  Tom Clarke: … Israel is the only country systematically to persecute children in  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2987/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2987/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2988/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2988/
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military courts. That, and much more about the way in which children have been treated, 
is wholly repugnant. …  

 

Robert Halfon: Does the hon. Gentleman have anything to say about the 19,000 
missiles purposely fired by Hamas and Islamic Jihad on Israeli towns since Israel 
withdrew from Gaza? Does he have anything to say about the murders and the 
continued terrorism from Palestinians—particularly the recent incidents in which people 
were murdered while they were praying in a synagogue in Jerusalem? 

 

Grahame M. Morris: … I am certainly not here to condone any acts of violence, but may 
I point out to the hon. Gentleman that more than 500 Palestinian children and almost 
2,000 civilians were killed in the brutal and vicious assault that was the disproportionate 
reaction of the Israelis in Gaza? …  
Israel is being allowed to achieve its goals through force, regardless of how illegal and 
counterproductive to peace its actions are. Israel is seemingly able to do that without any 
accountability. …  

 

col 4WH  Michael McCann: … Does [Grahame M. Morris] not agree that the same 
pressure has to be applied to the Palestinians so that they come to the negotiating table? 
…  

 

Grahame M. Morris: … people are now perhaps starting to see through the veil of 
propaganda that the Israelis put out about their seeking a just settlement. …  
… the EU imports 15 times more goods from illegal Israeli settlements than from 
Palestinian enterprises. We have reached a contradictory situation in which we 
economically sustain the very obstacles to peace—the illegal settlements—that we so 
often condemn as individuals in government. 
Settlement products are the proceeds of crime. They are illicit goods, the product of a 
brutal occupation and the exploitation of the occupied and their resources. … I do not 
think that we should have to boycott settlement goods; we should not be allowed to buy 
them in the first place. The UK Government should work at EU level to ensure that such 
products of suffering and exploitation are banned. … 
There was a tremendous outpouring of emotion from the British public this summer. 
Hundreds of thousands of people took to the streets in protest … The protests did not 
come from the Palestinian diaspora; they came from people with a burning sense of 
injustice at the completely disproportionate actions of the Israeli Government in relation 
to Gaza, and people who had seen some of the horrors perpetrated against Gaza. …  

 

col 8WH  John McDonnell: … Is it not true that any country currently allowing arms 
trade with Israel is complicit in the crimes that Israel is committing against the people of 
Palestine? …  

 

col 9WH  Robert Halfon: … The ramifications of the conflict go way beyond issues of 
who is right and who is wrong. … The different parts of Palestine are ruled by entirely 
different entities, which, despite an agreement to band together, constantly oppose one 
another. When we talk about a Palestinian state, we need to decide which Palestinian 
state we are talking about: the one run by the Palestinian authorities in the west bank, or 
the one run by Hamas in Gaza. … 
… can we in good conscience endorse an organisation that holds as a principle the 
destruction of the Jewish state, that fires rockets at civilians from civilian areas and that 
glorifies the massacre of four praying men in a non-hostile area? … 

 

col 10WH  Angela Watkinson: Does my hon. Friend agree that a unified and prosperous 
Palestine, living in harmony next to Israel, is unrealistic so long as Hamas maintains its 
violent, rejectionist agenda? …  

 

col 11WH  George Galloway: … Israel is living on top of somebody else’s 
neighbourhood, and the attempt to equate violence from the illegally occupied with 
violence from the illegal occupier is preposterous, and yet it has been repeated over and 
over again already in the short time that this debate has been going. It is a legal and 
moral right of an occupied people to rise up against their illegal occupier. …  
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The ethnic cleansing of Jerusalem, the Judaisation of Jerusalem, the driving out of 
Christians and Muslims from Jerusalem, the closure of the al-Aqsa mosque for the very 
first time since Israel illegally got its hands on it in 1967 and the fighting that has been 
alluded to all add up to a crisis about to erupt. …  

 

col 12WH  Alan Duncan: … Those who think that Palestine belongs to Israel or that it 
should not be a state must realise quickly and deeply that they are on the wrong side of 
the argument. …  
The world has a chance to put pressure on Israel, which at this very moment is 
contemplating legislation that will remove the rights of Palestinians living in that country. 
Every single claim of moral authority and decency will be eliminated for Israel in 
perpetuity if that law is passed. …  
col 13WH  Ian Austin: … the truth is that the Israeli Finance Minister, Yair Lapid, said his 
party would vote against it; Justice Minister Tzipi Livni said that under no circumstances 
would she or her party support it; and the Leader of Israel’s Opposition—our sister party, 
the Israeli Labour party—said that the proposals are irresponsible and unnecessary. 
Even Israel’s President opposes them. The right hon. Gentleman ought to recognise the 
wide diversity of opinion in Israel and even in the Israeli Cabinet. … 

 

Alan Duncan: I recognise the diversity, but that does not mean that all those diverse 
opinions are acceptable within democratic principles. …  

 

col 14WH  Gerald Kaufman: … let us hear from a Palestinian friend of mine … He said: 
“… A week ago, things were about to calm down when a Palestinian bus driver was 
tortured and hanged in his bus. It instigated a lot of anger which mounted after the 
Israelis suggested that the man committed suicide, although Palestinian doctors who 
examined him produced evidence of torture on his body. As you may guess, the doctor 
who produced these evidence is summoned to questioning by the Shabak now. 
A day after the incident, two men have committed a terrible act of killing four Jews in a 
synagogue near where the incident took place. Unfortunately, many Palestinians … have 
started to consider even those who incite…the killings as fair targets even if they were 
civilians. … The Palestinians in Jerusalem are feeling hopeless, and since the torture 
and murder of the young boy Abu Khdeir in summer, clashes did not stop. …” 
… We pay too little attention to what is going on in the west bank and East Jerusalem. It 
is a living hell for the people who dwell there and want to live peaceful, decent lives. … 

 

col 18WH  Anas Sarwar: … My proudest moment in this Parliament was when people 
from all parts of the political spectrum came together to vote for the recognition of 
Palestine. …  
Let us make it clear to the Israeli Government that it is no longer acceptable that they 
ignore the wishes of the international community and the demands of the United Nations, 
the UN Secretary-General and even the US Secretary of State and the US President. At 
some point, all of us must ensure that we are acting in the interests of international law 
and of peace and humanity. It is now that time. Unnecessary death and destruction are 
happening every day, and I do not think that anyone can stand by and watch it. …  

 

Mike Hancock: … How on earth can the Israeli people ever believe that there will be a 
settlement giving them the peace that they crave when their Government humiliate the 
Palestinian people day after day? They are taking the lives of innocent children and 
putting children on trial and imprisoning them for sometimes minor crimes. They do 
things that most of us would think not only unreasonable, but completely repugnant. …  

 

What we need is a positive, hard punch that says that Israel needs to change. If not, it 
will become a pariah, similar to South Africa during the days of apartheid. … The Israelis 
have to be careful that they do not run out of time, because sooner or later the 
Palestinians will say, “There is no future for us here. We have no alternative but to 
continue what we have been doing.” …  

 

col 20WH  Stephen Pound: … May I please implore him not to forget the existing 
Christian   communities   there,   such  as   the  Armenian   Orthodox  and  various   other  
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communities? The problem is not one of only two sides, but of many sides. …  
 

Mr Burrowes: … I spoke to persecuted Christians in Jerusalem on a recent visit … They 
said that the only safe place for them in the middle east is Israel and Jerusalem. …  

 

col 22WH  Karl McCartney: … In pushing for the premature recognition of a Palestinian 
state, the Palestinian Authority are refusing to face up to the difficult compromises 
necessary for a lasting agreement to end the conflict and are undermining the accepted 
framework of direct negotiations, in direct contravention of the Oslo peace accord. …  

 

col 24WH  Dr Offord: Will the hon. Gentleman also condemn the accusations that the 
Palestinian Authority is paying salaries to convicted terrorists?  

 

Mr McCann: Somebody said from a sedentary position, “No, it’s not,” but actually, it is. I 
am a member of the International Development Committee, and the Palestinian Authority 
Finance Minister confirmed that to us at a meeting, at which other Members were 
present. He wants to stop it because he cannot afford it and wants to spend the money 
on doing things that are constructive, rather than on paying high-scale salaries to those 
who have committed the most heinous of crimes and are in prison. I condemn all those 
actions. … 
Since 1987 … there have been 410 early-day motions, 157 debates, 13,348 contributions 
from Members, 63 business questions and 2,539 oral questions. If we all back a two-
state solution, as we say we do, and are not speaking with forked tongue, why do we not 
all get together after this debate—whether the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign or Labour 
Friends of Israel—and truly pursue peace together? …  
col 25WH  Pauline Latham: … What shocked me more than anything else when I was 
there was going to Hebron to see where Palestinians are living. Illegal settlements are 
built on top of them and the Israelis are throwing their rubbish down on to the 
Palestinians, who are not allowed to trade properly. They have to up a barrier to ensure 
that rubbish does not hit them. Palestinian children going to school in Hebron have been 
stoned by Israelis. That does not strike me as the actions of an educated nation. …  

 

col 26WH  Ian Austin: … The biggest barrier to peace is Hamas. Its charter sets out its 
goals with an explicit rejection of Israel’s right to exist. It is an organisation that 
encouraged young people to strap bombs to their bodies and blow themselves and 
civilians to bits in Israel’s buses, bars and restaurants. It is an organisation that the UN 
says stored its rockets in schools hosting displaced people, that uses hospitals as 
command centres, that threatens the media, denies equal rights to its citizens, summarily 
executed 22 people outside mosques after Friday prayers, and that Mahmoud Abbas 
accuses of plotting to kill him. Whatever people think are the rights and wrongs on either 
side, we all have to concede that it is difficult to see how Israel can deal with that. …  

 

col 30WH  Guto Bebb: I actually live in the Gwynedd county council area, and I am 
fascinated by the fact that a majority of Plaid Cymru members voted to boycott Israel. 
However, the last time I contacted the local authority, it was still using IT systems using 
Israeli technology. …  

 

col 31WH  David Ward: … The negotiations have proved unsuccessful: why? 
Negotiations usually require both sides in a dispute to concede something. What more, 
really, could the Palestinians concede? In Gaza they have given up the air, the sea, the 
land and indeed the water, as they have done in many other places. There is not much 
more they can give. …  
Many members of the Jewish community are growing tired of Israel and are embarrassed 
by it and somewhat ashamed of it. … 

 

col 33WH  Guto Bebb: … There is a need for honesty with ourselves when arguing for 
disinvestment from Israel. The point that I made about Gwynedd council in north Wales is 
not a silly one. It is all very well to posture and argue in favour of voting for something to 
make a difference, but ultimately, unless the Gwynedd council computer systems are to 
be switched off, the council is not being true to the demands being made. Similarly, when 
people call for disinvestment from Israel and take selfies with their iPhones of themselves  
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protesting, they are being hypocritical because their iPhones would not work without 
Israeli technology. When people make those demands, they should think of the national 
health service and the contributions made to it by development in Israel. That context is 
important. …  

 

col 35WH  Philip Hollobone: … The recent violence in Jerusalem cannot be seen in a 
vacuum. It has been fomented, I am afraid to say, by repeated, inflammatory and false 
allegations from the Palestinian Authority, Fatah and Hamas, accusing Israel of planning 
to destroy the al-Aqsa mosque and other Muslim holy sites. There has been no word at 
all about the fact that Jews were completely forbidden to worship at the western wall 
between 1948 and 1967, and a slight restriction on access to Haram al-Sharif has been 
inflamed out of all proportion. …  

 

col 36WH  Mr McCann: I also want to place a point about Judaism on the record. Jewish 
people are particularly prohibited from taking their holy books to the original site of the 
holy temple for the Jews, where Jesus overturned the tables and the Prophet 
Mohammed rose up to heaven. The state of Israel is allowing people to go into that site 
and praise whatever religion they follow, but it prohibits its own people from taking their 
holy books there. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/halltext/141201
h0001.htm#14120118000001  
 

col 42WH  Gareth Thomas: … One thing that will be fundamental and that will seem to 
some a distant hope at the moment is the need to build relationships across the divide, 
and in so doing to build a little more of the trust—or, if not trust, the good will and 
tolerance—necessary to create the political space for negotiators to address the most 
difficult questions. In that regard, I commend the mutual support that the Israeli trade 
unions, Histadrut, and the Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions offer each 
other, as well as the strong support given by British trade unions to that dialogue. …  

 

col 45WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): … The weekend just gone marked 67 years 
since the UN General Assembly adopted resolution 181, which recommended the 
creation of two separate states of Israel and Palestine, with a special international regime 
for the city of Jerusalem. … it is also 21 years since the Oslo accords. No wonder that 
Parliaments and citizens around the world are calling for debates, for leadership and for 
the implementation of the plans devised and agreed decades ago. …  
col 48WH  The world is watching. It is deeply concerned about what is happening and 
worried that the opportunity for peace, which has been diminishing over the years, may 
be missed yet again …  
… we certainly recognise the strong statement made by the vote in the House last month 
and by today’s debate. We agree that Palestinian people deserve a sovereign, 
independent, democratic, contiguous and viable Palestinian state living in peace and 
security side by side with Israel. However, I am afraid we continue to reserve the right to 
recognise Palestine when that is most likely to lead to a two-state solution, delivering 
peace for Israelis and Palestine. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/halltext/141201
h0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [215698] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what steps the Government is taking to ensure that a Gaza donor conference takes place 
in the near future; and what additional steps she has taken to (a) provide support for 
Palestinian children and (b) raise the importance of such support with  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/halltext/141201h0001.htm#14120118000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/halltext/141201h0001.htm#14120118000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/halltext/141201h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/halltext/141201h0002.htm
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her international counterparts. 
Desmond Swayne: The Cairo Conference for Reconstructing Gaza took place on 
12 October. The UK pledged £20m for early recovery interventions including 
disposal of unexploded ordnance, rubble clearance programmes and 
reconstructive surgery for those injured in the conflict. The United Nations 
Children’s Fund has estimated that nearly 400,000 children in Gaza are in urgent 
need of psychological support; DFID’s Rapid Response Facility has supported the 
provision of health and psycho-social care for those affected, and we continue to 
support the UN Relief and Works Agency which has deployed counsellors to all 
Gaza shelters to mitigate the impact of psychological trauma. We regularly raise 
the importance of such support with international counterparts, as well as the 
need for a durable ceasefire in Gaza that addresses all of the underlying issues. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-24/215698/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Terrorism: Finance 
Lord Turnberg [HL2996] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the source of funding for the terrorist activities of ISIL and Hamas; and whether 
they consider any such funding to come from individuals in Qatar. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We, and our international partners, estimate that 
a significant portion of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)’s revenue 
comes from its sale of oil; extortion is its other main source of funds. Degrading 
ISIL’s finances is a key part of our strategy for defeating ISIL, and tackling the 
threat it poses to the UK and UK interests abroad. We understand that Hamas 
currently relies on funding from allies across the region. This funding is directed at 
the political wing of the organisation. 
Our partners in the Middle East, including the Gulf States, have made clear by 
their current actions that they are fully committed to taking action against ISIL and 
tackling other terrorist groups. We are aware of reports that individual citizens 
from the region may be providing support to ISIL, the military wing of Hamas and 
other extremist groups, but there is no evidence to suggest that the governments 
we engage with are involved. The Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the 
Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), discusses these issues regularly with his 
counterparts, most recently during the visit of the Qatari Emir on 29 October 
where he agreed to increase cooperation on sharing information on groups of 
concern. The UK welcomes the recent Qatari legislation to prevent terrorist 
funding by regulating charities that are involved in politics or send money abroad; 
we encourage the swift implementation of this legislation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2996/  

 
Middle East 

Lord Turnberg [HL2993] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the leadership of the Palestinian Authority about the killing of Israeli worshippers 
in a synagogue in West Jerusalem on 18 November. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We condemn the appalling attack on worshipers 
at the West Jerusalem Synagogue and call on leaders to make clear global 
abhorrence at this attack. On 19 November our Deputy Consul General in 
Jerusalem discussed the attack with Prime Minister Hamdallah. Hamdallah 
expressed his strong condemnation of the attack on the synagogue and drew 
attention   to  the  fact  that  President  Abbas  and  the  Palestinian  Cabinet  both  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-24/215698/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-24/215698/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2996/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2996/
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condemned the attack on 19 November. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2993/  
 

Israel 
Lord Turnberg [HL2994] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the number of patients from Gaza, the West Bank and Syria who are being 
treated in Israeli hospitals. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of patients being treated in Israeli 
hospitals from Gaza, the West Bank and Syria although we do not have an 
assessment of exact numbers. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2994/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Turnberg [HL2995] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the smuggling of arms into Gaza from the sea. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have made no formal assessment on this 
issue. We do however hold conversations with the Israeli and Palestinian security 
sectors regarding the threat of weapons reaching militant groups in Gaza by land 
and sea. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2995/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2862] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the loss to the Palestinian economy each year through the destruction of 
olive trees; and whether they have any plans to ensure that such losses will be repaired. 

Baroness Northover: The UN reports that between 2009 and August 2014, 
nearly 50,000 fruit-bearing trees, mainly olive trees, were destroyed or damaged 
in incidents of settler violence. The UK has repeatedly raised our concerns about 
incidents of settler violence and intimidation with the Israeli authorities. We have 
stressed the importance of bringing the extremist settlers responsible to justice 
and of the Israel security forces providing appropriate protection to the Palestinian 
civilian population. The UK will continue to argue for a just outcome for all the 
people affected by illegal settlement construction and the confiscation of land due 
to the Separation Barrier. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-17/HL2862/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2863] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
will make to the government of Israel in respect of the funding of continuing healthcare in 
Gaza when the United Kingdom ceases its funding in February. 

Baroness Northover: The UK remains committed to responding to medical 
needs in Gaza, by funding the two largest providers of Palestinian health services 
(the UN Relief and Works Agency and the Palestinian Authority) and funding the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to deliver emergency medical services 
and rehabilitate hospitals. We will continue our support to the UN Access 
Coordination Unit to facilitate the transfer of medical equipment and supplies and 
patient referrals in and out of Gaza. In the meantime, we continue to urge Israel to 
fulfil its obligations as the occupying power. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-17/HL2863/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2993/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2993/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2994/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2994/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2995/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2995/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-17/HL2862/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-17/HL2862/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-17/HL2863/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-17/HL2863/
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Palestinians 
Lord Turnberg [HL2992] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the leadership of the Palestinian Authority about incitement to violence in 
Palestinian media. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We deplore all incitement to violence and 
continually urge the leadership of both the Palestinian and Israeli authorities to 
avoid engaging in, or encouraging, the type of action and language which will 
make it more difficult to achieve a peaceful negotiated solution to the conflict. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2992/  
 

Israel 
Lord Hylton [HL3023] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are 
making to the government of Israel about the renewed practice of demolishing 
Palestinian homes. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have serious concerns about the use of 
punitive demolitions to destroy the homes of the families of Palestinian suspected 
terrorists by the Israeli authorities. On 20 November, a senior official from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv raised these concerns with Alon Ushpiz, Political Director of 
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, during a joint demarche with EU partners. In 
separate discussions, officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have also registered 
concerns about this policy with a number of Israeli officials from the National 
Security Council and Prime Minister's Office. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-20/HL3023/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL3022] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will ask the 
government of Egypt when the Rafah crossing point at the buffer zone adjoining the 
Gaza strip will be reopened. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond), asked when the Rafah crossing might be reopened 
when he met the Egyptian Foreign Minister on 27 October and again on 18 
November. We continue to raise this issue in our contacts with the Egyptian 
government. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-20/HL3022/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
William McCrea [216221] To ask the Prime Minister, what discussions he has had with 
other world leaders over the increasing threat to freedom of religion for (a) Christians and 
(b) members of other faith groups. 

David Cameron: I refer the hon. Member to the answer I gave to my hon. Friend 
the Member for Stafford (Mr Lefroy) at Prime Minister’s Questions on 19 
November 2014, Official Report, columns 271-272. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-26/216221/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2992/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2992/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-20/HL3023/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-20/HL3023/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-20/HL3022/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-20/HL3022/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-26/216221/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-26/216221/
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The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141119/debtext/14111
9-0001.htm#14111961000008  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Iraq 
Lord Turnberg [HL2997] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the government of Iraq about the destruction of churches, synagogues and holy 
sites in Iraq. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government is deeply concerned about the 
destruction of churches and other holy sites in Iraq. This includes the destruction 
of the Mosque of the Prophet Younis, which housed the Tomb of Jonah, by the 
self-styled Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in July, and the destruction 
of the Green Church, which was thought to be the oldest church in the Middle 
East, by ISIL in September. We co-sponsored a resolution at the Human Rights 
Council in September, which highlighted and condemned the destruction of 
monuments, shrines, churches, mosques and other places of worship in Iraq and 
encouraged the Government of Iraq to protect these sites. The Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend 
the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), condemned the destruction of 
religious sites in his statement of 30 July, which followed a meeting with 
representatives of the Iraqi Christian community. Officials from our Embassy in 
Baghdad and Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials in London have met a 
number of religious leaders to discuss the situation for religious groups in Iraq and 
have also met the Iraqi government to urge them to take appropriate steps to 
protect religious communities. We have also funded a series of grass roots 
meetings among religious leaders in Iraq to promote religious tolerance and 
freedom of religion or belief. We continue to encourage influential religious 
leaders in Iraq to speak out publicly and condemn sectarian violence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2997/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141119/debtext/141119-0001.htm#14111961000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141119/debtext/141119-0001.htm#14111961000008
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2997/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-19/HL2997/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 

TOP 
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