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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Antisemitism 
Guto Bebb [215618] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
assessment she has made of changes in the number of anti-Semitic incidents in the UK; 
and if she will make a statement. 

Lynne Featherstone: The UK Government takes all forms of hate crime very 
seriously. We deplore all religious and racially-motivated attacks. Between 2012-
13 and 2013-14 police-recorded race hate crime increased by 4% (an increase of 
1,595 offences) and religious hate crime by 45% (an increase of 700 offences) in 
England and Wales. The increase in recorded hate crime shows that more victims 
are coming forward and that the police are improving the way they identify hate 
crimes, and we welcome this. 
The Community Security Trust monitors levels of antisemitism. Their most recent 
report, published at the end of July covering the period of January to June 2014, 
highlighted that there had been a 36% increase in the number of antisemitic 
incidents recorded compared to the same period in 2013 (307 incidents in 2014, 
compared to 223 in 2013). Following this, they recorded 314 antisemitic incidents 
in July, and 229 in August, making the combined total for those two months higher 
than the total for the whole of 2013. 
When these events occur it is vital that the police take action to engage effectively 
with communities. Police forces in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland have 
recently been issued with new guidance for dealing with hate crimes, which 
includes advice on dealing with incidents and how to monitor and deal with 
community tensions. 
We have also established a working group to tackle antisemitism which brings 
together community representatives and experts from across government to help 
explore issues affecting these communities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-24/215618/  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-24/215618/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-24/215618/
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Home Office 

Proscribed terror groups or organisations 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380939/Pr
oscribedOrganisations.pdf  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Emergency declared in Gaza following severe flooding – UN agency 
The United Nations Relief and Works Agency in Gaza, has declared an emergency in 
Gaza City, following extreme weather and severe flooding over the past 48 hours 
exacerbating the already poor humanitarian situation in the enclave, which is dealing with 
the aftermath of a last summer’s conflict, and an acute fuel and energy crisis. 
“We are particularly concerned for those families still seeking adequate shelter and 
preparing for the winter months, and for the impact the flooding is already having on 
children unable to attend school,” said UNRWA’s Director of Operations Robert Turner in 
Gaza on Thursday. 
No casualties or injuries have been reported, but hundreds of residents in the flooded 
areas around the Sheikh Radwan storm water lagoon have evacuated their homes. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49470#.VHt5MGSsUzE 
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

“For their Sake”: Portraits of Palestinian women refugees from Syria 
My children give me strength. They are the reason we came here. The first thing I 
remember from my last days in Yarmouk is my daughter screaming in the middle of the 
night to the sound of bombing and shelling. I couldn't take it any longer," says Faten. 
"Sometimes I think to myself and say this is all a bad, bad dream, and that I will wake-up 
in the morning in my house in Yarmouk to the sound of humming birds." … 
The moment captured that day is part of an online gallery “For their Sake” launched by 
the Regional Office in the Middle East of the UN Human Rights Office for the 
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, 29 November. 
The photo gallery aims to describe the challenges faced by women Palestinian Refugees 
from Syria, and to raise awareness of their human rights situation and their individual 
struggle for survival. … 
A recent report released by the NGOs Oxfam and Abaad-Resource Centre for Equality 
found that women Palestinian Refugees from Syria in Lebanon go regularly hungry. 
About ninety per cent of those interviewed said that they regularly give up their meals or 
bath water to their children and husbands. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/PalestinianWomen.aspx  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380939/ProscribedOrganisations.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380939/ProscribedOrganisations.pdf
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/unrwa-declares-emergency-gaza-city-due-extreme-weather-and-flooding
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49470#.VHt5MGSsUzE
https://www.flickr.com/photos/unhumanrights/sets/72157646714504913/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/PalestinianWomen.aspx
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Other Relevant Information 

European Network Against Racism 

Measure, Plan, Act: How data collection can support racial equality 
http://www.enar-eu.org/IMG/pdf/20084_equalitydatacollectionpublication-8-low.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html  
 

Impact assessments (bottom of page) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity/documents.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 

http://www.enar-eu.org/IMG/pdf/20084_equalitydatacollectionpublication-8-low.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity/documents.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en
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** The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version  
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