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Message from the Jewish Leadership Council 

With so many issues to stay on top of, the Political Affairs Briefs helpfully collated 
by SCoJeC has become an invaluable resource to all of us at the JLC. It means 
that even though we are working on numerous issues in a fast paced environment, 
nothing slips though the net. We wish them the best of luck in their work and look 
forward to the next 1000 PABs!                 

Simon Johnson, Chief Executive 

 

Message from the Board of Deputies 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities' (SCoJeC) Political Affairs Briefing is 
one of the community's hidden gems. It is a key tool in our monitoring of issues 
affecting Jews in Britain, Israel and around the world. I congratulate SCoJeC on 
reaching this milestone. I would give the traditional blessing of 'Until 120', but as you 
have nearly already passed ten times 120 editions, it will have to be 120 years! 
Thanks again for all that you do for our community. 

Vivien Wineman, President 

 

Message from the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC does not just support and speak for the Jewish Community of Scotland, but 
also shares its expertise with others. MEMO, our digest of information of relevance 
to ethnic minorities, has just passed its 400th weekly issue, and now PAB, the 
Political Affairs Brief, has reached an even more significant milestone: its 1000th 
edition. We are delighted to collaborate with the Board of Deputies and the Jewish 
Leadership Council on this project, and are gratified that they and others find it such 
a valuable resource.                                                       

Ephraim Borowski, Director 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.scojec.org/memo/memo.html
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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

First Minister Designate 
Nicola Sturgeon was born in Irvine in 1970 and educated at Greenwood Academy. She 
studied law at the University of Glasgow, where she graduated with LLB (Hons) and 
Diploma in Legal Practice. Before entering the Scottish Parliament she worked as a 
solicitor in the Drumchapel Law and Money Advice Centre in Glasgow. 
She was elected MSP for Glasgow in 1999, and is now MSP for Govan. Before being 
appointed Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing after the 
May 2007 election she had been Shadow Minister for Education, Health & Community 
Care and Justice. In September 2012, still as DFM, she was appointed Cabinet 
Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities with responsibility for government 
strategy and the constitution. 
She became SNP party leader on November 14, 2014 and was elected by the Scottish 
Parliament as its nominee for First Minister on November 19, 2014. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/14944/Scottish-Cabinet/First-Minister 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
The Prime Minister (David Cameron): I am sure the whole House will join me in 
condemning the senseless attack in a synagogue in West Jerusalem this week, in which 
five people were killed. One of the victims was a dual Israeli-UK citizen, Rabbi Avraham 
Goldberg, and we send our deepest condolences to his family and friends, as well as to 
the families of the other victims. This was an appalling act of terror, and we condemn all 
acts of this kind. … 

 

Graham Jones: I think the whole House will echo the Prime Minister’s comments 
regarding the incident in Israel. It is a tragedy we are all deeply concerned about. …  

 

Edward Miliband: … I join the Prime Minister in paying tribute to Rabbi Avraham 
Goldberg, who was murdered in the horrific terrorist attack in Jerusalem, and to the other 
victims. It was an appalling act, and all my sympathies are with their families and friends. 
…  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141119/debtext/14111
9-0001.htm#14111961000008  
 

 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Unmanned Air Vehicles 
Tom Watson [213867] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, for which periods 
officers in the armed forces have been trained on the operation and use of drone 
technology in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in the last two years. 

Mark Francois: In the last two years training on the unarmed HERMES 450 
Unmanned Aircraft System has been conducted by Army personnel in Israel on a 
regular basis. The last training took place in July 2014. This training was a mixture 
of individual and pre-deployment  training for  HERMES  operators,  and  technical  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/14944/Scottish-Cabinet/First-Minister
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141119/debtext/141119-0001.htm#14111961000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141119/debtext/141119-0001.htm#14111961000008


 3 

 

training for support personnel. Over this period, more than 270 personnel received 
training by the civilian contractor in Israel. No training has been conducted within 
the Occupied Palestinian territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-07/213867/  
 

 
United Nations 

Security Council strongly condemns ‘despicable terrorist attack’ in Jerusalem 
synagogue 
The United Nations Security Council has strongly condemned yesterday’s “despicable 
terrorist attack” in a synagogue in Jerusalem, resulting in the murder of four innocent 
civilians worshipping there and a police officer, as well as the injury of many more. 
In a statement to the press, the members of the Council strongly condemned all such 
acts of violence, and expressed concern about increased tensions, “which have affected 
both the Israeli and Palestinian people, and urged all sides to take immediate steps to 
restore calm.” 
In addition, the Council emphasized the importance of all statements condemning the 
attack and condemning all acts of violence, and encouraged Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders and citizens to work together to lower tension, reject violence, avoid all 
provocations and seek a path toward peace. 
Council members expressed their condolences to the families of all those who have died 
and sympathy to those injured and to the Israeli people. 
Reaffirming that terrorism in all its forms and manifestations is criminal and unjustifiable, 
“regardless of its motivation,” the Council reminded States that they must ensure that 
measures taken to combat terrorism comply with all their obligations under international 
law. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49389#.VG4LP2SUczE  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Iran 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Michael Fabricant [214087] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the extent of financial 
and material support given by Iran to international terror groups; and if he will make a 
statement. 
David Ruffley [214049] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to his Iranian counterpart on that 
country's material and financial support for terror organisations. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have serious concerns over evidence of ongoing Iranian 
support for a number of terrorist groups in the Middle East, including Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad and the military wings of Hizballah and Hamas. Such activity is in 
contravention of UN sanctions and undermines regional security. During our 
bilateral engagement with Iran over the past year, we have raised our concerns 
over Iran’s activities in Syria and its support for militant groups across the Middle 
East.  We hope that the Iranian government will respond to the shared threat from  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-07/213867/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-07/213867/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49389#.VG4LP2SUczE
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ISIL by aligning their approach with the international community’s efforts to bring 
stability to Iraq and Syria. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214087/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214049/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 2014 
(closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf  
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 

Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 

TOP 
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