
 1 

 

18 November 2014 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Home Office 
col 20  T9. [906132] Lilian Greenwood: Given the 400% rise in anti-Semitic incidents 
this summer, I was pleased to hear that the Home Secretary had met representatives of 
the Board of Deputies of British Jews and of the Community Security Trust. Will she tell 
us what discussions she has had with Twitter and Facebook on this matter? 

Mrs May: As the Minister for Crime Prevention has said, we have had discussions 
with the Board of Deputies of British Jews and the CST on the various issues that 
they have raised concerning anti-Semitic incidents, and in particular on how the 
police are responding to them. The extremism taskforce has been looking at how 
social media companies respond to Government requests relating to extremist 
material and hate crimes. We have initiated discussions on that matter and more 
generally on how extremist material can be taken down from such sites, and we 
will be progressing that work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141117/debtext/14111
7-0001.htm#1411172000023  
 
 

Downing Street 

Norwood Dinner: Prime Minister's speech 
… Just yesterday on Mitzvah Day more than 35,000 people from 500 charities, 
synagogues, community organisations, schools and youth groups gave their time to 
causes in almost every major town and city across the country. Yes there is a Big 
Society in Britain. …  
I know what the support of a charity like Norwood can mean. … What you do and what 
you are funding tonight quite simply changes lives. It changes thousands of lives every 
year. … 
… underpinning this amazing work is that great culture of volunteering which goes hand 
in hand with our philanthropy. Volunteers at Norwood contribute 180,000 hours in service 
every year. … today’s Point of Light – our 156th – is a Norwood volunteer. … 
… let’s … celebrate what an amazing country this is. Think of the Kindertransport who 
came to this country with nothing and yet have given it so much. …  
Norwood epitomises that sense of togetherness. You help Arabs, Muslims, Pakistanis 
and Chinese.  You do not discriminate.  You are a charity that is  proud to be Jewish,  but  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141117/debtext/141117-0001.htm#1411172000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141117/debtext/141117-0001.htm#1411172000023
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/points-of-light-november-2014-winners
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proud to be British too. So it is even more distressing when this summer a couple of 
Norwood charity shops were targeted as part of a number of utterly despicable anti-
Semitic attacks. Let me be very clear. We will never stand by when such awful things 
happen – and we will use the full force of the law to prosecute the perpetrators of such 
disgusting crimes. … 
… no disagreements on politics or policy should ever be allowed to justify racism, 
prejudice or extremism in any form.There is never any excuse for anti-Semitism. 
It destroys that diverse yet strong society that we are proud to have in this country of ours 
which we all call home. And I promise you I will fight anti-Semitism in this country, 
wherever it is found. That begins by educating our young people. 
One of the reasons why I set up the Holocaust Commission is because I think it is vital 
that all our young people understand not just what happened in the darkest hour of 
humanity but also how it happened. How the steps to prejudice and hatred led ordinary 
people to do the most extraordinarily awful things. … 
… just as we are prepared to use force to defend ourselves so we will always stand up 
for the right of Israel to defend its citizens too … As Prime Minister Netanyahu has said: 
Israel uses missile defence to protect its civilians. Hamas uses civilians to protect their 
missiles. There can never be any equivalence between the two. … 
I look forward to the day when Israeli parents can send their 18 year old children to 
university rather than the army. But that peace does not start with giving into terrorists. It 
has to be built on the values that make a country successful. And that begins with the 
rule of law. Of course, the road to peace in the Middle East remains long and 
challenging. But Britain will stand with Israel every step of the way. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/norwood-dinner-prime-ministers-speech  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Guto Bebb [213995] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the draft UN resolution calling on Israel to 
withdraw to the 1967 borders by 2016. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are clear that only a negotiated two state solution based on 
1967 borders will resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict once and for all. We share 
the sense of urgency for a two state solution that delivers an end to the 
occupation and we are looking carefully at the initiative the Palestinians have laid 
out. We will continue to engage key partners to consider how best to support the 
parties in resuming serious dialogue, as we know from past experience that 
deadlines are no substitute for the political will needed to achieve a negotiated 
dialogue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/213995/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Chi Onwurah [213990] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effect on the peace process of differences 
in how the application of planning regulations apply to settlers and Palestinians in the 
West Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: The British Government  regularly raises concerns regarding the  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/norwood-dinner-prime-ministers-speech
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/213995/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/213995/
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Israeli building and planning regime in Area C with the Israeli Government. The 
UK has also called publicly on Israel to take steps towards the transfer of authority 
over Area C to the Palestinian Authority. Palestinian development in Area C is 
essential for a sustainable Palestinian economy, yet only 1% of Area C is zoned 
for Palestinian construction and a large portion of this land is already built-up. The 
UK will therefore continue to press Israel to ease the current restrictive permitting 
regime and to transfer control of Area C to the Palestinian Authority as per the 
Oslo accords. The Israeli Non-Governmental Organisation Peace Now has 
identified the building and demolition decisions in Area C. Between 2000 and 
2007 the Israeli Civil Administration approved only 91 of 1,624 Palestinian 
applications. During the same period Israeli settlers built over 18,000 homes in the 
same area. We assess that this does not help efforts towards peace. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/213990/ 

 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2635] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what weapons the United 
Kingdom has purchased from Israel in the last five years. 

Lord Astor of Hever: In the last five years the Ministry of Defence has purchased 
the Exactor weapons system, comprising Exactor 2 palletised launchers and 
Exactor Mk5 missiles, from a contractor based in Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2635/  

 
Israel 

Baroness Tonge [HL2664] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning its proposal to raise the maximum 
prison sentence for Palestinians convicted of stone-throwing to 20 years. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this particular issue 
with the Israeli authorities, our Ambassador to Israeli has written to the Israeli 
Justice Minister, Tipi Livni, raising our specific concerns on aspects of policy 
regarding children charged with security-related offences. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2664/ 

 
Middle East 

Baroness Tonge [HL2665] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the shooting of the Palestinian 
suspected of wounding Temple Mount activist Yehuda Glick. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2665/  

 
Middle East 

Baroness Tonge [HL2757] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they will take 
to encourage both Israel and Palestine to ratify the Rome Statute. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK is a strong supporter of international law 
and the International Criminal Court. However, we do not believe that such an 
action by either side at this point in  time would  serve to end  the conflict,  and it is  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/213990/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/213990/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2635/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2635/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2664/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2664/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2665/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2665/
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likely to make a resumption of negotiations more difficult. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2757/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL2758] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the report 
by Amnesty International Families Under the Rubble, what steps they intend to take to 
ensure that Israel is held accountable for human rights violations carried out during 
Operation Protective Edge. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: There must be a robust process of accountability 
given the heavy civilian death toll in Gaza. Israel has confirmed plans to form their 
own investigative committee which we understand will be mandated to investigate 
the proportionality of Israel Defence Forces actions. To be credible, the committee 
must be independent, transparent and rigorous, and must draw on lessons from 
the past to examine how Israel can in future exercise its right to self-defence 
without such heavy civilian loss of life. We are also calling on all sides to 
cooperate with the Commission of Inquiry set up by the UN Human Rights 
Council, which must itself be independent and balanced in its approach. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2758/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL2759] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether conditions for an 
enduring ceasefire in Gaza have been settled; what they are; and whether they are being 
met. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Israel and Hamas are maintaining an uneasy 
truce in Gaza. The 26 August ceasefire committed the parties to convene talks to 
cover a range of outstanding issues including the disarmament of militant groups 
and easing of restrictions. 
The last round of talks was postponed. The conditions for an enduring ceasefire 
have therefore not yet been settled or met. 
Progress has, however, been made on some aspects of work which are 
necessary to get Gaza back on its feet, although huge challenges remain. On 16 
September, United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East, Robert Serry, 
agreed a new UN-Palestinian Authority-Israel mechanism to facilitate the 
reconstruction of Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2759/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL2761] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assistance they 
intend to give to the European Union’s new High Representative Federica Mogherini to 
achieve her goal of establishing a Palestinian State. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK fully supports the High Representative of 
the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini’s 
position on the urgency of moving forward with the peace process and on the 
importance of the establishment of a Palestinian state. The UK has been a long-
standing supporter of the two state solution and is committed to seeing a 
sovereign, independent, democratic, contiguous and viable Palestinian state - 
living in peace and security, side by side with Israel. The UK, along with the EU, 
believes that a negotiated solution is the best way to achieve this on the ground. 
The EU has an important role to play and we will continue to work closely with EU 
partners and the High Representative to support the parties in finding a way to 
resume the peace process. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2761/  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2757/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2757/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2758/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2758/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2759/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2759/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2761/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2761/
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Israel 
Lord Hylton [HL2672] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel about the reported demolition of houses in Umm al-
Khair village, near Hebron; and what assessment they have made of the impact of any 
such action on negotiations between the communities there. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government repeatedly makes clear 
to the Israeli authorities our serious concerns about continued demolitions of 
Palestinian property and the need for Israel to abide by its obligations under 
international law. Demolitions cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians; are harmful to the peace process; and, in all but the most limited 
circumstances, are contrary to International Humanitarian Law (IHL). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2672/  
 

Israel 
Lord Hylton [HL2673] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel about the reported demolition of property in the al-
Abbasiya area of Silwan and the arrest of the family to whom it belonged; and what 
assessment they have made of the impact of any such action on negotiations between 
the communities there. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have raised the threat of demolitions in 
Silwan with the Israeli Minister of Interior and the Municipality of Jerusalem. Our 
Embassy made clear that we were concerned by the latest demolition orders 
issued in the Al-Abbasiya neighbourhood of Silwan. Demolitions cause 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; are harmful to the peace process; 
and, in all but the most limited circumstances, are contrary to International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2673/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Deech [HL2692] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the Palestinian Authority regarding the prevention of violence in the vicinity 
of the holy places of Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: An official from our Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem has spoken to several members of the Palestinian leadership including 
representatives from the Palestinian Liberation Organization, the President’s 
office and the Prime Minister’s office to underline the importance of the 
Palestinian leadership taking all possible steps to reduce tension and encourage 
calm in Jerusalem, including by avoiding the use of inflammatory rhetoric. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2692/ 
 
 

Downing Street 

Twitter  
I'm appalled by today's horrific attack on worshippers at a Jerusalem synagogue. My 
thoughts are with the victims' families. 
https://twitter.com/Number10gov/status/534646744563585024  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2672/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2672/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2673/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2673/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2692/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-05/HL2692/
https://twitter.com/Number10gov/status/534646744563585024
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary meets US Secretary of State for talks 
… Alongside Secretary Kerry, I condemned in the strongest possible terms the appalling 
attack that took place this morning at a synagogue in Jerusalem, in which at least four 
people have been murdered in a place of worship. I call on all world leaders to step up 
and condemn this brutality. Both sides must do everything possible to de-escalate 
tensions, which are extremely dangerous for the Israeli and Palestinian communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-meets-us-secretary-of-state-for-
talks  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by HRVP Federica Mogherini on this morning's attack in the Har Nof 
synagogue 
The attack in the Har Nof synagogue this morning killing at least 4 people can only harm 
any step forward towards peace. It is an act of terror against worshipers at morning 
prayers and is condemnable by all means. 
I wish to express my heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims. 
I call on all leaders in the region to work together and do their utmost to immediately calm 
down the situation and prevent further escalation. I invite all sides to refrain from any 
action that would worsen the situation by way of incitement, provocation, use of force or 
retaliation. I utterly condemn all statements calling for or praising such attacks.  
The lack of progress towards the two-State solution will systematically ensure the next 
round of violence. The time has come for both sides to make compromises, promote 
stability and ensure long-term security for both Israelis and Palestinians. 
The absence of a credible political framework is used instrumentally and leads to further 
hardening of ideological and religious stands. It is the responsibility of both parties, with 
the help of the international community, to urgently work on resuming the talks. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2014/141118_01_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

UN official calls on Israeli, Palestinian leaders to make ‘difficult compromises’ for 
peace 
Preventing a further escalation of tensions in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and returning 
to negotiations has never been more important, a senior United Nations political official 
told the Security Council today, calling on leaders from both sides to make the “difficult 
compromises” that will promote stability and ensure long-term security in the region. 
Briefing the Council on the situation in the Middle East, Jens Anders Toyberg-Frandzen, 
Assistant Secretary-General ad interim for UN Political Affairs, stressed that Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon is alarmed by the rise in tensions – particularly attacks against 
religious sites … 
… the Secretary-General welcomes the renewed assurances by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu that there will be no changes made to the status quo regarding the 
holy sites. … 
Meanwhile, Israel’s ongoing settlement activity “continues to undermine efforts to calm 
the tensions in Jerusalem … such unilateral actions will only further impede the chances 
for long-term stability and a durable peace and should therefore be reversed,” … 
On a positive note, he noted that the temporary Gaza reconstruction mechanism began 
its   operations  earlier  this  month.   Led  by  the   Palestinian   Government  of  National  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-meets-us-secretary-of-state-for-talks
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-meets-us-secretary-of-state-for-talks
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2014/141118_01_en.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2014/sc11649.doc.htm
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Consensus and working through the private sector, the mechanism’s priority is the 
provision of reconstruction material for urgent shelter repairs. … 
Furthermore, he said it is encouraging that Israel reportedly plans to increase the number 
of truckloads of construction materials entering the Gaza Strip, up to 800 trucks daily, 
instead of the current 350 trucks. Calling on the Palestinian factions to uphold their 
responsibilities to ensure that the reconstruction material is not diverted to support illegal 
activities, he also encouraged both Israel and Egypt to accelerate efforts to come up with 
sustainable solutions that will address their legitimate security concerns while 
progressively easing border restrictions. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49356#.VGtfw1eUeRM  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 2014 
(closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49356#.VGtfw1eUeRM
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
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Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 

TOP 
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