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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Animal Slaughter (Religious Methods) 
includes: 
col 147WH  Neil Parish: … When the all-party group on beef and lamb … decided to 
conduct an inquiry into the welfare of animals slaughtered in accordance with religious 
rites … we were careful to make distinctions between halal and shechita, the different 
methods of non-stun slaughter and the species being considered. We took evidence, in 
writing and in oral evidence sessions, from a wide range of stakeholders, including 
industry experts, Shechita UK, the Halal Food Authority, veterinary professionals, the 
Minister and the European Commission. …  
Halal and shechita methods of slaughter are exempt from those scientifically established 
regulations not because they meet a different set of animal welfare standards, but 
because they are a matter of freedom of religious and cultural expression. In an ideal 
world, I would like all livestock to be stunned before slaughter, but that must be 
reconciled with the United Kingdom’s proud record of religious tolerance and our history 
of allowing communities to eat meat prepared in accordance with their faith. …  
It is estimated that 3% of cattle, 10% of sheep and goats, and 4% of poultry slaughtered 
in Great Britain are not pre-stunned. One estimate is that 114 million animals are killed 
annually in the UK using the halal method, while a further 2.1 million are killed under the 
shechita method. …  
The inquiry highlighted that the majority of studies have been about halal slaughter. 
There is therefore a deficit in our veterinary understanding of the shechita method of 
slaughter in the Jewish community, which permits no form of stunning. In its evidence, 
the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs said it had sought to include the 
shechita method of slaughter in its studies, but that it had not yet been successful in 
doing so. …  

 

col 149WH  Eric Ollerenshaw: … One of the issues that we did not get to the bottom of, 
certainly in the meetings I attended, was the sheer scale of mis-stunning. That was 
raised by Shechita UK. Nowhere did there seem to be any particular figures on how 
much mis-stunning there is. … 

 

Neil Parish: …  I think that the amount of mis-stunning is sometimes exaggerated. On 
the other hand, mis-stunning of animals should not happen. It is very bad animal welfare, 
and we need to stamp it out. …  
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It is the all-party group’s belief that labelling should be considered, and it should be on 
the basis of stun or non-stun methods—not halal versus kosher—because consumers 
are thought to have a sufficient understanding of what the terms “stunned” or “non-
stunned” mean. The group believes, however, that more work can be done to clarify, for 
consumers of halal and kosher meat, and the wider public, what the terms entail …  
… a report has recently been published … comparing halal and kosher beef with ordinary 
beef and a piece of venison from a shot deer. Microscopic slides revealed that they all 
retained similar amounts of red blood cells. Their report concluded: “If ritual slaughter not 
only causes levels of avoidable pain and distress to meat animals...but also fails in its 
stated purpose of removing as much blood as possible, compared with other methods, 
then it becomes more difficult to justify and defend”. …  
… the Government should review whether compulsory CCTV in abattoirs should be 
introduced to make sure that there is oversight and that guidance is being followed for 
all—I emphasise that I mean all—methods of slaughter. There must also be a review of 
the current guidance available to operators conducting religious slaughter. …  
The Food Standards Agency does not publish information on the number of mis-
slaughtered animals, and holds details only of when mis-cuts have occurred—not of 
whether the associated slaughter was carried out using a stun or non-stun process. That 
makes it hard to judge its effectiveness and how it compares with different stunning 
methods. …  
There is a danger that an outright ban on religious slaughter would not improve the 
welfare of animals at the point of slaughter. … Driving our halal and shechita meat 
industry abroad to countries without our robust animal welfare standards and our supply 
chain traceability might result in more animals being slaughtered without stunning. …  

 

col 151WH  Louise Ellman: … this issue is very important to the whole Jewish 
community. It recognises its rights as part of British society as well as enabling individual 
Jewish people who observe the laws of kashrut to eat meat and poultry. Any interference 
with their ability to do so would be a gross infringement of civil rights. The Jewish laws of 
kashrut are part of a wider concern for animal welfare. Shechita is carried out by trained, 
licensed experts. …  
Criticism of … shechita, claims or often assumes that other methods of slaughter are 
more humane. Those other methods include stunning by penetrative bolt or by 
electrocution. They include chickens being shackled by their ankles and dipped into a 
weather bath and electrocuted, and pigs herded into a room and gassed. None of those 
methods are pleasant. …  
It is important to recognize … that mechanical stunning has a high failure rate. Many 
more animals suffer because of inadequate stunning than are killed altogether by 
shechita. The report of the EU Food Safety Authority stated that failure rates for 
penetrative captive bolt stunning may be as high as 6.6%—2 million cows. It also 
reported that failure for non-penetrative captive bolt stunning and electric stunning could 
be as high as 31%—10 million cows. In comparison, the total number of cattle killed by 
shechita in any one year is 20,000. …  

 

Roger Williams: … One of our concerns when we took evidence was that not all animals 
killed by the shechita method were found to be of kosher standard or quality and had to 
go into the general meat trade. Can anything be done to ensure that only animals that 
will be suitable for kosher meat are killed by the shechita method? 

 

Mrs Ellman: Some parts of animals are prohibited from being eaten by people who 
observe the laws of kashrut and they are often sold in other parts of the food chain. That 
is part of the system. I know that there are issues about labelling slaughtering methods. I 
do not think that labelling would be objected to in principle, but it should apply to all types 
of killing and all situations in which killing takes place. 

 

Neil Parish: … in some big slaughterhouses not all slaughtering is necessarily checked 
by the Jewish community and some animals go through the system and end up in the 
normal food chain without going through the shechita system. … 
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col 153WH  Mrs Ellman: I accept that further steps could be taken, but my essential 
concern is about a preserving the rights of the Jewish community as part of British 
society to maintain its traditions and religious laws that are all designed to enhance 
animal welfare. I am greatly concerned about the often unstated assumption that 
stunning is more humane and that animals that are not killed according to Jewish laws do 
not suffer. The evidence simply does not substantiate that. … 

 

Jonathan Djanogly: … As the hon. Member for Liverpool, Riverside (Mrs Ellman) said, 
let us be under no illusions about how emotive the issue is for the Orthodox Jewish 
British community. In the event of a ban on non-stunned meat—I appreciate that that has 
not been recommended by my hon. Friend—they would either have to import their meat 
or move to a place where they could eat it and maintain their civil liberties. …  
A conceptual problem is that modern slaughter practice, including stunning, is based on 
mechanised, mass market, cheap food requirements. That is not the starting point for 
shechita, where the quality of and respect to be given to each animal is key. …  
… many other academics see shechita as just as humane as other slaughter methods. 
Moreover, it is certainly considered to be more humane than what happens to the 
chickens that are hung and electrocuted, the pigs that are gassed, and the cows that can 
be mis-stunned before the second, later act of slaughter takes place. … many Jews and 
Muslims ask why shechita and halal should be looked at in isolation. … 

 

col 155WH  Shabana Mahmood: … I agree with the point made by Shechita UK and the 
Association of Non-Stun Abattoirs about the extent of labelling. Let us say the starting 
position is the belief that consumers should know what has happened to meat—whether 
it has been slaughtered in accordance with religious principles and about the method of 
stunning. … Sometimes I think we feel that we can sanitise the whole process of eating 
meat. At the end of the day, an animal is being killed, and, for people of religious faith, 
the killing of an animal is a really big deal, which is why so many Muslims and Jews, in 
particular, are so wedded to the methods laid down in their holy books for the killing of an 
animal. …  

 

col 156WH  Lee Scott: … Shechita is the Jewish religious humane method of animal 
slaughter for food. It is the only method of preparing meat and poultry in accordance with 
Jewish tradition—meat and poultry that an observant Jew can eat. … shechita is carried 
out by a trained person called a shochet, who has been trained for many years before 
taking up the profession. 

 

Matthew Offord: Can my hon. Friend confirm that the shochet holds two licences? One 
is issued by the Food Standards Agency and the other by the Rabbinical Commission for 
the Licensing of Shochetim. That rabbinical commission is a statutory body established 
by Parliament under the Welfare of Animals (Slaughter or Killing) Regulations 1995. 

 

col 157WH  Mr Scott: … that is the case. … 
The Jewish community is not against food labelling; in fact, we invented it. The hechsher, 
which is on every piece of kosher meat to prove that it is kosher so that the community 
can eat it, has existed since time immemorial … However, it would be inappropriate if 
meat was labelled in a way that was purely of a religious nature. If it is to be labelled, 
every aspect has to be covered. … we have heard a lot about mis-stuns. There are 
reports that the figure could be as high as 20 million. We do not know how many animals 
are mis-stunned. … we should know. That should be recorded as well, because if we are 
to start recording, if we are to start labelling, that has to be across the board. …  

 

col 158WH  Matthew Offord: … under the shechita method, the blood supply to the 
animal’s brain ceases immediately. Consciousness is irreversibly lost and, with it, the 
ability of the animal to feel pain. … That is in contrast to conventional mechanised 
slaughter, which uses industrial methods that I do not believe members of the public 
would be very enthusiastic about if they witnessed how an animal was incapacitated 
before its death. …  
… the number of cows consumed through the shechita method is just 20,000, so I have 
to ask why there is this  great  concern  about  the  20,000  cows  that  pass  through  the  
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shechita and kosher process when 12 million cows are possibly mis-stunned each year. 
No one seems to like to answer that question. …  

 

col 159WH  Neil Parish: I think that my hon. Friend is mixing his figures. I think that he is 
taking the 20,000 cattle in the UK that are slaughtered under the shechita system and 
probably taking a European-wide figure for mis-stunning. I would not think the figure was 
anywhere near that for mis-stunning in this country …  

 

Dr Offord: … I believe that labelling meat as not stunned before slaughter is pejorative 
and discriminatory, because it effectively places religious slaughter methods in a second-
class category. …  

 

col 160WH  Mike Freer: … From what I saw, the person who operates a bolt gun 
undertakes far less training than the shochet who uses a blade. It is almost the case that 
a person could apply to a slaughterhouse, and within days and with minimal training they 
could be operating a bolt gun on a cow. I reiterate that the use of the bolt is not humane, 
and we need to bear that important factor in mind when we compare the two types of 
slaughter. …  
It is important that we use the term “religious slaughter”. The word “rite” is used too glibly, 
and we are not talking about a rite. Religious slaughter is not like dancing around the 
maypole; it is not something that we did in the past and from which we can now move on. 
It is an integral part of being Jewish or Muslim. It is not an option. If someone wants to 
practise their faith as a Jew or a Muslim, they have to keep kosher or halal. It is not 
something that they can choose to do on a Monday but choose not to do on a Tuesday. 
Religious slaughter is not a rite; it is an integral part of the faith. …  

 

col 163WH  Huw Irranca-Davies: … sometimes the tabloid hyperbole can overtake the 
reality. Although shechita slaughter prohibits any form of stunning, more than 80% of 
halal animals are pre-stunned. The Food Standards Agency estimated in 2012 that 3% of 
cattle, 10% of goats and sheep and 4% of poultry were not pre-stunned as part of halal 
slaughter—let us get the facts on the record. Religious slaughter has strict oversight by 
official veterinarians from the Meat Hygiene Service, and there are strict regulations 
governing meat hygiene and animal welfare and statutory regulations in each food 
business operator. …  
… in the context of meat slaughtered in accordance with religious rites, the question 
becomes what the label should say. Should meat be labelled halal or kosher? … Should 
all different types of slaughter be labelled for the consumer? In that case, make room on 
the label for “slaughter by electrical current”, or by carbon dioxide, inert gas, captive bolt 
pistol, gunshot or free bullet and so on. …  
A written answer … revealed that under the FSA recording procedures, in the whole 
nation only nine cases of cattle mis-stunning were recorded for 2013-14, as well as one 
duck, three pigs, three sheep and one turkey. The Minister told the hon. Member for 
Finchley and Golders Green (Mike Freer) on 1 April this year that a study into the 
accuracy of the data was unnecessary, but when pursued by me and others in written 
questions, he responded to me on 26 September: “The Food Standards Agency (FSA) is 
due to complete a review into its monitoring and reporting of breaches of welfare 
legislation by the end of October. Previously” … only major and critical breaches were 
recorded, along with the actions taken to correct these. The FSA review is now also 
looking to strengthen recording of minor breaches.” 
I look forward to the results of that review, as many people look at the figures with 
disbelief. …  

 

col 168WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (George Eustice): … Our position is that we would prefer that all animals 
are stunned before slaughter, but we recognise and respect the needs of religious 
communities, so we have always maintained this limited exemption, which is to be used 
only for meat produced for Jewish and Muslim communities. Last year, the Prime 
Minister made it very clear in a speech that the Government have no intention of 
abolishing religious slaughter in this country. However, it is equally important to note that  
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none of the derogations that we have in place, which are set out through the Welfare of 
Animals (Slaughter or Killing) Regulations 1995, exempt anyone from the requirements 
of the Animal Welfare Act 2006, which requires all abattoirs to avoid causing an animal 
avoidable pain. …  
Put bluntly, the situation is clear from most of the evidence. There are a number of 
reports. The Farm Animal Welfare Committee issued a report in 2003, which concluded 
that there was significant pain and distress where there was not stunning before 
slaughter. Likewise, in 2004 the European Food Safety Authority issued a similar opinion, 
maintaining that there was more pain and suffering if there was no stun. There was also 
the EU Dialrel report and project, which was conducted in 2009 and looked at the 
neurological behaviour of animals once they are slaughtered. That report, too, reached a 
similar conclusion, as my hon. Friend the Member for Tiverton and Honiton said, and 
more recently there has been research in New Zealand, which reached the same 
conclusion. …  
It is important to make that point, because although the Prime Minister has made it 
absolutely clear that we have no intention of banning religious slaughter, we must 
understand the basis on which that is done. It is not that we believe the welfare issues 
are any different between the two types of slaughter, nor that we believe shechita is a 
more welfare-friendly method of slaughter, but because we respect the rights of religious 
communities. …  
I can confirm that the Food Standards Agency has reviewed the way that it approaches 
mis-stunning. Previously, it only reported critical breaches that were observed by the 
official veterinarians in the slaughterhouse. We always accepted that that would not pick 
up every single mis-stun. Following representations that have been made, which is proof 
that this Parliament works when people ask questions of Ministers, I can confirm that we 
looked at this issue again and in future the FSA intends basically to monitor and record 
all breaches, whether or not they were critical. …  
The important thing to understand is that just because there is a mis-stun, that does not 
necessarily mean that the welfare outcome for the animal was dire. On occasions, and 
this usually happens with bovine animals, what a mis-stun means is that the first shot 
taken by the captive bolt did not quite achieve the intended task, and within seconds—
almost literally—a second bolt is fired, which finishes the job. So it is wrong to equate 
mis-stunning with dire outcomes …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141104/halltext/141104
h0001.htm#14110438000001  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Statement and Questions 

Hate Crime Awareness Week and Future Delivery 
Lesley Griffiths: … Recent published figures show that 1,877 hate crimes were 
recorded by police forces in Wales from 2013 to 2014, an increase of 6% compared with 
the previous year, with an increase in reporting across all five protected characteristics. 
Crown Prosecution Service statistics also show an increase in prosecutions and 
successful convictions in Wales for the same period. An increase in reporting is 
welcome, as we know from research that people are reluctant to report. Therefore, I hope 
to see these figures increase further as a result of the implementation of the framework, 
with victims more confident to report hate crime. …  
I attended Cardiff United Synagogue to speak with community members, along with 
south Wales police and crime commissioner Alun Michael, and deputy police and crime 
commissioner Sophie Howe. There were real concerns raised around heightened 
tensions as a consequence of world events and a greater feeling of insecurity. Some 
Jewish community members said they felt afraid to walk in public with their skull caps on 
and would hide their identity to avoid any prejudice.  There  are  also  clearly  heightened  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141104/halltext/141104h0001.htm#14110438000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141104/halltext/141104h0001.htm#14110438000001
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safety concerns in our Muslim communities, and we know from the work of the 
organisation Tell MAMA, which works with Muslim communities, that there is an increase 
in Islamophobia. … 
Cyber hate and bullying have a devastating impact, and this is a form of abuse from 
which there seems no escape. … We will continue to work to tackle these issues across 
Wales. A new Welsh Government anti-bullying leadership group will be launched in 
November, jointly chaired by officials from the Fairer Futures Division and the 
Department for Education and Skills. Monitoring delivery of the framework for action is 
essential. I am chairing a new independent advisory group, which met for the first time on 
16 October. This consists of organisations representing communities across all of the 
protected characteristics, who will engage with grass-roots communities to provide 
feedback on the impact of the framework. … 

 

16.08  Mohammad Asghar: … May I ask the Minister what plans she has to raise public 
awareness about what constitutes a hate crime and to encourage reporting of incidents 
by the victims? A recent survey revealed that 56% of victims did not report hate crimes 
because they either regarded the incident as too trivial, or they did not believe that the 
police could do anything about it. …  
You went to a synagogue, but do not forget that the Muslim community in Wales are 
fourth and fifth generation, and there are still hate crime incidents against their senior 
citizens and at the mosque, when some dirty animals’ heads are thrown in certain places, 
and there is abuse when people come out from prayer.  

 

16.12  Lesley Griffiths: … I did not just visit a synagogue; I did several visits. … some 
people do not recognise what they are being subjected to as hate crime. I think that that 
is a very important point, and the reason we wanted the awareness week was to show 
people that nothing is too trivial if you think that you are a victim of hate crime. … if you 
are going to report that you are the victim of hate crime, you want to be taken seriously. I 
think that it is incredibly important that the police deal with that. 
I mentioned that I had visited the synagogue with the police and crime commissioner 
from Cardiff and the deputy police and crime commissioner—sorry, from south Wales. 
There were several police officers in attendance, and they heard what those people at 
the synagogue, the Jewish community, were telling them. I think that they absolutely took 
that on board. …  
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2758&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#176580  
 

TOP 
 

 

 

Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-11373 Jamie McGrigor: Tribute to Sir Nicholas Winton, the British Schindler—
That the Parliament welcomes the recent award to Sir Nicholas Winton, a 105-year-old 
British citizen, of the Order of the White Lion, the highest state honour of the Czech 
Republic; notes that the award was presented to Sir Nicholas by the Czech President, 
Miloš Zeman, at a ceremony held in Prague Castle; further notes that the award was 
granted in honour of Sir Nicholas’s actions in helping 669 children, mostly Jews, escape 
from the Nazis in 1938-39 following the Nazi occupation of the Sudetenland and 
Czechoslovakia by arranging for them to be transported to the UK where they were 
placed with foster families; is aware that Sir Nicholas’s kindertransports earned him the 
name, the British Schindler; notes that Sir Nicholas paid tribute to the UK for allowing 
unaccompanied   children   to  come   here   through   kindertransports,  one  of  the  only  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2758&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#176580
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2758&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#176580


 7 

 

countries to do so at the time, and believes that Sir Nicholas, through his humanity and 
modesty, is fully deserving of the Order of the White Lion and remains an example to 
people of all generations to follow. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-11373&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Lord Ahmed [HL2370] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what further steps they are 
taking to recognise Palestine as a state after the recent debate in the House of 
Commons. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK’s position on Palestinian recognition has 
not changed and is clear: we reserve the right to recognise a Palestinian state at a 
time of our choosing and when it will best help bring about peace. The UK is a 
longstanding supporter of seeing a sovereign, democratic and viable Palestinian 
State living side by side in peace and security with Israel, and continues to be one 
of the largest donors to Palestinian state building efforts to that end. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-23/HL2370/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

George Galloway (456) Closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque – That this House condemns the 
closure of Haram al-Sharif and the al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem by Israeli authorities in 
yet another attack on Palestinians and Arabs; considers this action to be totally 
unjustified and highly provocative; believes that the move has nothing to do with security 
but amounts to further persecution of Palestinians and Arabs wishing to pray at the holy 
site; notes that Israel continues to press ahead with its illegal settlement programme and 
will build 1,000 Jewish-only housing units in occupied East Jerusalem, in flagrant breach 
of United Nations' resolutions and criticism by its biggest supporter and contributor, the 
US; is convinced that these actions clearly demonstrate that Israel has no interest in a 
peaceful and negotiated settlement; and urges the Government to protest in the 
strongest terms to its counterpart in Israel and to convey its support to the Palestinian 
authorities. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/456  
 
George Galloway (457) Sodastream Factory Move – That this House congratulates the 
boycott, divestment and sanctions movement and Oxfam whose pressure has led to the 
Israeli-owned SodaStream soft drinks company's decision to move its factory from the 
occupied West Bank; recalls that the actress Scarlet Johansson severed her links with 
Oxfam after being expensively hired by SodaStream; notes that the factory move comes 
after retailers across Europe and North America dropped the company's brands and that 
as a result its share price tumbled; and believes that the boycott movement's widespread 
support is forcing companies and governments to take positive action against Israel. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/457  
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-11373&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-11373&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-23/HL2370/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-23/HL2370/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/456
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/457
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European Union 

Statement by High Representative Federica Mogherini on the latest Israeli 
announcement on settlements 
The approval of the construction of 500 new housing units in the East Jerusalem 
neighbourhood of Ramat Shlomo decided by the Israeli Interior Ministry's District 
Committee for Planning and Construction in Jerusalem risks to jeopardize the on-going 
efforts to resume a diplomatic process. The international community, starting from the 
EU, is engaged in providing assistance for the rehabilitation of Gaza and help the parties 
to restart a peace process, but this decision represents yet another highly detrimental 
step which undermines the prospects for a two-state solution and seriously calls into 
question Israel's commitment to a peaceful negotiated settlement with the Palestinians. 
Since the pleas by the EU, by its Member States and by many other members of the 
international community on the issue of Israeli settlements have remained unheard, I call 
on the Israeli authorities to reverse it and put an end to its settlement policy in East 
Jerusalem and in the West Bank." 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2014/141105_01_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

After 65 years, plight of Palestine refugees must be fully addressed, UN agency 
chief says 
… Pierre Krähenbühl, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestinian Refugees in the Near East, emphasized that … “To neglect the plight of 
Palestinian refugees is a risk that the world cannot take, the more so because, 
notwithstanding the importance of UNRWA to the refugees themselves, the agency’s 
programmes bring a much-needed measure of stability to a profoundly insecure region,” 
he to the Assembly’s main body dealing with Palestinian refugees and human rights 
(Forth Committee), among other subjects. 
“Historically, UN resolutions on Palestine have never been short of language suggesting 
the temporary nature of the situation of Palestine refugees,” he said, noting General 
Assembly Resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 1948, which stressed that “constructive 
measures should be undertaken at an early date with a view to the termination of 
international assistance for relief.” “We are still waiting, 65 years later, for these 
‘constructive measures’ to come to fruition,”  …  
“Nowhere in the world does the provision of humanitarian assistance alone make up for 
the denial of dignity and human rights, the opportunity of a job to provide for family 
members and to live in freedom and self-sufficiency,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49251#.VFo5BvSUeRM  
 
Middle East: backed by UN-supported plan, Gaza reconstruction effort moves 
forward 
… According to a statement released today by the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle 
East Peace Process, Robert Serry, some 700 beneficiaries are finally able to purchase 
“much needed” construction material in order to start the rehabilitation of their homes 
after the recent 51-day conflict saw entire neighbourhoods flattened and almost one-third 
of Gaza's population uprooted. 
“The United Nations continues to mobilize every effort to ensure this mechanism works 
for the benefit of Palestinians in Gaza and at a scale that will address Gaza’s massive 
reconstruction needs,” Mr. Serry said, referring to the UN-brokered temporary initiative 
agreed between the Palestinian and Israeli sides with the overall objective of enabling 
construction and reconstruction work at the large scale now required in the Gaza Strip. 
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2014/141105_01_en.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49251#.VFo5BvSUeRM
http://www.unsco.org/Default.asp
http://www.unsco.org/Default.asp
http://www.unsco.org/Gaza%20Reconstruction%20Mechanism%20Fact%20Sheet%209%20October%202014.pdf
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He added that it was “essential” for the implementation of the mechanism, administered 
by the Palestinian Government of National Consensus, to be “urgently accelerated” in 
order to reach some 60,000 shelters in need of repair involving the use of cement or 
other “dual-use materials” as the winter season fast approaches. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49249#.VFo5BfSUeRM  
 
 

Amnesty International 

Families under the Rubble: Israeli Attacks on Inhabited Homes 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/032/2014/en/613926df-68c4-47bb-b587-
00975f014e4b/mde150322014en.pdf  
 
 

STUC Women’s Conference 

The following motion was passed unanimously 
27. Gaza  
That this Conference notes that, since the launch of Israel’s military offensive on 8 July 
and 11 August 2014, approximately 1900 people in Gaza have been killed, the UN 
estimating 85% of these to be civilians, 400 of them children, one as young as 10 days 
old. Hundreds more have been injured. Half a million people have been displaced from 
their homes, while up to 1.5 million have no access to water, sanitation or medical care. 
Clearly the extent of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza requires urgent action.  
“Conference, therefore, deplores:  

 the bombardment and continuing siege of Gaza;  

 the bombing of schools and hospitals in violation of international law; and  

 the huge loss of civilian life, particularly those of women, children and families.  
We welcome the Scottish Government’s statement of August 2014, calling for an 
immediate arms embargo on Israel and an investigation into whether UK arms have been 
used in the recent conflict.  
In addition, Conference calls upon the STUC Women’s Committee to act on STUC policy 
with regard to a boycott, divestment and sanctions position on Israel, which we believe is 
both necessary and urgent, and to campaign on this issue.  
Finally, we call for genuine efforts by all parties involved towards a lasting, peaceful and 
just resolution to the conflict. 
Mover: Educational Institute of Scotland  
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Womens%20page/2014/2014%20WC%20Preliminary%20Ag
enda.pdf (p28) 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Hate Speech Watch 

Antisemitism? not on my internet 
… In November we invite you to report antisemitic hate speech to the Hate Speech 
Watch. Report any online content (on social media, websites, news sites, comments etc) 
that expresses hate speech against Jewish people just for their identity, content that 
spreads fascistic ideas, or content that denies holocaust itself. The Movement is inviting 
you to express zero tolerance towards antisemitic hate speech and recommends that you  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49249#.VFo5BfSUeRM
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/032/2014/en/613926df-68c4-47bb-b587-00975f014e4b/mde150322014en.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/032/2014/en/613926df-68c4-47bb-b587-00975f014e4b/mde150322014en.pdf
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Womens%20page/2014/2014%20WC%20Preliminary%20Agenda.pdf
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Womens%20page/2014/2014%20WC%20Preliminary%20Agenda.pdf
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speak up against antisemitism immediately when and where you read it. Ignorance can 
be interpreted as silent agreement, so it is very important that we counterargue in the 
moment it appears so other readers will see that it is not acceptable. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/hate-speech-watch/focus/antisemitism-not-on-
my-internet 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 2014 
(closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 
2014) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 

TOP 
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