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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Faith Schools 
Nigel Evans: What steps she is taking to ensure that parents wishing to send their 
children to faith schools can do so. [905647] 

The Secretary of State for Education (Nicky Morgan): Faith schools play an 
important role in our education system and I firmly support them. All parents can 
express a preference for a place at any state-funded school, including faith 
schools, with a minimum of three preferences in rank order. Where a school 
receives more applications than it has places available, those places must be 
allocated in accordance with its published admission arrangements. In 2014, 
86.5% of parents secured a place at their first-preference school. 

Mr Evans: I welcome that response, but parents with youngsters who happen to live in 
Clitheroe and want to send them to a Catholic school have to pass a non-faith-based 
comprehensive on the way. Therefore, the local authority will not give them any 
assistance whatever with school transport. This is a hideous form of discrimination that 
ends up giving parents a huge bill at the end of the year, particularly those with two or 
three youngsters. What can be done to make the choice more effective without 
clobbering parents? 

Nicky Morgan: … Although local authorities must have regard to parents’ wishes 
to have their children educated in a school based on religion or belief, there is no 
statutory duty to require them to provide free transport to that school; rather, they 
must provide free transport for pupils to attend the nearest suitable school beyond 
the statutory walking distance. “Suitable” in this context means providing 
education appropriate to age and, where relevant, any special educational needs 
a child may have. I understand the frustrations of many parents and will perhaps 
look at this again. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141027/debtext/14102
7-0001.htm#14102711000026 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following three questions all received the same answer: 
Voluntary Work: Religion 

Lyn  Brown  [207108]   To  ask  the   Secretary  of  State  for   Communities  and   Local  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141027/debtext/141027-0001.htm#14102711000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141027/debtext/141027-0001.htm#14102711000026
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Government, if he will publish an assessment of the progress of his Department's 
Together in Service scheme. 
Lyn Brown [207117] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what assessment he has made of regional variations in participation in his 
Department's Together in Service scheme. 
Lyn Brown [208021] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what budget his Department has allocated to its Together in Service 
scheme. 

Stephen Williams: Twenty-five projects have been approved so far, in Barking 
and Dagenham, Birmingham, Bradford, Brent, Cambridge, Cornwall (mainly 
Truro), Coventry, Croydon, Ealing, Enfield, Epping Forest, Leicester, Lambeth, 
Liverpool, Newcastle, Newham, Nottingham, Portsmouth, Redbridge, Sheffield 
and Southampton. In addition, two projects cover activity in more than one 
geographic location. 
A total of £74,000 has been allocated to these projects. 18 projects, totalling 
£42,000, are awaiting financial approval from the Department. In addition, there 
are further projects in the pipeline. 
Faith Action, the body contracted to run the Together in Service programme, will 
publish a full assessment after the scheme comes to an end on 31 March 2015. 
By the end of the programme, my Department will have allocated £200,000 in 
match-funding for Together in Service projects. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207108/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207117/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-03/208021/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Gareth Thomas [211484] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent estimate he has made of the number of (a) deaths and (b) serious 
injuries sustained as a result of conflict in Israel and Gaza in the last 12 months; and if he 
will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: Since January 2014, we estimate that in Gaza over 1,475 
Palestinians have been killed and over 5,000 injured. We have not made any 
estimates of how many Israelis have been killed or injured in the same period, but 
during the recent Gaza crisis six Israeli civilians were killed (including one child). 
On 22 October, a three month old child was killed, while seven others were 
injured when a Palestinian drove his car into a light rail stop in East Jerusalem. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-22/211484/  
 

Middle East 
Gareth Thomas [211485] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs,  what  reports he has  received  on the  (a) recent  incidence of rocket  attacks on  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207108/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207108/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207117/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207117/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-03/208021/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-03/208021/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-22/211484/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-22/211484/
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Israel and (b) present level of threat of such attacks; and if he will make a statement. 
Tobias Ellwood: We have not received any reports of recent incidences of rocket 
attacks on Israel and we believe that the present level of threat of such attacks is 
low to moderate. We are aware of recent false alarms of rocket fire into Israel. We 
amended our travel advice for Israel on 2 September, to remove advice against all 
travel to areas of Israel within a 40km range of the Israeli border with Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-22/211485/  
 

Israel Defence Forces 
Chi Onwurah [209806] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what military training 
the UK armed forces have (a) received from and (b) provided to the Israeli Defence 
Force in each of the last five years; and if he will make a statement. 

Mark Francois: Israel is an important strategic partner of the UK and, as part of 
that relationship, the Ministry of Defence has an ongoing and wide ranging 
dialogue with the Israeli Defence Force and Israeli Ministry of Defence, including 
in the field of training. This engagement is in line with Her Majesty's Government 
policy of supporting the Middle East peace process by having a balanced 
relationship with the Israelis and the Palestinians. Engagement activity is spread 
throughout the Services so this information is not held in the requested format. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209806/  
 
 

UK Trade and Investment 

Guidance: Exporting to the Palestinian Territories 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exporting-to-the-palestinian-
territories/exporting-to-the-palestinian-territories  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date extended to 31 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-
survey?wssl=1 
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2014) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en  
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