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Israel 

Council of Europe 

Three nominees for the Václav Havel Human Rights Prize 2014 
B'Tselem Israeli Information Center for Human Rights (Israel), the Jesuit Refugee 
Service (Malta) and Anar Mammadli (Azerbaijan) are the three candidates shortlisted … 
for the Václav Havel Human Rights Prize 2014. …  
B'Tselem is the leading Israeli organisation with both Israeli and Palestinian members 
promoting human rights in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip. It has 
endeavoured to document and educate the public and policymakers about all human 
rights violations, irrespective of who has committed them. B'Tselem sends hundreds of 
cases to the military and civil authorities demanding criminal investigations, monitoring all 
stages of the investigation and submitting legal appeals where possible. Each year it 
takes testimonies from victims and eye-witnesses of human rights violations. Recently it 
has pioneered an innovative video strategy, distributing video cameras in high conflict 
areas and training volunteers to use them to document incidents of violence.  
The Jesuit Refugee Service Malta is the Maltese branch of the global Jesuit Refugee 
Service … 
Anar Mammadli is a prominent Azerbaijani human rights defender who has made an 
extensive contribution towards defending the right to free elections. … 
The overall Prizewinner will be announced … [on] 29 September 2014… 
To read the full press release see 
 https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2227319&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&
BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE  
 
 

United Nations 

UN rights expert seeks access to Israel, occupied Palestinian territories for 
assessment mission 
An independent United Nations expert has requested access to Israel and the occupied 
Palestinian territory to gather first-hand information on the impact of current hostilities on 
the human rights situation. 
“As a newly appointed Special Rapporteur, it is my priority to see with my own eyes the 
situation on the ground, to listen and to speak face-to-face with victims and witnesses, 
and to discuss issues of concern with officials on both sides,” Makarim Wibisono said in 
a news release. 
 

http://www.google.cz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.btselem.org%2F&ei=3XT8U8uDGqr74QSK14HQDA&usg=AFQjCNGebf4JOgcRbierrn4GkKiAAnj1Yw&sig2=g19YoWuvmqzj84horPFTRg&bvm=bv.73612305,d.bGE&cad=rja
http://www.google.cz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jrsmalta.org%2F&ei=D3X8U6zcMoPh4QTpmICQDA&usg=AFQjCNECz_fHi8oUbGiGLTLOzhZewuW1Rg&sig2=REgxJSLy4WxTKvTVmHSsWQ&bvm=bv.73612305,d.bGE&cad=rja
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anar_Mammadli
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2227319&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2227319&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14964&LangID=E
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Mr. Wibisono is tasked by the Geneva-UN Human Rights Council with monitoring and 
reporting on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 
1967. The last visit of a Special Rapporteur with this mandate to Israel and the occupied 
Palestinian territory was in 2007. Access was then granted by Israel, but no meetings 
with Israeli officials were held. … 
The Rapporteur voiced dismay at the renewed escalation of hostilities, and urged leaders 
to take “bold and courageous steps to immediately bring this senseless violence to a halt, 
particularly in light of the exceedingly high loss of life.” … 
“Lifting the seven-year old blockade on Gaza is an essential step towards ending this 
perpetual crisis and allowing the people of Gaza to rebuild their lives,” he added. 
“I call on all parties to return to the negotiating table. Only by putting international human 
rights and humanitarian law at the heart of the talks will the cycle of violence and 
destruction be brought to an end.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48560#.U_y1J7ySwbc  
 
UN Rights Council appoints final member on panel to investigate purported Gaza 
violations 
The United Nations Human Rights Council announced today the appointment of the last 
of three members of its probe to investigate purported violations of international 
humanitarian and human rights laws in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and particularly in the Gaza Strip since the conflict began on 13 June. 
In a statement released today, the Council’s President, Ambassador Baudelaire Ndong 
Ella (Gabon), announced that Mary McGowan Davis (United States) will join William 
Schabas (Canada) and Doudou Diène (Senegal) whose appointments were announced 
on 11 August. The previously appointed Amal Alamuddin (United Kingdom) was unable 
to serve due to prior commitments. 
Ms. Davis is from the United States and has served as a Justice for the State of New 
York and as a federal prosecutor during the course of a 24-year career. She also has 
extensive experience in the fields of international human rights law and has served as 
Chair on a UN Committee tasked with following up on the findings of the Gaza conflict 
that occurred between December 2008 and January 2009. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48557#.U_y1MLySwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48560#.U_y1J7ySwbc
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48557#.U_y1MLySwbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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