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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Oral Answer 

British Veterinary Association (Meetings) 
Alex Johnstone: Has the cabinet secretary or his officials had specific talks 
regarding concerns about ritual slaughter? As a result, does he intend to bring forward 
any proposals to include labelling information on Scottish meat on whether stunning took 
place prior to slaughter? 

The Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment (Richard 
Lochhead):  We have been looking at the issue in recent weeks and months. 
The religious slaughter of animals for food is a difficult, sensitive and complex 
issue. We must be very careful with regard to any debate about labelling and take 
on board the view of Scotland’s faith communities. 
It is widely accepted that animals should be stunned before slaughter to properly 
safeguard their welfare, but we must recognise the importance that Jewish and 
Muslim communities in particular attach to being supplied with meat from animals 
that are slaughtered in accordance with their religious beliefs. 
I understand that the European Union is contemplating looking at the issue, and I 
will ensure that Scotland has a voice in those discussions. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9496&mode=htm
l#iob_85314  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Gaza: UN says over 370,000 Palestinian children in need of 'psycho-social first aid' 
The top UNICEF field officer in Gaza reported today that at least nine more Palestinian 
children have been killed there in the last 48 hours, bringing the total to 469 since early 
July, saying that there is not a single family in the tiny enclave that has not been touched 
by the current violence. 
“The impact is has truly been vast, both at a very physical level, in terms of casualties, 
injuries, the infrastructure that's been damaged, but also importantly, emotionally and 
psychologically in terms of the destabilizing impact that not knowing, not truly  feeling like  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9496&mode=html#iob_85314
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9496&mode=html#iob_85314
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there is anywhere safe place to go in Gaza,” Pernilla Ironside, Chief of the UN Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) Gaza field office told a press conference … 
“There isn't a single family in Gaza who hasn't experienced personally death, injury, the 
loss of their home, extensive damage, displacement,” she said. 
UNICEF has 50 psychologists and counsellors in Gaza reaching out to children directly 
impacted by loss. They have reached 3,000, but the needs are “staggering” as parents 
are also in a state of trauma, Ms. Ironside said, noting that today 373,000 Palestinian 
children need “immediate psycho-social first aid.” 
Another priority for UNICEF in Gaza is a “massive back-to-school campaign”, as August 
24 is the start date for children to go back to school. 
Ms. Ironside outlined a few of the myriad challenges – from dealing with the severe 
school shortages as a result of damage or because they are being used as shelters, to 
equipping affected teachers with coping skills to be able to provide nurturing environment 
for traumatized children. 
As an illustration of the magnitude of damaged caused, she said it could take 18 years to 
rebuild the 17,000 housing units damaged during the current conflict. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48532#.U_c_QrySwbc  
 
Amid fresh violence in Gaza, Ban urges parties to reach ‘immediate understanding’ 
on durable ceasefire 
As renewed violence signalled the end of the latest Gaza ceasefire, United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed grave disappointment at the return to 
hostilities and urged the parties to “reach an immediate understanding on a durable 
ceasefire which also addresses the underlying issues.” In a statement issued yesterday 
by his spokesperson in New York, the Secretary-General strongly condemned the breach 
of the Egyptian-brokered humanitarian ceasefire  …  
“The hopes of the people in Gaza for a better future and the hopes of the people in Israel 
for sustainable security rest on the talks in Cairo,” the UN chief said, calling on the 
delegations to live up to that expectation. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48525#.U_c_ZbySwbc  
 
Amid unprecedented destruction, Gaza needs ‘new deal’-style recovery plan – UN 
official 
… “On World Humanitarian Day, let us put politics aside and focus on the human impact, 
on the utmost urgency of delivering a new deal for all those affected by the Gaza 
conflict,” said Pierre Krähenbühl, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. …  
“We need to rethink the Gaza paradigm that has seen thousands of civilians killed and 
injured and wreaked so much destruction, in a pattern of violence that erupts every two 
or three years.” Mr. Krähenbühl also reiterated his call for respect of international law and 
lasting peace in the region. 
“Gaza must have its freedom; freedom of access, freedom of movement, freedom to 
import and export, freedom from aid dependency.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48519#.U_SvT7ySwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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