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Israel 

Downing Street 

PM call with President Obama 
… On Gaza, both expressed serious concern at the return to hostilities. They noted that 
Hamas had started firing rockets into Israel once again and condemned that they are 
launching these from deep within civilian neighbourhoods, putting innocent people at risk. 
They agreed that Israel has a right to defend itself but it should do so in a way that 
exercises restraint and Israeli forces must take utmost care to avoid civilian casualties. 
Both agreed that the priority must be to re-establish a ceasefire that paves the way for 
negotiations on a more lasting peace that allows both Israelis and Palestinians to live in 
safety alongside one another. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-president-obama--2  
 
UK to send NHS medics to help those injured by Gaza crisis 
The UK, which has already contributed over £17 million to help those affected by the 
conflict in Gaza, has activated its International Emergency Trauma Register to deploy a 
world class team of NHS staff directly to the region within the next 48 hours to help treat 
hundreds of those affected by the crisis. 
Announcing the package, Prime Minister David Cameron said: The conflict in Gaza has 
taken a terrible toll. The UK has been at the forefront of humanitarian efforts to help 
those affected and it is right that we see what more we can do. … 
They will initially be based with Medical Aid for Palestinians at Al Mokassed hospital, East 
Jerusalem. Once access to Gaza becomes possible, UK medics will then move there, 
with UK charities UK Med, Save the Children and Medical Action for Palestine facilitating 
this operation. The medics will co-ordinate with local health authorities, charities, the UN 
and Red Crescent, and other international medical teams. Medics will also explore 
whether there is need for them to assist elsewhere in the region. 
Although the team’s primary objective will be to treat people in the region … we are 
considering how we can best support those vulnerable people, especially children in 
need of highly complex treatment that is unavailable in the region including with specialist 
capabilities in the UK. …  
To read the full press release see  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-to-send-nhs-medics-to-help-those-injured-by-
gaza-crisis  
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Joint statement on the resumption of hostilities in the Gaza strip issued by Philip 
Hammond, Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom, Laurent Fabius, Foreign 
Minister of France and Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Foreign Minister of Germany 
We are very concerned by the resumption of hostilities in the Gaza strip. 
We call upon all parties immediately to return to a cease-fire. We fully support the 
ongoing efforts by Egypt to this end. 
All parties should take immediate practical steps to address the urgent humanitarian 
needs including to facilitate full humanitarian access. 
We are ready to support the establishment of a sustainable ceasefire and have already 
made proposals to this end. We will work further with all our partners on this issue. To be 
sustainable, a ceasefire must envisage steps to address both Israeli security concerns 
and Palestinian requirements regarding the lifting of restrictions on Gaza. 
The final objective must be to see a return to talks on a negotiated two-state solution, 
which remains the only way to resolve the conflict and end the human suffering it causes 
once and for all. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-on-the-resumption-of-hostilities-in-
the-gaza-strip  
 
 

United Nations 

Gaza: as hostilities resume, Ban urges ‘swift’ return to ceasefire, negotiations 
… “The Secretary-General expresses his deep disappointment that the parties were 
unable to agree to an extension of the ceasefire in their talks in Cairo,” said a statement 
… Media reports suggest that Palestinian militants in Gaza refused to extend a ceasefire 
that has held for the past three days and resumed rocket fire into Israel. As a result 
Israeli air strikes on the enclave reportedly began earlier this morning. 
“[The Secretary-General] condemns the renewed rocket fire towards Israel. More 
suffering and death of civilians caught up in this conflict is intolerable,” said the statement 
from the UN chief’s spokesperson. … 
During the pause, rescue teams were able to retrieved additional bodies, bringing the 
cumulative death toll of Palestinians to 1,922, of whom 1,407 are believed to be civilians 
and 448 of those were identified as children. More than 9,500 people have been injured. 
OCHA’s latest situation report also states that 67 Israelis have been killed in the month-
long conflict, including 64 soldiers, and three civilians, including one foreign national. 
The number of people displaced by the violence remains fluid; as of last night, nearly 
200,000 people were sheltering in 119 UN Relief and Works Agency and government 
schools (166,000 of them in 90 UNRWA shelters). … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48443#.U-e2HICSwbc  
 
 

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Situation Report: Occupied Palestinian Territory: Gaza Emergency 
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_sitrep_08_08_2014.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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