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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary discusses Gaza crisis with Israeli Foreign and Justice Ministers 
Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond spoke to Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman 
and Israeli Justice Minister Tzipi Livni today. Commenting after the calls, the Foreign 
Secretary said: 
… I reiterated the UK’s position on the need for an immediate and unconditional 
humanitarian ceasefire, for every effort to be made to prevent further civilian casualties. 
Hamas must also cease the firing of rockets at Israeli communities and endangering the 
lives of the Israeli population. 
I welcome indications that Israeli forces may begin to withdraw from Gaza within the next 
few days. … 
In order to be sustainable, any ceasefire agreement needs to show a clear path to real 
change in Gaza for the future if we are to avoid future conflict and improve life for 
ordinary Gazans as well as address Israel’s legitimate security needs. … 
I am appalled at reports of further civilian casualties in the vicinity of a UN-run school 
housing Palestinians displaced by the Gaza conflict in Rafah this morning. The facts are 
not yet clear, but it is tragic that there are further losses of life in a place which is being 
used as a shelter.  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-discusses-gaza-crisis-with-israeli-
foreign-and-justice-ministers  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Network Against Racism 

Worrying escalation of anti-Semitic acts around Gaza conflict 
Protests against the Gaza conflict invoking “death to the Jews” have hit the streets of 
several European cities, especially in France and Belgium, while online anti-Semitic hate 
speech, especially on social media, is exploding across Europe. 
In Britain, around 100 anti-Semitic incidents were recorded in July, double the usual 
number, whereas in the Netherlands, there has  been a spike in  anti-Semitic hate on  the  
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Internet, with reports of 400 expressions of anti-Semitism in the last two weeks, mainly on 
social media. In Germany, anti-Israel protesters were prevented from attacking a 
synagogue in Berlin, and molotov cocktails were thrown at a synagogue in Wuppertal. 
Anti-Semitic graffiti and flyers are appearing on walls and in shops in many cities across 
Europe. In Liege, Belgium, a café owner put up a sign stating that dogs were welcome, 
but Jews were not allowed. 
This situation is provoking a climate of fear among Jewish communities in Europe. Many 
are renouncing their visibility in public spaces for fear of retaliation. Jewish organisations 
and representatives – including the most progressive – are receiving threats and are 
under police protection. 
ENAR Chair Sarah Isal said: “This spike in anti-Semitism across Europe is simply 
unacceptable. A fight for justice – in this case support for the Palestinian cause – is 
entirely legitimate but cannot succeed by perpetrating racist acts and denying the rights 
to security and protection of European Jews.” 
People have the right to express their opinions and their dissent publicly. However, this 
should under no circumstances give way to racial hatred towards communities that are 
linked to countries whose policies are in breach of the fundamental rights of other 
populations. 
We call on public authorities across Europe to take steps to prevent acts of hatred 
towards Jewish communities. They should also show similar willingness to act when 
other communities are the targets of violence and hatred. Hatred is hatred, wherever it 
comes from and whatever its shape. 
http://www.enar-eu.org/Worrying-escalation-of-anti 
 
 

United Nations 

Ban deplores recent upsurge in anti-Semitic incidents since start of Gaza conflict 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has deplored the recent upsurge in anti-
Semitic attacks, particularly in Europe, in connection with protests concerning the 
escalation of violence in Gaza. 
“The Secretary-General emphasizes that the conflict in the Middle East must not 
constitute a pretext for prejudice that could affect social peace and harmony anywhere,” 
said a statement issued late yesterday evening by Mr. Ban's spokesperson in New York. 
According to media reports, since the start nearly a month ago of the Gaza conflict, 
demonstrations against the violence in several European countries and elsewhere have 
sparked anti-Semitic attacks, hate speech and, in some instances, even violence. 
“He firmly believes that the conflict needs to be solved through an immediate cessation of 
violence and negotiations,” said the Secretary-General in his statement. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48400#.U9-WFYCSwbc  
 
 

Charity Commission 

Twelve new inquiry reports published 
The Charity Commission has today published inquiry reports into 12 of the charities that 
were under investigation as a result of double defaulting on their annual accounts and 
returns. The charities reported on [include]: 

 Chevras Machzikei Mesifta (1104022) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/628537/chevras_machzikei_mesifta.pdf  

 Vyoel Moshe Charitable Trust (327054) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/628582/vyoel_moshe_charitable_trust.pdf  
 
 
 

http://www.enar-eu.org/Worrying-escalation-of-anti
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7907
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48400#.U9-WFYCSwbc
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/628537/chevras_machzikei_mesifta.pdf
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/628582/vyoel_moshe_charitable_trust.pdf


 3

 

 Beis Aharon Trust Ltd (1010420) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/628492/beis_aharon_trust_ltd.pdf  

 Bfon Trust (1112466) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/628510/bfon_trust.pdf  

The Commission concluded that the charities' trustees were in default of their legal 
obligations to file accounting information with the Commission and this was 
mismanagement and misconduct in the administration of the charity and a breach of 
trustees' legal duties. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/news/twelve-new-inquiry-reports-published/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
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Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf  
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