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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Anti-Semitism 
Lord Leigh of Hurley: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, following the reported rise in 
anti-Semitic actions across Europe in recent days, what action they are taking to avert 
such actions in the United Kingdom. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon): My Lords, the 
Government are deeply concerned about the rise in anti-Semitism across Europe. 
We work closely with the Community Security Trust, the police and the Home 
Office to tackle anti-Semitic incidents that have no place—absolutely no place—in 
our communities. My department hosts the anti-Semitism working group, which 
brings together community representatives and officials from across government 
to ensure a co-ordinated response to anti-Semitism whether at home, abroad or 
indeed, online. 

Lord Leigh of Hurley: … Like all Members of the House, he will be aware of the ongoing 
conflict in Gaza and the terrible loss of life as a result. Does my noble friend agree that it 
is unacceptable that many opt to use this conflict, instigated by Israel’s need to protect its 
citizens from lethal rockets, as a pretext for anti-Semitic prejudice, sometimes through 
the veneer of anti-Zionism by placards and rants in our own high streets, including the 
recent Mirror article which compared Gaza to a concentration camp? Many Jews in this 
country feel that their security is threatened and their safety prejudiced. Will my noble 
friend join me in supporting Muslins in the UK who condemn anti-Semitism wherever it 
may be found? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: On that final point, as a Muslim in this country—a 
proud Muslim who is proud of his country—I totally condemn anti-Semitism 
wherever it is found in its ugly guises. I am sure that I speak for all Members of 
this House, irrespective of faith or belief. As a Government we are, of course, 
deeply concerned about the continuing violence in Gaza and Israel, and we have 
called repeatedly on both sides to de-escalate and work towards a lasting peace. 
The Israeli people have a right to live without constant fear for their security, but, 
equally, Gazans also have a right to live with dignity and peace, and we are 
deeply concerned by the deteriorating humanitarian situation in Gaza. It is for all 
communities, certainly in the UK, to work together, and we are doing so, in 
countering extremism in all its ugly guises, and in sending a clear message that 
such bigotry has no place in our country. 
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Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale: My Lords, given that vile anti-Semitic views have now 
appeared on placards and in chants on British streets, not least in London, will the 
Minister assure us that the Government are taking steps to protect intercommunal 
relations in our country? Is he assured that the Government are in touch with the 
leadership of both the Muslim and Jewish communities? Would he join me in welcoming 
a very helpful statement from the Muslim Council of Britain two weeks ago, the 
concluding words of which were: 
“We must not let conflicts abroad cause relations to break here in the UK. Jewish and 
Muslim communities have enjoyed good relations in the UK, and it is vital that is 
maintained”? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Again, I share the noble Baroness’s sentiments. It is 
important to look at our great country and see that over time people of different 
faiths have come to this country and have settled here. Different migrant 
communities have made this country their own and generation upon generation 
continue to respect each other, live with each other and build a prosperous nation 
together. I totally share the sentiment expressed by the noble Baroness, and the 
Government are working on the ground with people of all faiths and communities. 
We have invested £8.2 million in the Church Urban Fund’s Near Neighbours 
scheme; we have invested £1.8 million on the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust; 
and, more recently, noble Lords will know that we have also launched the 
Remembering Srebrenica campaign, which recalls the Srebrenica genocide that 
took place on European soil not so long ago. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, while fully associating myself with the Minister’s 
condemnation of anti-Semitism in all its forms, does he nevertheless accept that much 
anti-Semitism is a reaction to the appalling Israeli treatment of its Arab neighbours in 
Gaza, Jerusalem and on the West Bank? 
Noble Lords: No! 
Lord Wright of Richmond: Is not the best action that the Government can take to avert 
such activity to show not only that they deplore such actions as the constant growth of 
Israeli settlements and the disproportionate reaction of the Israel Defense Forces in 
Gaza but that they are prepared, with our European allies, to take effective steps to stop 
them? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Lords, when it comes to conflict in the Middle 
East, the UK has three clear objectives: first, to secure a ceasefire; secondly, to 
alleviate humanitarian suffering; and thirdly, and most important, to keep alive the 
prospects for peace negotiations—I am sure that all noble Lords adhere to that. 
They are the only hope of breaking the cycle of violence and devastation once 
and for all. I can assure the noble Lord that the UK is working closely with the US 
and European allies in encouraging both sides back to dialogue, supporting the 
Palestinian Authority and keeping pressure on Hamas and other extremists—and 
also, most importantly, alleviating the humanitarian consequences of this tragic 
conflict. 

Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: My Lords, I would like to bring this back to the original 
Question, if I may. At demonstrations in London, anti-Semitic and pro-Hezbollah banners 
and placards have been freely displayed, with slogans such as, “Hitler was right”. What 
steps are Her Majesty’s Government taking to ban the use of pro-terror and racist 
placards at such demonstrations? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government totally condemn the use of such 
placards. Comparisons between the conflict taking place and reviving memories 
of the tragedy and disgust we all had for the terrible events of the Holocaust have 
no place in the protests. I am sure that I speak for all Muslims—indeed, for all 
Palestinians and for all people with sensible thoughts about resolving this conflict. 
No religion, no faith and no community sanctions such disgusting behaviour; and 
that is what it is. Placards that invoke any kind of terror against any community 
have no place in our country. 

\ 
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Lord Winston: My Lords, as a grandfather of children at a Jewish school in London that 
has to be policed, can we hear the Minister’s reaction to the idea that anti-Semitism in 
Europe is a reaction to what is happening in Israel and Palestine—much as we regret 
that? Does he not agree with me that this would be rather like saying that the affairs in 
Syria would cause anti-Islamic feeling in this country? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I have already said—and I say again to the noble 
Lord—that irrespective of what is happening in the Middle East, there is no place 
for anti-Semitic behaviour, particularly when it is translated into action of a 
despicable kind against any community, including the Jewish community 
specifically. We have to be absolutely clear. Things happen around the world. As 
to what is happening in Israel and Gaza, we all deplore the loss of civilian life, the 
tragedy and the humanitarian crisis taking place on the ground. Let me be 
absolutely clear and perhaps put it into context as a Muslim. The Islamic faith is 
clear: in such situations you shall protect churches, cloisters, synagogues and all 
innocent life. That is the kind of message that needs to resonate, not just in this 
House but throughout the country. 

Baroness Deech: My Lords, does the Minister recall that a year ago, after the beheading 
of Lee Rigby, the Prime Minister rushed forward to say that Islam was a religion of peace 
and that Islamophobia must be prevented; and the police made arrests in relation to 
tweets and demonstrations. Unfortunately, politicians have been in the forefront of 
making this link between Gaza, anti-Semitism, Hitler and all the rest of it. Will the noble 
Lord remind the House that the politicians should take the lead in calming down feelings, 
and that the police should be encouraged to prosecute where appropriate? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I totally agree with sentiments expressed by the 
noble Baroness. I am sure that we all recognise that we live in a multireligious 
society, and it is entirely appropriate that the House takes this opportunity to wish 
the Muslim community a very happy Eid Mubarak. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140729-
0001.htm#14072930000253  
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House of Lords Oral Answers 

The question and answer session about antisemitism included in the section on 
“Home Affairs”, also bears on matters relating to Israel. 
 
 

Department for International Development 

Extra UK aid to get food into Gaza 
The UK is stepping up its humanitarian response to the Gaza crisis with an additional £3 
million for the World Food Programme’s emergency appeal to help deal with food 
shortages, Prime Minister David Cameron announced today. … This latest support from 
the UK brings to £10 million the amount released to help Gaza since the latest crisis 
began. 
International Development Secretary Justine Greening said: After more than 3 weeks of 
fighting, the death toll in Gaza is rising and more than 200,000 people, many of them 
children, have been displaced from their homes. We urgently need to stop the 
bloodshed: we continue to call for an unconditional and immediate humanitarian 
ceasefire to prevent any more needless suffering. …  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140729-0001.htm#14072930000253
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140729-0001.htm#14072930000253


 4

 

All sides must adhere to International Humanitarian Law, all feasible precautions must be 
taken to avoid harm to civilians, and all sides must allow aid agencies unimpeded access 
to get to those in desperate need. … 
To address the humanitarian needs in Gaza the UK government is pushing for better 
humanitarian access so that aid agencies can get supplies and personnel into and out of 
Gaza and a sustainable political solution, which must include the gradual lifting of the 
economic restrictions. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-uk-aid-to-get-food-into-gaza 
 
 

Scottish Government 

Funding for Gaza 
The Scottish Government is providing half a million pounds to help people affected by the 
crisis in Gaza, External Affairs Minister Humza Yousaf announced today. 
The funding, which will be routed through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
Gaza Flash Appeal, will help support the immediate needs of people in Gaza. 
Mr Yousaf also reiterated his backing for an immediate and unconditional ceasefire and 
called on the UK Government to take more urgent action with international partners to 
bring a cessation in violence. … 
Mr Yousaf said: “… Rocket attacks being fired by militants in Gaza is wrong, and must 
stop, however, the Israeli response has been heavily disproportionate as demonstrated 
by the unacceptable and mounting loss of civilian life. 
“There is also increasing evidence that the humanitarian situation is continuing to 
deteriorate and that is why the Scottish Government is providing £500,000 funding to 
help the United Nations provide the water, food shelter and medical assistance people in 
Gaza need. 
“The Prime Minister has described Gaza as “an open air prison”. He and the international 
community must do more in order to stop any further loss of innocent lives. There must 
be an immediate lifting of the blockade and siege of Gaza which is tantamount to 
collective punishment. …  
Mr Yousaf has written to both the Home Secretary and the Foreign Secretary and the 
First Minister has written to the Prime Minister regarding the situation in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Funding-for-Gaza-f43.aspx 
 
 

STUC 

STUC on Gaza crisis 
The STUC is outraged at the current crisis in Gaza deplores the current horrific loss of life 
taking place in Gaza; sends its sympathy and solidarity to all the victims, families and 
communities affected by this conflict; and condemns all actions which have been directed 
against civilians during these attacks, including the firing of rockets into Israel. 
The Israeli Government is responsible for the deaths of nearly 1000 people in Gaza 
during these recent attacks, including hundreds of women and children, with thousands 
more forced to flee their homes with no prospect of finding safety within the small and 
crowded towns which make up Gaza. The bombardment of hospitals, schools and other 
civic buildings cannot be justified in any terms. This is collective punishment which is 
contrary to international law and humanitarian values. The STUC reiterates its position 
that the escalating violence is neither justified, nor effective and will increase rather 
than decrease insecurity for all those living in the region. …  
The STUC has adopted a  position of  Boycott  Disinvestment  and Sanctions  against the  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-uk-aid-to-get-food-into-gaza
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Funding-for-Gaza-f43.aspx
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Israeli state consequent to its continued flouting of international law and supports the 
position of the Palestine General Federation of Trade Unions for a boycott of illegal 
settlements, settlement goods and those corporations benefiting from the occupation of 
the West Bank and the construction of the wall. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.stuc.org.uk/news/1098/stuc-on-gaza-crisis 
 
 

United Nations 

Citing humanitarian impact, Ban warns against further escalation in Gaza conflict 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has strongly urged all sides to avoid any further 
escalation in the Gaza conflict, warning of the devastating humanitarian impact on 
civilians in the enclave who have already suffered immensely since the crisis started. 
The United Nations chief made the appeal in a statement issued last night by his 
spokesperson, after leaflets were reportedly dropped by the Israeli Defence Forces in the 
northern Gaza Strip warning tens of thousands of residents to leave their homes and 
evacuate to Gaza City. 
“If true, this would have a further devastating humanitarian impact on the beleaguered 
civilians of those areas of the Gaza strip who have already undergone immense suffering 
in recent days,” … 
“The Secretary-General strongly urges all sides to avoid any further escalation at this 
time. He notes that all sides must meet all obligations under international humanitarian 
law, both towards civilians ahead of impending attacks, as well as maintaining 
proportionality in any kind of military response.” 
Mr. Ban also reiterated his condemnation of the firing of rockets and the building of 
tunnels into Israel from Gaza. … 
In a related development, UNRWA said that a cache of rockets was found today at one of 
its schools in central Gaza. The discovery came during a regular UNRWA inspection of 
the school, which was closed for the summer and not being used as a shelter. All the 
relevant parties have been notified. 
“We condemn the group or groups who endangered civilians by placing these munitions 
in our school,” said UNRWA spokesperson Chris Gunness. “This is yet another flagrant 
violation of the neutrality of our premises. We call on all the warring parties to respect the 
inviolability of UN property.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48365#.U9kS14CSwbd  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 
 

http://www.stuc.org.uk/news/1098/stuc-on-gaza-crisis
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7892
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48365#.U9kS14CSwbd
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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