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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they are having 
with other European governments following Prime Minister Netanyahu’s remarks on 11 
July that he would never consent to a fully sovereign Palestinian state in the West Bank. 
[HL1067] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
We noted Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu’s comments of 11 July. The UK has 
frequent conversations with EU partners about the Middle East Peace Process, 
but has not discussed these specific comments. The Foreign Affairs Council 
agreed conclusions on 21 July which firmly restated the EU’s commitment to the 
state of Israel and an independent, democratic, contiguous, sovereign and viable 
State of Palestine living side by side in peace, security and mutual recognition. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what evidence they have about the 
use of Dense Inert Metal Explosive during the recent Gaza attacks; and what 
investigations they plan to make into the nature of the weapons being used.[HL1068] 

Baroness Warsi: We are aware of press reporting of these allegations. We do not 
have evidence that Dense Inert Metal Explosive (DIME) munitions have been 
used during the recent events in Gaza. The UK has no plans to make an 
investigation into the nature of weapons being used. However, the Prime Minister, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron) has urged Prime 
Minister Netanyahu to do everything to avoid civilian casualties, to exercise 
restraint and to help find ways to bring this situation to a close. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their response to the appeal by 
34 voluntary organisations from Europe, America and Japan for a ceasefire between 
Israel and Palestine, an end to the blockade of Gaza, and durable solutions to violations 
of international law.[HL1076] 

Baroness Warsi: The UK and EU have noted the appeal by 34 voluntary 
organisations for a ceasefire in Gaza. We agree with the need to implement a 
durable ceasefire that ensures peace and security for both Palestinians and 
Israelis. The UK has three objectives towards the crisis in Gaza—to secure a 
ceasefire, to alleviate humanitarian suffering and to keep alive the prospects for 
peace negotiations which are the only hope of breaking this cycle of violence and 
devastation once and for all. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth  Affairs,  my right hon.  Friend the  Member  for  Runnymede  and  
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Weybridge (Mr Hammond) visited the region between 23-24 July and the UK will 
continue to work with international partners to secure a durable ceasefire that will 
end the bloodshed and provide a platform for resolving the underlying causes of 
the conflict. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what support they will give to an 
international investigation into violations of international humanitarian law by parties to 
the conflict in Gaza.[HL1173] 

Baroness Warsi: Since the beginning of Israel's current campaign, the UK has 
had three immediate priorities—to secure a ceasefire, to alleviate humanitarian 
suffering, and to keep alive the prospects for peace negotiations which are the 
only hope of breaking this cycle of violence and devastation once and for all. We 
call on all parties to the conflict in Gaza to adhere to International Humanitarian 
Law and support action toward ensuring accountability. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140728w0001.htm#140
7288000566  
 
 

Downing Street 

Joint call with Obama, Merkel, Hollande and Renzi 
The Prime Minister spoke to President Obama, Chancellor Merkel, President Hollande 
and Prime Minister Renzi in a joint call this afternoon. …  
The leaders also discussed the deteriorating situation in Israel and Gaza and agreed on 
the urgent need for a lasting ceasefire in Gaza and Israel, backing the efforts of the 
Egyptian government to achieve this. They noted that the fighting will not lead to lasting 
peace or security for either Israelis or Palestinians. …  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-call-with-obama-merkel-hollande-and-renzi  
 
 

United Nations 

‘Gaza in critical condition,’ says Ban, calling again for immediate ceasefire 
…  “Gaza is in a critical condition. Israeli missiles have pummelled Gaza. Hamas rockets 
have randomly struck Israel,” said Mr. Ban, briefing the press today at Headquarters on 
his return from a six-day mission to the region, where he pressed both sides to heed the 
rising humanitarian toll of the crisis, stop the fighting and return to a comprehensive 
dialogue that would address and prevent the seemingly endless cycle of violence. 
While stressing that no country would accept the threat of rockets from above and 
tunnels from below, The Secretary-General said that at the same time, “all occupying 
powers have an international legal obligation to protect civilians.” …  
Telling reporters that people on the ground have described the breadth of the destruction 
– which has reduced entire neighbourhoods to rubble and flattened apartment buildings 
throughout the tiny enclave – as a “man-made hurricane, Mr. Ban said: “The people of 
Gaza have nowhere to run. Every home, every school, every refuge has become a 
target.” 
The casualties and massive damage also raise serious questions of proportionality, 
continued the Secretary-General, adding that as of now, more than 173,000 Gazans – 
nearly 10 per cent of the population – are seeking protection at facilities managed by the 
UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. … 
In a presidential statement approved just after midnight, the 15-member body expressed 
strong support for the calls by international partners and the Secretary-General for such 
a ceasefire, and urged all parties to accept and fully implement it into the Eid period 
marking the end of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan and beyond. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140728w0001.htm#1407288000566
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140728w0001.htm#1407288000566
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-call-with-obama-merkel-hollande-and-renzi
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3500
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2014/sc11494.doc.htm
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In a statement issued earlier by his spokesperson, Mr. Ban welcomed the Security 
Council’s “strong support” for his call for a humanitarian ceasefire. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48357#.U9e4RICSwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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