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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religiously Aggravated Offences 
Philip Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many and what proportion 
of (a) offenders and (b) victims of religiously aggravated offences in each of the last five 
years were of each religious belief. [204656] 

Mike Penning: These are despicable crimes that devastate lives and 
communities. Hate crimes are not acceptable and the courts hand out tougher 
punishments where race or religion are found to be aggravating factors. 
Data on religious belief of offenders or victims are not reported centrally to the 
Ministry of Justice. 
This information may be held by the courts in England and Wales but as such it 
can be obtained only at disproportionate cost. 
Data on the proportion of offenders and victims may be held by individual police 
forces in England and Wales. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0
006.htm#1407232000087  
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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Refugee Camps 
col 382WH  Pauline Latham: … People [in Gaza] are living in schools because they 
have had to flee their homes. DFID should consider what money it can forward to those 
vulnerable people, who probably have no homes to go back to now because there has 
been so much bombing. They are in a desperate situation. … 

 

col 387WH  David Ward: … The Gazans I will be talking about are those who fled in 
1967, which causes particular problems for them with citizenship, but there are 1.8 
million or so Gazans who cannot flee from Gaza today. They are hemmed in by air, sea 
and land by what many regard to be a brutal and powerful military force, and they are at 
the mercy of that force. …  The expulsion and displacement of Palestinians across the 
region has created tensions and animosity towards Israel. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0006.htm#1407232000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0006.htm#1407232000087
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The scale of the Zaatari refugee camp is staggering. It is unbelievable. The majority of 
the refugees are Syrian … Palestinians are not actually allowed into the country—
bizarrely, they are seen as Syria’s problem and therefore are not eligible for refugee 
status in Jordan. Some do get through, but the policy is not to allow them in. …  
… the refugees who came from the Gaza strip, which was Egyptian-controlled in 1967, 
are almost stateless. They are regarded as Egypt’s problem, because they were under 
Egyptian jurisdiction when they fled Gaza and took refuge in Jordan. … They live in 
deprived conditions and do not enjoy the rights that come with citizenship. They cannot 
vote or work for the Government and are not supposed to benefit from Government 
services. They also cannot progress educationally. Schools do exist, provided by the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency, but those who attend are treated as 
international students. Many have lived there since 1967, but they are still treated as 
international students for the purposes of tuition fees. … 
There are 20,000 people but no sewerage system. …  
As I said, the refugees are not fully accepted in Jordan. Most have temporary Jordanian 
passports, which they have to renew every two years, and let us not forget that many 
families have been there since ’67 or ’68. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/halltext/140722
h0001.htm#14072250000001  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
col 1241  T2. [904974] Chi Onwurah (Newcastle upon Tyne Central) (Lab): The BBC 
seems to have missed it, but 100,000 people marched through London on Saturday to 
protest against the terrible suffering of Palestinians in Gaza. Smaller demonstrations are 
taking place every day, many will march in Newcastle on Saturday, and I have received 
hundreds of e-mails and letters on the subject. Will the Minister ensure that his 
counterparts in Israel understand the mounting sense of outrage among the British 
people? 

Mr Ellwood: The increased diplomatic pressure that is being placed on the 
situation, including by John Kerry going to the region and, indeed by our own 
Foreign Secretary and the Secretary-General of the United Nations, shows that 
there is a huge amount of growing international pressure to seek a solution. The 
Foreign Secretary has done his best to communicate with his counterparts in 
Israel, Egypt and, indeed, the Palestinian authorities. We hope for, and will work 
towards, a ceasefire as soon as possible.  

 

col 1243  T8. [904982] Mr David Heath: The Minister said earlier that Israel has the right 
to defend itself against missile attack, and I entirely agree, but he went on to say that the 
response must be proportionate. Is it not transparently obvious that the response is not 
proportionate, but grossly disproportionate and outwith international law? On that basis, 
will he not look again at the preferential trade arrangements that Israel enjoys at the 
moment? 

Mr Ellwood: We spoke about this outside the Chamber, and I am aware of the 
hon. Gentleman’s concerns and views. The Prime Minister has spoken about the 
issues of proportionality, and I have mentioned my discussions with the Israeli 
ambassador. I see no need at the moment to look at any of the EU negotiations. 
 

col 1244  Andrew Percy: What assessment has the Minister made of the double war 
crime perpetrated by Hamas with regard to not only hiding themselves and their 
weaponry among the civilian population, but deliberately targeting and desiring the 
murder of innocent Israelis? 

Mr Ellwood:   I  mentioned   earlier  the  important  role  that  Hamas  can  play  in  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/halltext/140722h0001.htm#14072250000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/halltext/140722h0001.htm#14072250000001
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organising and agreeing to a ceasefire. Unfortunately, it is the case that it has 
used some of its weapon systems in civilian areas, which has led to too many 
deaths. As we have said again and again, I hope that all parties can now come to 
an agreement on a ceasefire, led by the Egyptians. 

David Crausby: What is the difference between a Russian Government who deserve 
sanctions for their involvement in bringing down MH17 and an Israeli Government who 
refuse to apologise for bombing hospitals and killing children who were playing football 
on the beach? 

Mr Lidington: We have to look at each case on its merits. With regard to Russia, 
the Prime Minister made our position very clear in the House yesterday. The hon. 
Gentleman overlooks the fact that the desperate need in Gaza is for a ceasefire 
and a cessation of the appalling violence and loss of life among men, women and 
children on both sides. The sooner that happens, the better. Our diplomatic efforts 
are designed to help bring that about. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/14072
2-0001.htm#14072251000022  

 

Israel/Palestine 
1. Simon Danczuk: What assessment [the Foreign Secretary] has made of whether the 
recent use of force by the Israelis in Gaza is proportionate; and what steps he is taking to 
promote a ceasefire in that conflict. [904983] 
2. Mrs Anne McGuire: What steps  [the Foreign Secretary’s]  Department is taking to 
support projects which foster co-operation and co-existence between Israelis and 
Palestinians. [904984] 
11. Steve McCabe: What recent discussions  [the Foreign Secretary]  has had with his 
Israeli and Palestinian counterparts and others on the continuing violence and loss of life 
in Gaza. [904993] 
12. Bob Russell: What plans  [the Foreign Secretary] has to visit Israel to discuss the 
current situation in that region. [904994] 
15. Andy McDonald: What recent discussions  [the Foreign Secretary]  has had with his 
Israeli and Palestinian counterparts on progress towards peace in that region. [904998] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Mr Tobias Ellwood): … As the Prime Minister said in his comprehensive 
statement yesterday, we are clear that Israel has a right to defend itself against 
these attacks. No country would stand by as rockets are fired or terrorist tunnels 
are constructed into their territory. We are equally clear that Israel’s response 
must be proportionate, taking all necessary steps to minimise civilian casualties in 
line with international humanitarian law. 

Simon Danczuk: … we have seen kids being bombed on beaches, tanks attacking 
hospitals and hundreds of civilians—babies, mothers, patients—being killed. Thousands 
of Rochdale people and millions of people in the United Kingdom expect their 
Government to condemn more and understand less. Will the Foreign Secretary and the 
Minister call Israel to account over its actions in Gaza? 

Mr Ellwood: Nobody can fail but be moved by the incredible heart-wrenching 
scenes we have seen on television. I spoke to the Israeli ambassador and the 
Palestinian head of mission to the UK yesterday, and I raised concerns about the 
civilian deaths and casualties with the Israeli ambassador and urged him to 
ensure that any allegations relating to proportionality be investigated, and he 
assured me that this would be the case. 

Mrs McGuire: We realise that peace is not just about a settlement between 
Governments, but about people living together. I know that the Foreign Office invests 
significant resources in single community projects, but in order to build up confidence 
and break down barriers between the peoples in the region will the Minister look at how 
we can support cross-community initiatives? 

Mr Ellwood: The right hon. Lady is  right to  point out  that  there are  some  wider  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/140722-0001.htm#14072251000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/140722-0001.htm#14072251000022
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issues to be dealt with. Our aim is to support and strengthen constituencies for 
peace through the tri-departmental conflict pool fund. In 2013-14 we funded 17 
projects through the conflict pool programme for Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, with a budget of £4 million. 

Steve McCabe: … I support Israel’s right to defend itself and I condemn the actions of 
Hamas, but may I urge the Minister to redouble the British Government’s efforts not just 
to achieve a ceasefire but to restart peace talks designed to achieve a lasting peace, so 
that we can end this recurring spectre of the suffering of thousands of innocent 
Palestinians? 

Mr Ellwood: That is exactly what the Foreign Secretary is trying to achieve in his 
work in Brussels today, and the Egyptian leadership is making efforts to do the 
same, bringing parties together in the region. The UK has three objectives: to 
secure a ceasefire; to alleviate humanitarian suffering; and to keep alive the 
prospects for peace negotiations, which are the only hope for ending the cycle of 
violence once and for all. 

Bob Russell: Will the Minister confirm that if the Foreign Secretary last week, when he 
was Defence Secretary, had ordered British troops to fire on civilian communities in the 
way the Israelis have, he would be guilty of a war crime? 

Mr Ellwood: I am not going to get drawn into that. I think the hon. Gentleman 
raised the same issue with the Prime Minister yesterday and I will leave my 
comments there. 

Andy McDonald: Last week, four boys, all from the Bakr family, aged seven to 11 
years—Zakaria, Ahed and two boys named Mohammad—were playing hide and seek 
among the fishermen’s huts at the Gaza city harbour when, as they ran along the beach, 
their bodies were ripped to shreds in an instant by an incoming Israeli shell. What threat 
did those little boys pose to Israeli security, and will the Minister condemn the murderous 
behaviour of Israel as completely disproportionate and a crime against humanity? 

Mr Ellwood: The hon. Gentleman makes an important point implicitly, which is 
that, sadly, the location of this battlefield is one of the most populous areas on the 
planet. Hamas and Israeli armed forces are conducting these operations in 
densely populated areas, not least in the Shujai’iya district. Unfortunately, that is 
also where the tunnel systems are operating and from where, on average, 147 
rockets are hitting Israel every day—but, absolutely, as I said before, there are 
questions to be raised about the civilians, and I put those to the Israeli 
ambassador yesterday. 

Alistair Burt: … Although an urgent ceasefire is essential, the reason Gaza is ablaze 
again remains the same as ever: the inability of the Palestinian Authority, Hamas and 
Israel to make the necessary concessions to each other to ensure a middle east peace 
agreement. Will he use his time in office to ensure that the UK does all in its power, 
together with friends from Washington to all the Arab states, to drive the parties together 
again for the negotiations that each must have with the other? Will he ensure that they do 
understand that whatever the justifications for their actions—God knows, we have heard 
and sympathised with them all for decades—it is no longer worth the loss of life of any 
more little boys and girls? 

Mr Ellwood: First, I pay tribute to the work my right hon. Friend did as Minister 
with responsibility for the middle east. I am grateful for the support he has already 
provided me with, and I hope it continues. He rightly says that we must 
participate, with other nations, in looking for a long-term solution. A cessation of 
the violence will allow the opportunity to tackle the underlying causes of instability 
in the Gaza strip, without which the long-term security of both Israel and Gaza will 
not be secured. 

Richard Ottaway: The Israeli defence forces have detected 18 Hamas-built tunnels and 
found 45 others extending from Gaza into Israel. Many of the tunnels in Gaza originate in 
civilian areas, beneath homes, greenhouses and mosques. Does my hon. Friend agree 
that it is quite understandable that Israel seeks to find these tunnels and destroy  them to  
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protect its country and its civilians? 
Mr Ellwood: It is worrying that on 8 July a Hamas spokesman called on civilians 
in the Gaza strip to serve as human shields. We have seen on television the 
pictures of those tunnels, and I have seen reports that 20% of the concrete that 
goes into Gaza is put to use in making them. That is a shocking indictment of the 
priorities of Hamas and it needs to change. 

19. [905003] John Howell: … On 15 July, 17 July and 20 July, Israel agreed to accept a 
ceasefire, but was greeted by Hamas firing more rockets at Israel. What assessment has 
the Foreign Secretary made of the refusal by Hamas to accept a ceasefire? 

Mr Ellwood: My hon. Friend rightly points out that Israel has put forward its 
interest in a ceasefire, and that remains today. We call upon Hamas to join the 
ranks in Egypt to discuss not just the ceasefire but long-term peace prospects for 
the area. 

Martin Horwood: Respectable democracies should not meet unacceptable attacks with 
unacceptable and disproportionate responses, including the bombing of mosques and 
hospitals, and the deaths of hundreds of civilians. Is the Secretary of State today raising 
with other European Governments the EU-Israel association agreement, which is 
supposed to be based on the shared values of respect for human rights, peace and 
stability? 

Mr Ellwood: I will not pre-empt what the Secretary of State will announce at his 
meeting. I know that his primary objective is to join all the parties and call for an 
immediate ceasefire. 

Peter Hain: Does the Minister agree that the terrible carnage in Gaza means that the 
prospects for the two-state solution we all want are vanishing? It was still very possible 
back in 2000; I recall that when I was middle east Minister I had discussions with Prime 
Minister Barak and Yasser Arafat in Palestine, but that all collapsed and Hamas was 
elected. Now, Israel’s refusal to negotiate seriously with Hamas, coupled with its 
merciless assault on Gaza, risks inviting in something even worse and more extreme—
ISIS. Surely we should learn from Northern Ireland that to end wars people have to 
negotiate with their enemies or the terror simply gets worse. 

Mr Ellwood: … He is right to point out that we face very difficult challenges. On a 
positive note, we welcome the announcement of the formation of a new interim 
technocratic Government for the Occupied Palestinian Territories, reuniting Gaza 
and the west bank under a Government committed to peace, which is a necessary 
condition for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Robert Halfon: Last week, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency issued a 
statement showing that Hamas had left missiles and rocket launchers inside a school in 
Gaza. Does that not show that Hamas is using its civilians to protect its missiles and that 
Israel is using its missile defences to protect its civilians from attack? 

Mr Ellwood: As I implied earlier, it is unfortunate that these events are taking 
place in one of the most populous areas of the world, and Hamas seems to be 
taking advantage of that to launch its attacks. 

Gerald Kaufman: Is the hon. Gentleman aware that I warned Yitzhak Rabin, the former 
Israeli Prime Minister, that if he did not make peace with Fatah, he would be left with 
Hamas? He made the effort and was murdered for his pains by another Jew. Will the 
Minister make it clear that, with the death toll rising to 600, which includes the murder of 
25 members of one extended family, he will join John Kerry, who has derided and 
scorned Israel’s claim of pinpointing its attacks and warned it that not only will it suffer 
more casualties but that it will be left with Palestinians who will refuse ever to negotiate 
with it? 

Mr Ellwood: The right hon. Gentleman illustrates how complex these matters are. 
I join him in congratulating John Kerry on the work he has done. The UK 
Government strongly support the tireless efforts of the US Secretary of State and 
his team to facilitate a final status agreement between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians, and I know he is pursuing that now he has arrived in the region. 
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Richard Benyon: My hon. Friend will know the impact that white phosphorus shells can 
have on civilian populations in particular. Many of us were appalled to see the use of 
them in a previous Israeli incursion into Gaza. Will he inform the Israeli ambassador, and 
all parties in this conflict, that the eyes of the world are on them, and that, whatever their 
reasons for prosecuting this conflict, we will be watching them very carefully to see how 
they are doing that? 

Mr Ellwood: The use of white phosphorus and indeed of cluster munitions was 
raised in the Prime Minister’s statement yesterday. We have seen no evidence to 
date that they have been used during recent events in Gaza. However, the 
defence section in Tel Aviv will approach the Israeli defence forces to inquire 
whether they are being used in this current campaign. 

Douglas Alexander: … As we have heard, Operation Protective Edge has already cost 
more than 580 Palestinian lives, most of whom are civilians and many of whom are 
innocent children. Last week, I warned that an Israeli ground operation in Gaza would 
bring more suffering for the Palestinians and would be a strategic error for Israel. The 
Opposition are clear that we oppose this escalation. Do the Government? 

Mr Ellwood: … He is right to remind the House of the heavy death toll that is 
being endured in the region, with almost 600 dead, 3,600 injured and 83,000 
displaced so far. These matters are being raised in Brussels as we speak, and I 
think the Foreign Secretary intends to put out a statement on his return. 

Mr Alexander: That was a troubling answer, even from a colleague whom I welcome to 
his position on the Front Bench. I welcome the fact that the US Secretary of State John 
Kerry has travelled to Cairo seeking an urgent ceasefire, but the pattern of rocket 
attacks, periodic invasion and permanent occupation does not bring security for Israel 
and brings further humiliation and suffering for the Palestinians. As in the past, this 
incursion will end with an agreement. The question is how many more children and 
civilians need to die before such an agreement is reached. Does the Minister accept that 
the absence of such an agreement will recruit more terrorists at exactly the point at which 
Hamas had been weakened by events in Tehran, Syria and Egypt? 

Mr Ellwood: I think that the right hon. Gentleman misses the point. The work that 
has been going on is trying to achieve a ceasefire, which is why the Foreign 
Secretary, who is in Brussels at the moment, will be flying to the region very 
shortly. John Kerry is there and so is Ban Ki-moon. We also must not forget that 
Hamas is firing an average of 147 rockets every single day. Were that to stop, the 
situation in Gaza would change significantly. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/14072
2-0001.htm#14072251000013  
 

Middle East 
16. Mr Rob Wilson: What recent assessment [the Foreign Secretary] has made of the 
prospects for the middle east peace process. [904999] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Mr Tobias Ellwood): We welcome the efforts to secure a ceasefire, 
which remains the best means of ending the current cycle of violence. I call upon 
Hamas, as I have already said, and all militant factions in Gaza to cease hostilities 
so that the bloodshed on both sides can stop. 

Mr Wilson: What steps is my hon. Friend taking to ensure that there is no further 
escalation of violence in Gaza, that Israel acts in a proportionate and responsible 
manner, and that international aid and support gets through to the people who are 
suffering in Gaza? 

Mr Ellwood: We have increased our funding to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, the main UN organisation operating in Gaza, by £5 million. The 
Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary have been communicating with the 
parties involved in Gaza, and indeed in Israel, to encourage them to listen to what 
Egypt is saying and to agree a ceasefire. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/140722-0001.htm#14072251000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/140722-0001.htm#14072251000013
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Louise Ellman: Securing a ceasefire is urgently needed to stop this terrible loss of life. 
Will discussions on a ceasefire include considering the future of the terror tunnels, from 
which Mumbai-type atrocities are being planned against Israeli civilians? 

Mr Ellwood: The immediate priority is to have a ceasefire in place, and then, as 
John Kerry has stated, we can move towards a longer term solution, which must 
include all aspects, including—dare I say it?—the territories. These must be 
considered following on from the ceasefire itself. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/14072
2-0001.htm#14072251000020  
 

Freedom of Religion and Belief 
col 1233  Richard Graham: Given the rise of religious intolerance, the violence in the 
middle east region and the ghastly widespread human suffering in Gaza, does my right 
hon. Friend agree that one notable exception to religious intolerance is the role of 
Christians and Christianity in Gaza? 

Mr Swire: I pay tribute to Christians who are suffering oppression all over the 
middle east and the rest of the world. It must be extraordinarily difficult to be a 
Christian in Gaza at the present time. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/14072
2-0001.htm#14072251000014  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Mr Godsiff: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will introduce an embargo on the export of weapons to Israel. [205884] 

Mr Ellwood: We remain deeply concerned about the situation in Gaza. We call for 
an immediate de-escalation and restoration of the November 2012 ceasefire, to 
avoid further civilian injuries and the loss of innocent life. 
The United Kingdom does not believe that imposing a blanket arms embargo on 
Israel would promote progress in the Middle East Peace Process. All countries, 
including Israel, have a legitimate right to self-defence, and the right to defend its 
citizens from attack. In doing so, it is vital that all actions are proportionate, in line 
with International Humanitarian Law, and are calibrated to avoid civilian 
casualties. 
Export licence applications to all countries continue to be considered on a case by 
case basis against the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing 
Criteria, taking into account the circumstances prevailing at the time of 
application. In view of the situation in Gaza, we are keeping all licence 
applications under review to ensure that all our decisions remain consistent with 
our human rights commitments and all applicable criteria. If a decision is taken to 
suspend or revoke licences we will announce this to Parliament, and where 
possible we will do this in concert with our EU partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0
002.htm#14072281000092  

 
Israel/Palestine 

Seema Malhotra: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the situation in Israel and Palestine. [905000] 

Mr Ellwood: As the Prime Minister said in his comprehensive statement 
yesterday, we are clear that Israel has a right to defend itself against these 
attacks. No country would stand by as rockets are fired or terrorist tunnels are 
constructed into their territory. We are equally clear that Israel’s response must be  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/140722-0001.htm#14072251000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/140722-0001.htm#14072251000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/140722-0001.htm#14072251000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/debtext/140722-0001.htm#14072251000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281000092
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281000092
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proportionate, taking all necessary steps to minimise civilian casualties in line with 
International Humanitarian Law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0
002.htm#14072281000084  
 

Occupied Territories 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps his Department has taken to discourage the continued construction of illegal 
Israeli settlements in Palestinian territories since the beginning of Israel's current military 
action in Gaza. [206573] 

Mr Ellwood: The UK has reiterated on many occasions to Israel the need to 
cease constructing settlements that we consider illegal under international law. I 
refer the hon. Member to the statement on Gaza made by the then Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), on 14 July 2014, Official Report, column 434. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0
002.htm#14072281000100 
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/14071
4-0001.htm#14071411000001 
 

Middle East 
Paul Flynn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the number of (a) Palestinian children killed by Israeli military 
attacks on Gaza and (b) Israeli citizens killed by rockets launched into Israel from Gaza 
since 1 July 2014. [205494] 

Mr Ellwood: As of noon on 21 July at least 436 Palestinians had been killed since 
the start of Operation Protective Edge, of which at least 83 were children. Twenty 
Israeli citizens were killed by rockets launched from Gaza during the same period. 

Mr Godsiff: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
guarantees he has sought from Israel that weapons sold to it by the UK will not be used 
on civilians in Palestine; and what assessment he has made of the reliability of those 
guarantees. [205885] 

Mr Ellwood: All export licence applications are assessed on a case-by-case basis 
against the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing Criteria in light 
of the prevailing circumstances. We will not issue an export licence where we 
judge there is a clear risk that the proposed export might be used for internal 
repression. We continue to monitor events in Gaza and Israel carefully and call on 
all sides to ensure that their actions are in line with international humanitarian law. 
It is vital that all actions are proportionate and are calibrated to avoid civilian 
casualties. 

Andrew Rosindell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent steps his Department has taken to reduce tension in the on-going conflict 
between Israel and Palestine. [205911] 

Mr Ellwood: We are working to secure a ceasefire, to alleviate humanitarian 
suffering, and to keep alive the prospects for peace negotiations which are the 
only hope of breaking this cycle of violence and devastation once and for all. The 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) spoke with the Israeli 
Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman on 18 July 2014 and Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas on 19 July 2014. The Prime Minister also spoke to Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu on 20 July 2014. 

Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his  counterparts  in other  NATO member  states  on  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
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the Middle East. [205996] 
Mr Ellwood: I have not yet had discussions with other NATO member states. 
However, the Government is in regular and frequent close contact with NATO 
member states on a range of issues across the middle east. 

Paul Flynn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the reasons why Hamas has orchestrated the firing of 
rockets at Israel. [206036] 

Mr Ellwood: Although we do not talk to Hamas, we are aware that they have 
been under unprecedented political and financial pressure, are isolated and have 
a strong and active military wing. 

Paul Flynn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps his Department has taken to substantiate allegations made by Hamas in Gaza that 
Israel has attacked water wells, water purification plants and sewage treatment plants in 
Gaza. [206037] 

Mr Ellwood: The water and sanitation crisis is severe, with 50% of all services 
down. This situation has been exacerbated by damage to sewerage facilities 
caused by Israeli airstrikes. 

Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will investigate whether any UK manufactured weapons or components have been used 
by Israeli military forces during Operation Protective Edge. [206225] 

Mr Ellwood: We continue to monitor the situation in Gaza and Israel carefully to 
ensure that all our licensing decisions on weapons and components to Israel 
remain consistent with our human rights commitments and all applicable criteria. 
We currently have no plans to undertake a more comprehensive investigation into 
whether any UK manufactured weapons or components have been used by Israeli 
military forces during Operation Protective Edge. 

Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of whether Israeli military action during Operation Protective 
Edge has complied with its international legal obligations. [206229] 

Mr Ellwood: We have not yet made a full assessment. We continue to monitor 
events in Gaza and Israel carefully and call on all sides to ensure that their 
actions are in line with International Humanitarian Law. International Humanitarian 
Law requires all sides to distinguish between military and civilian targets and 
enable unhindered humanitarian access. It is vital that all actions are 
proportionate, in line with International Humanitarian Law and are calibrated to 
avoid any further civilian casualties. 

Khalid Mahmood: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the implications for his policies of the statement of 10 
July 2014 by the Secretary General of the UN on the escalating tensions between Israel 
and Palestine. [206284] 

Mr Ellwood: We support the statement of 10 July 2014 from the UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon. There has now been further escalation with Israel's ground 
operation started on 17 July. The UK will continue working towards our three 
policy objectives for the Gaza crisis-to secure a ceasefire, to alleviate 
humanitarian suffering, and to keep alive the prospects for peace negotiations, 
which are the only hope of breaking this cycle of violence and devastation once 
and for all. 

Simon Danczuk: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent talks Ministers in his Department have had with (a) Israeli and (b) Palestinian 
leaders on the current situation in Gaza. [206290] 

Mr Ellwood: The Prime Minister spoke to Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu on 20 
July.  The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), spoke with 
Palestinian President Abbas on 19 July and Israeli Foreign Minister Liebermann 
on 18 July. 
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Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what information his Department holds on the number of (a) Palestinians and (b) 
Palestinian children who have been killed as a result of Israeli military action in the last 
10 years. [206375] 

Mr Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office holds no information 
centrally on the number of Palestinians killed by Israeli military action in the last 
10 years. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will make an assessment of the potential effects of the imposition of economic 
sanctions on Israel on that country's (a) actions towards and (b) relations with the areas 
governed by the Palestinian Authority since the beginning of Israel's current military 
action in Gaza. [206562] 

Mr Ellwood: We have not made an assessment of the potential effects of the 
imposition of economic sanction on Israel, as the UK does not believe that 
imposing sanctions on Israel would be a constructive step. We enjoy a close and 
productive relationship with Israel which enables us to express our views at senior 
levels very frankly. It is our assessment that imposing sanctions on Israel would 
lessen this influence, not increase it, and would not promote the urgent progress 
towards a two-state solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict which we want to 
see. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports his Department has received about the role of Egyptian border control 
policies in contributing to the shortage of basic medical supplies in Gaza. [206567] 

Mr Ellwood: We welcome the humanitarian aid packages that Egypt has been 
supplying to Gaza throughout the current crisis. However, we remain concerned 
at the frequent closures of the Rafah crossing, and the additional pressure that 
this puts on the fragile humanitarian situation. We continue to encourage the 
Egyptian authorities to ease the movement of humanitarian aid through Rafah. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports his Department has received of water supplies and sewage plants being the 
targets of Israeli air strikes in Gaza during the recent Israeli military action. [206568] 

Mr Ellwood: The water and sanitation crisis is severe, with 50% of all services 
down. This situation has been exacerbated by damage to sewerage facilities 
caused by Israeli airstrikes. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the number of Israeli citizens killed by rockets launched 
from Gaza into Israel since the beginning of Israel's current military action in Gaza. 
[206569] 

Mr Ellwood: As of the morning of 21 July our reports are that there have been 20 
confirmed Israeli fatalities. One Israeli fatality caused by rocket fire; one Israeli 
fatality caused by mortar fire prior to the ground operation and 18 Israeli soldiers 
killed during the ground operation. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps his Department has taken to encourage the Israeli Government to end the 
occupation of the West Bank and the blockade of Gaza since the beginning of Israel's 
current military action in Gaza. [206574] 

Mr Ellwood: I refer my hon. Friend to the Statement on Gaza made by the then 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), on 14 July 2014, Official Report, 
column 434. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0
002.htm#14072281000097  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281000097
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281000097
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The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/14071
4-0001.htm#14071411000001  
 

Research: Middle East 
Paul Flynn: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
assistance the UK has given to the developments of the SESAME (Synchrotron-light for 
Experimental Science and Applications in the Middle East) project; and what 
collaborative scientific research projects the UK supports between Israel, Iran and the 
Palestinian Authority. [205936] 

Greg Clark: The UK became an observer member of the SESAME Interim 
Council in 2001. Professor Samar Hasnain of Liverpool University has 
represented the UK Government at the SESAME Council, following his 
appointment in 2004. The Government has provided funding since 2008/09 to 
Professor Samar Hasnain to support his role as the UK’s representative on the 
SESAME council as follows: 
2008/09 to 2013/14: £15,000 per annum 
Additional funding of £22,000 per annum was recently approved following a review 
of the project for the financial years 2014/15 to 2015/16 
Professor Samar Hasnain in his role as an observer undertakes various activities 
on behalf of the Government for the progress of SESAME including: 
Representing the Government at the Interim Council meetings 
Producing an annual report on SESAME and its benefits to the UK; and 
Spreading awareness of the existence and desirability of SESAME to existing and 
potential SESAME member countries. 
He is also an active member of the Science Advisory Committee which meets 
twice a year. 
This Department does not currently fund any other collaborative scientific research 
projects between Israel, Iran and the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0
005.htm#1407232000061  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the targeting of its air strikes on 
Gaza.[HL1004] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
On 11 July our Ambassador in Tel Aviv met with Major General Amos Gilad, 
Political-Military Director at the Israeli Ministry of Defence, and raised the need to 
avoid civilian casualties, including from air strikes. 
I refer the noble Baroness to the Statement on Gaza made by the then Secretary 
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right Hon. Friend the Member 
for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), which I repeated in the House of Lords on 14 
July, Official Report Column 434. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to increase 
the safety of civilians in Gaza, in the light of the possibility of ground troops being 
deployed there.[HL1065] 

Baroness Warsi: We are deeply concerned by the continued violence in Gaza 
and Israel and call on all sides to de-escalate to avoid further civilian casualties. 
We have stressed to  Israel  counterparts our  concern that a  ground  invasion  of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0005.htm#1407232000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0005.htm#1407232000061
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Gaza would increase the risk of civilian casualties, and that a large ground 
operation risks prolonging the conflict. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the reported shooting of Adam Eriqat with a 
rubber bullet in Abu Dis, and the impact of the new military checkpoint near Ma’ale 
Adumim on the time taken for his ambulance to reach hospital.[HL1069] 

Baroness Warsi: Whilst we have not made representations on this specific 
incident, the UK has repeatedly made clear to Israel our concerns over the 
manner in which the Israeli Defence Force polices Palestinian protests. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140722w0001.htm#140
72268000573  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/14071
4-0001.htm#14071411000001  
 
 

House of Commons Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (284) Deaths of Palestinian civilians – That this House notes the 
widespread cross-party questioning of Israel's wholly disproportionate and brutal attack 
on the Palestinian people of Gaza as expressed in the Chamber on 21 July 2014; further 
notes that thousands of people marched in protest in London at this attack on 19 July 
2014; further notes that an even greater number will attend another demonstration on 26 
July 2014; further notes the Gaza weekend death toll of more than 150 Palestinians with 
a disproportionate number of women and children; further notes the repetitive Israeli 
media spin about targeting militants; acknowledges the strength of character of 
Palestinians and their medical workers including Dr Mads Gilbert who describes the 
situation vividly, 'the rivers of blood will keep running the coming night' and who calls 
upon leaders to spend 'just one night' in Gaza which would 'change history'; and calls on 
the Government to do everything in its power to end the slaughter of the Palestinian 
people. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/284  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Statement by UK Ambassador Mark Lyall Grant to the Security Council Open 
Debate on the Middle East 
The situation across the Middle East gives us all cause for grave concern. Violence and 
humanitarian crises have escalated and engulfed millions of innocent people in the 
region. 
It is deeply tragic that so many have been killed and injured in the current crisis in Gaza. 
We urge both sides to do their utmost to deescalate the situation and to avoid further 
injury and loss of innocent life. The people of Israel have the right to live without constant 
fear for their security, but the people of Gaza also have the right to live safely in peace. 
We condemn the rocket attacks on Israel, targeting civilians in contravention of all 
humanitarian law and norms. We deplore Hamas’s rejection of ceasefire efforts to date. 
All those with influence over Hamas must use it to get Hamas to agree to end rocket fire 
and join an immediate ceasefire. 
We fully support Israel’s right to take proportionate action to defend itself from 
indiscriminate rocket attacks and attempts to infiltrate Israel through tunnels. 
But it is vital that Gaza’s civilian population is protected. The number of civilian casualties 
is now past 600. In particular, the military action in Shujaiyya on Sunday exacted a 
terrible  human  cost.  Israel  must  do  everything it  can  to  avoid  civilian  casualties,  to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140722w0001.htm#14072268000573
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140722w0001.htm#14072268000573
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/284


 13

 

exercise restraint and to bring this situation to an end. 
We welcome Egyptian efforts to secure a ceasefire agreement. We encourage Egypt to 
persist with its efforts, and others to work closely together with them. 
We also applaud the Secretary-General’s commitment to help secure a ceasefire, 
including through his visit to the region and the United Nation’s efforts to broker 
humanitarian pauses. And we welcome President Abbas’s support for an immediate 
ceasefire. 
Hundreds of thousands of vulnerable civilians in Gaza are suffering acutely from this 
crisis and bear no responsibility for the rocket fire. 
At least 100,000 Gazans have been displaced by the conflict. Hundreds of thousands are 
suffering shortages of water, sanitation and electricity. 
The United Kingdom will provide $3 million in new funding, to help UNRWA supply 
immediate emergency assistance for over 84,000 people who are seeking shelter in their 
schools. We are also bringing forward over $4 million in funding to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to provide emergency healthcare and to repair crucial water 
wells and pipelines damaged by the airstrikes. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-situation-across-the-middle-east-gives-us-
all-cause-for-grave-concern  
 
 

United Nations 

On visit to Israel and West Bank, Ban calls for end to current fighting, return to 
dialogue 
… “My message to Israelis and Palestinians is the same: Stop fighting. Start talking. And 
take on the root causes of the conflict, so we are not back to the same situation in 
another six months or a year,” Mr. Ban said in remarks to the press with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Tel Aviv. 
“We must address these underlying issues – including mutual recognition, occupation, 
despair and the denial of dignity – so people do not feel they have to resort to violence as 
a means of expressing their grievances.” … 
“The United Nations position is clear: We condemn strongly the rocket attacks. These 
must stop immediately,” said Mr. Ban. “We condemn the use of civilian sites – schools, 
hospitals and other civilian facilities – for military purposes. 
“No country would accept rockets raining down on its territory – and all countries and 
parties have an international obligation to protect civilians,” he added. 
During his meeting with Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. Ban reiterated his call for an immediate and 
unconditional ceasefire and stressed the need to alleviate the dire humanitarian situation 
in Gaza. 
From Israel, Mr. Ban travelled to Ramallah in the West Bank, from where he briefed the 
Security Council, which is holding an open debate on the situation in the Middle East. He 
told the meeting via video conference that the parties must heed the Council’s call to 
return to negotiations in order to find an end to the conflict through a viable two-State 
solution. 
“We, as the international community, have to assume responsibility for what is the result 
of a collective failure to advance a political solution for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,” he 
stated. “We cannot return to the status quo ante – a concern which Palestinians and 
Israelis both share.” … 
“Too many civilians are dying. Too many are caught in the crossfire. Too many families 
simply have no way out… I am concerned that further displacement will create chaos as 
well as yet more suffering of the Palestinian people.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48324#.U8_AMoCSwbc  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-situation-across-the-middle-east-gives-us-all-cause-for-grave-concern
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-situation-across-the-middle-east-gives-us-all-cause-for-grave-concern
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=2299#.U86a1_ldUvQ
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3488
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=2300#.U86bB_ldUvQ
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48324#.U8_AMoCSwbc
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

The Human Rights Council holds a Special Session to discuss the current 
situation in the Gaza Strip 
… UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay … said international law is clear: 
“the actions of one party do not absolve the other party of the need to respect its 
obligations under international law.” 
“Civilian homes are not legitimate targets … unless they are being used for, or contribute 
to, military purposes at the time in question.” … 
Kyung-wha Kang, the Assistant Secretary-General of the UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs … drew attention to the attacks on medical facilities and staff, 
“such action is completely unacceptable and is a flagrant violation of international law,” 
…  
Lance Bartholomeusz, the Acting Director of Legal Affairs from the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees … said by late 22 July, 118,000 Palestinians had sought 
refuge in 77 of the Agency’s schools. That is six percent of the Gazan population. … 
Among ordinary Palestinians, Bartholomeusz said, “there is a profound crisis of 
confidence in the ability of international law and international mechanisms to protect 
civilians, and to prevent and address violations of international law.” … 
The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories 
occupied since 1967, Makarim Wibisono speaking on behalf of the Coordination 
Committee of the Special Procedures urged regard for international law and called for 
prompt, independent investigations of alleged breaches. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/SpecialSessionSituationGazaStrip.aspx  
 
Human Rights Council 21st Special Session: Speech from UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Navi Pillay  
… Since Israel announced its military operation “Protective Edge” on 7 July, Gaza has 
been subjected to daily intensive bombardment from the air, land and sea, employing 
well over 2,100 air strikes alone. The hostilities have resulted in the deaths of more than 
600 Palestinians, including at least 147 children and 74 women. 
This is the third serious escalation of hostilities in my six years as High Commissioner. As 
we saw during the two previous crises in 2009 and 2012, it is innocent civilians in the 
Gaza Strip, including children, women, the elderly and persons with disabilities, who are 
suffering the most. 
According to preliminary UN figures, around 74 percent of those killed so far were 
civilians, and thousands more have been injured. … 
Hundreds of homes and other civilian buildings, such as schools, have been destroyed or 
severely damaged in Gaza, and more than 140,000 Palestinians have been displaced as 
a result. 
Two Israeli civilians have also lost their lives and between 17 and 32 others have been 
reported injured as a result of rockets and other projectiles fired from Gaza, and 27 
Israeli soldiers have been killed during military operations in Gaza. 
As we speak, the indiscriminate firing by Hamas and other armed groups of more than 
2,900 rockets, as well as mortars, from Gaza continues to endanger the lives of civilians 
in Israel. I have repeatedly condemned such indiscriminate attacks in the past. I do so 
again today. 
I further emphasise that it is unacceptable to locate military assets in densely populated 
areas or to launch attacks from such areas. However, international law is clear: the 
actions of one party do not absolve the other party of the need to respect its obligations 
under international law. … 
Civilian homes are not legitimate targets unless they are being used for, or contribute to, 
military purposes at the time in question.  In case of doubt,  civilian homes are  presumed  
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/SpecialSessionSituationGazaStrip.aspx
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not to be legitimate targets. Even where a home is identified as being used for military 
purposes, any attack must be proportionate, offer a definite military advantage in the 
prevailing circumstances at the time, and precautions must be taken. … Not abiding by 
these principles may amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity. …  
Israel has stated that it has alerted Gazans before conducting strikes, including by using 
telephones, text messages and so-called warning “roof knocks,” using relatively light 
munitions. Even if Israel has attempted to warn civilians to, for example, leave their 
homes or conducted an evacuation before an attack, this does not release Israel from its 
obligations under international humanitarian law. … 
People – particularly the elderly, sick and those with disabilities – are not given sufficient 
time to scramble out of their homes. When they do manage to run out into the street, 
there is nowhere to hide and no way of knowing where the next shell or missile will land. 
Some eminent human rights defenders whom I spoke to inside Gaza yesterday asked for 
“the rule of law, not rule of the jungle”, adding that they have no peace, no security and 
no human rights. With regard to the firing of rockets by armed groups from densely 
populated areas, they said – and I quote – “We do not choose our neighbours.” 
The disregard for international humanitarian law and for the right to life, was shockingly 
evident for all to see in the apparent targeting on 16 July of seven children playing on a 
Gaza beach. … 
Their killings raise concerns about respect for the principles of distinction, proportionality 
and precautions in attack. 
Israeli children, and their parents and other civilians, also have a right to live without the 
constant fear that a rocket fired from Gaza may land on their houses or their schools, 
killing or injuring them. Once again, the principles of distinction and precaution are clearly 
not being observed during such indiscriminate attacks on civilian areas by Hamas and 
other armed Palestinian groups. … 
My staff are continuing to document several other cases, in which family residences were 
destroyed with reported loss of civilian life, and in which preliminary indications suggest 
not even a single member of an armed group was present. 
Then, just two days ago, on 21 July, shells hit the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah 
reportedly killing at least three people and wounding dozens of others, including doctors. 
These are just a few examples where there seems to be a strong possibility that 
international humanitarian law has been violated, in a manner that could amount to war 
crimes. Every one of these incidents must be properly and independently investigated. … 
The crippling effects of the Israeli blockade and other measures linked to the Israeli 
occupation of Gaza suppress the ability of the people to go about their daily lives and 
prevent them from rebuilding their lives and communities after repeated military 
operations. 
I reiterate my numerous calls for this blockade to be lifted once and for all. … 
The current situation in Gaza has overshadowed the backdrop of heightened tensions in 
the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem. On 12 June, three Israeli teenagers 
went missing near Hebron, and were subsequently found murdered. Since then, more 
than 1,200 Palestinians have reportedly been arrested with some placed in 
administrative detention; Israel has carried out extensive operations where homes and 
offices have been raided and property damaged; the Israeli authorities have also 
resumed a policy of carrying out punitive house demolitions, and nine Palestinians have 
been killed in incidents involving Israeli security forces, raising serious concerns of 
excessive use of force, especially in the context of demonstrations against the military 
operation in Gaza.  
In addition, I am concerned about reports of a significant rise in incitement to violence 
against Palestinians, including through social media. On 2 July, a Palestinian teenager 
was beaten and burned alive in Jerusalem amidst an atmosphere of revenge and 
incitement to violence. … 
For Palestinians in Gaza and in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, the current 
reality is not just one  of  repeated  conflict  but  also  one of  protracted  occupation,  with  
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insecurity and a constant daily struggle for human rights, in particular the right to self-
determination. In Gaza, the blockade and Access Restricted Areas continue to 
undermine the human rights of the population. In the West Bank, ever expanding illegal 
Israeli settlements; settler violence; demolitions of Palestinian homes; the Wall and its 
associated regime; excessive use of force; and large scale detentions of Palestinians are 
some of the ongoing, routine abuses and human rights violations committed against the 
occupied population. … 
According to local human rights groups, despite numerous allegations of serious 
international crimes, only four Israeli soldiers have been prosecuted and convicted for 
three incidents that occurred during Operation ‘Cast Lead’. One of the convictions was 
for stealing a credit card. And the other three soldiers, convicted of more serious crimes, 
received extraordinarily light sentences. … 
In Israel and Palestine, the politics of conflict, peace and security are constantly leading 
to the downgrading, or setting aside, of the importance of binding international human 
rights law and international humanitarian law. International law is not negotiable. No 
individual or state can be considered exempt, if they violate the law. … 
All these dead and maimed civilians should weigh heavily on all our consciences. I know 
that they weigh heavily on mine. All our efforts to protect them have been abject failures. 
More powerful entities, such as the Security Council, and individual States with serious 
leverage over the parties to this dreadful and interminable conflict, must do far more than 
they have done so far to bring this conflict to an end once and for all. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E  
 
 

Federal Aviation Authority 

Notice to Airmen Issued for Ben Gurion International Airport 
… the FAA issued a Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) informing U.S. airlines that they are 
prohibited from flying to or from Israel's Ben Gurion International Airport for a period of up 
to 24 hours.  The notice was issued in response to a rocket strike which landed 
approximately one mile from Ben Gurion International Airport on the morning of July 22, 
2014.  … The FAA will continue to monitor and evaluate the situation.  Updated 
instructions will be provided to U.S. airlines as soon as conditions permit, but no later 
than  24 hours from the time the NOTAM went into force. … 
To read the full press release, including the full text of the NOTAM, see 
http://www.faa.gov/news/press_releases/news_story.cfm?newsId=16694  
 
 

European Aviation Safety Agency 

Strong recommendation to avoid Tel Aviv Ben Gourion International Airport until 
further notice 
The European Aviation Safety Agency issued a Service Information Bulletin with strong 
recommendation to avoid Tel Aviv Ben Gourion International Airport until further notice. 
The recommendation applies to all European airlines. 
https://www.easa.europa.eu/newsroom-and-events/news/strong-recommendation-avoid-
tel-aviv-ben-gourion-international-airport  
 
Service Information Bulletin: Operations to Tel Aviv Ben Gurion International 
Airport, Israel 
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/SIB_201422_Correction_Operations_Ben_Gurion_Intl_Airp
ort.pdf/SIB_2014-22_1  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E
http://www.faa.gov/news/press_releases/news_story.cfm?newsId=16694
https://www.easa.europa.eu/newsroom-and-events/news/strong-recommendation-avoid-tel-aviv-ben-gourion-international-airport
https://www.easa.europa.eu/newsroom-and-events/news/strong-recommendation-avoid-tel-aviv-ben-gourion-international-airport
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/SIB_201422_Correction_Operations_Ben_Gurion_Intl_Airport.pdf/SIB_2014-22_1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/SIB_201422_Correction_Operations_Ben_Gurion_Intl_Airport.pdf/SIB_2014-22_1
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

