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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
steps his Department is taking to tackle anti-Semitic attacks (a) in Greater Manchester 
and (b) across the UK. [203568] 

Stephen Williams: The Government committed to reduce the harm caused by 
hate crime, including anti-Semitic crime, in ‘Challenge it, Report it, Stop it: The 
Government’s Plan to Tackle Hate Crime’ published in 2012 and refreshed in May 
2014. Since 2010 this Government has done more than ever to tackle anti-
Semitism and anti-Semitic attacks. 
The Department for Communities and Local Government hosts the Anti-Semitism 
Working Group which brings community representatives together with officials 
from across Government to ensure a coordinated response to emerging 
challenges, whether they are domestic, online or international. The Department 
also partially funds the Cross-Government Hate Crime Programme which leads 
on a broad range of activities including the development of 'True Vision' an online 
facility to provide information to victims and practitioners and to allow anyone to 
report hate crime online. 
The Department works closely with the Community Security Trust, the police and 
the Home Office to tackle anti-Semitic incidents. For example, in the wake of the 
recent desecration of Jewish graves in Blackley in Greater Manchester, the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government wrote to the CEO of 
the Community Security Trust, an organisation that looks after the security needs 
of the Jewish community, expressing his sadness at the desecration and offering 
support. 
To ensure we remember the Holocaust, and keep the memory of those lost alive, 
the Department also supports the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and the Prime 
Minister’s Holocaust Commission. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/text/140721w0
005.htm#1407228000006  
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Israel 
House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Ukraine (Flight MH17) and Gaza 
col 1151  The Prime Minister (Mr David Cameron): … The crisis was triggered by 
Hamas raining hundreds of rockets on Israeli cities, indiscriminately targeting civilians in 
contravention of all humanitarian law and norms. In the last fortnight, Hamas has fired 
1,850 rockets at Israeli cities. This unprecedented barrage continues to this moment, with 
Hamas rejecting all proposals for a ceasefire, including those put forward by the Egyptian 
Government. 
I have been clear throughout this crisis that Israel has the right to defend itself. Those 
criticising Israel’s response must ask themselves how they would expect their own 
Government to react if hundreds of rockets were raining down on British cities today. But 
I share the grave concern of many in the international community about the heavy toll of 
civilian casualties. … 
I spoke to Prime Minister Netanyahu again about this crisis last night. I repeated our 
recognition of Israel’s right to take proportionate action to defend itself, and our 
condemnation of Hamas’s refusal to end its rocket attacks, despite all international efforts 
to broker a ceasefire. But I urged him do everything to avoid civilian casualties, to 
exercise restraint, and to help find ways to bring this situation to an end. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu made it clear that Israel had been ready to accept each of these ceasefire 
proposals and had unilaterally implemented a temporary ceasefire in the hope that 
Hamas would follow suit. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has spoken to President Abbas to welcome 
his support for a ceasefire and underline our wish to see the Palestinian Authority back in 
Gaza. … 

 

col 1152  Harriet Harman: … it is intolerable to see the harrowing images of hospitals 
overwhelmed, mortuaries overflowing and parents devastated as they cradle their dying 
children. … Since the start of this conflict, 20 Israelis have been killed, 18 of whom were 
soldiers. More than 500 Palestinians have been killed, including countless children—
innocent young children whose short lives have been ended in the most brutal and 
horrific of circumstances. … 
Every death of a Palestinian child will fuel the hatred, embolden Israel’s enemies and 
recruit more supporters to terrorist groups such as Hamas. We stand up for Israel’s right 
to defend itself, but this escalation will not bring Israel lasting security. 
Does the Prime Minister agree with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon that we must 
continue to press for an immediate ceasefire, an immediate end to the Israeli military 
operation in Gaza, and an end to the rocket fire by Hamas; that all sides must respect 
international humanitarian law; and that Israel must exercise maximum restraint? 
What is the Prime Minister’s view of the report suggesting that Israel is using flechette 
shells? … 

 

col 1154  The Prime Minister: … Anyone seeing those pictures in Gaza of the children 
running across the beach before their young lives are snuffed out—as a father of three, I 
cannot help but be incredibly moved by that. What is happening in Gaza is absolutely 
heartbreaking. We have to be clear, though, about how this could most quickly be 
brought to an end: that is for Hamas to stop the rocket attacks on Israel. If they stop 
those, all the other things that we need—the end of the Israeli operation, and the 
ceasefire—would be in place. …  

 

Peter Hain: Surely friends of Israel, like the Prime Minister and I, have a duty at this time 
to speak the truth? These attacks, despite the horrendous rocket assaults on Israel and 
the extremism of Hamas, are not “disproportionate”; in any other conflict they would be 
described as war crimes. … 

 

col 1155  The Prime Minister:  As a friend of Israel — the right hon. Gentleman said that  
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he is one too—I think we should always speak the truth, and I always have done with 
Israel, for instance in the case of illegal settlements. But I think another element of the 
truth is that if Hamas stopped the rocket attacks on Israel, the Israeli operation in Gaza 
would end and there would be a ceasefire. … 

 

col 1156  Menzies Campbell: My right hon. Friend asks what the reaction should be 
here, were we to be subject to such rocket attacks as those sustained by Israel. As a 
Member of Parliament, I would ask—indeed, demand—that our Government respond in 
a proportionate way, consistent with international law and with proper regard for the 
safety of innocent men, women and children. With all the sophisticated military 
technology at its disposal, can Israel really protect itself only by the kind of operations 
that the Secretary-General of the United Nations has called “atrocious”? 

 

The Prime Minister: Of course, we would urge every country to act in a way that is 
proportionate and consistent with international law. We believe in those norms of 
international law and uphold them ourselves, but it is worth putting ourselves for a minute 
in the shoes of the Israeli people who have suffered these rocket attacks and who quite 
sensibly ask their Government to take action to try to prevent them in the future. … 

 

Gerald Kaufman: Will the right hon. Gentleman condemn outright the Israeli massacre 
over the weekend at Shujai’iya of 67 Palestinian innocents whom Netanyahu has 
obscenely described as “telegenically dead”, together with the four innocent people killed 
today by the Israeli direct hit on the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades’ hospital? … While in no 
way condoning the actions of Hamas, I ask him to point out to Netanyahu, on the 
evidence of the two previous Israeli attacks on Gaza, that he can kill, but he cannot win. 

 

The Prime Minister: … we are increasing our funding for UNWRA to the tune of £2 
million … 
We do not support the idea that it is acceptable to have civilian casualties, and we would 
condemn the deliberate targeting of civilians—it is contrary to international law—but I 
repeat what I have already said: we have urged the Israelis to demonstrate restraint, to 
avoid civilian casualties and to find ways to bring this to an end, but the fastest way this 
can come to an end is for Hamas to stop firing rockets. … 

 

col 1159  Caroline Lucas: The Prime Minister said that the most recent bloodshed in 
Gaza and Israel had started with the Hamas rocket attacks. I deplore those attacks, but 
does the Prime Minister not accept that they are not happening in a vacuum, but are a 
consequence of the ongoing Israeli occupation and siege of Gaza? Given that this is the 
latest in a long line of Israeli breaches of international law, does he recognise the 
growing movement that is calling for an embargo on all military co-operation with Israel? 

 

The Prime Minister: I do not think that we should in any way seek to justify or explain 
away rocket attacks by Hamas on Israel. [Interruption.] That is, I am afraid, rather what it 
sounded like. We must be absolutely clear about the fact that we condemn those rocket 
attacks, and must make it clear that if they stopped there would be a ceasefire, and we 
could then make progress. …  

 

col 1160  Jeremy Corbyn: What representations has the Prime Minister ever made to 
the Government of Israel concerning its illegal settlements, its occupation of the west 
bank and the siege of Gaza, which has gone on for a long time and has led to 70% 
unemployment? Does he not think that the current crisis and the carnage in Gaza is 
caused essentially by the failure of Israel ever to recognise the rights, needs or justice of 
the Palestinian people …? 

 

The Prime Minister: … I have repeatedly made references … to illegal settlements and 
illegal occupation. … 

 

Frank Dobson: While Israel is rightly claiming its right of self-defence under international 
law, we cannot have international law for the Israelis and another international law for the 
Palestinians, and when is Britain, and more importantly the United States, going to bring 
pressure to bear to get the Israelis to comply with international law, to end the blockade 
of Gaza and the settlements on the west bank? 
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The Prime Minister: … we are very clear: international law applies to all sides. …  
 

col 1161  David Winnick: … if what did occur—100 killed yesterday, so many more 
injured; … four young lads playing hide and seek last week slaughtered by Israeli 
shelling—are not war crimes, what are war crimes? … 

 

The Prime Minister: What is certainly a war crime is launching unprovoked missile 
attacks on to the sovereign territory of another country … But we should be equally clear, 
as we are, that Israel, in acting in self-defence, must do so within international law. 

 

Richard Ottaway: … the correct definition is that the response should be proportionate 
“to the threat”. Does my right hon. Friend agree that Israel has no alternative but to go to 
find who is firing the missiles at it and to stop them? 

 

The Prime Minister: … that is the correct position. That is why Israel, understandably, 
feels under pressure to try to stop the missile attacks that have brought this situation 
about. … 

 

col 1164  Richard Burden: For the avoidance of doubt, will the Prime Minister agree that 
the targeting of civilians or wilful disregard for the lives of civilians is a crime, whether 
those civilians are flying in a civilian aircraft, sheltering in their homes in south Israel or 
sheltering in their homes in Gaza? … 

 

The Prime Minister: … the deliberate targeting of civilians is illegal. It is illegal whoever 
is doing it and we do not support it on any basis … 

 

Khalid Mahmood: What is the Government’s assessment of the reports that the Israelis 
are using illegal white phosphorus as part of their illegal campaign in Gaza? … 

 

The Prime Minister: I would certainly condemn the use of chemical weapons, whoever 
is using them. I have not seen reports or any evidence of the use of the weapons to 
which the hon. Gentleman refers …  

 

col 1165  Kate Hoey: … who would have the most influence on both Israel and Hamas to 
get … a ceasefire …? 

 

The Prime Minister: The only proposal on the table currently is the Egyptian proposal for 
a ceasefire and a process. We have said that we back that, the Israelis are willing to 
back that, and we need Hamas to back that as well. … 

 

col 1167  Crispin Blunt: … Israel is in consistent and, today, grievous breach of the 
Geneva conventions. What is my right hon. Friend doing to bring Israel back within the 
rule of law? 

 

The Prime Minister: … we believe in Israel’s right to defend itself, we believe that it 
needs to exercise restraint, to avoid civilian casualties and to find ways of bringing this to 
a close. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/14072
1-0001.htm#14072114000002  
 

col 1168  Seema Malhotra: Does the Prime Minister agree with Secretary of State Kerry 
that Israel is not doing enough to minimise civilian casualties? … 

 

The Prime Minister: I certainly agree with what John Kerry has been saying to the 
Israelis about the importance of reducing civilian casualties, exercising restraint and 
bringing an end to the conflict. 

 

col 1169  Mark Hendrick: Benjamin Netanyahu said on TV over the weekend that the 
US, the UK and others supported Israeli action in Gaza. Given that the Prime Minister 
said in his statement today that the indiscriminate targeting of men, women and children 
is a war crime, why does he not condemn Israeli actions, rather than just making excuses 
for them, as he has done today? 

 

The Prime Minister: I do not accept what the hon. Gentleman has said. It is important 
that the first thing we do is condemn the indiscriminate rocket attacks from Hamas from 
Gaza into Israel, without provocation, that have brought this situation about. 

 

col 1170  Rushanara Ali:  Does the Prime Minister stand by his  words of  2010  that  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0001.htm#14072114000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0001.htm#14072114000002
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blockaded Gaza “must not be allowed to remain a prison camp”? …  
 

The Prime Minister: … I have a consistent record, yes, of defending Israel’s right to 
defend itself, but also of speaking out when I think that wrong things are being done. … 

 

Mark Pritchard: … what evidence has the Prime Minister seen that Hamas has been 
using women and children as human shields in order to turn public opinion and to win the 
air war—the broadcast air war? 

 

The Prime Minister: … I do not have the expertise or information to be able to confirm 
exactly what Hamas’s tactics are, but certainly the accusation is made by many that it is 
indifferent to the loss of Palestinian life. … When the Israelis have adopted a ceasefire, 
why does not Hamas follow suit? 

 

col 1171  Bob Russell: … will he now confirm that the disproportionate action of Israel’s 
political and military leaders constitutes war crimes and that, as with the downed aircraft, 
criminal sanctions should not be ruled out? 

 

The Prime Minister: … I support Israel’s right to defend itself and that right has to be 
exercised in a proportionate way. … 

 

Geoffrey Robinson: … the most candid thing we can say now is that the massive land 
invasion is disproportionate and causing loss of civilian life, and that it will in no way 
enhance the long-term security of Israel … 

 

The Prime Minister: I think I have been very clear about what needs to happen, as, 
indeed, I was in 2006. 

 

col 1172  Liam Byrne: … the Israeli defence force is firing the most dangerous of 
weapons in the most dense of communities … What we really want to know in this House 
is what he will do today, tomorrow and through the week in the Security Council to stop 
the slaughter of the innocents in Gaza and beyond. 

 

The Prime Minister: I could not have been clearer that I think there needs to be restraint 
and the avoidance of civilian casualties, and the Israelis need to find a way to bring this 
to an end. … 

 

col 1173  Mike Weir: … when he is speaking to our European partners, will he press for 
a joint approach to allow the medical evacuation of serious injured Palestinians …? 

 

The Prime Minister: … I will look carefully at what he suggests about medical 
evacuations. … 

 

col 1174  Steve Brine: … All that Israel’s actions are doing is creating the next 
generation of highly motivated Hamas terrorists. … 

 

Andy Slaughter: The PM rightly spoke of his anger at the deaths in Ukraine and the 
dangers of turning a blind eye when big countries bully smaller countries. Will he apply 
those maxims to Gaza? Will he stop blaming the Palestinians for the murder of their own 
children? Will he show consistent resolve and equal action to uphold international law in 
dealing with Tel Aviv as with Moscow? 

 

The Prime Minister: … when it comes to condemning illegal settlements and to the 
importance of a two-state solution and when it comes to calling out on such issues on 
past occasions, I have always done so. … 

 

col 1175  Jack Dromey: … does the Prime Minister agree that while Israel uses 
overwhelming and disproportionate force with heartbreaking consequences in Gaza and 
continues to build settlements in the west bank, there will not be peace and security …? 

 

The Prime Minister: … there are many in Israel who accept a two-state solution, but at 
the moment the people who are preventing a two-state solution from even being on the 
table are Hamas, through their actions. … 

 

col 1176  Lyn Brown: … May I simply ask the Prime Minister what pressure he is 
prepared to apply, if he will not pursue economic sanctions against Israel, to ensure that 
Israel complies with international humanitarian law and exercises the restraint that he 
says he wants to see? 

 

The Prime Minister:   The   pressure   we   bring  to  bear … is  to  be  very  clear  in  our  
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interactions with them about what is acceptable and what is not acceptable. …  
 

Jim Fitzpatrick: The Prime Minister … stops short of accepting what I believe is the 
opinion of the majority of people in this place and in the country, which is that the Israeli 
response is not proportionate. … 

 

The Prime Minister: I am sure that the Israelis will be watching the debates in this 
House and international opinion carefully. One point that I made to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu was that international opinion supports Israel’s right to defend itself, but that it 
is in danger of losing the support of international opinion if anything happens that shows 
a lack of restraint and a lack of care about civilian casualties. At the same time, the 
message should go out from this House that there have been ceasefires called by the 
Israelis and not matched by Hamas. We must not wish that away or ignore it, because it 
is a crucial point. …  

 

col 1177  Robert Halfon: … Israel has faced not just 1,850 missiles, but 11,000 missiles 
fired from Gaza, even after the unilateral withdrawal and millions of tonnes of aid going 
from Israel into Gaza every year. Will my right hon. Friend also look at the source of the 
missiles, because Iran is supplying Hamas with the weapons? 

 

The Prime Minister: …If we are to de-escalate the conflict, we need to look at the 
source of the weapons, as well as at the people who are firing them. 

 

col 1178  Stephen Doughty: … does he believe Israel is acting in accordance with 
international law, the Geneva conventions —including on access for the Red Cross—and 
humanitarian principles? … 

 

The Prime Minister: I think it is very important that it does those things, which is why I 
said that it should exercise restraint, avoid civilian casualties and look at ways of bringing 
the conflict to an end. …  

 

Yasmin Qureshi: … One of the reasons for what is happening is that in Gaza, in the 
past 60 years more than 6 million Palestinians have been forced out of their homes, 
forced to live in squalor while moving from one country to another, unlawfully imprisoned 
and treated really badly. … I am sure that if all those people were given back the homes 
to which they are legally entitled, the ceasefire would occur immediately. 

 

The Prime Minister: … We have been staunch in our view that the settlement activity is 
illegal, and we have done a huge amount to try to bring about a two-state solution. … 

 

col 1179  Lilian Greenwood: … my constituents … find it hard to understand the Prime 
Minister’s view that that violence is proportionate … 

 

The Prime Minister: … the Israelis need to exercise restraint, obey the norms of 
international law, do more to avoid civilian casualties and help bring the situation to an 
end, but they would be assisted in that if Hamas agreed to the ceasefire that Israel has 
agreed to. …  

 

Steve Baker: Many of my constituents view today’s appalling humanitarian tragedy in the 
context not only of the rocket attacks but in the context of Israel’s full range of actions 
over many years, and they draw some of the most appalling conclusions—conclusions 
that I am reluctant to accept. … 

 

The Prime Minister: I absolutely agree with my hon. Friend that we should confront 
views that are not sound when we receive them—as perhaps he has—but we should try 
and lay out a vision, not least for the people of Israel, about why it is in their interest to 
have a two-state solution. … 

 

col 1180  Tom Clarke: … will the Prime Minister … urge the Israelis to stop using 
flechette shells in Gaza, which lead to lethal metal darts and innocent people being killed 
or maimed? … 

 

The Prime Minister: … On the issue of weapons, as I said earlier, I have not seen that 
evidence and I will look into it. … 

 

col 1181  Ian Murray: … Does the Prime Minister agree that the collective punishment of 
the Palestinians, which has seen many hundreds die, including many dozens of  children,  
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is disproportionate and a war crime? … 
 

The Prime Minister: Our response has been very clear to the Israelis: they have to obey 
the norms of international law, act proportionately, exercise restraint and avoid civilian 
casualties. 

 

Robin Walker: … May I urge the Prime Minister, on their behalf and mine, to use every 
diplomatic tool in the box to impress on both sides in this conflict the need to bring about 
a ceasefire, come to the table and work towards a long-term peace? 

 

The Prime Minister: … It is difficult to negotiate with an organisation that does not 
accept that the country with which we are negotiating has any right to exist. 

 

col 1182 Shabana Mahmood: Now that the Israeli ground offensive has moved into 
densely populated urban areas … the Israelis say that civilians should leave these areas. 
Given the Prime Minister’s own description of Gaza as an open-air prison camp, perhaps 
he could advise the men, women and children of Gaza as to where on Earth they are 
supposed to go? 

 

The Prime Minister: What we want for the people of Gaza is for them to have a country 
of their own—Palestine —that lives in peace next to Israel. … 

 

col 1183  Gavin Shuker: Does the Prime Minister accept that … Israel has not lived up 
to its previous commitments under previous ceasefires? Furthermore, does he accept 
that the normal test he would apply on the deliberate targeting of civilians starts to break 
down in an area as densely populated as Gaza? 

 

The Prime Minister: … in densely populated areas it is incredibly important that Israeli 
forces accept the norms of international law. … we need the Israelis to have a 
Palestinian partner with whom they can negotiate. That means that, over time, Hamas 
has to accept Israel’s right to exist and give up the use of violence. …  

 

Grahame Morris: There is a saying that if the truth is stretched thin enough, people start 
to see through it. … I ask the Prime Minister whether he can seriously tell the House that, 
had he been in power at the time of republican bombings in the United Kingdom, he 
would have sanctioned the use of carpet bombing, close range artillery and naval 
bombardment in parts of Belfast and Kilburn? 

 

The Prime Minister: I do not think the comparison is a fair and honest one. … 
 

Debbie Abrahams: … I am absolutely stunned by the Prime Minister’s change in tone. 
Will he unreservedly condemn the indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks on the 
Palestinian people, particularly civilian women and children, and the breaches of 
international law and the Geneva convention? 

 

The Prime Minister: I believe I have been thoroughly consistent over many years on this 
issue. It is very important that Israel obeys norms of international law. It is right to 
condemn it, for instance, over illegal settlement activity, and I do. It is right to push 
everyone towards a peace process. It is right to accept that Israel has a right to self 
defence, but it is right to be very clear that that means restraint, proportionality and 
avoiding civilian casualties. I could not have been clearer. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/14072
1-0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Points of Order 

Caroline Lucas: … In his response to my question on Gaza, the Prime Minister accused 
me of seeking to justify Hamas rocket attacks. Seeking to understand a conflict is very 
different from justifying it, yet so often in the Israel-Palestine debate it suits some to 
conflate the two, which is both lazy and unhelpful. Given that in my question I clearly said 
I deplored the rocket attacks, as I deplored the Israeli incursions, would it be appropriate 
to ask the Prime Minister to retract his earlier statement? 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0002.htm
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Mr Speaker: I do not think I have to ask the Prime Minister to do anything of the sort, to 
be honest, although he is perfectly welcome to come to the Dispatch Box, if he wishes. 
However, I say in all courtesy to the hon. Lady … that I was very happy for her to raise 
her point of order and put her concerns on the record … 

 

Jeremy Corbyn: … The Prime Minister appears still to be in the Chamber; he must have 
heard the question, and he knows the answer he gave, which was clearly a travesty of 
what my friend said. Should he not now apologise? 

 

Mr Speaker: These things are all a matter of context and interpretation. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/14072
1-0002.htm#14072114000003  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East 
Paul Flynn: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what reports 
she has received on projects in Gaza funded by (a) her Department and (b) the EU which 
have been damaged or destroyed by Israeli military hardware in July 2014; and what 
representations she has made to the Israeli government on this matter. [205493] 

Lynne Featherstone: Assessments are still under way as to the extent of any 
damage to UK or EU funded projects. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/text/140721w0
003.htm#14072134000150  
 
 

House of Lords Statement and Questions 

Ukraine (Shooting Down of MH17) and Gaza 
The Lord Privy Seal (Baroness Stowell of Beeston) (Con): My Lords, with the leave of 
the House, I will now repeat a Statement made by my right honourable friend the Prime 
Minister in another place. …  

 

col 983  Baroness Royall of Blaisdon: … It is intolerable to see the harrowing images 
of hospitals overwhelmed, mortuaries overflowing and parents devastated as they cradle 
their dying children. … Since the start of this conflict, 20 Israelis have been killed—18 of 
them soldiers. More than 500 Palestinians have been killed, including countless innocent 
young children. … Every death will fuel the hatred, embolden Israel’s enemies and recruit 
more supporters to terrorist groups. We abhor the firing of rockets by Hamas into Israel 
and we abhor the escalation of Israeli military action. Both must cease. …  
… The escalation of military action will not bring Israel lasting security. Rather, it deepens 
the insecurity and brings suffering and death to individuals and the devastation of 
innocent lives. … Does the noble Baroness share the concern expressed about Israeli 
use in Gaza of flechette shells, which spray out thousands of lethal metal darts? …  

 

col 985  Baroness Stowell of Beeston: … We have to be absolutely clear that the 
quickest way for the situation to be brought to an end is for Hamas to stop the rocket 
attacks on Israel. I agree that we need to make progress towards a two-state solution but 
that will not happen while there is no ceasefire and Hamas continues to fire rockets into 
Israel. That is the root cause of this and it needs to change—and change quickly—to 
bring peace to the Middle East. …  

 

col 986  Lord Warner:  … Can the Minister please give us some figures on the Israeli 
casualties arising from the 1,850 rockets? Will she also acknowledge that there is a slight 
disjunct in this Statement between the robustness in the Government’s response on 
Russia and their response on Israel? Will she recall that Israel is becoming a serial 
offender in this area? … Will the Government not consider taking the kind of robust 
resolution  to  the  United  Nations  that  they  are  doing  with  Russia,  in  relation  to  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0002.htm#14072114000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0002.htm#14072114000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/text/140721w0003.htm#14072134000150
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/text/140721w0003.htm#14072134000150
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disproportionate action taken by Israel? 
 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: … The people of Israel have the right to live without 
constant fear for their security and the people of Gaza have the right to live safely and in 
peace. … 

 

Baroness Deech: Does the noble Baroness agree that there is something distasteful 
about this concentration on numbers and proportionality? In recent months, some 2,000 
Palestinians have been killed in Syria without, I gather, much notice being taken in this 
House. The reason for the civilian casualties in Gaza appears to be that Hamas hides its 
weapons and rockets in schools, mosques and hospitals and is prepared to use civilians 
as a shield. One simply cannot therefore make a parallel between the two. If a country 
has to defend itself, I cannot imagine what the answer is to proportionality when the 
entire population of Israel is only 6 million, including 1 million Arabs. …  

 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: … we have been absolutely clear in our remarks to 
Israel about the needs for its response to be proportionate and to minimise any civilian 
casualties. … 

 

col 988  Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: … Proportionality is important in 
international law, so can the noble Baroness the Leader of the House tell us whether the 
Government believe that it is proportionate for Israel to have taken 500 lives and made 
83,000 people homeless as a result of its recent action? …  

 

col 990  Baroness Falkner of Margravine: … what is meant on page 6 of the 
Statement, where the Prime Minister says: “Those criticising Israel’s response must ask 
themselves how would they expect their own Government to react if hundreds of rockets 
were raining down on British cities today”?  … even at the height of the Northern Ireland 
Troubles, this was not an analogous situation, and any idea that it is disregards the 
history of the Middle East over 100 years. …  

 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: … We are also clear that the first step to bringing about 
peace is for Hamas to stop firing rockets at Israel. As I said when I repeated the 
Statement, Israel has taken steps to introduce a temporary ceasefire that was not 
reciprocated by Hamas. …  

 

col 991  Lord Campbell-Savours: … why there is such a big difference between the way 
that Israel is being treated in the crisis that it has created by occupying the West Bank of 
the Jordan and the far more vigorous treatment being meted out to the Russians when 
they have not even invaded a country? 

 

Lord Steel of Aikwood: Will my noble friend confirm that of the more than 500 civilians 
killed in Gaza, more than 100 were children? Will she therefore give the figure, which has 
been repeatedly asked for, for the number of Israeli citizens killed by Hamas rockets so 
that we can understand what the word “disproportionate” means? … 

 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: The number of Israeli civilians killed and injured by Gaza 
rockets amount to two killed and 13 treated for shrapnel-related injuries; 13 Israeli 
soldiers have been killed during the ground operation. But … this is not about comparing 
numbers. All loss of life is a real tragedy. It is important that we acknowledge that the 
rockets being fired from Gaza into Israel are indiscriminate. … Certainly, the most 
important first step in that would be for Hamas to stop firing its rockets. …  
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140721-
0002.htm#14072118000102  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made  to  the  government  of  Israel  concerning  the  damage  to  water  facilities  and  a  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140721-0002.htm#14072118000102
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140721-0002.htm#14072118000102
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pumping station in Gaza.[HL1005] 
The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): On 11 
July our Ambassador in Tel Aviv met with Major General Amos Gilad, Political-
Military Director at the Israeli Ministry of Defence, and raised the need to avoid 
civilian casualties, including from air strikes. We have not specifically raised with 
Israel damage to the Gazan pumping station, but we continue to work to de-
escalate the conflict and ensure that humanitarian aid reaches Gaza. 
I refer the noble Baroness to the Statement on Gaza made by the then Secretary 
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right Hon. Friend the Member 
for Richmond (York) (Mr Hague), which I repeated in the House of Lords on 14 
July, Official Report Column 434. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140721w0001.htm#140
72113000471 
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/14071
4-0001.htm#14071411000001  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to 
ensure that sufficient medical supplies and surgical equipment are sent to Gaza to cope 
with the escalating number of casualties there, and that there are sufficient fuel supplies 
to work generators.[HL1007] 

Baroness Northover (LD): We are in close contact with UN and non-
governmental agencies working in Gaza to make sure that priority needs are 
being addressed by the humanitarian community. UK aid is enabling UNRWA to 
continue providing basic health services and distribute fuel to ensure emergency 
water and sewage infrastructure can continue to function. Our support to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is helping medical supplies 
enter Gaza and providing surgical kits and blood for hospitals, as well as funding 
the repair of damaged water infrastructure. Our support to the UN Access 
Coordination Unit is also helping get essential supplies into Gaza, and to get the 
most urgent medical cases out of Gaza for treatment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140721w0001.htm#140
72113000478  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban urges all parties to rally around efforts to end bloodshed, obtain Israel-Gaza 
ceasefire 
… “Palestinians and Israelis deserve freedom – freedom from siege, rockets, missiles, 
artillery and airstrikes. They deserve a future of hope, peace and justice,” Mr. Ban said 
during a press encounter with Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Hassan Shokry Selim. 
… “This is a time of profound challenge in the region,” said the Secretary-General. “Yet 
again, too many civilians, including so many children, are paying the price for the latest 
escalation. The images we see sear the soul.” … 
“Also, it is not enough to simply return to where things stood before the latest round of 
bloodshed. “Going back to the status quo ante won’t solve the problem, it will only defer it 
for another day. It will not stop the bloodshed, it will make it even worse the next time the 
cycle rolls over the people of Gaza and plagues the people of Israel,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48317#.U858ZoCSwbc  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140721w0001.htm#14072113000471
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140721w0001.htm#14072113000471
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140721w0001.htm#14072113000478
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140721w0001.htm#14072113000478
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=2297#.U82Lb_ldUvQ
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48317#.U858ZoCSwbc
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Gaza: UN issues emergency appeal, begins airlift to meet urgent humanitarian 
needs 
The United Nations agency assisting Palestinian refugees has issued an emergency 
appeal for $60 million to respond to the urgent humanitarian needs of the people of 
Gaza, including tens of thousands who have fled their homes in the wake of the current 
Israeli military offensive. 
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East also 
noted today the number of displaced people seeking safety in its facilities exceeds 
84,000 and may soon reach 100,000. … 
The main priority for humanitarian agencies continues to be the provision of food, water, 
mattresses and hygiene items, as well as fuel for essential water, health and sewage 
facilities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48315#.U85_9ICSwbc 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
 
 

http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/dubai-begins-humanitarian-airlift-unrwa-gaza
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48315#.U85_9ICSwbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
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Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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