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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Assisted Dying Bill, Second Reading 
includes: 
col 775  Lord Falconer of Thoroton: My Lords, in the last stages of a terminal illness, 
there are people who wish to end their life rather than struggle for the last few months, 
weeks, days or hours. Often it is not the pain that motivates such a wish, but the loss of 
independence and dignity. … Many people, caring so much for those they leave behind, 
are dying earlier and alone because they fear implicating their loved ones in a criminal 
enterprise. … 
It is time for a change in the law, but only a very limited and safeguarded change. Good-
quality end-of-life care can alleviate much of the suffering of the dying process and we 
must continue to strive to improve it. However, a minority of those who are dying, no 
matter how good the end-of-life care, do not wish to go on struggling. The principle of this 
Bill is that those who are terminally ill should have choice over how they die, but subject 
to effective safeguards that prevent pressure or abuse. It would lead not to more deaths, 
but to less suffering. Disabled or older people without a terminal illness would not be 
eligible for an assisted death. The Bill does not legalise voluntary euthanasia where a 
doctor directly administers life-ending medication; rather, it provides that the final act in 
an assisted death must be taken by a patient who has mental capacity both at the time of 
the request and at the time of their death. … 
Some say that the courts should be involved as an additional safeguard before an 
assisted death occurs. We should constructively consider that issue in Committee. 
Others say that the change in the law will place pressure to take that option on those who 
are dying. I disagree. … Some say that the current law should just be allowed to 
continue. They are wrong. Without intending to be, and despite the very best efforts of 
those who seek to enforce it, the current law provides the option of an assisted death to 
those rich enough to go abroad; for the rest, it provides despair and often a lonely, cruel 
death—and no adequate safeguards. … 
Some say that the Bill devalues the lives of those who are disabled and puts pressure on 
them to take the option of an assisted death. I disagree. The option of an assisted death 
is available only to those who are terminally ill and is available to the disabled on the 
same basis as everyone else. …  

 

col 778  Lord Mackay of Clashfern: … The Bill proposes that assistance to suicide will 
be made lawful within six months, reasonably estimated, of death. What  is  the  principle  
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that gives such an importance to six months? Why should a course of action that may 
attract a prison sentence suddenly become lawful because a person is thought to be 
within six months of death? …  

 

col 781  Lord Lester of Herne Hill: … Patients have the right to life. They also have the 
right to personal autonomy and dignity. … Unless the criminal law and good medical 
practice are clear, conscientious doctors, seeking to act in the best interests of their 
terminally ill patients, and the terminally ill patients themselves, are left in a state of 
uncertainty and anxiety. …  

 

Baroness O'Neill of Bengarve: … the Bill does rather little to assist the dying. That 
noble purpose would require legislation that entitles all of us in our dying months, weeks 
and days to the necessary help and care, and pain relief, whether or not we are 
competent to choose.  … the Bill does little to support the choices of those who are 
dying. A Bill that centred on protecting the choice of those who are dying would 
concentrate on choices to refuse treatment, which can be, but so often are not, set out in 
advance directives, or choices about where to die. … The Bill supports only the choices 
of the few who might choose to commit suicide. 
… the Bill is not about altering the law on suicide. Suicide is not now a crime. It would be 
impossible to prosecute those who succeed.  … So, we are dealing with a proposal to 
amend the law on aiding and abetting suicide. There are many good reasons, which I 
need hardly spell out, why we need legislation that makes it an offence to aid and abet 
another’s suicide. …  

 

col 783  The Archbishop of York: … The Bill is about asserting a philosophy, which not 
only Christians but also other thoughtful people of good will who have had experience in 
care for the dying must find incredible—that is, the ancient Stoic philosophy that ending 
one’s life in circumstances of distress is an assertion of human freedom. That it cannot 
be. Human freedom is won only by becoming reconciled with the need to die, and by 
affirming the human relations we have with other people. Accepting the approach of 
death is not the attitude of passivity that we may think it to be. Dying well is the positive 
achievement of a task that belongs with our humanity. …  

 

col 787  Baroness Greengross: … the Bill is not a case of giving someone a new right. 
It is just the opposite. Without it, at its most basic, we are going to deny certain people 
who are terminally ill and have become disabled the right that every other adult has in 
this country: the right to terminate their life. … However, if there are worries, I share 
them. I do not want anybody to be abused, to be forced to think they must die. Our real 
goal is to ensure that sufficient safeguards that make people feel easier with the Bill are 
put in place in Committee; it is not to deny a few people the rights that everyone else in 
this country enjoys. …  

 

col 788  Lord Tebbit: … Lady Greengross, referred several times to the “right” that we all 
have to take our own lives. We do not have that right; we have only the capacity to do it. 
… last year, the Daily Telegraph exposed the doctors who performed six selective late 
abortions. We now know that there are doctors who pre-signed wads of blank certificates 
without even knowing the names of the women concerned, certifying, without seeing or 
knowing who they were, that their health would be at risk without a late abortion. The 
CPS left it to the BMA to deal with those doctors. The BMA did nothing. Will there be 
doctors pre-signing the certificates prescribed by the Bill? What will the sanctions be 
against those who do so? …  

 

col 792  Baroness Finlay of Llandaff: … Today’s doctors are worn down by workload. 
They do not know their patients in detail. They know only what they are told in a brief 
encounter. They cannot possibly detect coercion from family. … What about subtle 
coercion from staff attitudes that are negative or instil hopelessness? 
The signature of a second doctor provides no assurance. Who is going to find this 
second doctor? He or she is likely to be known to the first doctor as someone who sees 
physician-assisted suicide as a reasonable response to severe progressive illness. Let 
us not forget that Dr Shipman’s 176 cremation forms were all countersigned by a  second  
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doctor. …  
 

col 793  Lord Mawhinney: … We have twice been told that more than 70% of the public 
think that this is a good idea. But we have not yet been told that in the very same polls, 
47% thought that it would lead to abuse of elderly and people who are dying. …  

 

col 794  Lord MacKenzie of Culkein: … as a nurse … I have always understood the 
central tenet of nursing to be duty of care—about promoting and maintaining health, 
preventing and/or treating illness and injury and helping patients to recover and, where 
that is not possible, giving the best quality of life until death. I do not believe that giving 
the best quality of life until death can include the nurse delivering and assisting the 
patient to ingest a lethal lytic cocktail on the authorisation of an attending physician. …  
I do not want nurses to be in a position where in the course of their normal duties a 
patient might say—it could be said as a joke, but it might be said seriously out of concern 
by a vulnerable patient—“I hope, nurse, you’re not one of these who assist dying”, or 
perhaps in the more vernacular, “I hope you’re not one of these who bumps people off”. 
Many in the medical profession say, rightly, that assisted dying facilitated by a physician 
will fundamentally alter the patient/doctor relationship. In my opinion, that applies in 
exactly the same way to the nursing profession. … 

 

col 799  Lord Mawson: … Imagine a western doctor trying to understand the inner 
emotions and family conversations taking place with this Bengali man. I have worked 
with this community for 30 years and am still struggling to understand the inner workings 
of another culture I am not a part of. Are we saying in this case that it would have to be 
two Bengali doctors who make the decision and, if so, which bit of Bangladesh would 
they be expected to come from? Could we be certain that there would always be a 
Bengali doctor on hand? Indeed, if there was, how would we test what family connections 
there were and what family conflicts there had been in the past that the doctor might be 
unintentionally connected with? … What training do our doctors have to be able to 
demonstrate this wisdom of Solomon in our inner cities when we live in multicultural 
communities? When faced with a human circumstance like this … They will be 
unsighted, I suggest, on nine-10ths of the human picture that will affect the decision. … 
so much of this debate has been about, “Me, me, me; my rights, my life, my choice”. Yet 
we human beings are fundamentally social creatures; we are not islands floating 
aimlessly in a sea, but are part of a family, a community and a culture. What we do as 
individuals has profound rational and irrational affects upon us all. Human beings can 
achieve great things, but we can also behave like sheep, and once the herd starts to 
move on this it may well move together and we will not be able to stop or fully understand 
its inner logic. The people who will pay the price will be not the well meaning but the 
vulnerable. …  

 

col 806  Lord Harries of Pentregarth: … if the Bill is passed, it is absolutely certain that 
one that allows people with severe illness at any age to seek lethal drugs would follow in 
the course of time. The reason is simple: if we are moved by compassion for people who 
have only six months to live, how much more do we feel compassion for someone who 
may have a totally incapacitated life ahead of them for years, if not decades, such as 
poor Daniel James, the young paraplegic injured in a rugby accident? It is totally 
inconsistent to argue for autonomy in the case of those who are dying and not others 
who may be in even greater distress. 
Many supporters of the Bill in this House have been quite honest in saying that they see 
it as a first, tactical step to obtain what they are really working for. … 
The noble and learned Lord, Lord Falconer, stressed that there is no slippery slope. He 
says that the law you get is the law you enact, but one law can follow another. The 
rational case can be made for all the steps I have described, but that rational case is 
based on exactly the reasons behind this Bill: the overriding of personal autonomy over 
everything else and the desire or pressure to alleviate suffering at whatever cost. …  

 

col 809  Baroness Campbell of Surbiton: … This Bill is about me. I did not ask for it 
and I do not want it but it is about me nevertheless. Before anyone disputes this, imagine  
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that it is already law and that I ask for assistance to die. Do your Lordships think that I 
would be refused? No; you can be sure that there would be doctors and lawyers willing to 
support my right to die. Sadly, many would put their energies into that rather than 
improving my situation or helping me to change my mind. The Bill offers no comfort to 
me. It frightens me because, in periods of greatest difficulty, I know that I might be 
tempted to use it. It only adds to the burdens and challenges which life holds for me. …  
I am afraid that assisted dying will bring back outdated beliefs that devalue disabled and 
terminally ill people, when we have tried so hard to get away from them. Small wonder 
then if some succumb to those beliefs and see premature death as the only answer. 
Small wonder if family, friends, doctors and others see it as their duty to support that 
goal. It appears easier, cheaper and quicker—and it is. …  

 

col 813  Viscount Craigavon: … I am astonished that we are still being told by some to 
take comfort that suffering is somehow a virtue. Some people still also take refuge in 
asserting that palliative care is the answer to everything. Like most people, I 
wholeheartedly support palliative care and its extension, but we have had numerous 
descriptions and reports of conditions where in 10% or 15% of cases such care is not 
successful or not wanted. Individual choice should be respected. …  

 

col 815  Lord Stone of Blackheath: … Assisted dying will not cause people to die—their 
terminal illnesses are going to be what kills them—but a law which enables assisted 
dying would stop people living the end of their life in fear of a terrible death. …  

 

col 816  Lord Macdonald of River Glaven: … if this Bill passes into law it will, I believe, 
herald a fundamental and irreversible shift in the attitude of the state to the deliberate 
application of death. If it takes place, I am sure that this shift will in time, and perhaps not 
long into the future, bring further changes in our approach to death by human hand. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-
0001.htm#14071854000545  
 

col 823  Baroness Wheatcroft: … I am appalled when I hear that the two doctors who, 
in theory, are required to sanction abortions in this country, apparently routinely sign the 
forms without ever seeing the mother in question or even her medical records. So this Bill 
will need to make the most stringent demands on the doctors who are to be involved in 
potentially accelerating death. … However, I do not think that we should believe … that 
we are risking creating a generation of Dr Deaths … 
I struggle with the concept of a mother’s right to choose to end the life of a healthy baby, 
but I have absolutely no doubt about the right of an individual to choose when their life is 
very nearly over that they would like to go with dignity. … 

 

Baroness Grey-Thompson: … We have to recognise that not everyone’s motives are 
altruistic; not everyone has a caring family. People can be coerced. We do not live in a 
halcyon world where choice generally exists for everyone. … It is difficult to measure 
whether choice is being freely given or not. Will two doctors really have time accurately to 
assess this? For many people, life is something that happens to them or even passes 
them by. They have no choice—and, soon, they could have less. … 
The Bill suggests that people could be offered other alternatives—but what if you live in 
the wrong postcode or no alternative is available? Then there appears to be only one 
choice. In essence, it would be licensing assisted suicide within the National Health 
Service. …  
Becky got in touch with me this morning and said that a doctor very recently told her—I 
quote verbatim—“You cost the NHS too much money. It would be better off if you were 
dead”. …  
Finally, the noble and learned Lord, Lord Falconer, wrote in his own inquiry, when 
referring to whether this provision was for disabled people: “not at this moment in time”. 
This is why I and many others are deeply worried. …  

 

col 827  Baroness Cumberlege: … So what are the realities of this Bill? The hope that 
the GP,  who  has known us all our life,  will spend three or four  sessions  counselling us  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0001.htm#14071854000545
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0001.htm#14071854000545
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about our expectations of life and death is pie in the sky. Most people are registered with 
a practice, often a large one, which is open five days a week for 10 hours. Any doctor 
may see us. The doctor of our choice may, allowing for holidays and training courses, be 
available for 25% of the hours in a year. With a list as long as your arm, time for long, 
philosophical chats and analysing medical uncertainties is really not on. … 
More legal doses are given at weekends when staff are short, tempers frayed and the 
drunks are rolling in, causing mayhem. Doctors are busy. They will sign death certificates 
en bloc for trusted colleagues. The doctor who questions will be sidelined. It was not 
meant to happen but it is practical. The same will happen with the high hopes of the Bill. 
We are not talking about a slippery slope. This is a glacier. … 
The NHS is magnificent but it loses notes and muddles patients’ names. Bits of paper 
saying “Please put me down” will end up in the wrong place with the wrong person. If we 
extrapolate the Dutch experience, we would expect up to 40,000 deaths per annum in 
seven or eight years’ time. Is this really the triumph we seek? Is this compassion? Is this 
humanity? …  

 

col 834  Lord Hameed: … We should remember that laws do more than just regulate. 
They also change the culture. A law that says that it is acceptable for doctors to involve 
themselves in bringing about the deaths of this or that group of patients—in this case, 
people who are terminally ill—sends the message that this or that group should be seen 
as candidates for death rather than as patients to be cared for. …  

 

col 838  Lord Winston: … we have been talking intensively in this debate about the 
dignity of a planned death. I do not believe in that planned death being dignified. There is 
much more dignity in many ways in being able to ensure that people wherever possible 
die with their relatives around them in an unplanned death …  

 

Baroness Richardson of Calow: … If the Bill is not passed, that does not mean the end 
of assisted dying. It will still go on unregulated, unrecorded and capable of causing great 
guilt and shame to those who are caught up in it and who risk suspicion and prosecution. 
The dying will still request and plead for help in getting rid of a body that has become a 
burden to them. Sympathetic doctors and distraught families will collude in bringing about 
death. Some will take matters into their own hands and die alone so as not to implicate 
others. Some will die sooner than they need to because they fear losing the capacity to 
be able to act later. Compassionate people will still risk prosecution and police and courts 
will still agonise over the motives of surviving family members. 
I am a Christian. I believe in the sanctity of life. I believe that life is a gift of God to be 
used responsibly with respect and generosity for the good of others. We live in 
relationships and a community and our choices affect others as well. When the Bible 
says there is, “a time to be born, and a time to die”, we are not passive players in that. 
We manipulate conception, we permit abortion, we interfere with the processes of birth 
and we postpone death by surgical intervention and drug therapy, yet we refuse to allow 
the means which are there to reduce the length of the dying process, even when days of 
suffering and distress are not alleviated by devoted care. …  
This Bill is an enabling Bill. For those who do not meet its qualifications or meet its 
qualifications but choose not to die, it is irrelevant. But for those people who want to die 
and wish to do so within the law, it is crucial. …  

 

col 842  Lord Sherbourne of Didsbury: … I want to touch very briefly on one aspect, 
which was triggered by an article in yesterday’s Telegraph by the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi 
Mirvis, who opposes the Bill. He said: “There is no greater value in Judaism than the 
sanctity of life … It is a gift from God and it is not ours to cut short. Life has an absolute 
value”. 
He carefully used the word “absolute”—in other words, it is not qualified or diminished in 
any way and not relative. I stand to be corrected, but I have no reason to believe that the 
Chief Rabbi is a pacifist and I presume therefore that he believes in self-defence. If one 
believes in self-defence, you have to decide at what point the taking of life is justified to 
defend life; and, in deciding that,  you  engage  in  some  form  of  utilitarian  calculation. I  
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question the Chief Rabbi’s use of the word “absolute”; … 
When the Chief Rabbi says there is no greater value in Judaism than the sanctity of life, 
we understand and totally respect that he would never contemplate ending his own life— 

 

Lord Winston: Has it occurred to the noble Lord that self-defence is the preservation of 
life? 

 

Lord Sherbourne of Didsbury: I understand that. The point I was making was that when 
you engage in self-defence, you are in the process also of risking and taking life for that 
objective. That involves a calculation. 
When the Chief Rabbi says there is no greater value than the sanctity of life, we 
understand that he would not contemplate taking his own. But are these people who 
could never contemplate taking their own lives because of their convictions saying that 
people who do not share those convictions should nevertheless be bound by them? 
Surely not, if you believe in religious freedom. All of us have our own moral beliefs, and it 
is society’s job to decide where morality and the law should overlap and then to shape 
the law accordingly. That is what this Bill seeks to do. …  

 

col 846  Lord Davies of Stamford: … There should be a second option available to us 
… That is the right to choose one’s moment of death—to be conscious right up to the last 
moment if one so wishes and to have one’s family available. I say to my noble friend Lord 
Winston that, if possible, if you do it in that way—if you know that you will be able to kill 
yourself at a particular moment of your own choosing, in your own way—you can make 
sure that all your family are there. That is a very important point for many of us. Then you 
will not have a situation with a family holding on for days while the patient is in a coma, 
waiting for the moment. Some of them will probably miss it because they have gone out 
to get a meal or something of that kind, which would be very distressing for them, quite 
apart from being very sad for the patient. 
Therefore, I believe that the alternative that would be provided by the Bill would be the 
most dignified way of dying. …  

 

col 856  Lord Sheikh: … The Bill would completely change the state’s role in people’s 
lives, the role of doctors in care and the way in which we look at the ill and the sick. … A 
change in the law that effectively puts state-sanctioned killing in the hands of doctors 
would completely change the way that the public look at health professionals. …  

 

col 858  Lord Shipley: … I believe individuals have a human right to exercise their own 
choice to end their own suffering. … But that human right for me does not mean that it 
must transcend the human rights of others to safety and security under the law. No 
person should feel threatened by any change in the law. … 
I have deep reservations about the Bill as it stands. The safeguards seem very weak. 
Surely it is not enough to have only the promise of an undefined code of practice to be 
issued by the Secretary of State. I think we run the risk of unintended consequences. 
… How will it be known that there is a reasonable expectation that an illness is terminal 
within six months? Why are only two doctors required? Who will select those doctors? 
How will it be known that a patient’s mental capacity is unimpaired, particularly if the 
doctors do not know the patient? How will it be known that a patient is making an 
informed decision free from pressure or coercion? And, crucially for me, why is there is 
no judge or examining magistrate involved in the case? …  

 

col 864  Lord Howarth of Newport: … If the Bill becomes law we cross a Rubicon. We 
would have made it legal deliberately to terminate the lives of our innocent fellows before 
their natural term. To legalise is at least to go a long way to normalise, even to routinise. I 
am worried about a progressive coarsening of the sensibility of our society. I am sure that 
if the Bill becomes law it will distort the ethos of the medical and nursing professions. 
“Thus far and no further” may seem to be rock solid today, but it will crumble tomorrow. 
There will quickly be pressures of compassion and economics—so many dependent 
people, so little public funding available—to extend the scope of the legislation. It will be 
a short step to legislate for physician-assisted suicide for those suffering great distress 
with non-terminal illness,  and  then  other short  steps to euthanasia for infants born with  
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disabilities or people with dementia. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0002.htm  
 

col 871  Baroness Young of Old Scone: … under the current legislation, we simply do 
not know whether pressure is being exerted or not. An estimated 300 people are helped 
to die each year by friends and family, an estimated 1,000 people are assisted to die by 
medical practitioners and a number of people travel to Dignitas. We do not, at the 
moment, under the current legislation, know at all whether they have been put under 
pressure. …  
If the Bill passes, people will not have to choose assisted dying. I have had to have quite 
distressing correspondence and e-mails with people who seem to think that, if the Bill 
goes through, they will have to choose to die. They will not have to choose to die; they 
will have the right to choose the death that they think best. …  

 

col 873  Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws: … This Bill carries us unfortunately across 
a line. It takes us to a different place and to deny that is not right. I believe that it will 
change the moral landscape. The question is whether we are creating a climate of 
greater compassion or stimulating a climate of chillier decision-making. Are we raising 
the bar of humanity or are we creating a society where our ethics are made of coarser 
cloth? We could with good intentions be planting a seed that bears unexpected fruit, so 
that we end up with different calibrations about the quality of life and about humanity. 
What is exceptional today so easily becomes standardised tomorrow. …  

 

col 875  Lord Finkelstein:  … I remember, when running for Parliament, encountering a 
woman who told me that she was not going to vote Conservative because she thought 
that William Hague had a silly voice. “If you don’t mind me saying so”, I replied, “that’s 
not a very good reason”. “I do mind you saying so”, she said, “because it’s my reason”. It 
was her reason; she was entitled to it. 
Failing to legislate for assisted dying is substituting our reason—Parliament’s reason and 
the state’s reason—for that of the dying person on the grounds that we are of sound 
mind and strong, and the dying person is not. We are even doing this explicitly. We say, 
for instance, that people should not have this power because they might use it as a result 
of a fear of being a burden on their relatives. But why should that feeling be illegitimate? 
Not wanting to be a burden is a perfectly understandable and naturally human attitude. 
One might try to dissuade a relative—one certainly would in my case—but it is wrong to 
make that emotion illegal. The state is arguing, “If you don’t mind us saying so, that isn’t 
a very good reason”. I want people to be able to reply, “I do mind you saying so, because 
it is my reason”. …  

 

col 880  Lord Phillips of Sudbury:  … whether or not one kills oneself is not an 
individual decision. … There is no conceivable way that me killing myself is just for me. It 
is not just a question of the repercussions for one’s family, there are repercussions for 
society as well. I have to admit that I am very concerned about that because of the 
pressure that will inadvertently be brought to bear on vulnerable people if this measure 
goes through. It is absolutely certain to happen, and I believe that it will happen often. I 
do not think that we should pretend that by tinkering with the language we can overcome 
that problem because it is huge. …  

 

col 883  Lord Rowe-Beddoe:  … I wonder how many noble Lords have seen a poster on 
the wall of Westminster Underground Station commending legislation on assisted 
suicide. The poster bears words typical of the sleight of hand that some campaigning for 
this legislation have used. It says, “No more will die, but fewer will suffer”. Let us look at 
that statement for a moment. It is telling us that, if we agree to change the law and supply 
terminally ill people with lethal drugs so that they can end their lives, no more people will 
die as a result. That is self-evident, I suppose—but the same argument will surely be 
used to justify supplying lethal drugs to anyone else, because we are all going to die 
sooner or later. If we die by suicide, in the words of the poster, “No more will die”. It is a 
very dangerous statement. … A fundamental issue is how  many  deaths  by  suicide  we  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0002.htm
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are prepared to assist. As a society, we go to considerable lengths to discourage and 
prevent suicide deaths, and rightly so. But the noble and learned Lord’s Bill, whatever its 
good intentions, stands this on its head. … 

 

col 886  Lord Gold: … I am worried about abuse in the form of what I will call low-key 
coercion: subliminal messages coming from what appears to be well-thinking family 
members, demonstrating to their loved ones how distressed they are at the condition 
they are in, at the pain they are experiencing. They will say, “We will be there with you. 
We will be with you constantly to give support”. We know from research undertaken in 
the United States that the majority of patients who have suffered assisted suicide have 
done so out of compassion for their family and loved ones, not because they have 
formed a clear and certain intention to end their own lives. Add to that the subliminal 
coercion to which I have referred and we have a most worrying risk that the Bill 
demonstrably fails to address. …  

 

col 890  Lord Morrow:  … We are regularly told by proponents of the Bill that there is 
overwhelming support for allowing assisted suicide. The contention that between 70% 
and 80% of the public support this Bill is presented as a foundational justification for the 
Bill before us today. But how robust is that? Polling conducted last weekend by ComRes 
for the charity CARE and published by various media outlets today, including the 
Telegraph, confirms that 73% of people support assisted suicide while 12% oppose it. 
However, when people are informed about the various public safety considerations, 
those figures change dramatically. Some 42% of those who initially supported the idea of 
assisted suicide change their minds. The end result is that the 73% in favour to 12% 
against becomes 43% in favour to 43% against. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0003.htm  
 

col 919  The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Faulks):  … the Government 
believe that any change in the law in this emotive area is an issue of individual 
conscience. In our view, it is rightly a matter for Parliament to decide rather than 
government policy. Taking a neutral position on an issue of conscience, though, is not 
the same as doing nothing. The Government must of course be concerned with the 
fitness for purpose of any legislation that may reach the statute book. That is not to 
suggest that the Government will seek to block the Bill at a later stage if the consensus of 
this House is that it should proceed; rather, we should seek to correct any drafting 
deficiencies and to ensure that the law would operate in the way that Parliament 
intended. …  

 

Bill read a second time and committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0004.htm  
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-10617 John Mason: Current Middle East Conflict—That the Parliament notes 
with great regret the loss of life following the recently renewed conflict between Israel and 
Palestine; considers that both sides have genuine concerns for the wellbeing of their 
citizens in the face of real or perceived aggression on the part of larger nations in the 
region; believes that it is not helpful for Scotland or other western nations to back either 
Palestine or Israel and that Scotland and the UK should seek to act as peacemakers 
without taking sides, and further believes that it is only if all countries that support 
Palestine or Israel either financially or militarily enter serious negotiations that there can 
be any hope of lasting peace in the Middle East. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0004.htm
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-10617&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
 

Scottish Government 

Scotland prepared to accept Palestinian refugees 
… External Affairs Minister Humza Yousaf said: “The start of a ground offensive is a 
serious and worrying development. … “The worsening humanitarian situation in Gaza 
has been well documented and the UN now estimates that over 18,000 people have 
been internally displaced. I have today written to the Home Secretary and told her that 
Scotland would be willing to accept Palestinian refugees and urged the UK to also play a 
part in easing the refugee crisis in Gaza and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Scotland-prepared-to-accept-Palestinian-refugees-
ed5.aspx 
 
 

Irish Congress of Trade Unions 

Reasons to Rally for Gaza 
Since January 2006, Israel has killed well over 3,000 Palestinians men, women and 
children in Gaza by military action. This number is tragically rising with Israel's latest 
military offensive 'Operation Protective Edge'. …  
The collective punishment of a civilian population and the indiscriminate and 
disproportionate use of force against the people of Gaza by the Government of Israel is a 
profound breach of International Humanitarian Law (the Fourth Geneva Convention 
1949). 
The current Israeli offensive is the third occasion within six years that the Israeli 
government has demonstrated to the world that it believes it can act with impunity when it 
comes to the mass killings of Palestinian civilians. … 
The last Israel offensive in November 2012 ended with a deal, brokered by Egypt. It 
provided for the lifting of the blockade, which has strangled the Gazan economy. 
The ceasefire by Hamas that ensued brought peace to southern Israel. But the Israeli 
government did not honour its obligations under the deal and for the people of Gaza 
there was no peace dividend as the blockade continued. … 
While we must reject any of the violence including the firing of comparatively primitive 
rockets from Gaza into Southern Israel the primary responsibility for the current crisis lies 
with the state of Israel and the continuing unconditional support of the US and the EU for 
its actions. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ictuni.org/news/2014/07/18/reasons-to-rally-for-gaza-3pm-sat-19-july-belfast/  
 
Gaza – ICTU demands an immediate ceasefire 
… Already, over 200 residents have been killed the open-air prison which Gaza has 
become. The advanced weaponry of the Israeli Defence Forces and Israel's 'Iron Dome' 
have made the rockets of Hamas even more pointless and futile. Israel has the entire 
population of the Gaza strip at its mercy - and it is showing no mercy at all. 
The present military siege of Gaza is an escalation of the blockade under which innocent 
civilians have been suffering for years. Now that the military regime in Egypt has 
abandoned them, the people of Gaza have no allies left in the region. 
It follows that there is a moral imperative on all people of good will in this society to show 
their support for the people of Gaza and stand up to bullies and those who make excuses 
for their thuggery. 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-10617&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-10617&ResultsPerPage=10
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Scotland-prepared-to-accept-Palestinian-refugees-ed5.aspx
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Scotland-prepared-to-accept-Palestinian-refugees-ed5.aspx
http://www.ictuni.org/news/2014/07/18/reasons-to-rally-for-gaza-3pm-sat-19-july-belfast/


 10

 

For many years, the trade union movement has taken a principled and consistent stand 
for peace and a democratic settlement in the Middle East. Only last month, we stood with 
the ethnic minorities of Northern Ireland against racist bullies, just as we have been 
standing up to sectarian bullies in the workplaces of Northern Ireland. In that spirit, we do 
so yet again - standing up for the victims of Israeli rockets and the irresponsible actions 
of the Hamas leadership. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ictuni.org/news/2014/07/17/gaza-ictu-demands-an-immediate-ceasefire-
belfast-c/  
 
 

Council of the European Union 

Declaration on behalf of the European Union on the escalation in the Gaza Strip 
We are very concerned about the escalation in the Gaza Strip including the resumption of 
rocket fire into Israel and the Israeli ground operation. … 
We have already witnessed too many civilian deaths, including many children such as 
those killed on a beach in Gaza. We strongly deplore such incidents and we call for them 
to be investigated swiftly. We condemn the continued firing of rockets from Gaza into 
Israel by Hamas and other militant groups and the indiscriminate targeting of civilians. 
We share the UN condemnation of the placement of rockets in a UN school. Israel has 
the right to protect its population from this kind of attacks. In doing so, it must act 
proportionately and ensure the protection of civilians at all times. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/144043.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Middle East: As fighting worsens, UN chief heads to region to help broker solution 
… Briefing the Security Council on the latest developments, Under-Secretary-General for 
Political Affairs Jeffrey Feltman said the Secretary-General is “prepared to do his part” to 
help the parties end the violence and find a way forward. 
While Israel has legitimate security concerns, the United Nations “is alarmed by Israel’s 
heavy response,” said Mr. Feltman. 
While it was “indiscriminate rocket fire from Gaza into Israel” that ended yesterday’s five-
hour humanitarian pause, he said, the Israel Defense Force (IDF) has so far conducted 
four ground incursions into Gaza and some 90 airstrikes, firing 91 missiles, as well as 
more than 500 shells. 
Palestinians, meanwhile, have fired some 127 rockets and 29 mortar shells at Israel, 
during the same period. … 
In a statement issued by his spokesperson last night, the Secretary-General called for an 
immediate end to the “indiscriminate firing of rockets by Hamas into Israel and Israeli 
retaliatory action.” … 
Mr. Ban is currently reviewing a request by Mr. Abbas which would place Palestine under 
an international protection system administered by the UN. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48308#.U8vwhoCSwbc 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ictuni.org/news/2014/07/17/gaza-ictu-demands-an-immediate-ceasefire-belfast-c/
http://www.ictuni.org/news/2014/07/17/gaza-ictu-demands-an-immediate-ceasefire-belfast-c/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/144043.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7875
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48308#.U8vwhoCSwbc
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Other Relevant Information 

Electoral Commission 

Charities and Campaigning 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/165961/intro-
campaigning-charities-npc.pdf  
 
 

Equalities and Human Rights Commission 

Gender Segregation at Events and Meetings – Guidance for Universities and 
Student’s Unions  
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/Guidance%20for%
20universities%20and%20students%20unions%2017-07-14.pdf  
 
Wales Committee Vacancies 
… This role is about working creatively to tackle discrimination and promote equality and 
human rights in Wales. … Supporting the Wales Commissioner, the Committee oversees 
the development and delivery of strategic priorities in Wales, advises Welsh Government 
and represents the Commmission in Wales through meeting and listening to people 
across the country. … 
For information and application form see 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/devolved-authorities/commission-
wales/wales-committee-vacancies  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
** Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-
0001.htm#14071854000545  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
           http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0001.htm#14071854000545
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140718-0001.htm#14071854000545
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf  

TOP 
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