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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Kosher and Halal Meat 
Philip Davies: If [the Minister of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs] will 
ensure that all halal and kosher meat is labelled at point of sale. [904919] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (George Eustice): We believe that, in the first instance, it is for 
food retailers and food outlets to provide their customers with reliable information. 
I know that my hon. Friend is a long-standing campaigner on this issue, but, as I 
have explained to him before, the introduction of a compulsory labelling scheme 
for halal and kosher meat would present challenges, because there is no single 
unified definition. Nevertheless, the European Commission is currently conducting 
a review, and we will consider its report when it is published later in the year. … 

Philip Davies: … Is the Minister aware that the Jewish and Muslim communities would 
be happy with full labelling of halal and kosher meat if all other meat products were also 
fully labelled to show the method of slaughter? I am sure that many consumers would 
want to see such labelling. Will the Minister proceed with the introduction of 
comprehensive labelling showing the method of slaughter, including halal and kosher, 
given that it clearly commands widespread support? …  

George Eustice: … As I have said, the European Commission is considering the 
issue. It is most likely to consider whether the animal was stunned or unstunned, 
because there is a clear definition in EU law. I am aware that groups in both halal 
and shechita say that they are open to exploring that further, and I look forward to 
having a dialogue with them and considering the European Commission report 
when it appears in December. 

Jim Fitzpatrick: … The point that [the Minister] has made is absolutely correct: it is a 
question of whether the animal has been stunned or not stunned. It is an animal welfare 
issue. Is it not the case that the majority of halal meat is from animals that were stunned? 
Surely that is the line that the Government should be pursuing in Brussels: “stunned” and 
“not stunned” labelling. 

George Eustice: I entirely agree. There is a clear legal definition of “stunned” in 
EU law, namely that stunning renders the animal insensible to pain immediately. 
In the case of halal, some 90% of poultry and lambs have been stunned, and we 
should recognise that fact. 

Bob Russell: Consumers are entitled to know exactly what is going on. Does the 
Minister agree that what we need in all our slaughterhouses is CCTV to give them that 
further assurance? 
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George Eustice: We considered the issue of CCTV in slaughterhouses during our 
consultation on slaughterhouse regulations last year, and concluded that it would 
not improve the situation much. Indeed, CCTV had already been installed in some 
of the slaughterhouses in which problems had been exposed by, for instance, 
Animal Aid, and it had not prevented abuses. However, we keep an open mind. 

Philip Hollobone: My constituents believe that halal and kosher food should be labelled 
as such, but if there are already clear EU legal definitions of “stunned” and “not stunned”, 
what is there to prevent the UK Government from pressing ahead with labelling food in 
that way? 

George Eustice: Having looked into the matter exhaustively, we concluded that if 
we introduced “method of slaughter” labelling, it would be best to introduce it at 
European level, because that would be safer and clearer legally. Spain 
considered introducing a national labelling scheme in 2012, but the Commission 
ruled against it. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/debtext/14071
7-0001.htm#14071746000028  
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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Middle East and North Africa 
includes: 
col 322WH  Alistair Burt: … I have, like all the rest of us in this Chamber, seen too much 
despair from too many. I do not need to be told by either side whose fault it is or to listen 
anymore to a catalogue of mutual injustice. For the record, I get it. Both have right and 
wrongs on their side. They are both my friends. …  
As long as Hamas keeps re-arming, Israel will need to act to remove the threat. As long 
as Israel does so and as long as the suffering of Gaza and its people—from their Hamas 
Administration as well as the restrictions of Israel—continues, there will be new recruits, 
because the political end to the struggle is not co-ordinated with a cessation of hostilities. 
So it goes on, endlessly, and it is pointless because it does not achieve the objects of 
either of the protagonists. It just kills. 
Israel has a right to protect its citizens from the unique terror of Hamas, condemned by 
the UK Government as we urged EU partners to proscribe the military wing of Hamas 
last year. It targets Israelis—actually, it targets Jews; let us be frank—anywhere in the 
world, contributes to incitement and fires rockets indiscriminately at them, or fails to 
prevent others from doing so. Israel’s reaction to this is proportionate to the threat, but 
there is an imbalance in the suffering as a result. … 

 

col 325WH  Louise Ellman: … The current situation in Gaza is intolerable. The Israelis 
withdrew all their 8,000 settlers and soldiers in 2005. Some were withdrawn forcibly by 
the Israeli army. There followed a short time when Israel and the Palestinian Authority 
had an agreement. For the very first time, Gaza was ruled by Palestinians, but that was 
short-lived. Hamas came to power, and it has to be recognised for what it is: a terrorist 
organisation. … What is happening now is that Hamas decided to launch an attack, 
targeted on Israeli civilians. At the last count, although it may well be an underestimate, 
some 1,350 rockets have been launched, targeted on 70% of Israeli civilians. 

 

Andrew Percy … Will she confirm the size and scale of the rockets? Some who seek to 
defend the action from Gaza refer to the rockets as little more than fireworks, but they 
are a new type of rocket from Hamas with a payload of 300 lb and a range of 100 miles 
or more. That should not be forgotten. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/debtext/140717-0001.htm#14071746000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/debtext/140717-0001.htm#14071746000028
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col 326WH  Mrs Ellman: The hon. Gentleman is absolutely correct. Those rockets are 
aimed at and landing on places such as Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa. Munir al-Masri, a 
senior Hamas spokesperson, stated only two days ago, on 15 July: “Hamas will continue 
hitting Israel until last Zionist leaves the whole of Palestine, from the sea to the river.” …  
A large number of Palestinian civilians have been killed or injured, which is a matter of 
deep regret. It is a tragedy for them as much as it would be for Israelis to be injured or 
killed. The responsibility for the deaths and injuries has to lie with those who decided to 
put their rocket bases, launchers and headquarters in civilian populations—Hamas. …  

 

Robert Halfon: … Are we not in a crazy situation where Israel is being criticised for 
defending itself too well, because the Iron Dome is stopping many of the missiles and 
preventing many thousands of Israeli citizens from being killed? 

 

Mrs Ellman: The hon. Gentleman makes a good point. …  
 

col 327WH  Jeremy Corbyn: … Does she not think that the inability of Israel to 
recognise Palestinian needs and rights is a major cause of the problem? 

 

col 330WH  Richard Burden: … Does Israel have the right to self-defence? Yes. Do 
Palestinians have the right to self-defence? Yes. Can what either the Israeli Government 
are doing or what Hamas has been doing in the past two weeks be credibly described as 
self-defence? No. … Nobody will do the Palestinians or the Israelis any service in this 
debate by justifying rockets or trying to justify the scale of the attacks that Israel has been 
making on Gaza. The question is how we can help to stop it. …  
Every time there is a flare-up, it is asked, “Were British arms used?” At best, the reply is 
“We are not quite sure”; at worst, it is, “Probably, yes, they were.” Every time, we say that 
to Israel, but it happens again, so my first question to the Minister is: are British arms 
being used? If they are, what will we do to stop it? If we do not know, there should be an 
arms embargo. …  
It simply is not true that quiet is met by quiet. Quiet is met by continued settlement 
building, displacement and occupation. … Imagine if the tables were turned—that 
somehow, in that mythical world, the Palestinians suddenly got the kind of military power 
that Israel has, and said, “We want to build some settlements in Galilee. A lot of 
Palestinians live there. We want to take over the homes of a few Jewish Israelis and 
build there.” Are we honestly saying that all the west would say to that is, “That’s not a 
very good thing to do—please stop”? Of course we would not. We would demand that 
they stop. We would talk about international law—and we would be right to—and would 
implement it. …  

 

col 334WH  Robert Halfon: … Does [Robert Jenrick] agree that perhaps one issue 
involving the Palestinian state could be solved if Jordan were a Palestinian state, given 
that it was originally part of Palestine in 1921, and even after 1948 the then King of 
Jordan described himself as the King of Jordan and Palestine? 

 

Robert Jenrick: We have had a good and productive relationship with Jordan for many 
years. Clearly, if Jordan had taken a more decisive role in running those territories, the 
position today would be different. 

 

col 339WH  Andrew Percy: … it is frankly disgusting that some people, who would call 
themselves friends of Palestine, simply refer to those attacks as effectively firing 
fireworks at Israel. The fact that Israel is strong and has the capability to defend itself 
through Iron Dome should not in any way diminish our understanding of the scale, range 
and size of those rockets. … That is not to say that the situation is not intolerable for 
residents and citizens living in the Gaza strip. I think that all of us in this place, whatever 
our views on who is to blame for the recent situation, would wish to express our 
condolences and horror at what is happening there at the moment. …  

 

col 340WH  Matthew Offord: Does my hon. Friend acknowledge that actions in overseas 
territories, such as Palestinian territories and Israel, have implications for my 
constituents? The Community Security Trust has said that anti-Semitic attacks have 
doubled, and of the 50 attacks that have occurred in recent weeks, 30 have been directly  
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attributed to the incidents in those territories. The insistence of Hamas and other 
organisations on making claims such as we are discussing ends in violence towards my 
constituents. 

 

Andrew Percy: Indeed, and I am sorry to hear about that. There are many good people 
who support the Palestinian cause for just reasons, but we must be honest and say that 
some use the cause for more sinister ends. …  

 

col 344WH  Andy Slaughter: … What I find more shocking than the individual deaths or 
the military action generally, however, is the cynical and predictable way in which Israel, 
on a cyclical basis, goes about its incursions into Gaza. … According to a very good 
article in The Independent … these incursions are known colloquially in the IDF as 
“mowing the lawn”, which means going in—with complete disregard, it seems, for civilian 
casualties—and trying to curtail any military strength Hamas may have built up. …  
There is no intention at all in Israel, from the Prime Minister downwards, to allow the 
creation of a Palestinian state. We therefore have to see what is happening in Gaza and 
the west bank as the management of the status quo; we can conclude only that Israel 
wants to put 1.7 million people into a prison. …  
… the—I use the word advisedly—apartheid state that exists on the west bank, which 
treats Palestinians as second or third-class citizens, including, increasingly, in the state 
of Israel itself, is using the cordoning off of Gaza simply to manage the current situation, 
because that is the one it finds least unacceptable. …  

 

col 346WH  Richard Graham: … those who make play of the cynicism of Hamas in 
putting military assets beside, or even inside, schools and hospitals, to explain civilian 
deaths, need to provide a compelling explanation of how four children on a beach 
represent a threat, let alone a target. Those who make play of being a democracy 
answerable to the people need to be able to explain how immediate military action is 
taken, without charges, against those suspected of murdering three Jewish teenagers, 
when progress in resolving the murder and burning of a Palestinian teenager so soon 
afterwards looks very slow. … Those who make play of shared values cannot be 
surprised when British citizens, including Jews, who see the level of apartheid on the 
ground in cities such as Hebron say that that does not reflect our values. …  

 

col 348WH  Jeremy Corbyn: … When there are protests in the west bank, Gaza and, 
indeed, all over the world about Israel’s actions, surely it is time for the rest of the world 
to recognise that what is being done by Israel is illegal—it is collective punishment. …  
… it is not true to say that everyone in Israel is supportive of Netanyahu or some of the 
extremists in his Government, or of the far extremists who want to see Israel occupying a 
large but so far unspecifically identified area. … I draw Members’ attention to the Jews 
for Justice for Palestinians website, which lists eight very interesting points on how peace 
could come about, including by mutual recognition, by the ending of illegal settlements, 
and by the rest of the world ensuring that international law is carried out so that Israel is 
forced to accept that law just as it thinks everyone else should. …  
In the past few weeks, 200 Palestinians have died in Gaza, and sadly one Israeli has 
been killed as the result of one rocket landing. This is wholly disproportionate. …  

 

col 350WH  Mark Durkan: … The word “terrorism” is bandied about, particularly in 
relation to Hamas. If “terrorism” means targeting and threatening civilians and civilian 
space to achieve or enforce a political end or to induce a change in someone else’s 
political thinking, it is a description that can as easily be attached to what the state of 
Israel is waging on the people of Gaza. That is precisely what Israel is doing—it is 
violence aimed at achieving a particular purpose and conditioning a change in political 
attitude. 
I do not accept that there is any moral difference in the anti-civilian violence waged 
through Hamas rockets and that waged through the firepower of the Israeli defence 
forces against the people of Gaza. …  

 

col 351WH  Mark Lazarowicz: … It may indeed be the case that the rocket attacks have 
killed only one person so far, but I fully accept that the very  threat of  that type  of  attack  
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will cause terror among the potential victims …  
 

col 353WH  Khalid Mahmood: … there is a significant difference in what is going on, 
particularly in terms of the hardware available to the IDF: their military air, ground and 
sea power, and the technology of the Iron Dome missile protection shield. 
All that is fine. It is protection, and in defence terms, that is needed. However, defence 
becomes aggression when people are targeted and restricted to living in a limited area, 
and then told, “We’ll tap you on the roof to tell you that if you don’t leave, there will be a 
missile to follow, and you’ll be obliterated.” …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/halltext/140717
h0001.htm#14071756000001  
 

col 360WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Mr Tobias Ellwood): … Israel has the right to defend itself 
against indiscriminate rocket attacks, but it is vital that Gaza’s civilian population is 
protected. The UK has three objectives: to secure a long-term ceasefire agreed by both 
sides, to alleviate humanitarian suffering, and to keep alive the prospects for future 
peace negotiations. …  

 

col 362WH  Alistair Burt: … We are united in the view that we cannot go on like this. 
The cycle of attack and reprisal is not delivering peace or security to either Israelis or 
Palestinians. … It will be for President Netanyahu and President Abbas to deliver the 
agreement to their people that we all want to see. … each has to recognise that they are 
no longer each other’s worst enemy. … Sooner or later, something cataclysmic will 
happen and we will look back and regret that the opportunity that was there to secure an 
agreement and secure peace was not taken. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/halltext/140717
h0002.htm  
 

 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Khalid Mahmood: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to decrease violence between Israel and Palestine. [205251] 

Mr Ellwood: I refer to the statement made by the then Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), to the House on 14 July 2014, Official Report, 
column 581-83. 

Ms Ritchie: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the implications for his policy of the report by the UN Office 
for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs on the number of casualties among young 
people and other civilians during the recent Israeli military operation in Gaza. [205657] 

Mr Ellwood: I refer the hon. Member to the Statement on Gaza made by the then 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), to the House on 14 July 2014, 
Official Report, columns 581-83. 
This statement both underlines the terrible human cost of the conflict and outlines 
our policy objectives to end this cycle of violence and devastation once and for all. 
Our objectives are to secure a ceasefire, to alleviate humanitarian suffering and to 
keep alive the prospects for peace negotiations. 

Ms Ritchie: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the number of Palestinian civilian casualties during the recent 
Israeli military operation in Gaza. [205663] 

Mr Ellwood: I refer the hon. Member to the statement on Gaza made by the then 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond  (Yorks)  (Mr  Hague),  to  the House  on 14 July  2014,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/halltext/140717h0001.htm#14071756000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/halltext/140717h0001.htm#14071756000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/halltext/140717h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/halltext/140717h0002.htm
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Official Report, columns 581-83. 
As of the morning of 16 July, it is reported that 197 Palestinian civilians have been 
killed in Gaza and up to 1,265 injured since Israel started Operation Protective 
Edge. The UN estimates that 77% of those killed are civilians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/text/140717w0
004.htm#14071782000113 
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/14071
4-0001.htm#14071411000493  
 

 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the consequences of Israel’s recent campaign in Gaza. 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My 
Lords, we are deeply concerned by the continuing violence in Gaza and Israel and 
call on all sides to de-escalate to avoid further civilian casualties. The Israeli 
people have the right to live without constant fear for their security and Gazans 
have the right to live with dignity and peace. We are concerned by the 
deteriorating humanitarian situation in Gaza. 

Baroness Tonge: My Lords, is the Minister aware that according to this morning’s 
figures—the latest I can get—more than 200 people have been killed in Gaza, nearly half 
of them women and children; four children have been killed on a beach, nowhere near 
rocket launchers; nearly 1,400 people have been seriously injured and the same sort of 
number of homes have been totally destroyed, together with water supplies, power 
supplies and sewage installations? The chief executive of UNICEF predicts that a 
generation of young people … traumatised and sick and hell-bent on revenge. 
Does the Minister agree that we should help Israel to accept the Hamas offer of a 
ceasefire on condition that both Israel and Egypt open the crossings and the borders are 
supervised by the United Nations? Does she also agree that by allowing Israel to 
constantly break international law and act with impunity, we—all of us in this House, 
present and absent—are implicit in the destruction and suffering of the people of Gaza? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, I understand the strength of feeling about this matter 
not just in this House but across the country. It is for that reason that we have 
been asking for a de-escalation. There is, of course, some hope this morning. 
Noble Lords will be aware that there has been a five-hour humanitarian ceasefire 
which was negotiated by the United Nations. We hope that that will form the basis 
of further discussions later today. 

Lord Bach: My Lords, as the noble Baroness, Lady Tonge, has been asking her 
Question and the Minister has replied a precious five-hour ceasefire has been in force. 
Many noble Lords will have seen the video recording of the unspeakable deaths of the 
four innocent Palestinian boys playing on a beach. They will also have seen the human 
misery at the funeral of a 37 year-old Israeli who was, equally unspeakably, killed by a 
Hamas rocket. Does the Minister agree that the world will find it difficult to understand 
how a five-hour ceasefire can be agreed, but not a longer and stronger ceasefire that 
stops this horror? 

Baroness Warsi: Of course, my Lords; unfortunately that is the complexity of the 
Middle East peace process, and of the situation that has existed there for many, 
many decades. There is nobody in this country who could be unmoved by the 
tragic deaths that we are seeing as a result of this conflict. As a mother, of course 
I feel for the death of any child. As I have said before at this Dispatch Box, it is not  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/text/140717w0004.htm#14071782000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/text/140717w0004.htm#14071782000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000493
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000493
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the natural order to bury your children; the natural order is for our children to bury 
us. The deaths on both sides are of course tragic events. It is for that reason that 
this matter has to be de-escalated, and we have to get back to the negotiating 
table. 

Lord Deben: Would my noble friend accept that there are many who entirely support 
Israel’s right to continue as an independent nation and to defend its borders, but at the 
same time believe that there is no hope for peace as long as Israel continues its illegal 
settlement policy? Does my noble friend accept that Israel is the only so-called liberal 
democracy that believes that colonisation should be part of its programme? 

Baroness Warsi: The noble Lord of course makes strong points. I said at this 
Dispatch Box only earlier this week that when we have these discussions it is 
important to emphasise the values upon which countries seek to operate. 
Regarding the ceasefire, I can say that last night delegations from both Israel and 
Hamas arrived in Cairo for discussions on the Egyptian initiative which is currently 
on the table. I understand that President Abbas is in Cairo and is due to meet 
General Sisi. It may well be that these latest tragic deaths have finally made 
people stop and think. 

Baroness Blackstone: My Lords, would the Minister agree that the Israeli Government’s 
long-standing oppression of the people of Gaza, where 50% of the population are 
children, can only serve to undermine the long-term security of Israel and its people? 

Baroness Warsi: The Government have said on a number of occasions that it is 
of course in the interests of the Palestinians and, indeed, the Israelis for this 
matter to be resolved. As long as the underlying issues are not resolved, then 
neither people in neither country can be safe. 

Lord Dykes: My Lords, will HMG work really hard from now on to ensure that the United 
States stops automatically vetoing UN Security Council resolutions which bring peace in 
the Middle East? This allows Israel to disobey international law, as was also said by the 
noble Lord, Lord Deben. This is absolutely essential, because there have been nearly 40 
vetoes since 1968, allowing Israel just to flout international law. I speak as a long-
standing admirer of the country of Israel, but not of the present Government’s policies. 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, we felt that progress was being made. Secretary 
Kerry took a huge initiative in the latest talks. Of course the US wants what we 
want, which is for this matter to be resolved and for the peace process to be 
effected. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140717-
0001.htm#14071753000767  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council and General Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): … Middle east peace process 
Ministers will discuss recent developments in the middle east peace process. The UK will 
want to ensure the EU sends a clear message expressing its concern at the recent 
escalation in violence in Gaza and Israel, and urging all sides to take steps to deescalate 
the situation and avoid any further civilian injuries and the loss of innocent life. Recent 
events reinforce the need to take steps towards a lasting peace. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/wmstext/14071
7m0001.htm#14071749000005  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140717-0001.htm#14071753000767
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140717-0001.htm#14071753000767
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/wmstext/140717m0001.htm#14071749000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140717/wmstext/140717m0001.htm#14071749000005
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary calls for enduring ceasefire in Gaza 
… Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond said: We have been calling on Hamas to end the 
rocket attacks on Israel for days now. Israel has a right to defend itself, but in doing so it 
has to act proportionately and it needs to take all steps to minimise civilian casualties. 
What we really want to see now is an enduring ceasefire that will allow the bloodshed on 
both sides to stop and the underlying causes of this problem to be resolved through 
negotiation. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-calls-for-enduring-ceasefire-in-
gaza  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Situation in Gaza and Israel 
Commenting on the latest situation in Gaza and Israel, External Affairs Minister Humza 
Yousaf said:  … "The lives lost in this conflict are individual human tragedies and the 
killing of innocent civilians, be they Palestinian or Israeli, is to be utterly condemned. The 
rocket attacks on Israel are unacceptable and should stop, as should the Israeli 
bombardment on Gaza, which is heavily disproportionate, as demonstrated by the 
mounting civilian death toll. 
“It is essential that the UN should be allowed to independently investigate all civilian 
deaths to determine whether there has been any violation of international law. 
"Our offer of medical assistance to help the humanitarian situation still stands and we are 
currently in dialogue with the appropriate Governments and agencies to assess whether 
Scotland can give specialist medical help to civilians caught up in the conflict should 
medical evacuation be possible. 
"The Scottish Government also believes that the continuation of the blockade in Gaza is 
exacerbating the suffering experienced by the people there and tantamount to collective 
punishment. For that reason I recently wrote to the UK Government to exert further 
pressure on the Israeli Government to bring that blockade to an end.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Situation-in-Gaza-and-Israel-ecc.aspx  
 
 

European Commission 

Gaza: "We must build on humanitarian pause to save lives" 
The European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 
Response, Kristalina Georgieva, made the following statement: 
"Yet again in the Middle East the flames of violence have taken innocent civilian lives. …  
There must be safe and full humanitarian access inside Gaza to allow the distribution of 
assistance including medicine and medical treatment, water, food, and fuel. The safety of 
municipal workers must be guaranteed to allow the functioning of basic public services. 
I strongly condemn the indiscriminate firing of rockets from Gaza into Israel. Palestinian 
and Israeli civilian populations must be protected. I urge both sides to respect 
International Humanitarian Law: they must at all times distinguish between civilians and 
combatants. … 
Once again it is the civilian population which is falling victim to the failure of politics. The 
price for so many people is too high to bear. It is time for leadership to serve the rights of 
all people to live in dignity and safety." 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-230_en.htm?locale=en   
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-calls-for-enduring-ceasefire-in-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-calls-for-enduring-ceasefire-in-gaza
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Situation-in-Gaza-and-Israel-ecc.aspx
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-230_en.htm?locale=en
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United Nations 

There can be no military solution, Ban says as Israel launches ground offensive 
against Gaza 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today voiced his regret that Israel has launched a 
ground offensive against Gaza, despite calls for restraint, and stressed that there can be 
no military solution to the conflict which flared up over a week ago. 
“I regret that despite my repeated urgings, and those of many regional and world leaders 
together, an already dangerous conflict has now escalated even further,” he stated … 
“In the past 24 hours, there have been a number of incidents involving the deaths of 
civilians, including the appalling killing of four boys on a beach in Gaza City,” he stated. 
“I urge Israel to do far more to stop civilian casualties. There can be no military solution to 
this conflict. … 
In a statement issued today by his spokesperson, Mr. Ban said the temporary ceasefire, 
which was brokered by the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, 
Robert Serry, “allowed people to resume some daily routines and start repairs to 
electrical and water infrastructure,” while civilians in Israel “had a reprieve from rocket 
fire.” … 
He voiced support for international efforts, led by Egypt, for a sustainable ceasefire, and 
expressed hope that today’s humanitarian pause can lead to a “more durable calm.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48287#.U8kSnY2Swbc 
 
 

UNRWA 

UNWRA strongly condemns placement of rockets in school 
Yesterday, in the course of the regular inspection of its premises, UNRWA discovered 
approximately 20 rockets hidden in a vacant school in the Gaza Strip. UNRWA strongly 
condemns the group or groups responsible for placing the weapons in one of its 
installations. This is a flagrant violation of the inviolability of its premises under 
international law. This incident, which is the first of its kind in Gaza, endangered civilians 
including staff and put at risk UNRWA’s vital mission to assist and protect Palestine 
refugees in Gaza. 
Immediately after discovery, the Agency informed the relevant parties and successfully 
took all necessary measures for the removal of the objects in order to preserve the safety 
and security of the school. UNRWA has launched a comprehensive investigation into the 
circumstances surrounding this incident. 
UNRWA has strong, established procedures to maintain the neutrality of all its premises, 
including a strict no-weapons policy and routine inspections of its installations, to ensure 
they are only used for humanitarian purposes. UNRWA will uphold and further reinforce 
its procedures. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/unrwa-strongly-condemns-placement-
rockets-school  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3480
https://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7872
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48287#.U8kSnY2Swbc
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/unrwa-strongly-condemns-placement-rockets-school
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/unrwa-strongly-condemns-placement-rockets-school
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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