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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Census 2021 
Lord Naseby: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in relation to the next census due to 
take place in 2021, whether they have now rejected the possibility of replacing the 
traditional census format. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, the Government recognise the value of the 
census but believe that it is outdated in its current form and could be more 
effectively and more cheaply delivered. Decisions about its future after 2021 will 
be announced in the usual way but the Government agree with the conclusion of 
the Public Affairs Select Committee that the census needs to change. 

Lord Naseby: … can my noble friend tell the House what safeguards there are to ensure 
that the roughly 20 million who are not literate online, and the half a million who were left 
out from the last census, will be able to take part in this new census? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, the Government are of course keen to 
encourage people to respond online. The paper-based census takes a great deal 
of time to analyse and transpose. It was some 16 months from the last census in 
2011 until the first data became publicly available. If more people do it online, that 
could all be done a great deal more quickly but in 2021, although we already 
understand that 80% of households now use the internet daily, there will of course 
be support from the usual recruited field force to assist those who do not use 
online materials. … 

Lord Greaves: … Putting the information into databases and publishing it should not 
take 18 months, two years or even more. It is a simple task to get the information from 
the forms, whether the information is collected digitally or on paper, and then publish it. 
Can we have an assurance that the Government are looking at making this much more 
efficient and quick next time? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: It is part of our mission to try to get the information 
ready for use more rapidly. … 

Lord Harrison: … the previous census recorded the increase in the number of us who 
profess no religion. Will the Minister ensure that that question is re-examined as there 
was a lot of controversy about it last time? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: … there is a great deal of discussion about how many 
questions to put on the census on each occasion because the more questions you 
put on, the less   likely  it is  that  everyone  will   fill   them   in   completely.   That  
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discussion is well under way, but we do not have to decide that until we are a 
good deal closer to the next census. … 

To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140716-
0001.htm#14071663000235 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their response to the formation 
of a Palestinian Government of unity with the prospect of elections in 2014. 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My 
Lords, we welcome the formation of a new interim technocratic Government for 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We have made it clear that our continued 
support for the new Government will depend on their commitment to the principles 
of non-violence and an acceptance of all previous agreements and obligations, 
including Israel’s legitimate right to exist. However, we believe that the current 
crisis in Gaza decreases the prospects for elections in the near future. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, I thank the noble Baroness for her reply. She will appreciate that 
my Question was tabled a month ago. Will Her Majesty’s Government work towards a 
common European vision that would enable ordinary Israelis and Palestinians to demand 
effective ceasefires, together with an agreed ending to occupation and blockade? Are 
there not major incentives and penalties that Europe could apply? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, the view of the United Kingdom, and indeed of the 
European Union and the wider world, is that there should be a ceasefire and it 
should come as soon as possible. The noble Lord will also be aware that the 
unprecedented package that the European Union put forward in the event of an 
agreement when the Kerry talks began is clearly the kind of incentive to which the 
noble Lord refers. The prize for peace is a much better life, both for Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, does the noble Baroness agree that, however 
welcome the formation of a unity Government, we are still some way from the 
development of a negotiating partner for Israel which can deliver; and that, given the 
failure of the unity Governments in the past and the deep divisions within the partners of 
Fatah and Hamas, perhaps the most appropriate response is considerable caution? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, we welcome the formation of a new interim 
technocratic Government for the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We feel that 
reuniting Gaza and the West Bank under a Government committed to peace is a 
necessary condition for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We have to be 
positive at all times; when we find a partner that agrees to the quartet principles, 
we should see it as a genuine partner for peace. 

Lord Alderdice: … part of the agreement is that there should be subsequent elections in 
the Palestinian Territories. Is my noble friend further prepared to recognise that the 
outcome of those democratic elections, if they are held in a free and fair manner, should 
also be respected, and that whatever Government or Governments emerge from that 
should continue to be part of any negotiating process? 

Baroness Warsi: My noble friend makes an important point. However, sadly, the 
original timetable of six months  from June — which  was  when it was  anticipated  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140716-0001.htm#14071663000235
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that elections would take place once the technocratic Government had been 
formed—looks much more vulnerable because of the current situation. … 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, leaving aside the failure of Hamas to accept the ceasefire that 
Israel accepted yesterday, does the noble Baroness agree that it is extremely difficult for 
Israel to continue to exchange security intelligence with a Government who get their main 
support, or part of it, from an organisation that is committed to Israel’s destruction, let 
alone to engage in meaningful negotiations with them? 

Baroness Warsi: The noble Lord will be aware that no members of Hamas have 
formed the technocratic Government, which of course we welcome. However, it is 
important that we do not leave aside positions as regards the ceasefire. We 
welcomed Egypt’s attempt to secure a ceasefire, the Palestinian Authority’s 
endorsement of it and President Abbas’s commitment in calling on the different 
Palestinian factions to accept it. The Israelis’ acceptance in principle of the 
proposed ceasefire and the support for it from the Arab League are positive 
things, which I hope will soon form the basis of a ceasefire. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: Can my noble friend say whether media reports that Hamas 
was not even consulted on the so-called peace deal that Egypt announced are true, and 
that members of the Knesset themselves learnt about it from the media? 

Baroness Warsi: It is important that any ceasefire and agreement have the 
agreement of the Palestinian and Israeli peoples through their elected 
representatives. … 

Baroness Uddin: My Lords, I take this opportunity to condemn the merciless attacks on 
innocent women and children in Gaza. … does the Minister accept that the real issue of 
concern for the international community should be the illegal occupation and the 
continuation of illegal settlements? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, there is no doubt that unless the underlying causes 
are resolved, this dispute will continue and we will see eruptions of the violence 
that we saw in 2008 and 2012, and which we see again in 2014. … 

Lord Lexden: Are there to be international observers at the Palestinian elections, if and 
when they take place? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, I am not sure. … 
Baroness Morgan of Ely: Does the Minister agree that any Palestinian Government 
should take better account of the needs of the youth of the territory, bearing in mind that 
55% of the Palestinian population are under the age of 25, one-third of the youth are 
unemployed and 48% of Gaza youth have suggested that they would support an uprising 
against Hamas and believe that the new generation of leaders would do a better job? 
What can Her Majesty’s Government do to support the needs of Palestinian youth to help 
them get their voice heard in the future of their territory? 

Baroness Warsi: …The Palestinian people and the Palestinian youth have a right 
to a strong, stable future where they can have the ambitions that we so take for 
granted. However, the tragedy of the current situation is that, unfortunately, if you 
look at what is happening on the ground, because of this current crisis Hamas is 
becoming more popular. That is not in the interests of the Palestinian people, it is 
certainly not in the interests of Israel and it is not in the interests of world peace. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140716-
0001.htm#14071671000135  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Statement of Opinion 

OPIN-2014-0302 Israel-Palestine Conflict – Antoinette Sandbach, Rhodri Glyn 
Thomas, Julie Morgan: The National Assembly for Wales: Recognises Wales’s 
commitment to a long-term, peaceful resolution to the conflict in Israel and the occupied 
territories; Calls upon Israel to recognise the disputed territories it currently occupies and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140716-0001.htm#14071671000135
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140716-0001.htm#14071671000135
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urges the Israeli Government to honour the UN resolutions 446, 452, 465, 471 and 476 
condemning the  illegal settlements in Palestinian territory; and 
Regrets the disproportionate number of civilian deaths suffered by the Palestinian 
population following the current exchange of hostilities and calls on both sides to agree 
an immediate ceasefire. 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-
opinion.htm?act=dis&id=257646&ds=7/2014  
 
 

European Parliament Debate 

Escalation of violence between Israel and Palestine 
The verbatim record of the debate is not yet available but a video is available at 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1405525910314  
 
Motions were proposed as follows: 

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European 
Parliament  (S&D) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bP8-RC-2014-
0071%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN  
 
The Greens/European Free Alliance  (Verts/ALE) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bB8-2014-
0072%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN  
 
Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats) (PPE) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bB8-2014-
0073%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN  
 
European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bB8-2014-
0074%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN  
 
Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bB8-2014-
0075%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN  
 
Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bB8-2014-
0076%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN 
 
Europe of freedom and direct democracy Group (EFDD) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bB8-2014-
0077%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN  
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bB8-2014-0075%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bB8-2014-0075%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
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Joint motion for a resolution on the escalation of violence between Israel and 
Palestine S&D, PPE, ECR, ALDE 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bP8-RC-2014-
0071%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN  
 
 

European Parliament Resolution 

Escalation of violence between Israel and Palestine   
… A. whereas the ongoing conflict is causing tragic loss of life and unacceptable suffering to 

the civilian populations of both involved parties; 
B. whereas, in its statement of 12 July 2014, the UN Security Council expressed serious 

concern regarding the crisis relating to Gaza, called for de-escalation of the situation, 
the restoration of calm and the reinstatement of the November 2012 ceasefire, and 
for respect for international humanitarian law, … 

C. whereas Egypt proposed a ceasefire plan on 14 July 2014, so far only accepted by 
Israel; 

D. whereas Hamas is designated as a terrorist organisation by the EU; 
E. whereas Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has asked the United Nations to put 

Palestine under ‘international protection’ because of the worsening situation in Gaza; 
F. whereas international and humanitarian law, including the Fourth Geneva 

Convention, is fully applicable to all parties involved in the conflict; 
G. whereas direct peace talks between the parties have stalled and all recent efforts to 

resume negotiations have failed; … 
1.   Calls for an end to rocket attacks on Israel from the Gaza Strip, … and for an end to 

the Israeli military action against Gaza; 
2.   Expresses its deepest concern about the critical situation in the Gaza Strip and in 

Israel; mourns the loss of civilian life, including many women and children; denounces 
the murders of the three Israeli teenagers on 12 June and the Palestinian teenager on 
2 July 2014, … 

3.   Stresses that both Israeli and Palestinian citizens have the right to live in peace and 
security; … 

4.   Calls for the immediate de-escalation of the conflict through a ceasefire agreement 
between the two sides … 

5.   Urges the international community, and the UN Security Council in particular, to find 
an adequate response and solution to the current crisis without delay; … 

6.   Reiterates its strong support for the two-state solution on the basis of the 1967 
borders, with Jerusalem as the capital of both states, with the secure State of Israel 
and an independent, democratic, contiguous and viable Palestinian State living side 
by side in peace and security, … 

7.   Calls … for serious and credible efforts by both sides and the international community 
to resume direct peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians … 

To read the full text of the resolution see p42 of  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
//EP//NONSGML+TA+20140717+SIT+DOC+WORD+V0//EN&language=EN  
 
 

United Nations 

Israel agrees to ‘humanitarian pause’ in war-torn Gaza Strip, UN envoy confirms 
… In a statement issued by his spokesperson in Jerusalem, Robert Serry UN Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process confirmed that the Government of Israel 
agreed the five hour humanitarian pause, which will start at tomorrow at 10:00 a.m., local  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bP8-RC-2014-0071%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bP8-RC-2014-0071%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bMOTION%2bP8-RC-2014-0071%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+20140717+SIT+DOC+WORD+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+20140717+SIT+DOC+WORD+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2014/Statement%20by%20Spokesperson%20for%20Special%20Coordinator%20Serry%2017%20July%202014.pdf
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time and end at 3:00 p.m. 
“Mr. Serry appreciates this Israeli decision and repeats his call on Hamas and other 
factions to respect the humanitarian pause from their side, in the interest of the people of 
Gaza,” …  
It goes on to say that Mr. Serry reiterates the importance of arriving at a durable ceasefire 
understanding, also addressing underlying issues in Gaza, as soon as possible. “The 
United Nations, together with other international actors, will continue to support efforts in 
this regard,” the statement concluded. 
This news comes as media reports suggest that Israel previously had agreed to a pause 
for several hours Tuesday after Egypt put forward a cease-fire proposal that 
subsequently collapsed. … 
Extremely concerned by the escalation of hostilities and its impact on civilians, Valerie 
Amos, in a statement issued by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, which she heads, said that according to preliminary estimates, as of 15 July, 194 
Palestinians had been killed by Israeli attacks, including 149 civilians. 
Ms. Amos said that hundreds of homes have been directly targeted by Israeli airstrikes, 
many of which were allegedly the residences of members of armed groups. More than 
1,300 families have been forced to seek shelter with relatives and neighbours. Nearly 80 
schools have been damaged because of their proximity to targeted sites. In one incident, 
an Israeli airstrike killed 18 people in one house, including six children and three women. 
Public services have been suspended and the water supply is at risk after two 
maintenance engineers were killed by an Israeli missile, she added. 
“Armed groups are firing rockets from residential areas in Gaza towards populated areas 
in Israel, reportedly killing one civilian so far and putting at risk the lives of thousands 
more, both Israeli and Palestinian,” Ms Amos said, and underscored: “Sustained 
bombardment is terrifying for everyone but particularly for children, who will need psycho-
social support long after the violence subsides.” … 
To read the full press release 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48284#.U8fYg42Swbc  
 
 

Scottish Human Rights Commission 

Statement on the Conflict in Gaza 
… Professor Alan Miller, Chair of the Commission, said: “The terrible loss of life, 
thousands of people injured and livelihoods destroyed is deeply distressing. There is a 
need for effective, independent human rights monitoring and an investigation into all 
alleged violations of human rights and humanitarian law by both sides. A ceasefire and 
peaceful resolution of the conflict is imperative. We urge all efforts be made by the 
international community, including the United Kingdom, to bring this about in keeping 
with international legal obligations. We welcome the Scottish Government’s offer to make 
specialist medical help available to civilians caught up in the conflict.” 
The Commission strongly supports the efforts of our sister National Human Rights 
Institution, the Palestinian Independent Commission on Human Rights, to monitor and 
report on human rights violations in the area. We also fully endorse the call made by Navi 
Pillay, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, for every alleged breach of 
international law to be promptly, independently, thoroughly and effectively investigated, 
with a view to ensuring justice and reparations for the victims. 
http://scottishhumanrights.com/news/latestnews/article/gazasituation2014  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48284#.U8fYg42Swbc
http://scottishhumanrights.com/news/latestnews/article/gazasituation2014
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Church of Scotland 

Church leaders in Scotland join Greek Orthodox Archbishop in calling for a 
ceasefire in Palestine 
Archbishop Theodosius,of the Greek Orthodox Church in Jerusalem is visiting Scotland 
this week to draw attention to the humanitarian crisis in Palestine. At a meeting hosted by 
the Church of Scotland in Edinburgh the Archbishop urged ‘people of goodwill’ to call for 
an immediate end to hostilities in Gaza. 
The Archbishop met with the Moderator of the General Assembly the Rt Rev John 
Chalmers alongside other Churches in Scotland, Christian Aid and the Iona Community. 
Mr Chalmers said they were delighted to welcome the Archbishop and shared his 
frustration and pain over the current situation in Israel and the occupied Palestinian 
territory. 
The Archbishop emphasised that the present violence is a symptom of the 47 years of 
Israeli occupation of the Palestinian people and their land. He stressed his commitment 
to non-violent means of transforming the Holy Land into a place where people of all faiths 
and none might live side by side in harmony. “Until the occupation is ended, how can real 
progress towards such a peace begin to be achieved,” … 
Those present shared the Archbishop’s deep concern that the current violence is 
undermining the chances of achieving an end to the Israeli occupation and a just peace. 
The Moderator, the Rt Rev John Chalmers said; “Those of us present could not help but 
feel that the situation facing the Palestinian people was deteriorating rather than 
improving. Violence on violence is not the way to resolve the situation facing the 
Palestinian people and the citizens of Israel. To an outside observer, the disproportionate 
response of the State of Israel appears set to leave a legacy of hurt, pain and resentment 
which does not create the atmosphere in which a peaceful and just resolution can be 
sought.” 
The Rev Peter Macdonald, leader of the Iona Community said: “The Kairos Palestine 
document is rightly entitled ‘A Moment of Truth’ and I would endorse the Archbishop’s 
plea that people should read it, study it and apply it. The situation in the Occupied 
Territory is a human rights tragedy that cannot continue to be ignored.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/Church-leaders-in-
Scotland-join-Greek-Orthodox-Archbishop  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Annual Report and Accounts 1 April 2013 – 31 March 2014 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/2902308_EHRC_A
RA_acc2.pdf  
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http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/Church-leaders-in-Scotland-join-Greek-Orthodox-Archbishop
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/Church-leaders-in-Scotland-join-Greek-Orthodox-Archbishop
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/2902308_EHRC_ARA_acc2.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/2902308_EHRC_ARA_acc2.pdf
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf
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