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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the progress of the government of Israel in its investigation into the reported shooting 
of the Palestinian teenager Mohammed Dudeen. [HL815] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
While the Government has not carried out an assessment on this issue, we 
understand that the investigation is ongoing. A report into the investigation should 
issue at its conclusion. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140710w0001.htm#140
71059000677 
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of Palestinian children (a) killed and (b) injured this year in the West Bank 
and Gaza.[HL755] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not made an assessment of the 
number of children killed and injured in the West Bank and Gaza this year. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140710w0001.htm#140
71059000681  
 
 

House of Commons Early Day Motion 

Grahame Morris (250) Israeli military strikes on the Gaza Strip – That this House 
regards Israel's latest attack on the Gaza Strip, Operation Protective Edge, as a 
disproportionate escalation of violence against Palestinians; notes that since the end of 
Operation Cast Lead on 19 January 2009 Israel has killed 490 Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip; calls for an immediate end to Israeli military strikes against Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip and military incursions into Palestinian population centres in the West Bank, 
both of which constitute collective punishment and are in  violation of the Fourth  Geneva  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140710w0001.htm#14071059000677
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140710w0001.htm#14071059000677
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140710w0001.htm#14071059000681
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140710w0001.htm#14071059000681
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Convention; calls for an immediate end to retaliatory rocket attacks from Gaza; and urges 
Israel as the occupying power to de-escalate the conflict. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/250  
 
 

United Nations 

Appealing for ceasefire, Ban urges Israel, Palestinians to find common ground 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today warned the United Nations Security Council of the 
“risk of an all-out escalation in Israel and Gaza” and made an urgent appeal for maximum 
restraint, saying his “paramount concern is the safety and well-being of all civilians, no 
matter where they are.” 
“Today, we face the risk of an all-out escalation in Israel and Gaza, with the threat of a 
ground offensive still palpable – and preventable only if Hamas stops rocket firing,” … 
“Once again civilians are paying the price for the continuation of conflict,” Mr. Ban said. 
“My paramount concern is the safety and well-being of all civilians, no matter where they 
are. It pains me – and it should pain us all – to be reliving circumstances that are all too 
reminiscent of the two most recent wars in Gaza.” 
He said “the excessive use of force and endangering of civilian lives are also intolerable. 
It is unacceptable for citizens on both sides to permanently live in fear of the next aerial 
attack.” 
The UN chief said he has been engaging with world leaders, including the King of Saudi 
Arabia, the Emir of Qatar, the President of Egypt, the heads of the League of Arab States 
and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the United States Secretary of State and 
European Union High Representative and other regional and world leaders. 
“I have also spoken to Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel and President Abbas of 
Palestine,” he said. “I called on both sides to exercise maximum restraint, show 
statesmanship and to weigh the risks of further escalation.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48242#.U7_h_42Swbc  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Pillay alarmed at mounting civilian toll in Gaza, appeals to all sides to abide by 
international law 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay on Friday expressed alarm at the 
Israeli military operations resulting in the killing of Palestinian civilians in Gaza, as well as 
the indiscriminate firing of rockets from Gaza into Israel. She appealed to all sides to 
abide by their obligations under international human rights law and international 
humanitarian law. 
As of Thursday early afternoon, 88 Palestinians, including at least 21 children and 11 
women, had been killed in Gaza as a result of Israeli strikes since the beginning of 
Israel’s latest military operation “Protective Edge” on Tuesday night. Reports suggest that 
hundreds more have been injured. Israeli media reports over 800 strikes since the 
operation began, with 60 on the morning of 10 July alone. 
Reports indicate that from the start of “Operation Protective Edge” to midday on 10 July, 
Palestinian armed groups have fired a total of 809 rockets and 61 mortars. Media reports 
indicate that, as of midday on 10 July, nine Israeli civilians sustained injuries while fleeing 
to shelters. … 
Pillay warned in particular that attacks must not be directed against civilians or civilian 
objects, nor should military assets be located in densely populated areas or attacks be 
launched from such areas. 
“For its part,  the Government of Israel  must  take all  possible  measures  to  ensure  full  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/250
https://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7852
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48242#.U7_h_42Swbc
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respect for the principles of distinction, proportionality and precautions in attack, during 
the conduct of hostilities, as required by international humanitarian law. In all 
circumstances, they must avoid targeting civilians, … However, we have received deeply 
disturbing reports that many of the civilian casualties, including of children, occurred as a 
result of strikes on homes. 
Such reports raise serious doubt about whether the Israeli strikes have been in 
accordance with international humanitarian law and international human rights law.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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