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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Protecting Children in Conflict 
col 1106  Louise Ellman: … does [Fiona O’Donnell] agree that it is wrong to incite to 
violence children in conflict situations? For example, a young boy who was speaking 
about a game being shown on Palestine TV in May said that Zion is Satan with a tail. Is it 
not terrible for someone to incite a young boy to make such a statement? …  

 

col 1109  Fiona O'Donnell: … The Israeli-Palestinian conflict makes victims of children 
on both sides. … 
I would be grateful if the Minister commented on last year’s UNICEF report which stated 
that the ill-treatment of Palestinian children in the Israeli military detention system was 
widespread, systematic and institutionalised. What discussions has his Department had 
with the Israeli Government and, given the recent loss of young Israeli and Palestinian 
lives, how is his Department working with the Department for International Development 
and NGOs to protect children, particularly in Gaza? 
I have constituents who have spent time working in the west bank, ensuring that 
Palestinian children can walk safely to school. Sadly, the people from whom they need to 
protect the children are all too often other children. Israeli settler children are taught 
terms of abuse and encouraged to throw stones. That is a tragedy and an abuse not just 
of the Palestinian children but of the Israeli children. They are all victims. That is why I 
tabled an early-day motion and wrote to the Foreign Secretary asking him to reintroduce 
funding for Breaking the Silence so that ordinary Israelis can hear credible voices telling 
them what is being done in their name. Children’s involvement in violence goes far 
beyond that kind of activity, however. 

 

Mrs Ellman: … Does she agree with me that there is a consistent and relentless 
campaign of incitement to violence on the Palestinian media almost daily, which 
inevitably has an impact on young children who then start to commit acts of violence? 

 

Fiona O'Donnell: My hon. Friend is right, and I saw that when I visited the area. As a 
mother, I thought how difficult it would be to raise children and try to prevent them from 
indulging in acts of violence while at the same time making them aware of their rights and 
encouraging them to challenge injustice. … 

 

col 1116  Grahame Morris: … I would like to express my heartfelt and sincere sympathy 
to the families of the three Israeli youths abducted and killed in cold blood. … 
For Palestinians, this week’s kidnapping and murder of a 16-year-old boy in a suspected 
revenge attack and the two innocent teenagers shot dead by Israeli soldiers at Ofer in 
May this  year are just as  painful and just as tragic to the Palestinian communities as the  
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deaths of the Israeli youths are for Israel. Since 2001, 1,407 Palestinian children have 
been killed by Israeli military forces and Israeli settlers as a consequence of an unjust 
and illegal military occupation. … 
… I was interested in the intervention from my hon. Friend the Member for Liverpool, 
Riverside (Mrs Ellman), in which she pointed out the radicalisation of Palestinian youth 
as a consequence of broadcasts in the Palestinian media. We should also think about 
the consequences of their day-to-day experience of being brutalised by the occupying 
power and the impact that that has on young minds. … 
There is no moral or legal justification for Israel’s collective punishment of over 800,000 
children. Although they are kept apart by military checkpoints and separation walls ; the 
children of Gaza’s fellow Palestinians in the illegally occupied west bank and east 
Jerusalem, and indeed in the refugee camps, also suffer profoundly as a result of the 
conflict. 
The rights of Palestinian children are routinely violated as Israeli military detention fails to 
safeguard basic human rights or to adhere to international law in relation to detaining 
children. … the independent report “Children in Military Custody”, which was authored by 
seven senior lawyers from the United Kingdom and funded by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. It highlights how two distinct legal systems are applied by the 
Israeli authorities to residents of the west bank depending on an individual’s race or 
national identity. When that policy was applied in South Africa, it was called apartheid … 
Some are arrested in midnight raids. … They are then shackled and blindfolded before 
being questioned without their parents being present and without access to any legal 
representation. There are extensive reports indicating that physical and verbal abuse by 
the Israeli authorities against those children is commonplace. … 
Most of those children are forced to sign confessions in Hebrew. They might have some 
understanding of Hebrew when it is spoken, but not when it is written. They often sign the 
confession in the hope of speeding up the trial. … 
… a form of psychological warfare is being waged on an entire community and that it is 
children who are being made to bear the brunt of Israel’s punitive measures. I have 
witnessed those court proceedings while visiting Israel. Indeed, the image of a young boy 
the same age as my youngest son being marched along by soldiers with his hands and 
feet in shackles was truly shocking and will stay with me for the rest of my life. … 

 

col 1134  Mark Simmonds: … we utterly condemn the appalling murders of both the 
Israeli and Palestinian children, and we stand ready to help bring those responsible to 
justice. We are concerned about the recent increase in violence in Gaza and the risks to 
children. Rockets coming from Gaza into Israel must stop. We call on Israel, Egypt and 
the Palestinian Authority to work together to allow for the legal use of the Gaza strip for 
innocent people. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/debtext/14070
3-0002.htm#14070342000001  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Business of the House 
col 1083  Gerald Kaufman: Will the right hon. Gentleman ask the Foreign Secretary to 
make an urgent statement in which he condemns the murder by Israeli terrorists of the 
Palestinian, Mohammed Abu Khdeir, who was kidnapped yesterday? The murder was 
the outcome of the hysteria that was deliberately provoked by the Israeli Prime Minister 
following the kidnap and murder of three Israeli teenagers. Will he ask the Foreign 
Secretary to send our sympathy to the family of Mohammed Abu Khdeir; to join the 
American Secretary of State, John Kerry, who has described the murder as “sickening”; 
and to make it clear to the Israelis that we expect nothing more than the hunting down 
and bringing to justice of the murderers of this poor boy? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/debtext/140703-0002.htm#14070342000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/debtext/140703-0002.htm#14070342000001
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Mr Lansley: The right hon. Gentleman rightly calls these murders sickening, as 
are all murders of teenagers. The Government very much condemn the abduction 
and murder of the Israeli teenagers and the abduction and murder of the 
Palestinian teenager. It is vital that those who are responsible are held 
accountable, and in that respect we welcome Israel’s commitment to bring those 
responsible to justice and President Abbas’s firm condemnation of the abduction 
of youngsters. It is essential, as the right hon. Gentleman knows, to avoid any 
action or rhetoric that could lead to further loss of life, and events such as these 
highlight the importance of reaching a negotiated two-state solution with the 
benefits that that would bring to all Israelis and Palestinians. I will of course, as he 
asks, draw his comments to the attention of the Foreign Secretary. As he knows, 
the Foreign Secretary and his colleagues are assiduous in keeping the House 
informed of events in the middle east. These events and others in the middle east 
are of serious concern. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/debtext/14070
3-0001.htm#14070342000002  
 
 

House of Commons Point of Order 

Robert Halfon: On a point of order, Mr Speaker. Following the question from the right 
hon. Member for Manchester, Gorton (Sir Gerald Kaufman), I fear that the wrong 
impression has been given to the House. The Israeli Prime Minister and the mayor of 
Jerusalem condemned the death of the Palestinian in Israel in the last few days. There is 
absolutely no evidence that that atrocity was carried out by an Israeli. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/debtext/14070
3-0001.htm#14070342000005 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Nadhim Zahawi: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment his Department has made of the adherence of Hamas to the Quartet 
Principles. [R] [202978] 

Hugh Robertson: The UK does not talk to Hamas. It remains the Government’s 
position that Hamas must adhere to the Quartet Principles, by renouncing 
violence, recognising Israel, and accepting previously signed agreements. To 
date, 2 July 2014, they have not. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/text/140703w0
003.htm#14070382000107  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/debtext/140703-0001.htm#14070342000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/debtext/140703-0001.htm#14070342000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/debtext/140703-0001.htm#14070342000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/debtext/140703-0001.htm#14070342000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/text/140703w0003.htm#14070382000107
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140703/text/140703w0003.htm#14070382000107
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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