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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Creationism 
Mr Godsiff: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what penalties would be incurred 
by a free school, academy or other educational establishment which was found to be 
teaching or otherwise supporting creationism. [202221] 

Mr Timpson: State-funded schools, including free schools and academies, should 
not teach creationism as an evidence-based scientific theory. Outside of science 
lessons, it is permissible for schools to cover creationism as part of religious 
education lessons, providing that this does not undermine the teaching of 
established scientific theory. Academies and free schools are required to teach a 
broad and balanced curriculum and the model funding agreement now prohibits 
the teaching of creationism as an evidence-based theory. Independent schools 
must comply with the independent school standards, and are subject to 
inspections by Ofsted or an alternative inspectorate.  All state-funded schools are 
subject to Ofsted inspections and a range of intervention powers are in place if 
required. In addition, any breach of academy or free school funding agreements in 
relation to creationism would be swiftly dealt with by the Department for Education 
and could result in the termination of the funding agreement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140630/text/140630w0
001.htm#14063048000024  
 

 

Charity Commission 

Charity Commission opens statutory inquiry into The Park Charitable Trust 
The Charity Commission, the independent regulator of charities in England and Wales, 
has announced a statutory inquiry into The Park Charitable Trust (registered charity 
number 1095541).  … The charity, which was registered in 2002, has objects that include 
the advancement of the Jewish faith and the advancement of Jewish education. … The 
inquiry will examine the charity's approach to investments and the associated decision 
making of the trustees. It will also examine the governance of the charity by the trustees 
with specific regard to conflicts of interest. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/news/charity-commission-opens-statutory-inquiry-
intothe-park-charitable-trust/  

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140630/text/140630w0001.htm#14063048000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140630/text/140630w0001.htm#14063048000024
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/search-for-a-charity/?txt=1095541
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/search-for-a-charity/?txt=1095541
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/news/charity-commission-opens-statutory-inquiry-intothe-park-charitable-trust/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/news/charity-commission-opens-statutory-inquiry-intothe-park-charitable-trust/
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made or 
will make to the government of Israel concerning prisoners and detainees now on hunger 
strike; and whether they will ask for a review process for the release of those held under 
administrative orders.[HL423] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Officials in our Consulate General in Jerusalem have monitored the cases of 
Palestinian prisoners on hunger strike and have been in regular contact with the 
Prisoners Affairs Ministry in the Palestinian Authority and relevant non-
governmental organisations. Officials raised our concerns over prisoners with the 
Israeli National Security Council on 17 June. We have previously lobbied the 
Israeli authorities to ensure that the rights of those on hunger strike to receive 
medical care of their choice and family visits be respected, and encouraged all 
sides to reach a solution that prevents loss of life. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#140
63017000483  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will seek to re-activate the 
provisions concerning Gaza of the 2005 Agreement on Movement and Access.[HL422] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government continues to press the parties to make progress in Gaza, including 
provisions contained in the 2005 Agreement on Movement and Access. In 
particular, we continue to press Israel to ease movement and access restrictions 
for goods and people. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what, if any, contribution the United 
Kingdom could make towards discovery of the group responsible for the three kidnapped 
Israeli settler teenagers; and what discussions they have held with the Israeli Prime 
Minister concerning his analysis of the situation.[HL427] 

Baroness Warsi: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right honourable Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), spoke 
to the Israeli Foreign Minister on 17 June about this issue. The Minister of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Faversham and Mid Kent (Mr Robertson), discussed the issue at length with both 
sides during his recent visit to the region on 17-19 June. We have offered 
practical support. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what support they will give to the 
new unity government in Palestine; and what action they plan to take to support the 
stabilisation of the West Bank and Gaza.[HL428] 

Baroness Warsi: The British Government welcomed the announcement on the 
formation of a new interim technocratic government for the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs). Through Department for International Development funding of 
£130 million for 2011-15, the UK supports the Palestinian Authority (PA) in 
building and maintaining the institutions needed for a future Palestinian state. 
Support to the PA is vital for maintaining stability on the ground through continued 
service delivery for Palestinians and security co-operation with Israel. We have 
made clear that our continued support will rest on the new government’s ability to 
live up to its commitments  to the  principle of  non-violence and  acceptance of all  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000483
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000483
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previous agreements and obligations, including Israel’s legitimate right to exist. In 
addition, through the tri-departmental Conflict Pool, the UK supports peace and 
stability by funding projects in Israel and the OPTs with a budget of £4 million for 
2014-15. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#140
63017000490 
 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have informed 
businesses operating in Israel and Palestine of their revised guidance on overseas 
business risk discouraging trade in illegal settlements.[HL429] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
Trade and Investment-Foreign and Commonwealth Office Overseas Business 
Risk website is the forum through which HMG raises awareness of the key 
security and political risks which British businesses may face when operating 
abroad. Whenever asked by British businesses about settlements, we set out the 
UK’s clear position on the illegality of Israeli settlements under international law, 
and share with them our advice as set out in the online guidance. The approach 
we take to disseminating the voluntary guidance with respect to Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories is the same as that we take with respect to any of 
the other countries covered by the website. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#140
63017000489 
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning recent reports of violence in Al-Jalazoun 
refugee camp, and the launch of air strikes against Gaza. [HL425] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
violence in the Al-Jalazoun refugee camp was raised in a recent discussion 
between officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv and the Israeli National Security 
Council. The Government has called on all parties to respect in full the November 
2012 Gaza ceasefire. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the prospect of a third intifada; and what discussions they have had with the 
government of Israel concerning the possibility.[HL426] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government has not made any assessment of the prospect 
of a third intifada. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to create 
trust between Israelis and Palestinians; what United Kingdom and European Union funds 
are earmarked for that purpose; and what discussions they have had with relevant British 
non-governmental organisations about trust-building.[HL492] 

Baroness Warsi: The British Government recognises the importance of building 
trust between Israelis and Palestinians, and supports a number of initiatives 
aimed at that purpose. Fostering co-existence is a key objective of our £4 million 
conflict pool, which is available in Israel and the Occupied Territories. The UK also 
supports projects through the EU, such as through the EU Partnership for Peace 
programme, which aims to build trust and understanding in the region in order to 
create the conditions for peace. The Government remains engaged with a range 
of non-governmental organisations in order to take forward peace-building 
initiatives, including those focused on building trust. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they intend to have 
with   institutions   of   the   European   Union   regarding   the  uses  of  European  Union  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000490
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000490
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000489
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000489
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expenditure in Israel and Palestine during the last 25 years.[HL494] 
Baroness Warsi: The Government engages with EU institutions through the 
relevant management committees to approve all EU expenditure in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs), and seeks to ensure that EU expenditure 
is targeted where it is most needed in order to maximise impact. There are 
currently no plans to engage in a review of the past 25 years of EU spending in 
the region, but past spending is reviewed in the yearly Court of Auditors Report, 
and the UK works closely with EU institutions to monitor the uses of EU 
expenditure in Israel and the OPTs. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of the 
relevance of the Arab League Peace Initiative to the stability of the Middle East. [HL495] 

Baroness Warsi: We assess that the Arab Peace Initiative, through its offer of the 
normalisation of relations between Arab states and Israel in the event of a 
comprehensive peace agreement, is highly relevant to the stability of the Middle 
East. During the 3rd EU-Arab League Summit in Athens on 11 June the Minister 
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member 
for Faversham and Mid Kent (Mr Robertson), reaffirmed our support for the Arab 
Peace Initiative as an important signal of the benefits a comprehensive peace 
deal would bring for the entire region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#140
63017000485  
 

Entry Clearances: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what investigations they intend to 
make into the UK Border Agency’s refusal of an entry visa to Nabil Al-Raee, Artistic 
Director of Jenin Freedom Theatre.[HL430] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): Due to its obligations under the Data Protection Act, the Home Office 
is unable to comment on individual cases. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#140
63017000471  
 
 

Downing Street 

PM statement following discovery of missing Israeli teenagers 
The Prime Minister said: I am deeply saddened by the news that the bodies of the 3 
Israeli boys kidnapped on 12 June have been found this evening. This was an appalling 
and inexcusable act of terror perpetrated against young teenagers. Britain will stand with 
Israel as it seeks to bring to justice those responsible. Tonight my thoughts and prayers 
are with the families of Gilad, Naftali and Eyal. No parent should have ever to suffer such 
heartache or grief. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-following-discovery-of-missing-
israeli-teenagers  
 
 

United Nations 

Strongly condemning murder of missing Israeli teens, UN chief urges calm on all 
sides 
Strongly condemning the murder of three Israeli teenagers abducted in mid-June in the 
West Bank, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today declared that the perpetrators’ 
attempts to stoke tensions in the region “must not be allowed to succeed”, expressing 
hope that Israeli’s and Palestinians will work together to uncover the truth. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000485
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000485
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000471
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140630w0001.htm#14063017000471
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-following-discovery-of-missing-israeli-teenagers
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-following-discovery-of-missing-israeli-teenagers
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In a statement issued by his spokesperson in New York, the Secretary-General 
condemned “in the strongest terms” the murder of the three Israeli teenagers abducted 
on 12 June in the West Bank. According to news reports, the Israeli military said it found 
three bodies northwest of Hebron earlier today. 
“There can be no justification for the deliberate killing of civilians,” said the statement, 
noting that Mr. Ban hopes Israeli and Palestinian authorities will work together to bring 
the perpetrators swiftly to justice, and extends his deepest sympathy to the families of the 
victims. 
The statement said the UN chief believes this heinous act by enemies of peace aims to 
further entrench division and distrust and to widen the conflict, and must not be allowed 
to succeed. “He calls on all parties to abide by their obligations under international law 
and to refrain from any actions that could further escalate this highly tense situation,” it 
concluded. 
Just yesterday, ahead of farewell meeting in New York with outgoing Israeli President 
Shimon Peres, the Secretary-General underscored the United Nations strong solidarity 
with Israel and stressed the need to avoid an escalation of tensions in the wake of the 
abductions. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48172#.U7JKx42Swbc  
 
In final meeting with Israeli President Peres, Ban decries global terrorism 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today stood again in solidarity with 
Israelis after the recent abduction of three students, and decried the use of terrorism in 
countries in the Middle East and around the world. 
Speaking at the beginning of a meeting in New York with President Shimon Peres of 
Israel, Mr. Ban said that the Organization takes the kidnapping very seriously and will do 
whatever it can to help, in close coordination with international partners. 
“Under any circumstances or any reasons this cannot be justified; it's totally unacceptable 
and I've condemned it in the strongest possible terms,” he said. 
“I'm sending again my strong solidarity, first of all, with those young people who were 
kidnapped and must be enduring terrible days, and their families and friends, and the 
people of Israel,” Mr. Ban noted, adding that he had spoken with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu about the situation. 
Mr. Ban had also stressed the need to avoid an escalation of tensions in the wake of the 
abductions. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48164#.U7HBAo2Swbc  
 
 

World Council of Churches 

WCC mourns the death of three Israeli teenagers 
The World Council of Churches general secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit has 
expressed deep sorrow over the killing of three Israeli teenagers whose bodies were 
recovered on 30 June, Naftali Fraenkel, Gilad Shaar and Eyal Yifrah. “We pray for their 
families, all their friends and the extended community that grieves their loss,” he said … 
“no parent, of any creed or country, be it in Israel or Palestine, or in the neighbouring 
countries of Syria and Iraq, should have to experience such anguish. … 
“Our heartfelt prayers are with all who are affected by the tragedy that has got the 
attention of the whole world, and we continue to pray for the establishment of peace with 
justice for all,” he added. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/wcc-mourns-the-death-of-three-israeli-
teenagers 
 
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7830
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48172#.U7JKx42Swbc
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3469
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48164#.U7HBAo2Swbc
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/wcc-mourns-the-death-of-three-israeli-teenagers
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/wcc-mourns-the-death-of-three-israeli-teenagers
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Vatican Radio 

Fr. Lombardi: Killing of Israeli teenagers unacceptable 
… Speaking to journalists as news of the discovery made global headlines, the director of 
the Vatican Press Office, Fr. Federico Lombardi, described the murder of Eyal Yifrah, 19, 
Gilad Shaar, 16, and Naftali Fraenkel, 16 as “a tragic and unacceptable crime”. 
He said : ''The murder of innocent people is always an execrable and unacceptable crime 
and a serious obstacle on the path to that peace  for which we must continue to tirelessly 
work and pray. Violence calls more violence and feeds the deadly circle of hatred”. 
''Pope Francis shares in the pain of the families affected by this murderous violence and 
the pain of all those affected by the consequences of hatred, and asks God to inspire in 
all thoughts of compassion and peace”. … 
The kidnapping episode has put Netanyahu in a difficult position. With a public enraged 
over the deaths, the Israeli leader has widespread support to strike Hamas. But after a 
two-week crackdown on the West Bank he is also facing international calls for restraint. 
Tensions had also been high since the shooting deaths in May of two Palestinian teens 
during a stone-throwing clash with Israeli security forces. 
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas has condemned the kidnappings, and his forces 
coordinated closely with Israel during the search for the teens. But he has so far refused 
Israeli calls to terminate the unity government, which ended a seven-year rift with 
Hamas. He says his new Cabinet remains committed to his political program.   
To read the full press release see 
http://www.news.va/en/news/fr-lombardi-killing-of-israeli-teenagers-unaccepta  
 
 

Church of Scotland 

Church of Scotland condemns murder of Israeli teenagers 
… The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Rt Rev John 
Chalmers, said: “News of the tragic deaths of Naftali Frenkel, Gilad Shaar and Eyal 
Yifrach comes as a shock to right thinking people across the world. 
The Church of Scotland condemns this act of terrible violence and offers prayers for the 
families and communities who have lost their loved ones in such dreadful circumstances. 
“Now, in a time of such sadness, the need is for restraint and not revenge. Peace has to 
remain the goal. We pray that people of genuine goodwill on both sides will hold back 
from making a difficult and painful situation even worse; using this desperate tragedy as 
moment for restraint and for the deeper exploration of ways of bringing about a peaceful 
end to the violence and killing which is bringing tears to families on both sides of this 
divide.” 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-of-scotland-
condemns-murder-of-israeli-teenagers  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 

http://www.news.va/en/news/fr-lombardi-killing-of-israeli-teenagers-unaccepta
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-of-scotland-condemns-murder-of-israeli-teenagers
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-of-scotland-condemns-murder-of-israeli-teenagers
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
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Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
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