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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Assisted Suicide 
Lord Dobbs: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have issued guidelines as 
to whether those who assist a family member to end their lives in the Dignitas clinic in 
Switzerland can expect to be prosecuted. 

The Advocate-General for Scotland (Lord Wallace of Tankerness): My Lords, 
the Crown Prosecution Service published a policy in respect of cases of 
encouraging or assisting suicide in February 2010. This sets out factors that may 
be relevant in deciding whether prosecution for assisting suicide is in the public 
interest. 

Lord Dobbs: As ever, I am grateful to my noble and learned friend. This morning the 
Supreme Court, in a landmark decision, said that the current law may be incompatible 
with human rights law, and that it might very well rule on this. It also said that it is our 
duty in Parliament to decide these issues. It put the onus back on us to decide. We will 
have that opportunity in a few weeks’ time with the Assisted Dying Bill of the noble and 
learned Lord, Lord Falconer. There are reports, which I hope I have misheard, that there 
may be an attempt to stifle discussion of these very important matters by voting the Bill 
down at Second Reading. Does my noble and learned friend agree that it would be 
inappropriate—and, indeed, highly irresponsible—to cut off debate on such a sensitive 
issue, given the passions on both sides about this hugely important question? 

Lord Wallace of Tankerness: My Lords, I am certainly aware of the judgment 
passed down by the Supreme Court this morning. In a preliminary consideration 
of it I agree with my noble friend that it indicated that it is a matter that Parliament 
ought to consider. The Government will take a collective view on the Assisted 
Dying Bill of the noble and learned Lord, Lord Falconer, to respond to that debate. 
It is fair to say that historically it has been a matter of individual conscience, which 
the Prime Minister confirmed in April this year. Therefore, it would be 
inappropriate for me from this Dispatch Box to indicate what noble Lords should or 
should not do on 18 July. I fully expect, however, that on a complex issue that 
raises passions on both sides—which I very much respect—your Lordships, in 
traditional manner, will give proper consideration to a range of arguments 
including, no doubt, the judgment passed down by the justices of the Supreme 
Court. … 

The Earl of Glasgow (LD): My Lords, are not the Government embarrassed, if not 
ashamed,  by the fact that so many terminally ill people feel forced to go to Switzerland to  
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die when, if the law was changed, they could die in their own homes with their family 
around them and a qualified doctor in assistance? … 
Baroness Meacher: My Lords, does the Minister accept that the principle of patient 
autonomy is now at the centre of medical decisions throughout our lives until the very 
end when that right to one’s autonomy is withdrawn? I understand that the Minister 
cannot take a view on one or other side of the argument, but do the Government and the 
Minister accept that it is of the utmost importance that the Second Reading is allowed in 
order to satisfy the 75% to 80% of the public who support the Bill—and, indeed, the 
wishes of the courts? 

Lord Wallace of Tankerness: My Lords, I very much expect that there will be a 
debate … 

To read the full question and answer sessione see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625-
0001.htm#14062539000229  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Vandalism of a Jewish cemetery in Manchester 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said: This is a truly appalling and sickening crime 
which has shocked the entire community. 
To desecrate an individual’s final resting place is an abominable act and my thoughts go 
out to the family and friends who will be suffering enormous pain and distress at the 
hands of these thoughtless vandals. 
This is very serious, and we should react in the strongest terms to incidents like this. We 
must ensure that those responsible are brought to justice, and made to feel the full force 
of the law. Police investigations are ongoing and they have deployed extra patrols to the 
area over the coming days. Crimes like this are utterly unacceptable in a civilised society 
like ours, and completely abhorrent to traditional British values. 
Whilst thankfully such incidents are rare, any occurrence is one too many and we all 
need to work together to ensure that crimes like this are banished from our communities 
once and for all. 
I would urge anyone who knows any information about this to come forward and contact 
the police or the Community Security Trust to help them with their ongoing enquiries to 
ensure these criminals are caught. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vandalism-of-a-jewish-cemetery-in-manchester  
 
 

Supreme Court 

R (on the application of Nicklinson and another) (Appellants) v Ministry of Justice 
(Respondent); R (on the application of AM) (AP) (Respondent) v The Director of 
Public Prosecutions (Appellant) [2014] UKSC 38  
On appeal from [2013] EWCA Civ 961  
These appeals arise from tragic facts and raise difficult and significant issues, namely 
whether the present state of the law of England and Wales relating to assisting suicide 
infringes the European Convention on Human Rights (“the Convention”), and whether the 
code published by the Director of Public Prosecutions (“the DPP”) relating to 
prosecutions of those who are alleged to have assisted suicide is lawful. … 
Judgment 
The Supreme Court, by a majority of seven to two dismisses the appeal brought by Mr 
Nicklinson and Mr Lamb. It unanimously allows the appeal brought by the DPP, and 
dismisses the cross-appeal brought by Martin. Each of the nine Justices gives a 
judgment. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625-0001.htm#14062539000229
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625-0001.htm#14062539000229
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vandalism-of-a-jewish-cemetery-in-manchester
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Reasons for the judgment 
The first appeal: is the present law on assisting suicide incompatible with Article 
8?  
The Supreme Court unanimously holds that, according to the case law of the European 
Court of Human Rights, the question whether to impose a general ban on assisted 
suicide lies within the margin of appreciation of the United Kingdom. Whether the current 
law is incompatible with Article 8 is, therefore, a domestic question for the United 
Kingdom courts to decide under the Human Rights Act 1998.  
It is also the unanimous view of the court that Section 2 engages Article 8, as it prevents 
people who are physically unable to commit suicide without assistance from determining 
how and when they should die. Accordingly, it can only be a justified interference if it 
satisfies the requirements of Article 8(2), ie that it is “necessary in a democratic society” 
for one or more of the purposes specified in that article, which in the present context 
would be “for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, or 
for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others”  …  
The second appeal: is the 2010 Policy lawful?  
The Supreme Court unanimously allows the DPP’s appeal.  
Section 2(4) of the Suicide Act 1961 precludes any prosecution of a person who has 
allegedly contravened Section 2 without the DPP’s consent. It is one thing for the court to 
decide that the DPP must publish a policy, and quite another for the court to dictate what 
should be in that policy. The exercise of judgment by the DPP, the variety of relevant 
factors, and the need to vary the weight to be attached to them according to the 
circumstances of each individual case, are all proper and constitutionally necessary 
features of the system of prosecution in the public interest. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0235_PressSummary.pdf  
 
To read the judgment see 
http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0235_Judgment.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Mr Godsiff: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on the recent destruction of fruit 
trees at the Tent of Nations farm on the West Bank. [198634] 

Hugh Robertson: We have not raised this specific issue with the Israeli 
authorities. However, we repeatedly make clear to the Israeli authorities our 
serious concerns about continued demolitions of Palestinian property and the 
need to abide by their other obligations under international law. Officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the issue of demolitions in general on 28 May with 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s office. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140625/text/140625w0
002.htm#14062558000035  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0235_PressSummary.pdf
http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0235_Judgment.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140625/text/140625w0002.htm#14062558000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140625/text/140625w0002.htm#14062558000035
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made to 
G4S about the legal implications of its remaining involvement with the Israeli Prison 
Service until 2017, in the light of Article 76 of the 4th Geneva Convention and its 
application to the detention of Palestinians.[HL358] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
considers that Israel’s detention of Palestinian prisoners within Israel is contrary to 
Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention and have clearly stated this position 
to Israeli officials. We have also made clear our concerns about Israel’s treatment 
of Palestinian detainees in meetings with G4S. International law does not impose 
direct obligations on corporations. However, the Government encourages British 
companies to show respect for human rights in their operations in the UK and 
internationally. 
In September 2013, we launched the UK Action Plan based on the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights. This is voluntary guidance which 
British businesses can consult on doing business in Israel and OPTs, but 
ultimately it is the decision of an individual or company concerned. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625w0001.htm#140
62535000246  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the new President of Egypt concerning the opening of Rafah crossing to Gaza, in 
order to facilitate travel and the transfer of medical supplies.[HL275] 

Baroness Northover: We continue to urge the Egyptian authorities to ease the 
movement of bona fide travellers and humanitarian aid through Rafah. We call on 
Israel, Egypt and the Palestinian Authority to work together to enable a sustained 
increase in the legal flow of goods and persons from and to the Gaza Strip. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their most recent 
assessment of the level of medical supplies in Gazan hospitals.[HL276] 

Baroness Northover: DFID is deeply concerned at the shortage of medical 
supplies and drugs in Gazan hospitals. The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
has estimated that in Gaza at 29% of drugs are at zero stock (less than 1 month’s 
supply). DFID is supporting the UN Access Coordination Unit to work with the 
WHO, Israel, the Palestinian Authority, and aid agencies to facilitate the transfer 
of medical equipment and supplies and patient referrals in and out of Gaza. 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had with 
the Palestinian Authority about the alleged kidnapping of Israeli teenagers on 12 June. 
[HL353] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right Hon. Friend the 
Member for Faversham and Mid Kent (Mr Robertson), discussed this with 
Palestinian Prime Minister Hamdallah and other government officials on 18 June, 
during his visit to the region. Mr Robertson expressed his concerns over the 
kidnapping, welcomed President Abbas’s condemnation of it and was briefed on 
Palestinian security co-operation with the Israelis. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625w0001.htm#140
62535000250 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625w0001.htm#14062535000246
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625w0001.htm#14062535000246
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625w0001.htm#14062535000250
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625w0001.htm#14062535000250
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House of Commons Early Day Motion 

Bob Russell (183) Presbyterian Church of the United States and Israel – That this 
House congratulates the Presbyterian Church of the United States on its vote to divest 
from Hewlett-Packard, Motorola Solutions and Caterpillar, all companies with well-
documented ties to the Israeli illegal occupation of the West Bank in defiance of 
international law, the Geneva Convention and UN resolutions; notes that this is the 
biggest move yet by any institution in the US to take non-violent action to end Israel's 
occupation; and calls on the Government to urge British companies with interests in the 
West Bank, such as G4S, to terminate their involvement which supports the illegal 
occupation. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/183  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
** Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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