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Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Lithuania 
Mike Freer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Lithuanian Government to secure restitution for 
British citizens who had assets seized by the Nazis as soon as possible. [200383] 

Mr Lidington: The Government attaches great importance to supporting the 
families tragically affected by the Holocaust—including on the issue of property 
restitution. I refer my hon. Friend to my answer of 30 January 2014, Official 
Report, column 689W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0
002.htm#14061968000128  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140130/text/140130w0
002.htm#14013094000012  
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Middle East: Jihadism 
col 992  Lord Dykes: … the publication of the Chilcot report later this year will throw 
what I guess will be an ominous light on the crafty dealings between President Bush and 
Prime Minister Blair on why they went to war: the US spluttering indignantly about the 
threat of a French veto—the first ever major one, if they were to exercise it—against the 
background of more than 30 American vetoes since 1968, allowing increasingly extreme 
Israeli Governments of growing right-wing tendency to flout international law at will in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. …  
We must for ever remember the startlingly sagacious warning of President Eisenhower  
… His advice was totally ignored for reasons of oil, money, imperialism and the helping 
of the rise of the aggressive form of Zionism which is letting down the marvellous country 
of Israel itself. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0002.htm#14061968000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0002.htm#14061968000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140130/text/140130w0002.htm#14013094000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140130/text/140130w0002.htm#14013094000012
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I have been a friend of Israel ever since I went there in 1970 and it is a fabulous country 
with a wonderful people, but they are increasingly badly let down on foreign policy and 
policies towards Palestine by an increasingly extreme right-wing Government, sadly 
doing the wrong things and making the wrong decisions. I say that even now, after the 
tragic kidnapping of the three young Israeli seminary students; I hope that they will be 
released as soon as possible, but the way to deal with that is not the way in which the 
Israeli Government are doing it. 
The Palestinians must have their place in the sun and we should respect, not denounce, 
their common Government of technocrats and Hamas. The quartet has been hopeless in 
this sense for many years; it has simply betrayed the Palestinians, whose elections have 
been postponed for far too long by President Abbas. After all, Palestine cannot be the 
only country in the world literally without its own Government and elections. The UN has 
to respond if this tragic situation continues. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140619-
0002.htm#14061957000516  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Mr Godsiff: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations the UK has made to Israel following the Israeli parliament's consideration 
of legislation to allow force-feeding of Palestinian administrative detainees on hunger 
strike. [200934] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from the British embassy in Tel Aviv met with an 
official from the Israeli Prime Minister’s office on 17 June; they expressed our 
concern over the bill. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0
002.htm#14061968000126  
 

Palestinians 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
research her Department has undertaken into the humanitarian effects of the occupation 
of the West Bank and the blockade of Gaza. [200411] 

Mr Duncan: Israeli movement and access restrictions do tremendous damage to 
the Palestinian economy; the World Bank has estimated that easing restrictions 
on Area C alone could increase Palestinian GDP by 35%. In Gaza, Israeli 
restrictions on movements of goods and people do tremendous damage to the 
economy and living standards of ordinary people. 80% of the households in Gaza 
are below the poverty line, and 57% are food insecure. The UN predicts that by 
2020 Gaza may no longer be a 'liveable' place. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0
001.htm#14061968000084  
 

Palestinians 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will make representations to his Israeli counterpart in favour of the removal of 
demolition orders from all structures at the Tent of Nations farm outside Nahalin village 
on the West Bank. [200352] 

Hugh Robertson: We have no plans, at the moment, to raise this specific issue 
with the Israeli authorities. However, we repeatedly make clear to the Israeli 
authorities our serious concerns about continued demolitions of Palestinian 
property and the need to abide by their other obligations under international law.  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140619-0002.htm#14061957000516
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140619-0002.htm#14061957000516
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0002.htm#14061968000126
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0002.htm#14061968000126
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0001.htm#14061968000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0001.htm#14061968000084
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Officials from the British embassy in Tel Aviv raised the broad issue of demolitions 
on 28 May with Prime Minister Netanyahu's office. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0
002.htm#14061968000130  
 
 

House of Commons Early Day Motion 

James Clappison (148) Kidnapped Israeli teenagers – That this House calls for the 
immediate release of the three Israeli teenagers, Eyal Yifrah, aged 19, Gilad Shaar, aged 
16 and Naftali Frenkel, aged 16, who were abducted whilst hitchhiking in the West Bank 
on 12 June 2014; supports the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs' 
strong condemnation of the kidnapping; notes the probable involvement of the Hamas 
organisation in this despicable terrorist act; and calls on the Government to continue to 
do all it can to help secure the release of the teenagers. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/148  
 
 

United Nations 

UN rights office voices concern as health of Palestinian hunger strikers 
deteriorates 
The United Nations today voiced concern as the health of a number of Palestinian 
hunger strikers protesting Israel’s ongoing use of administrative detention is reportedly 
worsening, and more than 200 Palestinians have been detained in the West Bank since 
12 June when three Israeli teenagers went missing. 
“We continue to follow closely the situation of Palestinian hunger strikers protesting 
Israel's ongoing practice of administrative detention,” Ravina Shamdasani, spokesperson 
for the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, told reporters in Geneva. “The 
health of a number of hunger strikers is reportedly critical and continues to deteriorate.” 
… OHCHR is also concerned that the legislative amendment on force-feeding before the 
Israeli Knesset could be passed as early as next Monday, and that a new provision 
reportedly allowing for the sedation of prisoners who refuse force-feeding has been 
introduced in the bill. … 
The Office is closely following the human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian 
territory after three Israeli teenagers went missing on 12 June in the West Bank near the 
city of Hebron. 
“We express our solidarity with the boys’ families and hope the teenagers will be located, 
as soon as possible, safe and sound to be reunited with their families,” Ms. Shamdasani 
stated. 
“Also, this morning, a Palestinian teenager was reportedly shot and killed in the West 
Bank, adding to the tragedy of teenagers and children falling victim to the failure to 
resolve the situation,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48092#.U6RT-42Swbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0002.htm#14061968000130
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0002.htm#14061968000130
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/148
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48092#.U6RT-42Swbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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