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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency 

Census 2011 - Ireland and Northern Ireland 
http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/population/2011/Cen2
011IrelandNorthernIreland.pdf  
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Raoul Wallenberg 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how he 
plans to mark the 70th anniversary of Raoul Wallenberg's arrival in Hungary; what recent 
discussions he has had with the government of (a) Sweden and (b) Hungary on this 
anniversary; and if he will make a statement. [199191] 

Mr Lidington: The Government is committed to ensuring that the UK continues to 
play a leading international role in Holocaust education, remembrance and 
research. This includes recalling and paying tribute to the bravery, and often 
sacrifices, of individuals such as Raoul Wallenberg—which includes a monument 
of him outside our embassy in Budapest. There are no current plans to mark the 
anniversary of his arrival in Budapest, nor have there been specific discussions 
with the Swedish or Hungarian Governments on the anniversary. However, we 
remain committed including in our role as current chair of the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, to working with the Hungarian Government to 
help them strengthen international co-operation to ensure that the lessons of the 
Holocaust are never forgotten. Hungary is currently observing a 
Holocaust Memorial Year, concluding a programme of remembrance which began 
in 2012 with a commemoration of Raoul Wallenberg 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140611/text/140611w0
003.htm#14061165000167  
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Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Spoliation Advisory Panel rules on return of a painted wooden tablet lost during 
Nazi era 
The Spoliation Advisory Panel has published a report on a claim against the British 
Library for the return of a painted wooden tablet, the Biccherna Panel. After careful 
consideration the Panel’s opinion is that the claim is sufficiently strong, and the British 
Library should return the tablet in accordance with the provisions of the Holocaust 
(Return of Cultural Objects) Act 2009. 
The Biccherna Panel was one of a number of works owned by a Munich art gallery, of 
which the Claimants are the surviving heirs of the Jewish shareholders. The sale of the 
Gallery’s contents in 1936 by the Aryanised Berlin auction house of Paul Graupe in 
response to a large tax demand was found by the Panel to have constituted a forced 
sale. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-rules-on-return-of-a-
painted-wooden-tablet-lost-during-nazi-era 
 
Report of the Spoliation Advisory Panel in respect of a painted wooden tablet, the 
Biccherna Panel 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319452/Re
port_of_the_Spoliation_Advisory_Panel_in_respect_of_a_painted_wooden_tablet__the_
Biccherna_Panel__now_in_the_possession_of_the_British_Library.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate on the Queen’s Speech 

col 412  Lord Hylton: My Lords, I should like to move the focus towards Israel and 
Palestine, where the merciless blockade of Gaza continues, while east Jerusalem and 
the West Bank remain under occupation and colonial settlements grow daily, in direct 
contravention of international law. … Nearly 50 years of occupation is unacceptable … 
It is high time that the rest of the world came to that conclusion. Israel could be a partner 
and a technological guide to the whole region, but for that to happen it will have to 
change its policies radically. … Zionism can no longer aspire to own the whole of 
mandated Palestine. 
On the Palestinian side, I am glad to say that there is some good news. … The PLO 
claims to speak for the whole Palestinian people and will be able to do so more 
convincingly as the agreement is implemented. … There will be a legislature for the West 
Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza, a President and the Palestinian National Council. … 
I therefore ask Her Majesty’s Government: what is their response to the Palestinian 
agreement and the new Government? Some in Israel and in Congress have condemned 
it unseen and unheard. I urge Ministers to remember the missed opportunities of the 
past. Will they give this new departure their fullest support? It certainly deserves it. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611-0002.htm  
 

col 469  Lord Williams of Baglan: … Three days ago, Pope Francis, in an extraordinary 
gesture on Sunday, invited the Israeli President Shimon Peres and President Mahmoud 
Abbas to Rome, where they participated in prayers in the Christian, Jewish and Muslim 
faiths. It was a bold gesture but also a poignant one. It was, after all, more than 20 years 
ago in 1994 that these two men—90 year-old Shimon Peres and 80 year-old Mahmoud 
Abbas—contributed so much to  peace in the  region by signing the  Oslo  peace accords  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-rules-on-return-of-a-painted-wooden-tablet-lost-during-nazi-era
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-rules-on-return-of-a-painted-wooden-tablet-lost-during-nazi-era
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319452/Report_of_the_Spoliation_Advisory_Panel_in_respect_of_a_painted_wooden_tablet__the_Biccherna_Panel__now_in_the_possession_of_the_British_Library.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319452/Report_of_the_Spoliation_Advisory_Panel_in_respect_of_a_painted_wooden_tablet__the_Biccherna_Panel__now_in_the_possession_of_the_British_Library.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319452/Report_of_the_Spoliation_Advisory_Panel_in_respect_of_a_painted_wooden_tablet__the_Biccherna_Panel__now_in_the_possession_of_the_British_Library.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611-0002.htm
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that led to the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority. It was poignant, too, 
because President Peres will shortly step down as head of state, to be replaced by 
Reuven Rivlin, who has espoused the concept of a greater Israel. On the Palestinian 
side, President Abbas is now ageing and his successor—whoever that might be—will 
find it much more difficult to make peace with Israel. …  
… frankly, progress on either has been meagre. How could that be otherwise when one 
party—Israel—is a powerful nation state that controls nearly all the borders of Palestine 
and occupies most of the territory while continuing to build settlements? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611-0003.htm  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to take to 
ensure that the rights in international law of both Israel and Palestine become the starting 
point for any renewal of negotiations. [HL70] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government has strongly supported the tireless efforts of US Secretary of State 
Kerry to facilitate a lasting final status agreement between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. It is disappointing that, despite these efforts, greater progress was 
not made. However, we remain convinced that common ground and political 
strength can be found, and we remain committed to doing all we can to support 
the US and the parties as they seek to find a way forward. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with the government of Israel concerning reports of two Palestinian youths killed by live 
fire, and one critically injured, during the Nakba Day demonstration.[HL73] 

Baroness Warsi: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the use of lethal 
force in this case with both the Israel Defence Force and the Israeli Border Police 
on 16 May. 
On 21 May, the local EU missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah issued a local 
statement expressing deep concern about the deaths of two Palestinian youths on 
15 May in the West Bank and emphasising the importance of such incidents being 
investigated thoroughly. They reiterated the need for security forces, whether 
Israeli or Palestinian, to refrain from the use of lethal force, except in cases where 
there is a real and imminent threat to life. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611w0001.htm#140
61155000037  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0021/15021.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611-
0001.htm#14061158000366  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611w0001.htm#14061155000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611w0001.htm#14061155000037
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0021/15021.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611-0001.htm#14061158000366
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140611-0001.htm#14061158000366
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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