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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection 

Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis (Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of 
the Commonwealth): … A week ago, Jews around the world celebrated the festival of 
Shavuot, or Pentecost. As we marked the anniversary of the giving of the ten 
commandments by God to Moses at Mount Sinai 3,300 years ago, we recalled the 
response of the Israelites immediately after this epic historic event. They unanimously 
and enthusiastically declared: “All that the Lord has said we will do.” …  
A religious life must embody good deeds, and faith must lead to responsible living. The 
people who change the world are not the dreamers and thinkers. The people who 
change the world are the doers, and the sincerity and integrity that accompany their 
actions are crucial. Abraham Lincoln commented: “The probability that we may fail in the 
struggle ought not to deter us from the support of a cause we believe to be just”. … 
As public representatives, members of this Parliament will have many ambitions and 
aspirations for Scotland. For the sake of bettering this country, we should constantly 
challenge ourselves and seek to do more and to achieve more. Let us set our sights 
high. As Pablo Picasso said, “I am always doing things I can’t do, that’s how I get to do 
them.” May God be with you in all your noble endeavours to achieve truly great things for 
Scotland. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9235&mode=htm
l#iob_83265 
 
 

Office of the Schools Adjudicator 

Independent Jewish Day School: Decision, admission arrangements 
… I do not accept that the priority given to children attending the nursery complies with 
the Code. Giving priority for nursery attendees, who must attend full time, paying or 
seeking assistance with paying for time beyond the early years entitlement, advantages 
those children and it consequently disadvantages those children whose parents decide 
not to, or are not able to, use the school’s nursery provision or would like to but are not 
allocated a place. … 
In addition there are key elements of the arrangements, particularly concerning the SIF 
and the faith-based oversubscription criteria and assessment of faith which do not 
conform with the Code …  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9235&mode=html#iob_83265
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9235&mode=html#iob_83265
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In accordance with section 88I(5) of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, I 
have considered the admission arrangements of The Independent Jewish Day School for 
admissions in September 2014. I determine that they do not conform with the 
requirements relating to admission arrangements.  
By virtue of section 88K(2) the adjudicator’s decision is binding on the admission 
authority. The School Admissions Code requires the admission authority to revise its 
admission arrangements as quickly as possible.  
To read the full determination see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319051/AD
A2577_Independent_Jewish_Day_School_Academy_Barnet_10_June_2014.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Mike Freer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the implications for the Middle East peace process of recent 
reports that Hamas leader Khaled Mashaal said his organisation will not renounce 
violence or recognise Israel. [198658] 

Hugh Robertson: Reuniting Gaza and the West Bank under a Palestinian 
Authority committed to peace with Israel is a necessary step towards resolving the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and a key element of a viable negotiated solution. We 
welcome the formation on 2 June of a new interim technocratic government for 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We have made clear that our continued 
support to the new Palestinian government will rest on its commitment to the 
principle of non-violence, a negotiated two state solution, and an acceptance of all 
previous agreements and obligations, including Israel’s legitimate right to exist. 
We now look to the new government to demonstrate these commitments through 
its actions as well as its words. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140610/text/140610w0
001.htm#1406111000022  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Love: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on the killing of two Palestinian 
teenagers at Ofer on 15 May 2014; and if he will make a statement. [198596] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv raised the use of lethal 
force in this case with both the Israel Defence Force and the Israeli Border Police 
on 16 May. 
On 21 May, the local EU missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah issued a local 
statement expressing deep concern about the deaths of two Palestinian youths on 
15 May in the West Bank and emphasising the importance of such incidents being 
investigated thoroughly. They reiterated the need for security forces, whether 
Israeli or Palestinian, to refrain from the use of lethal force, except in cases where 
there is a real and imminent threat to life. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140610/text/140610w0
002.htm#1406111000025  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319051/ADA2577_Independent_Jewish_Day_School_Academy_Barnet_10_June_2014.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319051/ADA2577_Independent_Jewish_Day_School_Academy_Barnet_10_June_2014.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140610/text/140610w0001.htm#1406111000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140610/text/140610w0001.htm#1406111000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140610/text/140610w0002.htm#1406111000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140610/text/140610w0002.htm#1406111000025
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Remarks by the British Ambassador to special Knesset session on Prevention of 
Sexual Violence in Conflict 
… Led by the British Foreign Secretary, William Hague, and Angelina Jolie, the Special 
Envoy on the issue, we are taking action now because we believe that we can change 
things. We are building a wave of public opinion across the world against the use of 
sexual violence in conflict. … 
The support of countries like Israel and high profile individuals like Bar Refaeli are 
essential to get the message out, and to convince people - this is important. We need to 
get people to add their voice to the millions already who have come together to say: 
enough. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ambassador-matthew-gould-speech-to-the-
knesset-11-june-2014  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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