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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Extremism 
col 245   
Yvette Cooper: To ask the Home Secretary to make a statement on her conduct 
regarding the Government’s action on preventing extremism. 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mrs Theresa May): … The 
Prevent strategy we inherited … confused Government policy to promote 
integration with Government policy to prevent terrorism. It failed to tackle the 
extremist ideology that undermines the cohesion of our society and inspires 
would-be terrorists to murder. In trying to reach those at risk of radicalisation, 
funding sometimes reached the very extremist organisations that Prevent should 
have been confronting. Ministers and officials sometimes engaged with, and 
therefore leant legitimacy to, organisations and people with extremist agendas. 
Unlike the old strategy, this Government’s Prevent strategy recognises and 
tackles the danger of non-violent extremism as well as violent extremism. … the 
new strategy addresses all forms of extremism. … there is now a clear 
demarcation between counter-terrorism work, which is run out of the Home Office, 
and the Government’s wider counter-extremist and integration work, which is co-
ordinated by the Department for Communities and Local Government. … the new 
strategy introduced explicit controls to make sure that public money must not be 
provided to extremist organisations. … 

col 255  David Ward: … Is it right to use the same word, “extremism”, to cover both 
forms of activity, and, if so, are we going to replace the term “devout Catholics” with 
“extremist Catholics”, or change the term “committed Christians” to “extremist 
Christians”? How can we have a sense of proportion if we are using the same word to 
cover such a vast range of behaviour? … 

col 258  Mrs May: … we take very seriously what might be happening on 
university campuses. … we are constantly working with universities to ensure that 
action can be taken on their campuses to try to stop the sort of radicalisation and 
the extremist preachers that have been on some campuses in the past. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140609/debtext/14060
9-0001.htm#1406095000001  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140609/debtext/140609-0001.htm#1406095000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140609/debtext/140609-0001.htm#1406095000001
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House of Commons Statement 

Birmingham Schools 
col 265  The Secretary of State for Education (Michael Gove):  … It is important that 
no one allows concern about these findings to become a pretext for criticism of Islam 
itself—a great faith that brings spiritual nourishment to millions and daily inspires 
countless acts of generosity. …  
The conclusions of the reports today are clear. Things that should not have happened in 
our schools were allowed to happen. Our children were exposed to things that they 
should not have been exposed to. … Any school could now be subject to rigorous, on-
the-spot inspections with no advance warning and no opportunities to conceal failure. 
And we will put the promotion of British values at the heart of what every school has to 
deliver for children. … 

 

col 267  Tristram Hunt: … Sir Michael reports governors “trying to impose and promote 
a narrow faith-based ideology in what are non-faith schools.” He says: “They do not 
ensure that a broad and balanced curriculum equips pupils to live and work in a multi-
cultural, multi-faith and democratic Britain.” This is an issue for faith schools as well as 
non-faith schools. We cannot have such situations in any English schools … 

 

col 270  Jack Straw: … If we are to get the overwhelming majority of followers of the 
Muslim faith on board, it is crucial that we distinguish between those who are devout, but 
who embrace British values, and those who are extreme. We need to concentrate on 
those who are extreme and see them isolated. 

 

Michael Gove: I absolutely agree. … Let me emphasise that there is a key distinction, 
which this Government have drawn, between perfectly respectable religious 
conservatism, whatever the faith, and extremist activity. It is vital that that distinction is 
maintained. … 

 

col 273   Shabana Mahmood: It is clear from the reports published today that the central 
charge that there has been an organised plot to import extremism that has radicalised 
children in Birmingham has not been met. … Does the Secretary of State therefore regret 
the tone of the debate, which has sent a clear message to Muslim parents in Birmingham 
and beyond that the education of their children will be viewed through the prism of 
national security? 

 

Michael Gove: … Sheik Shady al-Suleiman spoke at one of these schools and his 
comments are now on the record of the House. I think that anyone listening to those 
comments would recognise that such a speaker in a school is exposing children to the 
dangers of extremism. …  

c 

col 276  Keith Vaz: … Will the Secretary of State confirm … that his support of faith 
schools remains unshakeable? … 

 

Michael Gove: … I am also delighted to reinforce my support not just for faith schools, 
but for free schools that have a faith ethos … 

 

col 284  Peter Bone: … Chris Bryant … made a very fair point about faith schools that 
want to teach conservative religious values. How do the Government distinguish between 
such schools and schools in which extremism is happening? 

 

Michael Gove: Clear requirements apply to all voluntarily aided faith schools. They are, 
of course, allowed to make provision for appropriate worship and for freedom of 
conscience, but they must also offer a broad and balanced curriculum, as has always 
been the case. They must also respect British values, and, as a result of the proposals 
on which I intend to consult from today, they will always be required to promote those 
values actively in the future as well. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140609/debtext/14060
9-0001.htm#1406095000002  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140609/debtext/140609-0001.htm#1406095000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140609/debtext/140609-0001.htm#1406095000002
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House of Lords Debate on the Queen’s Speech 

col 148  Lord Storey: … During the past 10 years, we have also seen the number of 
faith schools increase considerably. I speak as someone who was head of a faith school 
for five years. The notion that you separate children by their religion has to be carefully 
considered. Faith schools bring a caring and mutually respective ethos but children need 
to understand the tolerance of a multicultural community. My own daughter went to a 
Jewish school. She developed not only an understanding of different faiths but lasting 
friendships with children from other faiths. Faith schools should never be allowed to 
develop religious indoctrination and it is hugely important that they encourage and allow 
children from faiths other than their own to be enrolled. … 

 

col 149  The Lord Bishop of Chelmsford: … One of the few things that parents and 
politicians agree on is that they want education to be about more than results. Ethos is 
what everyone is after, but how is it achieved? Most would agree that it comes from a 
common set of values, articulated by the head and shared by staff, governors, pupils and 
parents. As Madeleine Bunting wrote some years ago, “This is where faith schools can 
have an advantage. They can fall back on a well-known, religious narrative to which 
there is still considerable adherence in some form. As the last census showed”, over 
50% of people in this country, “still describe themselves as Christian; that may not mean 
going to church but it may mean wanting children to grow up with broadly Christian 
values”. It is not that other schools cannot achieve this; of course they can, but it may be 
harder … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140609-
0001.htm#1406094000401  
 
 

House of Lords Statement 

Birmingham Schools 
col 170  Lord Baker of Dorking: … I suggest to the Minister that it would be easier if he 
were to announce a moratorium on the approval of any new single-faith schools. The 
object we are trying to achieve is that students in British schools, irrespective of their 
race, colour, creed or faith, will sit next to each other, play with each other, eat with each 
other, go home in the buses with each other and respect each other. If we do not achieve 
that, our society will be divided by faith and that would be disastrous for our country. 

 

Lord Nash: I welcome my noble friend’s extremely mature comments, with which I 
largely agree. So far as a moratorium on faith schools is concerned, there is a great 
place in our society for faith and church schools, which have been extremely successful. 
Church schools in fact promote community cohesion, it is acknowledged, better than 
other schools. We must make sure that all schools promote community cohesion and 
inclusiveness. 

 

col 173  Lord Pearson of Rannoch: … Does the noble Lord agree that this activity does 
not emulate the Trojan horse so much as follow the violent Muslim tenet of al-hijrah, 
whereby the faithful are instructed to emulate the Prophet after he became established in 
Medina and sent into exile or slaughtered his generous hosts who did not join his new 
religion? … 

 

Lord Nash: My Lords, I am sure you will agree that our society is greatly enriched by the 
Muslim population in this country, the vast majority of whom are law-abiding and 
substantial contributors to our way of life. …  

 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: … as somebody from a Muslim background who was brought 
up with a secular education … I do not believe in faith schools. We should not be rolling 
out far more faith schools but promoting children growing up by learning about all faiths 
and none—and sitting side by side …  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140609-0001.htm#1406094000401
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140609-0001.htm#1406094000401
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col 174  The Lord Bishop of Norwich: … earlier this afternoon … the right reverend 
Prelate the Bishop of Chelmsford said that good religious education is one of the best 
ways of countering religious extremism. I would be interested to know whether the 
Minister agrees. Given that none of the schools subject to these inspections in 
Birmingham were faith schools—although listening to our discussion, you would have 
thought otherwise—does it not seem that appropriate, well balanced and enriching 
religious education may have been an area of neglect? I cannot help but wonder whether 
this has been facilitated too easily by the way in which religious education has 
sometimes been marginalised in the curriculum by the Department for Education in 
recent years and whether we are reaping some reward for that. 

 

Lord Nash: I agree entirely with the comments made by the right reverend Prelate the 
Bishop of Norwich. This certainly raises issues on how we inspect for religious education. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140609-
0002.htm#14060912000084  
 
 

Ofsted 

Advice note provided on academies and maintained schools in Birmingham to the 
Secretary of State for Education 
http://tinyurl.com/n2zyfj4  
 
Individual inspection reports for the 21 schools can be read at  
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/news/advice-note-provided-academies-and-maintained-
schools-birmingham-secretary-of-state-for-education-rt  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Spoliation Advisory Panel rules on return of three Meissen figures lost during Nazi 
era 
The Spoliation Advisory Panel has published a report on a claim against the Victoria and 
Albert Museum for the return of three Meissen figures. After careful consideration the 
Panel’s opinion is that the claim is sufficiently strong, and the V&A should offer to return 
the figures in accordance with the provisions of the Holocaust (Return of Cultural 
Objects) Act 2009. 
The Meissen figures were once the property of the art collector, Emma Budge. The Panel 
found that following the death of Mrs Budge in 1937, her art collection was sold by the 
Aryanised Jewish auction house of Paul Graupe and her family was deprived of the 
proceeds of the sale. 
The Panel’s recommendation is that the Victoria and Albert Museum should offer to 
return the figures to the Estate of Mrs Budge, given the circumstances of their loss. 
However, given that Mrs Budge expressed a wish that, following her death, some or all of 
her art collection should go to museums in Germany or abroad, the Panel has invited the 
Executor of the Estate to consider whether it would be appropriate for one of the Meissen 
figures to remain in the possession of the Victoria and Albert Museum. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-rules-on-return-of-three-
meissen-figures-lost-during-nazi-era 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140609-0002.htm#14060912000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140609-0002.htm#14060912000084
http://tinyurl.com/n2zyfj4
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/news/advice-note-provided-academies-and-maintained-schools-birmingham-secretary-of-state-for-education-rt
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/news/advice-note-provided-academies-and-maintained-schools-birmingham-secretary-of-state-for-education-rt
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-rules-on-return-of-three-meissen-figures-lost-during-nazi-era
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-rules-on-return-of-three-meissen-figures-lost-during-nazi-era
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Report of the Spoliation Advisory Panel in respect of 3 Meissen Figures 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/318667/40
796_HC_208_accessible.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

United Nations 

In Gaza, senior UN envoy pledges support as Palestinian unity government takes 
shape 
… While in Gaza, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert 
Serry, … "congratulated the Ministers on their appointment and discussed with them the 
many practical challenges ahead,” [and] assured the officials of the full support of the 
UN, which is ready to increase its considerable programme of works in Gaza, including in 
the priority areas of water and energy. 
“Gazans must, as soon as possible, feel the dividends of unity. Open crossings both for 
goods and people, access to construction material, re-establishing trade links between 
the West Bank and Gaza and exports are urgently needed to kickstart the economy and 
create job opportunities,” he said, highlighting in that regard the critical importance for 
calm to advance this agenda. 
Mr. Serry also expressed hope that the obstacles on the Ministers' travel would soon be 
removed so that the new Government could carry out its duties unimpeded both in Gaza 
and in the West Bank. 
"We count on a constructive approach by all stakeholders, including Israel, and urge all to 
refrain from unhelpful actions," he said. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47990#.U5crWJSSwbc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Remarks by President Barroso at the 10th High Level meeting of religious leaders 
… Freedom of religion and belief is a universal human right that needs to be protected 
everywhere and for everyone. Freedom of religion includes the right to have a religion, to 
change it and not to adhere to any religion. … 
I also would like to inform you that this morning we observed a minute of silence paying 
tribute to the victims of the recent murderous attack in the Jewish museum here in 
Brussels. 
Churches and religious communities have an important contribution to make to ensure 
that the dignity of the human being is respected and promoted. They can help to reach 
out to each-other, show solidarity and avoid that differences turn into hatred, murder and 
conflict. And they inspire political action that helps to improve the lives of our citizens.  … 
We have also seen – at least most of those who spoke – how important it is at the same 
time to fight extremism, be it religious intégrisme or fundamentalism but also racism. … 
We took stock of the recent tendencies that we are seeing in some parts of our societies 
and that in fact are putting in question relations between people, where the other is 
perceived  as  the  enemy,  and  precisely the need  to combat  with  firmness all forms of  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/318667/40796_HC_208_accessible.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/318667/40796_HC_208_accessible.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47990#.U5crWJSSwbc
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discrimination against, for instance, the Jewish communities - the recent attacks here in 
Brussels demonstrate how serious the situation is - but also against all kinds of 
discrimination, and the link between political extremism and fanaticism - points made by 
you in this debate. … 
… Some of us, including myself, mentioned how important it was the meeting for prayer 
between Pope Francis, President Shimon Peres and President Mahmoud Abbas on 
Sunday. That appears as a stark symbol that leadership and courage are required to find 
peace today and that the religious message can also be a contribution for peace. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-446_en.htm?locale=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
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