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Home Affairs 

House of Commons: Report Stage, Consumers Rights Bill 

col 655   Proposed introduction of a new clause 13 
Goods to be as described: meat products— 
‘(1) All products containing halal and kosher meat shall be labelled as such at the point of 
sale by retail and food outlets. … 

 

col 668  Stella Creasy: … We are concerned about whether this amendment has a 
significant effect on animal welfare and implications beyond that. In particular, we must 
ensure that our laws strike the right balance between concern for animal welfare, which 
many of us have, transparency for consumers and respect for the traditions of different 
businesses and different communities. … our position is to seek proper engagement with 
all faith groups before we move forward on such a measure. … 

 

col 669  Greg Knight: … If we are to have labelling, is it not important that the labelling 
specifies whether the meat was pre-stunned halal or non-pre-stunned? 

 

Philip Davies: … Animal welfare is a big issue for lots of people, but it is not the only 
one. Many other faith groups are concerned about the blessing given to the meat before 
sale, and his proposal would not address their particular concerns. My new clause has 
been drafted with all such people in mind, because the issue is bigger than one only of 
animal welfare. … 

 

col 671  Shabana Mahmood: … Does he not agree that in the interests of fairness and 
consumer transparency consumers have the right to know about the origins of non-
religiously slaughtered meat, whether that meat has been stunned or not, if it has been 
stunned what method was used and the method of non-religious slaughter? … 

 

Jonathan Djanogly: I support further labelling, but does my hon. Friend agree that it is 
wrong to look at religious slaughter in isolation from other forms of slaughter …? … Why 
is he picking on religious communities …? 

 

col 672  Philip Davies: … I do not really see who loses out from the new clause. It is to 
the advantage of those people who want to buy halal and kosher meat and to the 
advantage of those who specifically do not that meat is properly labelled. So I do not see 
who the victim of my new clause is. Everyone is a winner. … one of the fundamental 
rights of the consumer is to know what they are purchasing. … 
According to the EU DIALREL project, the exemption from religious slaughter in schedule  

12 to the Welfare of Animals (Slaughter or Killing) Regulations 1995 clearly states that 
the exemption applies to people of that religion—not to everybody. That implies that halal  
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and kosher meat should be consumed by those of Muslim and Jewish faiths respectively, 
because that type of slaughter is specified for their religious needs. That is clearly not the 
case, because Muslims make up a small proportion of the UK population, yet the Halal 
Food Authority estimated two years ago that halal meat makes up 25% of the meat 
market. I suspect that the figure is even higher. Similarly, approximately 70% of kosher 
meat that is sold is not consumed by the Jewish community. … There have been cases 
of schools, hospitals, pubs, sports arenas, cafés, markets and hotels serving halal meat 
to customers without their knowledge. … 
Some 98% of consumers in the 2004 Co-op survey of consumer attitudes to the ethics of 
the food industry stated that they supported the humane treatment of animals. 
Considering that some halal and kosher meats are slaughtered without pre-stunning, 
many such consumers would not buy the meat if they were aware of what it was. …  
The Sikh Council UK … believes that everyone has the right to purchase and consume 
food in accordance with their religious beliefs. Hindus have said that they, too, agree with 
my new clause … Many of these groups do not focus on animal welfare but specifically 
object to the religious blessing that goes with the practice. … I do not know if hon. 
Members read the article by Taj Hargey, the director of the Muslim Educational Centre of 
Oxford and the imam of the Oxford Islamic Congregation, who said that the practice is 
“covert religious extremism and creeping Islamic fundamentalism making its way into 
Britain by the back door. … “ He also said that the idea that Muslims cannot eat non-halal 
meat is completely wrong, and “has no theological basis in the Koran, the supreme text 
of Islam.” … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/debtext/14051
3-0003.htm  

 

col 684  Mrs Main: … There is also a significant over-slaughtering of animals for halal 
and kosher meat within the food chain to allow for the amount of demand that might arise 
in countries that import such meat, which means that there is no way of showing what 
happens to animals that have been killed in that way and where they end up in the food 
chain. … without Europe-wide traceability, his proposal will be totally unenforceable. … 

 

col 688  Yasmin Qureshi: … I am concerned about the way in which this debate on halal 
and kosher has been taking place in the country and about some of the things that have 
been said in the Chamber. At the heart of this debate is a suggestion that somehow the 
halal and kosher slaughtering processes are more painful for the animal than the 
stunning process. … We know that it just wants to have a go at one particular group of 
people. I want to deal with one central question, which seems to be the accepted wisdom 
of everyone here, and that is whether the kosher and halal method of slaughtering is 
more painful. 
A scientific study was carried out by Professor Schultz and his colleague at Hanover 
university in Germany. They took one group of animals and followed the halal and kosher 
slaughtering process, and then took another group and followed the stunning process. 
They placed electrodes on the animals concerned and monitored the level of pain 
experienced by the animals. … 
“The first three seconds from the time of Islamic slaughter as recorded on the EEG did 
not show any change from the graph before slaughter, thus indicating that the animal did 
not feel any pain during or immediately after the incision…For the following 3 seconds, 
the EEG recorded a condition of deep sleep—unconsciousness. This is due to the large 
quantity of blood gushing out from the body…After the above-mentioned 6 seconds, the 
EEG recorded zero level, showing no feeling of pain at all …  
With the stunning method, although the animal appeared to fall unconscious after the 
stunning, in fact the EEG graph “showed severe pain immediately after stunning”. 
Let us be realistic about stunning. It is not a nice little prick; it is done via an electric 
shock or sometimes, with some animals,  a  pistol.  We are not  talking  about a  painless  

death. … 
We should have a proper scientific debate about  slaughtering,  because the  evidence is  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/debtext/140513-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/debtext/140513-0003.htm
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out there. Concern is perpetuated because most people do not know how the halal or 
kosher methods of slaughter take place. If they looked into the studies that have been 
done in America …  
… it is about time that the counter-argument and the full facts were presented to the 
country and to Parliament. For far too long, the debate has been skewed, because 
certain sections of the media want to deal with just one aspect, but they are misleading 
people. … 

 

col 692  Jenny Willott: … we want people to have the information that they need to 
make informed choices about the food that they buy. … There is no single clear definition 
of halal meat. The majority of halal meat produced in this country comes from animals 
that are stunned before slaughter, whereas kosher meat all comes from unstunned 
animals. … 
If there is to be compulsory labelling, we believe that this would best be done at a 
European level. … An EU study is currently being undertaken on precisely that question, 
so we are waiting with interest the publication of the study so that we have full 
information on what consumers want. We will review all our options at that point. …  

 

Clause defeated: Ayes 17, Noes 281. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/debtext/14051
3-0004.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions to the Deputy Prime Minister 
T6. [904008] Henry Bellingham: Does the Deputy Prime Minister agree that consumers 
deserve to have clear labelling of all halal meat in stores and restaurants? If my 
constituents go to Pizza Express, they expect the guidance and labelling to be on the 
menu, not just on the website. 

The Deputy Prime Minister: I have a lot of sympathy with what my hon. Friend 
says. Consumers need the right information about the food that they are buying. 
Some meat is already voluntarily labelled as halal or kosher. This is an issue that 
provokes strong responses, and for some people it is important that all meat is 
labelled clearly. We are working with other EU countries to look at the best 
options for compulsory labelling, to give consumers the choice they want. A study 
into this matter will finish this summer, and we will review the options then. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/debtext/14051
3-0001.htm#14051357000022  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Ian Austin: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
discussions she has had with the Palestinian Authority on that body's use of UK funding. 
[197752] 

Mr Duncan: The UK regularly meets Palestinian Authority Ministers, most recently 
on 6 March 2014 as part of our regular strategic dialogue to discuss progress 
against  commitments  in  our  Memorandum  of  Understanding.   The  discussion 
covered the range of areas of cooperation  (including security and justice,  finance  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/debtext/140513-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/debtext/140513-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/debtext/140513-0001.htm#14051357000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/debtext/140513-0001.htm#14051357000022
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and the economy) as well as progress on developing the new Palestinian National 
Development Plan. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/text/140513w0
006.htm#1405142000137  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the United States' Secretary of State’s prediction that Israel risks becoming an 
apartheid state.[HL6950] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The British Government has made no assessment of this issue. A negotiated two-
state agreement remains the only way to resolve the conflict. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning reports of Christian pilgrims being fired on 
with tear gas by the Israeli military at the Tomb of Lazarus in East Jerusalem.[HL6952] 

Baroness Warsi: An official from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised this incident with 
an Israel Defence Forces (IDF) spokesperson on 8 May. The spokesperson 
maintained that the Israeli soldiers did not fire tear gas directly at the pilgrims but 
at Palestinian protesters nearby who were throwing stones at the IDF soldiers. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many of the 38 recommendations 
made by UNICEF in its March 2013 report on children in Israeli military detention have 
been implemented by the government of Israel; and what discussions they have had with 
that government on the number that are yet to be implemented.[HL6975] 

Baroness Warsi: The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)’s most recent 
progress report on children in Israeli military detention, published in October 2013, 
indicates that Israel has taken some positive steps but does not give an 
assessment as to how many of the recommendations UNICEF consider to have 
been implemented. 
We continue to urge the Israeli authorities to take action on the recommendations 
made in the UNICEF report and the earlier independent report by senior British 
lawyers. Minister of State at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Faversham and Mid Kent (Mr Robertson), wrote to the 
Israeli Attorney General on this issue on 31 March. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140513w0001.htm#140
51375000586  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Luce: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their policy regarding the 
breakdown of Israeli–Palestinian talks.[HL6927] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): I 
refer the noble Lord to the answer given by the Minister of State, my Rt. Hon. 
Friend the Member for Faversham and Mid Kent (Mr Robertson), on 6 May 2014, 
Official Report, column 73W. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to take to 
support access to Israeli courts for Palestinian civilian victims of military or settler 
violence.[HL6949] 

Baroness Warsi: The British Government provides funding through our Conflict 
Pool for the Israeli non-governmental organisation Yesh Din to provide legal aid to  

victims of settler violence. We do not currently  have plans to  expand this  support  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/text/140513w0006.htm#1405142000137
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140513/text/140513w0006.htm#1405142000137
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140513w0001.htm#14051375000586
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140513w0001.htm#14051375000586
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to those affected by Israeli military actions. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140513w0001.htm#140
51375000587  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0
003.htm#14050638000175  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they intend to take to 
end Israel's occupation of the West Bank.[HL6948] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The British Government still sees negotiations towards a two state solution as the 
best way to meet the national aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians and lead to a 
sovereign, viable and contiguous Palestinian state, living in peace and security 
alongside a safe and secure Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140513w0001.htm#140
51375000588 
 
 

United Nations 

At international meeting on Jerusalem, Ban urges Israelis, Palestinians to resume 
negotiations 
Continued inaction in the Middle East peace process could lead to further instability in the 
region, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned today at an international 
meeting in Turkey, reiterating his calls on Israelis and Palestinians to avoid unilateral 
steps that would aggravate the situation and diminish prospects for negotiations to 
resume. 
In a message delivered by Robert Serry, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process, Mr. Ban told the parties that “not making a choice in favour of peace and 
co-existence within the two-State framework is the most detrimental choice of all.” … 
The Secretary-General noted in his message to the meeting that he was “particularly 
troubled” by recent mounting tensions around the sensitive issue of Jerusalem and 
access to its holy sites, including in and around the Haram Al-Sharif/Temple Mount. … 
He urged all sides to negotiate a solution where Jerusalem is the capital of the two 
States, and warned against “attempts to establish facts on the ground that alter the 
character of the Old City, or allow provocations that could trigger further unrest and 
deepen mistrust.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47775#.U3OqOa1dUbc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Secretary of State for Defence 
T4. [903971] Robert Halfon: Iran’s position as the world’s leading state sponsor of 
terrorism was highlighted once again in March when Israel intercepted the Gaza-bound 
Klos-C ship with a  deadly cargo  of advanced long-range rockets. What estimate has my  

hon. Friend made of  Iran’s continued support for terrorism and the effect that that has on  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140513w0001.htm#14051375000587
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140513w0001.htm#14051375000587
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638000175
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638000175
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140513w0001.htm#14051375000588
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140513w0001.htm#14051375000588
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7664
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47775#.U3OqOa1dUbc
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our security and strategic interests in the middle east? 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Defence (Andrew Murrison): 
Iran’s known support for militant groups across the middle east remains cause for 
grave concern, and it rather undermines President Rouhani’s stated desire to 
improve Iran’s relations with its neighbours. The UK will continue to work with 
allies to ensure a suitable response to Iran’s destabilising activities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140512/debtext/14051
2-0001.htm#1405129000023  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Ping Pong: House of Lords agreement to Commons amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140512-
0003.htm#14051243000172  
 

Ping Pong: House of Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140512/debtext/140512-
0001.htm#14051222000006  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140512/debtext/140512-0001.htm#14051222000006
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
CCTV and other monitoring and verification methods in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 16 May 2014) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-
verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Government review of the Muslim Brotherhood (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-review-of-the-muslim-brotherhood  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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