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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East 
Andrew Rosindell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to support the Israeli government in its campaign against Hamas. 
[208099] 

Mr Ellwood: Throughout Operation Protective Edge, we condemned Hamas’ 
indiscriminate attacks on Israeli civilians and reaffirmed our support to Israel’s 
right to self defence. We have also repeatedly made clear that Hamas must 
renounce violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements. 
Hamas need to be part of any ceasefire negotiations in response to the current 
Gaza crisis—we support Egyptian-led efforts to this end. Today, the UK has three 
objectives—to maintain a ceasefire, to alleviate humanitarian suffering, and to get 
meaningful negotiations underway so that we can begin to address the underlying 
causes of the conflict on both sides, which is the only hope of breaking this cycle 
of violence and devastation once and for all. We stand ready to play our full part in 
supporting a settlement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140909/text/140909w0
003.htm#14090981000012  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Palestine 
Jean Urquhart: To ask the Scottish Government whether an independent Scotland 
would recognise Palestine as an independent state and vote to allow it full membership 
of the UN. (S4W-22341) 

Fiona Hyslop: It is for an independent Scotland to decide its own future foreign 
policy. The current Scottish Government supports a two state solution for the 
Israel and Palestine situation. The current Scottish Government is supportive of 
direct negotiations between Israel and Palestine and calls on both parties to work 
towards a peaceful solution to the conflict. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-22341&ResultsPerPage=10 
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United Nations 

UNICEF assistance plays key role for Gazan children to begin a new school year 
The devastating 50-day conflict has forced the new academic year in the Gaza Strip to 
begin three weeks late …  
Speaking to reporters in Geneva, UNICEF spokesperson Christophe Boulierac 
emphasized that … “The resumption of classes is vitally important in the healing process 
to help children regain a sense of security, normalcy and stability in a safe and familiar 
environment,” … 
UNICEF was also planning to rebuild 48 schools in 2014 and 60 schools in 2015. In total, 
108 out of 132 government-run schools would be repaired – depending on the funding 
provided to UNICEF's Back to School campaign. … 
To address the psychological trauma suffered by the children, UNICEF is also organizing 
a week of special recreational sessions for all schools, designed to allow trained staff to 
identify for specialized support referrals children who had been more seriously 
traumatized by the conflict. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48667#.VBBbbGSSyRM  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
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Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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