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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

AQW 31720/11-15 Peter Weir: To ask the First Minister and deputy First Minister what 
new initiatives are being taken to tackle racism. 

The Racial Equality Strategy, “A Sense of Belonging” which is currently out for 
consultation until 10th October will underpin all our work in tackling all forms of 
racism. The strategy has been developed in consultation with minority ethnic 
representatives. 
We have also agreed a programme of interventions to deal with the increase in 
race crime incidents in recent months. 
Tackling racism also aligns with the Together: Building a United 
Community (TBUC) strategy. This commits us to ensure that good relations – 
including good race relations - are mainstreamed into the revised arrangements 
following the review of public administration. This will help to bring about a proper 
recognition of the importance of good relations in tackling wider social issues. 
TBUC commits to encourage reporting of intimidation or harassment and to seek 
to build a culture where people feel comfortable to report when they have been 
the victim of intimidation or harassment. 
OFMDFM is also working with the Department of Justice on the implementation of 
the Community Safety Strategy and the elements in that strategy that are aimed 
at addressing hate crime. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=192882  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Exports: Israel 
Mr Love: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the likelihood of use by Israeli forces of equipment 
containing UK components in breaches of international humanitarian law in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip; and if he will make a statement. [207825] 

Mr Ellwood:  We reviewed all  existing export  licences to Israel during  Operation  
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Protective Edge. We found that the vast majority of exports currently licensed for 
Israel were not for items that could be used by Israeli forces in operations in Gaza 
in response to attacks by Hamas. 
On 12 August, the Government announced that 12 licences were identified for 
components which could be part of equipment used by the Israel Defence Forces 
in Gaza. As we were unable to clarify whether export licence criteria was being 
met, we took the decision to suspend this small number of export licences if there 
was a resumption of significant hostilities. 
We monitored the situation closely and assessed that the resumption of hostilities 
when Hamas later broke the ceasefire was not enough to warrant a suspension. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140908/text/140908w0
002.htm#1409093000023 
 

Middle East 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the use of components for Paveway II bombs manufactured 
by Raytheon in Scotland by Israeli military forces during Operation Protective Edge. 
[207102] 

Mr Ellwood: The Government takes seriously any reports that British components 
may have been used by Israeli forces during Operation Protective Edge. 
However, neither the Foreign and Commonwealth Office nor our embassy in Tel 
Aviv have received any reports on the use of components for Paveway II bombs 
being used by the Israeli military forces during the recent fighting. 

Ms Ritchie: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment his Department has made of whether recent Israeli military operations in 
Gaza are in breach of international law. [207151] 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 22 July 2014, Official Report, column 1050W, on the Middle 
East, when his Department will conduct a full assessment of whether Israeli military 
action during Operation Protective Edge has complied with its international legal 
obligations. [207156] 

Mr Ellwood: We are clear that there must be meaningful investigations into 
possible violations of international humanitarian law by all sides, including those 
abuses committed by Hamas and other militant groups. We call on all parties to 
co-operate with the UN Commission of Inquiry, which must be balanced and 
impartial. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what meetings he or Ministers in his Department have had with civil society or 
religious groups based in the UK to discuss the situation in Israel and Palestine since the 
start of July 2014; and which such groups have met on what dates; [207414] 
(2) what meetings Ministers in his Department have had with civil society or religious 
groups based in the UK which have discussed the situation in Israel and Palestine since 
1 July 2014; which organisations attended each such meeting; and when each such 
meeting took place. [207285] 

Mr Ellwood: Since the start of July, I have held two meetings with civil 
society/religious groups based in the UK to discuss the situation in Israel and 
Palestine. 
On 5 August, I held a meeting with a delegation from the British Arab Association. 
Representatives from the British Arab Association, Syrian Association, Sudanese 
Association, Young Arab Professionals, Arab Women Association, Yemeni 
Association, Palestinian Return Centre and the Palestinian Forum in Britain 
attended. 
The other meeting was also held on 5 August with non-governmental 
organisations. Representatives from Amnesty International, Oxfam, Save the 
Children, Christian Aid, Action Aid,  Welfare Association, Quakers, Medical Aid for  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140908/text/140908w0002.htm#1409093000023
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Palestinians, British Red Cross, Catholic Aid Agency for England and Wales 
(CAFOD), Council for Arab-British Understanding (CAABU) and Friends of Birzeit 
university attended. This was a joint Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office/Department for International Development (DFID) meeting with myself and 
the Minister of State, Department for International Development, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for New Forest West (Mr Swayne). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140908/text/140908w0
003.htm#1409093000033 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0
002.htm#14072281003111  
 

 

United Nations 

Erosion of Gaza's economy accelerates amid Israeli military operations, ongoing 
blockade - UN 
Even before the latest crisis in the Gaza Strip, the tiny enclave's local economy was in a 
state of total collapse, chiefly due to the accumulated impact of a crushing seven-year 
blockade and two devastating Israeli military operations in November 2012 and 
December 2008, according to a new United Nations report out today. 
The 2014 report on Assistance to the Palestinian People, compiled by the UN 
Conference on Trade and Development, details how Palestinian economic deterioration, 
which is largely rooted in the territory's occupied status, has resulted in weak growth, a 
precarious fiscal position, forced dependence on the Israeli economy, mass 
unemployment, wider and deeper poverty, and greater food insecurity. 
While the report's findings do not cover fallout from the current Gaza crisis … UNCTAD's 
Mahmoud Elkhafif said the situation today is emblematic of the ongoing erosion of 
Palestinian economic growth and development. …  Since the Palestinian economy is no 
longer able to sustain itself, the only remaining option is for Palestinians living in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip to import products mainly from Israel. … 
To read the full press release 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48631#.VA8bDmSSyRM  
 
Report on UNCTAD assistance to the Palestinian people: Developments in the 
economy of the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
http://unctad.org/meetings/en/SessionalDocuments/tdb61d3_en.pdf  
 
 

Human Rights Watch 

“Make Their Lives Miserable”: Israel’s Coercion of Eritrean and Sudanese Asylum 
Seekers to Leave Israel 
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/israel0914_ForUpload_0.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140908/text/140908w0003.htm#1409093000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140908/text/140908w0003.htm#1409093000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281003111
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140722/text/140722w0002.htm#14072281003111
http://unctad.org/en/pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=204
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48631#.VA8bDmSSyRM
http://unctad.org/meetings/en/SessionalDocuments/tdb61d3_en.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/israel0914_ForUpload_0.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf

