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House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Please note that the statement and questions abstracted below under the heading 
of “Israel” also include some matters relating to Home Affairs. 
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Summer Recess (DCLG Work) 
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Mr Eric Pickles): … 
[col 6WS] on 13 August, Ministers met the Jewish organisation, Community Security 
Trust, to hear about the rise in anti-Semitism as a consequence of recent events in the 
middle east, and to listen to the concerns of the British Jewish community. The group 
recorded more than 200 incidents in July, the second highest monthly total since the 
organisation started recording incidents in 1984. Britain has a long standing reputation 
for freedom of speech and freedom of religion, within the law. Whatever one’s views 
about the politics of Israel and Gaza, there is absolutely no place in our country for anti-
Semitic attacks. Those who commit hate crimes should expect to be punished with the 
full force of the law. Everyone who believes in British liberties should condemn anti-
Semitism and stand up for the Jewish community’s right to practice their faith without fear 
or intimidation. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/wmstext/14090
1m0001.htm#14090121000002  
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Israel 

House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Please note that, although under the heading of “Israel”, the following statement 
and questions include some matters relating to Home Affairs, and some to Foreign 
Affairs. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/wmstext/140901m0001.htm#14090121000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/wmstext/140901m0001.htm#14090121000002
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EU Council, Security and Middle East 
col 23  The Prime Minister (David Cameron): … On Israel and Gaza, we have all been 
deeply saddened by the violence there and the dreadful civilian suffering it has caused, 
particularly to innocent children. … The loss of life this summer has been truly appalling 
and the number of civilian casualties completely unacceptable—the life of a Palestinian 
child is worth the same as that of a child of any one of our nations—but support for a 
lasting settlement that includes a Palestinian state does not mean we should ever 
support the terrorist tactics of Hamas, which has rained down rockets on Israel and 
continually refused to accept ceasefires. 
We will continue to support Israel and Israel’s right to defend itself, but that does not 
mean we support every decision the Israeli Government take. Most recently, the 
appropriation of nearly 1,000 acres of land in the west bank near Bethlehem is utterly 
deplorable. … 
While I understand the many strong emotions around this tragic conflict, I am deeply 
concerned by growing reports of anti-Semitism on our streets in Britain. Let me be clear: 
we must not tolerate this in our country. There can never be any excuse for anti-
Semitism, and no disagreements on politics or policy should ever be allowed to justify 
racism, prejudice or extremism in any form. … 
Let me turn to how we address the terrorist threat at home … The Home Secretary 
already has the discretion to issue, revoke and refuse passports under the royal 
prerogative if there is reason to believe that people are planning to take part in terrorist-
related activity. When police suspect a traveller at the border, however, they are not 
currently able to apply for the royal prerogative and so have only limited stop-and-search 
powers. To fill that gap, we will introduce specific and targeted legislation providing the 
police with a temporary power to seize a passport at the border … 
The House should also be aware that our current royal prerogative powers are being 
challenged in the courts. I want to be clear: if there is any judgment that threatens the 
operation of our existing powers, we will introduce primary legislation immediately so that 
Parliament, not the courts, can determine whether it is right that we have this power. … 
Dealing with the terrorist threat is about not just new powers but how we combat 
extremism in all its forms. That is why we have a new approach to tackling radicalisation, 
focusing on all types of extremism, not just violent extremism. This has included stopping 
the funding of organisations that promote extremism, banning hate preachers and 
ensuring that every part of government, from schools and universities to prisons, is 
focused on beating the scourge of extremism. As part of this, we are now putting our de-
radicalisation programme, Channel, on a statutory footing. Anyone subject to our 
strengthened terrorism prevention and investigation measures will be required to engage 
with the Prevent programme. … 

 

col 27  Edward Miliband: … On the situation in Gaza, we deeply regret the appalling 
loss of life of more than 2,000 Palestinians, including many children, and of Israeli 
soldiers and civilians. We unequivocally condemn Hamas’s dreadful and murderous 
rocket attacks and defend Israel’s right to defend itself. In our view, however, the nature 
of Israel’s response in this crisis cannot be justified, and I agree that today’s annexation 
of Palestinian land is, in the words of the Prime Minister, “deplorable”. … 
I join the Prime Minister, too, in saying that whatever our views on this conflict, nothing 
can excuse anti-Semitism wherever we find it, at home and abroad. … 
Just as we were shocked by the actions of ISIL, so people throughout Britain are 
appalled that British citizens are part of ISIL’s murderous activity. Our country’s streets 
have seen before the horror that happens when extremist ideology turns to acts of 
violence. I welcome the Prime Minister’s commitment to make it easier for police and 
border authorities to seize the passports of those participating in the conflict …  

 

col 29  The Prime Minister: … the right hon. Gentleman asked what we were doing to 
get meaningful negotiations under way. Let me mention one of the things we do: we are 
one of the most important funders of the  Palestinian  Authority.  We  want  to  encourage  
 



 3

 

them to restore their authority in Gaza and that could be a stepping stone towards further 
negotiations. …  

 

col 34  Gerald Kaufman: Does the right hon. Gentleman recall that when he made his 
previous statement on Gaza, I said that the Israelis could kill but they could not win. 
Seven weeks later, 2,000 Palestinians, including 500 children, have been killed by the 
Israelis and an enormous amount of physical damage has been inflicted that makes life 
in the Gaza strip next to impossible. What will the Government do to prevent another 
such attack, which will come at some time or another if not stopped, and will he now 
impose an arms ban on Israel? 

 

The Prime Minister: What we must do is convince everyone that it is worth while getting 
round the table to find a negotiated solution to the fundamental underlying issue of the 
need for a Palestinian state. … 

 

col 38  Jeremy Corbyn: Will the Prime Minister explain why the British Government did 
not support the call made by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
for an investigation of war crimes in Gaza … In the meantime, the Prime Minister has 
continued an armed relationship with Israel, despite 2,000 people dying in Gaza. Does 
he not think it is time to suspend arms deals with Israel because of the appalling loss of 
civilian life in Gaza, the continued occupation of the west bank, and the continued theft of 
Palestinian land by the Israeli occupying forces? 

 

col 39  The Prime Minister: It is right that these claims and points are properly 
investigated. The reason for not voting for the specific motion was that it was unbalanced 
… With regard to arms exports, the Government have reviewed all existing export 
licences to Israel. The vast majority were not for items that could in any way be used by 
Israeli forces in operations in Gaza. …  

 

col 40  Ben Bradshaw: Why is the Prime Minister still sending weapons to the 
Netanyahu Government in Israel while being so slow to arm the Kurds and refusing to 
arm the legitimate Government of Ukraine? 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/debtext/14090
1-0001.htm#1409016000001  

 

col 43  Angela Watkinson: What recent discussions have the Prime Minister and his 
Ministers had with the leaders of mainstream Muslim organisations in this country to 
ensure that they are taking as robust a stance as possible in combating radicalisation 
and extremism? 

 

The Prime Minister: … The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
… has encouraged faith leaders of all faiths to condemn the outrages that we have seen. 
I think that the difference can be seen. The response of the community to the appalling 
murder of Drummer Lee Rigby spoke volumes about how the overwhelming majority of 
British Asians and British Muslims abhor such appalling behaviour. 

 

Barry Sheerman: Is the Prime Minister aware … that much of the discontent among 
young Asians in my constituency is due to our perceived weakness over Gaza and our 
reluctance to distance ourselves from Israel? … 

 

col 46  Richard Burden: … [The Prime Minister] said that the biggest land grab in the 
west bank in the past 30 years is “utterly deplorable”, and I agree with him. He also said 
that what appears to be a land grab by President Putin in Ukraine must be met with 
“economic costs” on Russia being “stepped up”. He said that sanctions work, which is 
particularly important when a small nation is threatened or undermined by a more 
powerful one. May I invite him to apply that same logic to Israel’s actions in the west 
bank? 

 

The Prime Minister: We can draw these parallels, but of course there are differences 
between the circumstances of Israel and Palestine and what is happening in Ukraine, not 
least because Ukraine is an independent, sovereign, recognised country today. But I do 
think we should make very clear our reaction to this totally unacceptable land grab by 
Israel. …  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/debtext/140901-0001.htm#1409016000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/debtext/140901-0001.htm#1409016000001
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col 48  Grahame Morris: The Prime Minister has set out his arguments for the 
withdrawal of UK passports. Given the strong evidence of Israeli war crimes in Gaza—we 
have heard about 500 children being killed under a terrible bombardment—will British 
citizens fighting in the Israel defence forces be treated in the same way as those 
returning from Syria and Iraq? 

 

col 49  The Prime Minister: I really do not think that is a fair or reasonable way of 
describing the situation. As I said, the loss of civilian life was unacceptable, and it is right 
that these matters are properly investigated. We must remember, however, that the 
conflict was started by Hamas rockets raining down on Israel, and Israel has a right to 
defend itself. I think that the hon. Gentleman, when he looks at his words, will come to 
regret drawing a comparison between a soldier fighting in the Israel defence forces and a 
terrorist returning from Syria. 

 

Philip Hollobone: In the 50-day conflict between Israel and Hamas, 70% of the Israeli 
population lived within range of the 4,500 rockets fired from Gaza, and 2,000 
Palestinians were killed in response. Given that Britain is one of the biggest donors to the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency in the Gaza strip, will the Prime Minister work 
with others such as the United States, Egypt and the Arab League, to demilitarise the 
Gaza strip …? 

 

The Prime Minister: I very much agree with my hon. Friend. In short, we need to see the 
rockets out, the Palestinian Authority in, and the borders and posts open so that that part 
of Palestine can be properly regenerated. …  

 

Matthew Offord: On three different occasions and in three separate locations, weapons 
and rockets belonging to Hamas were found in UNRWA schools in Gaza. Given that 
siting missiles and rockets amid a civilian population is a war crime in itself and will 
inevitably lead to the loss of civilian lives, and given that lobbing those same rockets into 
Israel, killing other civilians, is also a war crime, does the Prime Minister agree that 
Hamas is now guilty of two war crimes? 

 

The Prime Minister: There can be little doubt that Hamas uses people to try and protect 
its rockets, which is absolutely despicable. … 

 

col 50  Michael McCann: Will the Prime Minister condemn Hamas for violating and 
rejecting 11 ceasefires? … 

 

The Prime Minister: … On several occasions during this conflict, a ceasefire was either 
agreed or implemented, but Hamas broke it with unilateral rocket attacks into Israel. 
These were attacks directed, we believe, by the leader of Hamas, who of course was 
nowhere near Gaza at the time. I believe that Hamas bears primary responsibility for 
what has happened. … 

 

col 51  David Nuttall: Church leaders and others in my constituency have raised with me 
the plight of the Christian Church in many parts of the middle east. Will the Prime 
Minister reassure them that the Government are doing all that can be done to help those 
persecuted Christians? 

 

The Prime Minister: … We should of course ensure that we protect Christians, but we 
should also ensure that we protect other minorities. … This is absolutely at the heart of 
our foreign policy—protecting minorities, protecting religious freedom and protecting the 
rights of Christians and others to practise their faiths. … 

 

col 52  Fiona Mactaggart: … young Muslims at risk of radicalisation are more likely to 
listen to peers and people in their own community than they are to police officers or 
representatives of the Government who they believe has failed to protect the people of 
Gaza. Why, then, has he cut £15 million from the Prevent communities budget …? 

 

col 53  The Prime Minister: … We did make changes to Prevent, not least because, 
when we reviewed it, we believed that some of the funded organisations were not 
confronting the problems of extremism. … 

 

col 54  Rehman Chishti: … what further steps [are] the Government …taking to engage 
with the Muslim community to tackle  the evil  of  radicalisation  and  extremism  affecting  
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some young Muslim men in our society. … 
 

The Prime Minister: … the extremism taskforce came up with a number of 
recommendations, most of which have been put in place or are being put in place. They 
concern banning hate preachers and ensuring that we confront extremism and root it out 
at places such as universities and, I am ashamed to say, our prisons, where there have 
been problems. … There is a programme of engagement to divert young people from this 
cancerous organisation. … one element of that is to demonstrate some of the things that 
the British Government do throughout the world to support minorities, stand up for human 
rights and help Muslims in a variety of ways in a variety of countries. … 

 

col 55  Robert Halfon: I thank my right hon. Friend for his statement that Israel was right 
to defend itself against the missile barrage from Hamas. Does he agree that the 
difference between Hamas and ISIS is one of degrees? Does he also agree that Iran 
remains a serious security threat and that our enemy’s enemy is not our friend? 

 

The Prime Minister: … If one saw the shocking pictures of Hamas lining people up and 
shooting them in a firing squad, one could see the nature of the organisation with which 
one is dealing. It is an important issue. I support a Palestinian state. I want the 
Palestinians to achieve that goal, but Hamas is a terrorist organisation. It believes in 
targeting innocent people and murdering them to pursue its objectives. It does not even 
recognise the right of the state of Israel to exist. Therefore, we have to start our 
discussions with a recognition of the true nature of the organisation that we are dealing 
with. … 

 

col 56  Andy McDonald: Over and above the Prime Minister’s very welcome words of 
condemnation regarding the annexation of yet more lands around Bethlehem, what 
practical steps does he intend to take so that Israel reverses this latest, and counter-
productive, land grab and commits properly to a two-state solution? 

 

The Prime Minister: We will continue to work with our allies to condemn this action and 
to make that clear in international forums. We will continue with our action to support and 
fund the Palestinian Authority. But at the end of the day, we need talks between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis. … 

 

Richard Graham: The Prime Minister rightly said that ISIL activities are deplored by the 
vast majority of British Muslims, but, none the less, various events and reports this 
summer have led to a growing unease about the role of Islam in our country. The battle 
that is harder than the one for air supremacy on the Iraqi border is therefore the one for 
community cohesion here in the UK. I believe the time has come for a charter, which 
would be a public commitment by community and faith leaders, especially including 
mosque committees, against extremism and for our values to help to prevent citizens 
from acting against our country. … 

 

The Prime Minister: … these initiatives have far greater power if they are generated by 
the communities themselves. … I would want to see it generated from within that 
community rather than imposed on it. … 

 

col 57  Kate Green: The suffering of the Palestinians in Gaza, not just in this most recent 
conflict but over many years, continues to be a source of great distress and concern … 
and this latest land grab will of course have further infected the situation. … there is real 
concern that, with so many other international conflicts, their eye, and our eye, may be 
taken off the ball in Gaza as we deal with other threats…  

 

The Prime Minister: … Now we have the ceasefire, it should be about trying to get Gaza 
up and running again. That means the Palestinian Authority taking control, the rockets 
being taken out and the important restrictions being lifted so that that place can function 
properly. … 

 

col 59  Paul Blomfield: … does [the Prime Minister] recognise that over many years 
words alone have failed to move the Israeli policy of illegal occupation and that now is 
the time for concerted action to force the Israeli Government to shift their policy? 

 

The Prime Minister: … we have in the past been prepared to back up our actions, as we  
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did with other EU partners over the issue of research grants to Israel. … 
 

Paul Uppal: One reason why so many young people of a south Asian heritage, be they 
men or women, are put on the conveyor belt towards extremism is that they often have 
the baggage of a dual cultural heritage. … it is crucial we have a debate that propagates 
the view that someone can have a traditional view of Islam, which stresses justice, faith 
and truth, but within that they can essentially be British, and that to do that in a pragmatic 
way is quintessentially British? 

 

The Prime Minister: … It is perfectly possible for people to come to this country and 
integrate in our way of life while maintaining their own religion and faith and the traditions 
that go with them. Over the years, Muslims, Hindus and Jews have all managed to do 
that in Britain, but perhaps we need to do more to help it to happen. … 

 

col 60  Mark Durkan: The Prime Minister has stressed the need to counter the extremist 
narrative. Clearly, he recognises that there are those who are sowing alienation, 
radicalisation, extremism and subversion, but does he also recognise the danger of 
helping to fertilise what they are trying to propagate? I am talking about when 
Governments appear to adopt double standards and inconsistency in relation to clear 
violations of international law, not least in respect of Gaza, and then in domestic law 
appear to create a twilight zone around the very basic concept of citizenship. 

 

col 61  The Prime Minister: I do not accept that we are operating any sort of double 
standards. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/debtext/14090
1-0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Exports: Middle East 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills if he will 
suspend all standard individual export licence and open individual export licences to 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories until at least such time as a ceasefire in 
the present conflict in that region has been established. [206224] 

Matthew Hancock: A ceasefire was announced on 26 August 2014 and remains 
in force. The Government continues to monitor the situation closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0
003.htm#14090212000013  
 

Children: Detainees 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the implementation of each of the recommendations 
in the report, Children in Military Custody, published in June 2012. [206208] 

Mr Ellwood: The UK has made repeated representations to Israel on their 
treatment of Palestinian prisoners, including child detainees. Since the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office-funded independent report on Children in Military 
Custody, there has been some limited progress. This includes a pilot to use 
summons instead of night-time arrests, and steps to reduce the amount of time a 
child can be detained before seeing a judge. My predecessor wrote to the Israeli 
Attorney-General on 31 March 2014 to welcome the steps taken to date and to 
call for further measures, including the mandatory use of audio-visual recording of 
interrogations, investigation into continued reports of single hand ties being used, 
and an end to solitary confinement for children. The British Government has been 
working with the delegation who compiled the Children in Military Custody report 
to make a return visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in the near 
future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0
003.htm#14090212000029  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/debtext/140901-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/debtext/140901-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0003.htm#14090212000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0003.htm#14090212000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0003.htm#14090212000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0003.htm#14090212000029
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Palestinians 
Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
funding her Department allocates to Palestine; and if she will commission a review of 
how effective that funding is in serving her Department's objectives in Palestine. [206381] 

Mr Swayne: DFID will provide nearly £350 million in support of Palestinian 
development from 2011-15. In addition, we have also provided £17 million of 
emergency aid since the current conflict began. We regularly review progress and 
assess that UK aid is on track to deliver key results as set out in our Operational 
Plan. 
Additionally, the International Development Committee’s recent report was 
supportive of the work that we are doing in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
while noting the need for political progress. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
funding her Department has allocated to aid Palestinian citizens who have been injured, 
orphaned, made homeless and lost their livelihoods as a result of Israel's recent air 
strikes; and whether she plans to keep the level of such funding under review in the light 
of future developments in that conflict. [206382] 

Mr Swayne: DFID is one of the biggest donors to the Gaza crisis, providing over 
£17 million of emergency aid since the current conflict began. The level of funding 
is being kept under constant review. 

Mr Gregory Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development 
whether she will make any changes to aid allocations as a result of the violence in Gaza. 
[206838] 

Mr Swayne: DFID is providing nearly £350 million from 2011-15 to address a 
broad range of Palestinian development and humanitarian needs, including 
relieving the humanitarian impact of the occupation of Gaza. We have provided 
over £17 million of emergency aid since the current conflict began. We keep the 
level of our funding under constant review. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0
002.htm#14090210000009  
 

Palestinians 
Sarah Champion: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has received on the right to self-determination of 
Palestinian people; and if he will make a statement. [206864] 

Mr Ellwood: We receive regular representations on the right to self-determination 
of the Palestinian people, including from governments, NGOs, and members of 
the public. The UK Government’s long-standing position is that we support a 
negotiated settlement leading to a safe and secure Israel living alongside a viable 
and sovereign Palestinian state, based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, 
Jerusalem as the shared capital of both states, and a just, fair and agreed 
settlement for refugees. The UK will continue to do all it can to support and 
advance efforts to resolve the conflict.  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0
003.htm#14090212000040  

 
Middle East 

Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps the 
UK is taking to ensure that all Palestinian civilians made homeless during Operation 
Protective Edge will have their homes rebuilt as swiftly as possible. [206227] 

Mr Swayne: This conflict has taken a terrible toll. Initial damage assessments 
point to destruction on an unprecedented scale, with more than 100,000 Gazans 
left homeless. Reconstruction will require a durable ceasefire, an agreed 
approach on security, predictable and sustained  access for  people and  goods in  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0002.htm#14090210000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0002.htm#14090210000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0003.htm#14090212000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0003.htm#14090212000040
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and out of Gaza, and good governance arrangements. The UK continues to work 
with international partners to this end. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0
002.htm#14090210000008  
 

Middle East 
Simon Danczuk: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to de-escalate the situation in Gaza. [206289] 

Mr Ellwood: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) has 
spoken to Israeli and Palestinian counterparts as well as key international 
partners about the present crisis in Gaza on numerous occasions in recent weeks, 
urging an end to violence, a durable ceasefire and successful negotiations in 
Cairo which lead to a sustainable solution to the current crisis, tackling its 
underlying causes. He has visited Ramallah, Jerusalem and Cairo for talks and 
attended the Foreign Affairs Council on 15 August 2014. He most recently spoke 
to the Egyptian Foreign Minister about the ceasefire talks on 20 August 2014. 

Stephen Doughty: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment his Department has made of recent Israeli actions in Gaza and that 
country's compliance with international law and its obligations under the Geneva 
Conventions. [206812] 

Mr Ellwood: The Prime Minister has been clear that Israel has a right to self-
defence but that everything must be done to minimise civilian casualties. 
An assessment of whether Israeli actions in Gaza comply with international law 
and its obligations under the Geneva Conventions requires an investigation on the 
ground. To that end the United Nations Human Rights Council has set up a 
Commission of Inquiry to investigate purported violations of international 
humanitarian and human rights laws in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including the Gaza Strip since the conflict began on 13 June 2014. The UK 
supports this inquiry, which must be balanced and independent. 

Stephen Doughty: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the legality under international law and the Geneva 
Conventions of Israel's current actions in Gaza. [206816] 

Mr Ellwood: We have been clear that Israel has a right to defend itself. The UN 
Human Rights Council has set up a Commission of Inquiry to investigate 
purported violations of international humanitarian and human rights laws in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in the Gaza Strip since the conflict began 
there on 13 June. We are calling on both sides to co-operate with the Commission 
of Inquiry, which must itself be independent and balanced in its approach. 

Sarah Champion: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to resolve the situation in Gaza and the West Bank. [206861] 

Mr Ellwood: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), has 
spoken to Israeli and Palestinian counterparts as well as key international 
partners about the present crisis in Gaza on numerous occasions in recent weeks, 
urging an end to violence, a durable ceasefire and successful negotiations in 
Cairo which lead to a sustainable solution to the current crisis, tackling its 
underlying causes. The Foreign Secretary also visited Ramallah, Jerusalem and 
Cairo for talks. He most recently spoke to the Egyptian Foreign Minister about the 
ceasefire talks on 20 August. 
The UK has provided £19.1 million in UK aid in response to this crisis. 

Sarah Champion: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent steps he has taken to publicise internationally the UK's position on the 
conflict in Gaza. [206865] 

Mr Ellwood:  The Secretary  of State for  Foreign  and Commonwealth Affairs, my  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0002.htm#14090210000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0002.htm#14090210000008
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right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) has 
had numerous bilateral contacts with the Israelis, Palestinians, US and other 
international partners on the Gaza conflict in recent weeks, including during visits 
to Egypt, Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. He has also attended 
multilateral events such as the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 15 August. He has 
given press interviews and issued many statements on developments. On each 
occasion he has made the UK's position on the Gaza conflict clear. 

Sarah Champion: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent steps he has taken to protect residents of Gaza and the West Bank. 
[206866] 

Mr Ellwood: The UK has provided £19.1 million in UK aid in response to this 
crisis. On 8 August DIFD announced they would be providing an additional £2 
million to the Disasters Emergency Committee and on 4 August the Secretary of 
State for International Development announced £2 million in new funding for the 
UN Relief and Works Agency’s Flash Appeal. This will help the UN provide a 
package of essential goods to the thousands of families sheltering in schools. In 
total, we have now pledged £6 million to UNRWA’s appeal. 
Furthermore, on 1 August DFID activated the Rapid Response Facility for Gaza. 
This means pre-approved partners with a proven ability to operate in Gaza will 
now have access to a total of £3 million in new funding to provide rapid and direct 
emergency humanitarian assistance. We are providing £3 million to the World 
Food Programme to provide food vouchers. This boost will provide emergency 
food vouchers for more than 300,000 people for one month, and we are also 
providing £2 million in medical aid. Finally, we have brought forward £3 million in 
funding to the International Committee of the Red Cross to help them repair water 
infrastructure, deliver emergency medical services and protect the civilian 
population. 
But we are clear that a political solution is required to the current crisis in Gaza if 
we are to avoid this suffering happening again. All UK effort is focused to that end. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0
003.htm#14090212000038  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on the announcement of land appropriation by 
Israel  
We condemn the new appropriation of land in the West Bank, relating to plans for further 
settlement expansion, announced by the Israeli government on Sunday.  
Settlements are illegal under international law, constitute an obstacle to peace and 
threaten to render the two-State solution impossible. The EU reiterates that it will not 
recognise any changes to the pre-1967 borders, including with regard to Jerusalem, 
other than those agreed by the parties.  
At this delicate moment, any action that might undermine stability and the prospect of 
constructive negotiations following the ceasefire in Gaza should be avoided.  
We call on the Israeli authorities to reverse this decision and to engage in good faith 
towards a lasting peace based on a two-state solution. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140902_01_en.pdf 
 
 

United Nations 

Ban alarmed at Israel's announced seizure of West Bank land 
United    Nations    Secretary-General   Ban   Ki-moon   today   voiced   his  alarm  at  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0003.htm#14090212000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/text/140901w0003.htm#14090212000038
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140902_01_en.pdf
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announcement by Israeli authorities to declare nearly 1,000 acres of land in Bethlehem 
as so-called “state land.” 
“The seizure of such a large swathe of land risks paving the way for further settlement 
activity, which – as the United Nations has reiterated on many occasions – is illegal 
under international law and runs totally counter to the pursuit of a two-State solution,” Mr. 
Ban's spokesperson said in a statement. 
The Secretary-General called on Israel to “heed the calls of the international community” 
to refrain from settlement activity and abide by its commitments under international law 
and the Quartet Road Map – the plan which calls for Israel and Palestine to live side by 
side in peace and within secure borders. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48613#.VAXklWSSwbc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Please note that the statement and questions abstracted above under the heading 
of “Israel” also include some matters relating to Foreign Affairs. 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7960
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48613#.VAXklWSSwbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
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Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf
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